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fons. 1798. 


It has been repeatedly and confidently affirmed, - that 
hiftory.is ufually falfe. How far this»aifertion is true, is a 
point which merits inquiry. We rarely find, indeed, that the 
perfons who are chiefly concerned in public,affairs are willing, 
to undertake the tafk of ‘tranfmitting an-account of: them-to 
pofterity ; and the compofition of hiltory, therefore, too fre- 
quently devolves upon thoie who are inexperienced in politics, 
and who, having few opportunities of obtaining information. 
at the. fountain-head,.are content with detailing the rumours 
of the times ; or, if they relateacknowledged facts, mingle un- 
authenticated particulats with the effential tubftance of the nar- 
rative. Many hiftories, without doubt, have'thus been writ- 
ten; and their erroneous Cofitents have been adopted by fabfe- 
quent compilers, and by the majority of readers, as indifputa- 
ble truths. * The friends or the defcendants of ‘ftatefmen and 
minifters, though poffeffed of numerous documents calculated 
to throw light upon different periods, have, ‘for the moft part, 
been too indolent to correct falie‘ accounts, or too regardlefs 
of truth and of literature to communicate thtir papers to thofe 
who would make a good ufe of them. Butt, notwithftanding 
the occafional want of the beft materials, every civilifed coun. 
try can boaft of valuable hiftories, authentic in the moft im- 
portant ftatements, if not ftri€tly accurate in the detail. Thele, 
however, may be contiderably improved by the aid of ftate- 
papers and private correfpendence, hitherto concealed {rom 
the eye of the hiftorian. 


Crit, Rev. Vou. XXII. April, 1798. Cc 
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Various collections of official and private letters, relative to 


_ the hiftory of England, have appeared in our times, and have, 


as might have been expected, met with a, favourable reception 
from the public. To this fund of political intelligence, the 
volumes which are here announced will form an ufeful ad- 
dition. The ftatefman whofe letters they principally contain, 
La gg in his.time a high reputation; and, though his cha- 
racter, even as a politician, has fince fuftained fome bold at- 
tacks, the candid eftimator will ftill confider him as having 
poffeffed {trong talents and a_perfpicacious mind. 

The papers of lord Bolingbroke were fecured, on his dif- 
miffion from office, by his under-fecretary, Thomas Hare, efq. 
in the hands of whofe defeendant they now remain.. Mr. 
Parke having fignified his defire of publifhing them, the pof- 
feffor indulged him with the ufe of the whole collection. 

When we ihform our readers that the papers now given to 


" the world relate to the four laft years of the reign of queen 


Anne, even thofe who have little acquaintance with the hiftor 
of this country will recolleét the importance of the rr 
As it will, therefore, be unneceffary for us to infift upon that 

oint, we fhall immediately commence our furvey of the vo- 
umes. | 

Many. of the’ earlier -epiftles are addreffed: to*Mr. Drum- 

mond, a refpeétable merchant of Amfterdam, who regularly 
tranfinitted to our court intelligence of the preparations of the 
French.. He alfo made a report of the proceedings of the 
duke of Marlborough in Holland, upon the difgrace of the 
whig minitiry. “Bolingbroke, in anfwer toa communication 
re{pecting the duke, fays (Nov..28, 1710), 


‘ If he comes home, and difengages himfelf from the whigs; if 
he puts a ftop to the rage and fury of his wife; in fhort, if he aban- 
dons all his new, and takes up with his old friends ; by the queen’s 
favour, and by the remains of regard for him which are preferved 
in the breafis of feveral people, he may not only ftand his ground ; 
but, in my humble opinion, eftablith himfelf in as lofty a fituation 
as it becomes a fubject to afpire to: but if he imagines that people 
will any more be caught with general and inconclufive difcourfe ; 
if he thinks that people will any more engage to him whilft he lies 
under no engagement, nor gives any fecurity to them; depend 
upon me, for once, he will find himfelf deceived. We are as fen- 
fible as he or any man can defire us to be of the effort which the 
Dutch make; but we hope they will be fo too of the weight which 
we have taken on ourfelves. Our.trade finks, and feveral chan- 
nels of it, for want of the ufual flux, become choked, and will in 
time be loft; whilft, in the mean while, the commerce of Holland 
ex'ends itfelf, and flourifhes to a great degree. I can fee no imme- 
diate benefit likely to accrue to this nation. by the war, let it end. 
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how and when it will, befides the general advantage common to ull 
Europe, of reducing the French power; whilft it is moft apparent, 
that the reft of the confederates:have in their otvn hands already, 
very great additions of power and dominion obtained by the war, 
and particularly the States: You know me enough to be affured 
that I {peak this not as being cool in the war, or in any affeétion 
to the States. No man living is warmer for both than myfelf; but 
I would not willingly have thefe goo words abnfed aiiy longer s 
and, under pretence of carrying on the war, and pleafing Holland; 
unneceflary expences be thrown upon us, rapine and extortion be 
eftablifhed for ever. nee 

‘ I had almoft forgot to mention to ydu an ihftance of the admi- 
rable temper in which the great man is likely, at his return, to find 
his wife. Amoiig other extravagancies, fhe now declares that fhe 
will print the queen’s letters to her; letters writ whilft her majefty 
had the good opinion of her, and the fondnefs for her which her 
infolent behaviour fince that time has abfolutely eradicated.’ Vol, i. 
oftavo edition, P.25. wee 

In another l¢tter, he thus fpeaks of the fame noblemah : 

¢ My Lord Marlborough has beén here now fonie time; I have 
been once with him, and he as often with me. It would be too 
tedious to reeapitulate all that paffed;, in general I fpoké my mind 
with all imaginable franknefs to him, arid could not forbear fhowing 
him the difference between thofe friends hé,once had, abd thofe 
whom he had abandoned them for. He feems more and more de- 
jected, arid I believe finds twothings which he did not expect: the 
firft, that his intereft is quite gone in a certain place; and the fecond, 
that he can make no. breach in the churth party, becaufe not one 
individual man amongft them will truft him.’ Vol. i. p. 61. 


Of the ftate of affairs in May, 1711, we have this account; 
in a letter to lord Raby, afterwatds eat] of Strafford: 


¢ Weare now in the tenth campaign ofa war, the great load of 
which has fallen on Britain, a8 the preat advantage of it is propofed 
to redound to the houfe of Auftria, and to the States-General. They 
are in intereft more immediately; we more remotely concerned:. 
However, what by our forwardnefs to engage in every article of 
expence, what by our private affurances, and what by our public 
parliamentary declarations, that nd peace fhould be made without 
the entire reftitution of the Spanifh monarchy, we are become prin- 
cipals in the conteft; the war is looked upon to be our war; and 
it is treated accordingly by the confederates, even by the Imperial- 
ifts, and by the Dutch. I will not ehter into the particulars which 
make out this propofition, your excellency is enough apprized of 
them. I will only make one obfervation which I have feen verj- 
fied in numberlefs inftances, and whith I never faw fail in any, If 
.a method of carrying on the war was offered never fo prejudicial te 
the interefts of Britain in its confequences, yet the general topic of 
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necefiity prevailed. On the other hand, our allies have always 
looked firft at home, and the common, caufe has, been.ferved, by.the 
beit of them in the fecond,place. ' From hence it is that our com- 
merce has been neglected, while the French have engroffed.the 
South-fea trade to themfelves, and the Dutch encroach daily upon 
us, both. ia-the Eaft Indies, and on the coaft of Africa.. Brom hence 
it is, that.we have every year added.to our burden, which was long 
ago greater, than we could bear, whilft the Dutch have, yearly lef- 
fened their. proportions. in every..part of the war, even in that of 
Flanders,,.en, the pretence of poverty; whilft the emperor has 
never employed twenty of his ninety thoufand men againft Franee, 
on account of.the troubles of Hungary, which he would not ac- 
commodate, nor has fuffered oumwatt expences in Jtaly to be effec- 
tual, on account of articles in which it did not. fuit, with his conve. 
niency to keep his word; and whilft each of the, other confederates 
in his turn has, from fome falfe pretence, or from fome trifling con- 
fideration of private advantage, neglected to perform his: part in the 
war, or given a reafon to others for Mot performing theirs. . From 
hénce it is that our fleet is diminifhed and rotten, that our funds 
are mortgaged for thirty-two and ninety-nine years; that our 
fpecié is €xhaufted, and that ‘we’ have nothing in poffeffion, and 
hardly any thing in «expectation, as a. compenfation to Britain for 
having borne'the burden’ and heat of the day ; whilft Holland has 
obtained a fecure, and even formidable barrier; and, by my lord 
‘Townfhend’s great generofity, has a claim againft‘our gaining any 
privilége or benefit in point of commerce, wherein they fhall not be 
entitled to an equal fhare; whilft the houfe of Auftria has every. 
thing-in hand, a /a Sicile prés, which_they propofed: by the’ war; 
whilft all the allies have had our aniual tributes rather than fubfi- 
dies, befides particular advantages {tipulated to be made good to 
them ata peace, and fome of them are already mafters of greater 
rewards than their fervices deferve. From hence,:in one-word, :it 
is that,our government is in a confumption, and that (how florid 
a countenance foever we put.on) our vitals are confuming, and we 
mutt inevitably fink at once: add-to this, that if we were able.to 
bear the fame proportion of charge fome years longer, yet, from the . 
Jame fatal confequences, [we ] fhould certainly mifs of the great gene- 

ral end of the war,. the entire recovery of the Spanifh “monarchy 
from the houfe of Bourbon.’ Vol. i. P. 192. 


In the fuccecding month, the minifter wrote ina? lefs de- 
. Sponding ftrain. . ravd 

« Our parliament is prorogued to the toth of the next month ; 
and, though we met full of refentment for the ill’ ufage which we 
had received from the tyranny of the whigs; though there were 
various opportunities of attacking particular perfons, who deferved 
no better at, our hands; and though the majority of our friends ir 
parliament, elected by as great a majority in the feveral counties, * 
was unexampled; yet you finda reprefentation of fome of out 
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ievances has been the harfheft thing which we have done. No 
man has been forced from his feat, purely becaufe we did ‘not like 
him; no-.perfon has ‘been impeached; and, in a word, no whigs 
moderation has been fhown. 

¢ On the other hand, the beft and ampleft funds have been cares 
fully found, and cheerfully given, the debts of the nation havé been 
provided for, and trade fo long and fo fcandaloufly negleéted, has 
been begun to be thought of, 

‘ I hope we have fome degree of reputation among our allies, 
with whom you live. I believe I.may engage. that they fhall 
neither have reafon to reproach us for deferting their intereft, nor 
to laugh at us for neglecting our gwn.’ Vol. i. P. 248. 


The condu& of the Britifh court in ‘the concerns of the 
north of Europe, our ftatefman reprobates in {trong terms. 


¢ The affairs of the north are haftening to that point of con- 
fufion and danger which I have been expecting long; and which, 
in miy opinion, is the natural, neceffary confequence of all the 
meafures taken, from the treaty of Alt-Ranftadt to this hour, by 
Britain and Holland, The guaranty of that treaty: was, in the 
moft folemn manner, and in the queen’s name, promifed. King 
Staniflaus was, after an aukward manner, acknowledged ; and our 
next ftep was, to encourage Auguftus to violate this very treaty, 
and, by his return into Poland, to revive the troubles-of the north, 
and our own difficulties. An act of neutrality:is thought neceflary 
to preferve the peace of the empire ; and in forming this aé&t, we go 
out of Germany, de gaieté de ce@r, to cover Poland on one fide and 
Jutland onthe other, which we were in no fort under an engage- 
ment to defend ; whilft we neglect to provide for the fecurity of 
the Swediffiterritories, which, by the treaty of Travendhal, we were 
under very ftrong obligations to do. The king of Sw eden receives 
fome benefit by this aét, but declines to fubmit to it firft, and open- 
ly protefts againft it next. We take no. meafures for obliging him 
to confent to the treaty, or for putting him out of condition to 
break it; and by the fpring of the year are frightened at his decla- 
rations, and at the apparent danger from Graffau’s army on ane fide, 
as well as from his irruption with Turks and ‘Tartars on the other. 
This fear makes us go dride en main in the execution of the act of 
neutrality; and by that time we have fufficiently difobliged the 
Czar, the king of Denmark, and king Auguftus, we find that there 
is more danger of ‘having the neutrality broke by them than by 
im. In fhort, the power of England is ‘contemned, and breach of 
faith objeétedto us by each fide in its turn; and we, who ought to 
hold the balance, and give the law, are every day bullied by our 
penfioners. By fuch conduct we have, with great dexterity and 
pains, departed from the ancient and true character of Britain in 
many inftances, and have rendered. the nation little, whilft the mul- 
titude imagine that we make a glorious figure. But thefe reflections 
Cc 3 
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will do little good: and you and I, and every.one who ferves the 
queen, muft apply ourfelves to get out of the prefent labyrinth, 
with as few {cratches as we can.’ Vol. i. Pr. 269. 


The feparate negotiations with France, and the endeavours 
of the court of Vienia and ‘the States-General to prevent the 
fuccefs of the treaty, are difcuffed in many of the letters. The 
count de Gallas for the former, and the penfiona Buys for 
the latter, joined the whigs in their vehement oppofi ition to: the 
peace. Bolingbroke, writing to the queen in October 1711, 
inakes mention of the views of thefe envoys. 


‘The gteat point which he *{ Buys] is to labour, is to convince your 
majefty, that the nvethod which you have taken is wrong , and that 
there can be no hopes of a good peace, unlefs particular prelimi- 
naries be, in the firft place, feitled. His drift is what your majefty 
forefaw, to break off the prefent negotiation, and to fet a new one 
on foot, in the fecret of which, from the beginning, his mafters may 
be, either with, or, which they like better, without your majefty sens 

¢ T have at lat in my hands the particulars and proofs of great 
‘ad of the management of the count de Gallas, fome of which my 
ord treafurer did not long ago difcover, and lay before your ma- 
jefty. Nothing can be more infolent and ungrateful to your ma- 
jefty, the great proteétrefS of the Auftrian family, more brutal to 
your fervants, hor more villainous in its own nature, In eyery part. 
{ hope the {py he employed is turned upon him, that what was 
intended to your majefiy’s difopour and prejudice, w will have quite 
the contrary effect.’ Vol. i. P. 419. 


He afterwards affirms, that the ¢ whole drift? of the count’s 
correfpondence with the court which employed him, was ‘ ta 
reprefent the gueen’s word as not to he relied on, to reprefent 
her minifters, in the grofs, as fools, knaves, and, in exprefs 
terms, as enemies to the common caufe.’ 

Some of the tory'leaders were apprehenfive that the queen 
would be fo intimidated by the active zeal of the whigs, ‘as tq 
defift from her pacific aims; but Bolingbroke had a goed opi- 
nion of her firmnefs in that refpect. He fays to the earl of 
Strafford, 


‘ Thofe who oppofe the queen’s meafures know, as well.as we 
who purfue them, that the war is become impragticable; that the 
end which they pretend to aim at, is chimerical; and that they ruin 
their country by driving op this vain, gaudy fcheme, which has fo 
many years dazzled oureyes; but they venture this, and would 
facrifice more, if more can be facrificed, in order to regain domi- 
nion, which nothing can give, at leaft fecure in their hands, but 
national diftrefs. The true, real, genuine ftrength of Britain, bee 
longs to other people; their power is built upon ‘an adventitious 
ftrength, created by the public neceffity, and nurfed up by the ad- 
vantage which dexterous mem have taken, and which they will be 
able to take no longer when the war ceafes. 
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¢ Now my pen is:in my hand, I cannot forbear faying, that .I 


fincerely think this the moft important conjunture, that any prince 
has been in, fince the time that your excellency’s anceftor was at- 
tacked by the faction which begun with him, and did not conclude 
their tragedy even with his mafter. That king fealed the warrant 
of his own execution, when he gave up his fervant, and our mii- 
trefs has no way of fecuring herfelf, but exerting her power to pro 
tect her minifters; who have refcued her from domeftic bondage, 
and are going on to relieve her from foreign oppreffion., I will 
never deceive you, my lord, I would not do it, even in thé moft 
pardonable, the moft agreeable manner, by concealing real dangers, 
and giving falfe hopes; you may, therefore, depend upon me 
when I tell you that I think all fafe, and the queen determined.’ 
Vol..ii, P. 73. 


He expreffes great difguft (March 7, 1712) at the counte- 
nance given by the elector of Hanover to the {chemes of the 
whigs. | 

¢ The elector had till this winter, behaved himfelf fo that the 
whig and tory equally courted him, and had equal expedtations 
from him: he has now placed himfelf at the head of a party, and 
that too {whatever he is made to believe) by great degrees the leaft 
at this time, and, whenever we fhall have got rid of our war, likely 
to be itill weaker; the landed intereft will then rife, and the monied 
intereft, which is the great fupport of whiggifm, mult of courfe de- 
cline. There is fomething unaccountable in this matter; the 
elector will be one time or other undeceived: I pray God it may 
be foon ! > 

* The queen furely leaves nothing undone which is in her power 

to bring him to a right notion of the true ftate of Britain, and of 
his own intereft. My Lord Rivers went fitft to him, and opened, 
with the greateft confidence imaginable, all the views which her 
majefty had, the grounds of her proceedings, and in a word, the 
whole fecret of her adminiftration; the return made to this mark 
of friendthip, was fending his minifter hither, to. affociate with the 
fervants which the queen thought fit to difgrace, to join in open 
defiance td her meafures, and even to appeal to the nation in oppo- 
fition to their fovereign. Thefe affronts and indignities, our good 
miftrefs is however willing to overlook, and once more try whether 
the film can be taken off from the elector’s eyes, and whether he 
will give ear to that true and difinterefted reprefentation of things, 
which, in her majefty’s name, Mr, Harley is intruited to lay before 
him.’ Vol. ii, Pp, 210. 


In the progrefs.of the negotiation with the court of Vere 
failles, the marquis de Torcy is introduced as a frequent cor- 
refpondent; and the letters of this. mini{ter have an air of fine 
cerity, confonant with that of the Britith fecretary. Indeed, 
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from the eagernefs of the queen’ for a pacification, there was 
little reafon for him to have recourfe to fineffe and artifice. 

A private note from the marquis we will tranflate, as we 
are not pleafed with the Fogiitixerets which has been given to 
it by the editor. 


¢ I perceive with great pleafure, from the letter which you did 
“me the honour to write to me with your own hand, that you are fo 
far perfuaded of the queen’s firmnefs, as not to entertain a doubt of 
the removal of all difficulties with which the conclufion of peace is 
threatened by a. hoftile faétion in-your country. The proceedings 


-of that party, the apparent fuccefs of fome of its meafures, and the 


intrigues of its emiffaries in foreign countries, are indeed calculated 
to alarm thofe who have not had opportunities of becoming pers 
feétly acquainted with the interior of England, and who therefore 
judge of the nation from falfe appearances. You have difpelled,. 
however, all my apprehenfions that were excited by current reports; 
for you will not be difpleafed to find that I take a lively intereft in 


every thing which concerns you and your friends, and that I am 


-confequently uneafy while your enemies have any fhare of power, 
As you can judge, better than any perfon, how long it may be 
"prudent to leave in their hands the power of doing mifchief, and of 
avenging their own caufe, I fhall not prefume to give you any 
advice, but fhall content myfelf with affuring you, that the king’s 
plenipotentiaries are accurately informed of his views and inten- 
tions, and have received fuch inftruétions as will tend to expedite 
the negotiation. I truft, therefore, that it will meet with f{peedy 
facets; and that thé Britifh plenipotentiaries will, on their part, 
{tudioufly promote the accomplifhment of this great work.* Vol. ii, 


P. 153. 

When the treaty had made a confiderable progrefs, Boling- 
broke communicated the following order to the duke of Or- 
mond, who had fucceeded Marlborough in the command of 
the army. 


‘ Her majefty, my lord, has reafon to believe that we fhall come 
to an agreement upon the great article of the union of the two mo- 
narchies, as. foon as a courier, fent from Verfailles to Madrid, can 
return; it is therefore the queen’s pofitive command to your grace, 
that you avoid engaging in any fiege, or hazarding a battle, till you 
have farther orders from her majefty. JI am, at the fame time, di- 
rected to let your grace know, that the queen would have you dif- 
guife the receipt of this order; and her majefty thinks that you 
cannot want pretences for conducting yourfelf fo as to anfwer her 
ends, without owning that which might, at prefent, have an ill 
effect, if it was publicly known *, 





‘* This order formed the principal article in Bolingbroke’s impeachment 
it feems to be now generally agreed, that her majeity determined ufon the 
meafure without coniulting her council.’ 
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‘ The queen cannot think with patience of facrificing men, 
when there isa fair profpect of attaining her purpofe another way 3 
and befides, fhe: will not fuffer herfelf to be expofed to the reproach 
of having retarded, by the events of the campaign, a negotiation 
which might otherwife have been as good as conclyded in a few 
days.’ Vol. ii, Pp. 320, | ? 
Another letter to the new general contains thefe paffages : 


‘ T obferve by your grace’s letters, that you have been preffed, I 
may fay indecently, to give an account what orders you had ree 
ceived. The Dutch minifter queftioned me in much the fame 
manner, but I anfwered him, by demanding what the private in- 
ftructions are which the-ftates have given to théir deputies and ge- 
nerals, 

¢ It is probable that marefchal de Villars may receive the orders 
which will ‘be fent him from Verfailles, within a day after this let-' 
ter may come to your hands, Your grace will therefore lofe no 
time in acquainting him, that you are in expectation of receiving 
from his court that which muft determine your proceedings ; and 
that, according,to the king’s refolution, you are either to look upon 
vourfelves on both fides as freed from any reftrictive orders, and in 
full liberty of a€ting againft each other, or that you are openly to 
declare fora ceflation; whilft the beft means poflible are ufed to 
prevail on the reft of the allies to do the fame; but the queen’s de- 
claration, however, is to be pofitive. 

‘ Your grace is, to be fure, informed of the endeavours ufed by 
the States to debauch the troops in her majefty’s pay from her, and 
to borrow money for carrying on their fubfiftence. She makes 
no doubt but your grace is oh your guard,-and that you will take 
the beft precaution to make them fleady to her majefty’s intereft, 
and to prevent any furprize. I fhall not fail to let the feveral 
-minifters know, in what manner the queen will refent any ftep of 
this kind; and I believe your grace will do well to {peak the fame 
language to the generals of the foreign corps paid by the queen. 
Among other things they will, I believe, refleét twice on the arrears 
which are due to moft of them.’ Vol. ii, P. 371. 


As we have now fufficiently extended this article, we will 
poftpone our confideration of the third and fourth volumes. 





- Obfervations relative chiefly to the Natural Hiftory, Pidture/que 
Scenery, and Antiquities, of the Weftern Counties of England, 
made in the Years 1794. and 1796. Illuftrated by a Minera- 
logical’ Map, and fixteen Views in Aquatinta by Alken By 
William George Maton, M. A, Fellow of the Linnean Socr- 
ety. -2 Vols, 8v0.” 11. 16s. Boards. Robion. 1797. 


WE were highly pleafed to find that the beautiful fcenery 
of the weft was to be defcribed and illuftrated by a {cientific 
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traveller, and by the tinted views of Alken, From an early ac- 

quaintance with many of the fcenes, we anticipated great plea- 

fure in again going over them with thofe ornaments which. 
u 


tafte and art could fupply, and with fuch information as fcieace 
could afford on diftriéts which fhe had not yet publicly en- 
lightened. Perhaps our expectations were too great: it is 
certain that they have not been anfwered. The views are 
partially chofen, and chiefly relate to ancient remains. Pro- 
ipeGis the molt embellifhed have been imperfectly defcribed ; 
and fcenes the moft piCturefque have been neglected. The 
travellers feem to have exerted little care in procuring proper 
Jocal affiftance, and to have credulouily adopted cafual intelii- 
ence without due inveftigation, ‘They appear to have been 
cold hafty obfervers, and (even in their own line, that of na- 
tural hiftory) to have glanced only at what by chance met 
their eyes. Upon what we have occafionally reprehended in 
others, we muft alfo now animadvert. When the title fpeaks of 
antiquities, we can only underftand the prefent ftate of the 
remains of ancient grandeur or ftrength: their hiftory fhould 
remain in the writings of the original authors,.and not be ob- 
truded on the readers of tours, or at leaft fhould be very fpar- 
ingly given. 
ith regard to the route of our tourifts, we find that they 
proceeded from Salifbur'y to Poole, thence through the fouthern 
parts of the thire of Dorfet into that of Devon, from Exeter 
to Plymouth, thence to the Land’s-end, back to Plymouth by 
the way of Launcefton, acrofs Devonfhire to Axminfter, and 
afterwards to Dorchefter. In the fecond tour, they paffed 
through the northern parts of Dorfet and Devon, croffed So- 
merfetthire to Bath, and returned through Shaftefbury and 


Blandford to Salifbury. 


We meet with nothing particularly interefting in the earlier 
tts of the tour. The travellers feem, at times, to difclaim the 
ufually idle referepce of every uncommon rock or hill to the 
Jabours of the Druids, though they occafionally fall in with 
the réveries of antiquaries on this fubjeét. Aggleftone, as 


they feem to intimate, may readily be accounted for by the 


agglutinating power of moift iron fand, and its form referred 
to the gradual lofs of the lefs fulid materials around. At Poole 


-we fufpect they would have ‘gained neither credit nor refpe& 


for their pains,’ even from mineralogilts, when employed in 
colle&ting fpecimens from the rocks, depofited by fhips as 
ballaft. Foflils, unlefs of extraordinary beauty or rarity, are 
feldom valuable but as connected with the furrounding fratd. 


The coaft of Dorfet is well defcribed ; and the little epifode of 
the peculiar theory, with a biographical fketch, of Mr. Huffey, 
is very interefting. 


The country about Weymeuth is defcribed with fome accu- 
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racy ; but the dreary hills on the left are no inconfiderable 
draw-back from the beauty of the bay, and force the eye ta 
reft on the vacant expanfe of water, ‘Beautiful indeed muft 
_ be the bay —a beauty chiefly derived from its form —to fill 
the mind, with fo little affiftance from paffing veifels or from 
the neighbouring feenery. The ride round Portland might, 
we think, have furnifhed Mr. Maton. with more ample re- 
marks, and more appropriate defcriptions. The Euphorbia 
Portlandica, and the Lavateria Arborea, are the only plants 
which occurred to him or his companions, The former, in- 
deed, at the feafon * in. which they feem to have travelled, is 
obtrufive +, and the latter not uncommon. The Chefil bank 
has not often been defcribed ; and, in this work, we have the 
following account of it. 


‘ The Ciuefil-bank is one of the moft extraordinary ridges, or 
fhelves, of pebbles in Europe, and perhaps the longeft, except that 
of Memel, in Polifh Pruffia. I have mentioned before that its 
length is fuppofed to be about feventeen miles. Its breadth is in 
fome places nearly a quarter of a mile, ‘The pebbles are fo loofe 
that horfes* legs fink almoft knee deep at every ftep, but a traveller 
of any curiofity. fhould by no means negleé&t to examine the pro- 
du@tions of this pebbly defart, With regard to the pebbles thems 
felves, they in general confift of white calcareous {par, but there 
are many of quartz, jafper, chert, aud a variety of other fub{tances, 
It is worthy of remark, that they gradually diminifh in fize the 
nearer they. approach the main land, being for the moft part very 
little larger than horfe-beans towards Abbotfbury, though at the 
other end of the bank they are from one inch to three inches in 
diameter. We found the edge to the right by far the firmeft, and 
eafieft for our horfes, efpecially as the pebbles were fomewbat 
bound together by the marine plants growing in patches along the 
water fide. Among thefe we obferved /al/ola fruticofa, and inula 
crithmifolia, the fhowy yellow bloffoms of which feemed to form a 
long line of golden fringe. The beautiful pi/um maritimum (fea- 
pea) grows in folitude among the Joofeft pebbles, on the higheft part 
of the bank. We had no reafon to complain of a want of amufe- 
ment :—the red gleam of a fetting fun on the diftant hills; the 
gay notes of bufy hay-makers on the oppofite fide of the river; 
the various cries of timorous water-fowl; the murmur of the bil- 
lows againft the bank — was fufficient to attract our attention; and 
thefe together formed an affemblage of circumftances very im-= 
preflive to mufing minds, Even a folitary fhed, and a few lob- 
fter-traps, were, in fuch a defart, interefting objects, and afforded 
fomething like that {pecies of pleafure which the philofopher Arif- 
tippus muft have felt, when-he cried out “ Hominum veftigia video.” 





Quam 


* July and Auguft. 7 we 
+ We colle& this circumftance from the time of flowering of the plants 
which they defcribe in bloom. ~~ 
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‘ Amidft the great variefy of water fowl that found undifturbed 
haunts on the eaftern fide of the bank, we {aw the fwan in its wild 
ftate (anas cyynus ferus, of Linnzus), and were enabled to affert 
with confidence (what has been much doubted) that it is an inha- 
bitant of Dorfetfhire. Within two miles of Abbotfbury, we faw 

multitudes of the tame {wan (cygnus domefficus) 


‘¢ proudly ‘rowing their ftate,” 


(to ufe the words of Milton) and were confirmed in our preceding 
decifion by an opportunity of comparing.—There cannot be a 
more elegant figure in all nature than a {wan in the a& of fwim- 
ming, though fo ungraceful a bird when out*of the water:—no 
conftrained, {tiff motions — no aukward pofition of the limbs, but 
every attitude eafy, and every tranfition beautiful.’ Vol. i. p. 66. 


In their progrefs they appear to have moved haftily on, and 
not to have inquired about what has been done to fupply the 
old harbour at Bridport, or to have looked up to perceive the 
capital of Devonfhire, which they might eafily have feen from 
the adjoining hill, though ¢ they gazed in vain for it, till they 
arrived in the very fuburbs.’ Thence they madé an excurfion 
to Upton Pyne, to obferve the manganefe mine, and to Thor- 
verton, to examine the quarry. Thefe are well defcribed; 
but, had our travellers been in lefs hafte, they might have feen 
the Heavy-tree quarry in their road to Exeter; and they-would 
not then have hazarded the affertion, that the latter ftone re- 
fembles the former. 

With equal celerity they proceeded to Teignmouth, look- 
ing at Powderham, and unconfcious of the beautiful {cenery 
of Mamhead in that neighbourhood. ‘They learned, how- 
ever, two curious fads in this part of their journey ; — that 
women not uncommonly guide the plough in Devonfhire, and . 
that the lands about Star Lrofs were two years ago covered 
with furze. Their informers, obferving their eager curiofity, 
muft have trifled with them egregioufly ; for nothing can be 
more diftant from truth than each remark. At Teignmouth, 
the cliffs overhanging the fea are far from having a picturefque 
appearance: their outline is broad, heavy, unvaried, and un- 

plealing. The picturefque rocks are between Teignmouth 
ad Dawlith ; ond; though our author profeffes to * follow 
the fouthern ‘coatt,’ he unfortunately left it, and loft one of 
the moft agreeable retirements tor fea-bathing in the welt. 
His want of information was unfortunate in another 


. view : he was within a few miles of the calcareous country, 


where a great variety of the moft curious Englifh marbles are 
dug, which he paffed without feeing ; and he defcribes_ oaly 
one of the coarfeft kind, at Chudleigh. The clays in the 
neighbourhood of Teignmouth, the great fupport of the Eng-. 
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lith potteries,: are: unnoticed’by him;, but the Bovey coal-works 
are not negleéted. Had-he put, however, a piece of the coab 
into the fire,,or followed it to the adjoining cottages, he would 
have found it to be effentially different from charred wood ; 
and, if.he had attended.to the: horizontal. dire@ion of the 
fibres, the angle they form: with the furface, and the materials 
n which they were»embedded, he would at leaft have hefi- 
tated in fayingithat: 4:theBovey:coal has evidently been wood.” 

Berry-Pomeroy caftle, and the whole country around, to 
Dartmouth and Plymouth, are furveyed with accuracy. The 
vegetable. and mineral riches of thofe parts, however, do not feem 
to have made a very ftrong impreffion on our travellers. » Tit 
Cornwall, they were much more fortunate in: companions; or 
in information: and their accounts of the mines, &c. though 
flight, are often: interefting, and; for general readers, fatis« 
* factory. , We cannot give. an account of the country, but 
fhall extract deferiptions of two:of the mines. | 


‘ Polgooth, one of the richeft and largeft tin-mines in the county, 
if not in the ‘world, is fituated: about two miles fouth-weft from 
St. Auftle. The furrounding country is for many miles bleak, 
barren, and tedious to the eye. —I ought not indeed to call it 
barren, for its, bowels contain riches, though, like the fhabby mien 
of the mifery its afpeét does not correfpond with the hoards, 

« Thereare no lefs than fifty fhafts in Polgooth; twenty-fix are 
ftill in-ufe, ‘with as many horizontal wheels, or whims. The main 
vein of ore, whiceh-is about fix feet thick, runs from eaft to weft, 
and dips to-thenorth at‘the rate of about fix feet in a fathom. 
Towards the ‘eaft it divides into two branches, and there is another 
that cuts the’ former nearly at a. right angle, and confequently runs 
north and fouth, dipping to the eaft. The exact extent of this 
mine has not been afcértained, but we were informed that. it has 
afforded -tin the fall length of a mile. The depth of the engines 
fhaft is about one hundred and ten fathoms, and this machine draws 
up, at.each ftroke, a column ‘of water thirty feet in height, and fifs 
teen inches in diameter. There is alfo an’ excellent overfhot water- 
engine, with a wheel thirty-fix feet indiameter, ‘The ore is diffe- 
minated: in°geriéral through a matrix-of caple*, accompanied with 
yellow cupreous pyrites, and fometimes ferrugineous ochre. It is 
of the vitreous kind, but rarely found in cryftals; —the colour for 
the moft part greyith brown.. The country + of the ore is. chiefly 





—- 

‘* It muft be remembered that I now ufe the terms of the miners, which are 
commonly very vague. Cap/e is as vague an one as any. Sometimes it is given 
as a general term to the cruft, or coating of the ore; fometimes to an argilla- 
ceous fub::ance, and fometimes to a quartzofe one. The miners are directed 
folely hy the externa facies of a mineral, and even about the name applicable to 
that f{carcely two can agree. They have pretty generally determined, however, 
that caple mutt ‘be black, and at Polgooth they mean a heavy kind of quartz 
which is perfectly opake, clofe textured, and contains a large portion of argill." 

‘+ By the country of an ore the miners mean the foil, or fabfance, through 
which the veins of ore run, or-in which they are imbedded.’ 
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a greyith killas, but we obferved large heaps of what the minerg 
¢eall- elvan ftone* about the fhafts. This fubftance, they told us, 
formed a crofs courfe, and drove the vein of tin feveral feet out of 
the direct line. | Polgooth is faid to have yielded«a clear profit of 
one thoufand five hundred pounds per month, and Borlafe mentions 
that in his time the proprietors gained twenty thoufand pounds 
annually, feveral years following. Upwards of feventeen thoufand 
pounds were expended, however, before the mine yielded one 


fuilling.’ Vol. i. P. 155. 





7 


: & We were impatient to fee the wherry mine (mentioned before) 
fituated in the bay, about half a mile beyond Penzance. The 
opening of this mine was an aftonifhingly adventurous undertaking. 
I have never heard of one fimilar to it in any other part of the 
world. — Imagine the defcent into a mine through the fea; the 
miners working at the depth of: feventeen fathoms only below the 
waves; the rod of a fteam engine extending from the fhore to the 
fhaft, a diftance of nearly one hundred and tweaty fathoms; and a 

reat number of men momentarily menaced with an inundation of 
the fea, which continually drains in no {mall quantity through the 
roof of the mine, and roars loud enough to be diftinétly heard in it! 
the defcent is by means of a rope tied round the thighs, and you 
are let down in a manner exaétly the fame as a bucket is into a 
well; a well indeed it is, for the water is more than knee-deep in 
many parts of the mine. The upper part of the fhaft refembles an 
immenfe iron chimney, elevated about twelye feet above the level 
of the fea, and a narrow platform leads to it from the beach; clofe 
to this is the engine-fhaft, through which the water is brought up 
from below. Tin is the principal produce of the wherry-mine; it 
is found difperfed (in fmall, indurated, glafs-like lumps, of a blackifh 
colour) in a fubftance refembling the elvan of Polgooth, but much 
more compact in texture, and of the nature of a porphysy. Some 
of the tin is found mixed with pyritous copper, which is in a quart- 
zofe matrix. A black hard killas forms the upper ftratum of thé 
mine, and below it appears the fubftance mentioned before, The 
inclination of the lode is towards the north, about fix feet in a fa- 
thom, and its breadth is thought te be no lefs than ten fathoms. 
The ore is extremely rich.’ Vol. i. vp. 208, 


As a fpecimen of the defcriptive talents of Mr. Maton, wé 
fhall prefer the fhort account of Land’s-end, to the longer and 
more interrupted defcription of the gigantic features of St: 
Michael’s mount. 


Chet 





¢* This term is given to fubftances perfectly different in their compofition; 
and we could never obtain a fatisfaétory definition of an elvan tone. The elvan 
of Polgooth, however, is a greenifh, or cinereeus granite, compofed of quartz; 
mica, tclefpar, and fome fteatites intimately blended. It is fometimes found in 
a decompofing ftate, when it allumes a pale yellowifh colour, and a porphyriti¢ 
texture.’ 





| 
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¢ After croffing fome rocks, which we. at firft conceived to be 
the final barriers to our progrefs weftward, we came to the grand 
promontory that projects into the Atlantic farther than any other 
part of the Cornith coaft. This is the Land’s-end — a very ftrik- 
ing fpot, both on account of the vaftnefs of the objects it prefents, 
and the convulfed features of the furrounding country. There is 
a cavern underneath, and here the waves of the ocean burft aad 
bellow with a tremendous fury, The huge detached piles of rocks 
lying juft off the land muft have once adjoined to it, and we may 
imagine the latter to have been once_connected with the diftant ifles 
of Scilly. Thefe ifles, though nine leagues from us, were vifible to 
the fouth-weft, appearing like a clufter of cliffs, round which the 
Atlantic rolled in a mighty horizontal curve. Juft off the Land’s- 
end, on a large rock called the armed knight, ftands a light-houfe, 
the windows of which, though almoft one hundred feet in height, 
have often been broken by the {pray in a tempeft !’ Vol..i. ps a6, 


Mr. Maton ‘returned along the northern coafts of Corn- 
wall; and he has given a very good aecount of the minés 
in that diftri€t, the dire&tion of the Jodes, the modes of dig- 
ging, fimelting, &e. This part, though valuable to the mine- 
ralogilt, is lefs interefting to other readers. “The whole pic- 
ture is gloomy and diftreffing in’a high degree, The air 
clouded with fmoke— the ground bare, black, with fcarcely 
a trace. of vegetation — inhabitants pale, weak, and emaci- 
ated, from the deleterious fumes — lead us to turn our eyes to 
more pleafing fcenes. Thefe, however, do not foon occur. 

The account of Plymouthvis not incorrect. Inthat of Mount 
Edgecumbe, the author does not feem to have felt, with fuffi- 
cient enthufiafm, the delightful fcenery of the park, or, with 
fuficient difguft, the barren, dreary, uniformity of the land’ 
profpect, 

The defcription ‘of the country towards Dartmoor leads to 
an account of the tin and copper mines of Devonthire, as well 
as of the different inftitutions of the Devonihire miners, Lyd- 
ford water-fall is imperfectly and coldly defcribed ; the view 
from Lydford bridge, with more animation. Nothing, parti- 
cularly new, occurs in the return to Salifbury. 

The fecond volume is, in many refpects, lefs interefting. 
Our author’s picturefque tafte is juitly called forth in the view 
from Caftle green, at the weftern extremity of Salifbury; but, 
as it feems an extraordinary exertion, it is of courfe foon 
concluded. ‘The town of Sherborn, its caftle, lodge, and 
church, are defcribed at fome length , and the travellers foon 
reach the chalk country. The following remarks deferve 
Notce, 


¢ Before we fearched into the nature of the {nbfoil, we were fuf- 


ficiently inftruéted that it had pafled into chalk by the altered afpeds 
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of vegetation. By attending to this circumftance, the migetalogift 
may often ,qbtain pretty. certain indications of. the tranfitions of 
firata, and thus agriculture and botany lend their affiftance:to him, 
as well as prove their intimate conneétion with each others. Agni- 
culture, in its.turn, receives help from mineralogy, for foils being fo 
much dependent on the decompofition of their fubftrata,.the farmer 
can afcertain_neither the nature, nor the probability of finding .a 
depth, of the fornier, but by learning the texture and properties of 
the minerals which conftitute the latter. The botanift will-afford 
information both to the farmer and.to the mineralogift, He will 
often tell them, by the prefence of one particular plant, fuch, for 
inftance, as ledy/arum onobrychis ({aint-foin), cempanula glomerata, 
or even the humble little Aippocrepis comofa (horfe-fhoe vetch), that 
the foil can be no other than a cretaceous one, and will point out 
in pteris aguilina (brakes) a certain witnefs of a depth of mould,’ 
Vol, ii, P. 15. 


About Wrantage, the chalk degener ates into grit, occafio- 
nally mixed with flint; and this 1» Taunton Dean becomes 
red res which communicates with a fimilar foil- in’ Deven- 
fhire, flightly interrupted. ‘Taunton is defcribed at unufual 
length. 

Mr. Niaton again enters Devonthire, ‘and f peak’s of the 
luxuriant fcenery of Colombton,: the bridge-over be Colomb, 
and this river falling into the. Exe: near. Huckfham.* The 
whole of this account is a {trange mixture ‘of exaggeration. 
and miftake, which, on another vilit, Our author may perhaps 
correct, That the refufe manganefe contributes toythe ferti- 
lity of-ground, is a new remark, to which: we-do not:agree. 

‘Fhe northern coafts of Devonhhire, and the: principal 
towns,,/are correétly, but fhortly defcribed.. Our author is 
erroneous, however, in his fuppofition that cider will:dffolve; 
lead, when vitrified. The following fhort defeription: is in 
his beft ftyle. , 


~ ¢ A very barren, uninterefting tract foon fucceeds the cultivation 
and beauty fo fopipEpous } in the environs of Barnftaple. Towards 
Tifracombe, however, the country affames a very peculiar and dif- 
torted afpect, being broken into vaft knolls, fteep precipices, and 
irregular hollows. ‘The nearer we approach the  coaft, the’ more, 
wild and uncommon is the contozr of the landfcape, a the road 
feems fometimes, at a diftance, ftopt by tremendous gaps, forbid- 
ding any farther progrefs; — at length it winds down an immenfe 
declivity, and brings us within fight of Ilfracombe. The fantaftic 
effect of the*furrounding fcenery is now loft; its features, which, 
like the ftrange diftortions of a diftant cloud, the imagination clothes 
with fomething of horridnefs, become fuddenly melted down into” 
forms more familiar.’ Vol. ii. P.. 70% | 


» The fcénery and the mines (now almoft forfaken) at Combe 
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Martin are next noticed; and an expeétation of the union of 
killas and granite might have been gratified in many patts of 
this county ; but’ they never degenerate into each other: in 
thahy inftances, as in Scotland, the killas /eems to fink under 
the granite. 

The Valley of.Stones, and the country round it, are defcribed 
with animation: we are forty that it would form an extra& 
too long for our limits. The mere defcription occurs in other 
works; but the following obfervations are peculiarly our au- 
thor’s own, | 


‘ We endeavoured to trace the feveral fteps by which végetation 
has advanced in this valley. Mary maffes of rock once expofed 
to view are now wholly clothed with turf; others are juft acquiring 
a veftment of mofs; whilft others manifeft only faint figns of in- 
cipient organization, We may form fome notion of the fucceffion 
in which one tribe of vegetable bodies become fubfervient, by the 
regulated feafon of their decay, to the exiftence and fupport of 
another. On this rock we perceive Lichen geographicus, L. niger, 
byfus antiquitatis, and others of the cruftaceous, or lefs perfect 
divifion of plants, unmolefted in their habitations; but prefently, 
on another mafs, L, /axatilis, nigre/cens, and fragilis, become in- 
truders on the former. In another place thefe are decompofing, 
and conftitute a pabulum, or mould for two or three fpecies of 
Bryum, Lichen uncialis, pyxidatus, and other plants of this rank. 
Here again we find further effects of decompofition, and a thin foil 
prepared for the reception of a dypnum, or of a little grafs, or lattly, 
of the more evidently organized erica. As I amufed myfelf with 
thefe obfervations, and remarked the great prevalence of fome {pe- 
cies of lichen and the total abfence of others, I was led to refleé& on 
the aid that this curious tribe of vegetables affords to mineralogy, 
The moft abundant plant, by fat, was L. geographicus; L. lafeus, 
niger, Jederi, tartareus, and fragilis, were frequent; but fcarcely 
-any fpecimens of the common yellow liverwort (L. parietinus) 
were to be found. This circumftance would alone have been fuf- 
ficient to thew that the compofition of the rock was of a peculiar 
kind. JL. calearews and byffus faxatilis being partial to limeftone, 
wherever that ftone occurs amongft others, it may at once be di- 
ftinguifhed, by thefe fpecies adhering to it; L. cafius and cupularis 
are known to abound only on flate mountains; L. furfuraceus 
feems to prefer granite; and many others might be pointed out 
equally nice with regard to their place of abode. Sudden varie 
ations, then, in the compofition of rocks may often be difcevered 
at merely a glance, by becoming acquainted with their more ob- 
vious vegetable inhabitants,’ . Vol. ii. Pp. 88. 


The northern coafl, excepting Dunfter caftle, the road to 
Bridgewater, and the town itfelf, are paffed over too curforily. 
In this part, trees are often found, on digging, in their natu- 
Cair. Rey, Vou. XXII. April, 1798. d 
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- yal pofition, which may either arife from the fubfiding of the 


round, as Mr. Maton fuppofes, or the accumulation of foil. 
We would attribute it, for many ‘reafons, to: the latter ;.. and, 
whoever has obferved the foil round. Bridgewater, | and the 
femi-folid ftate of its water, from diffufed clay, will probably, 
adopt the fame opmion. . Eaft of Bridgewater the clay is foon 
eombined with-horizontal ftrata of lime-fione. 

~The Chedder rocks are delineated with a bold and difcri- 
minating pencil; and, though they have been often defcribed, 
the prefent account may vie with that of any modern traveller, 
The Mendip mines of calamine, and the lead mines of this 
diftriGt, are alfo Tatisfactorily noticed. Wokey hole of courfe 
claims its fhare of attention. 

Wells and Glaftonbury are deferibed at too great length. 
About Emborough, the lime becomes free-ftone ; and, under 
this, with fome imtermediate argillaceous ftrata, lies the coal 
of the neighbourhood. ‘To our knowledge of the coal ftrata, 
Mr. Maton adds nothing. | 

Fhe account of the ftrata around Bath prefents nothing new 
or interefting ; nor, indeed, do we find any thing in the re- 
mainder of the tour, which Tequires further detail. 

The mineralogical map is on too {mall a feale, and in many 
refpects inaccurate. ‘This is more to be regretted, as Mr. Fra- 
fer’s map of Devonfhire, at leaft, might eafily have been con- 
fulted ; and, with all the faults or that author’s furvey, the 
map, fo far as our knowledge extends, is accurate. _ Upon the 
whole, we cannot {peak highly of thefe volames. ‘Truth and 
error, accuracy and’ inattention, are fo frequently mixed, that 
we dare not recommend them in general as competent guides 
in the tour defcribed. We truft that another vifir to thefe 
regions will contribute greatly to the value of a new edition. 





The Hiftory of Devonfhire. In Three Volumes. By the Rev. 
Richard Polwhele, of Polwhele in Cornwall, and late of 
Chrift-Church, Oxford. Vol. I, Folio. al. 2s. Boardse 
Cadell and Davies. 


THE hiftory of a large and, varied county is a work fo 
arduous, and requires talents of. fuch different and oppofite 
kinds, that even to approach perfection may be deemed no 
common or inconfiderable excellence ; to fail with decenc 
no little merit. ‘Lhe poet’s eye, ‘in a fine frenzy rolling,’ 
may defcribe the picture{que {cenery, of a beautiful diftria,— 


the laborious sntiguary may delineate the ancient ftructure, 


* and, of each ‘ ftoried window,’ or each ornamented pinnacle, 


fix the proper date, or afcertain the legitimate proportions, 
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«the genealogift may penetrate through the obfeurity~ of nu~ 
merous ages, to connect diftant families, or to draw a lineage 
from fome boafted anceftor,—and the philofopher -may trace 
nature in all her varieties of animal life, of vegetable beauty, 
or of minetal utility.. But the brilliancy of genius is litle 
adapted to patient toil; and the drudgery of genealogical re 
fearch is feldom combined with the more varied excurfidns of 
the poet and the man of*tafte and fcience. From the want of 
an union of thefe requifites, provincial hiftories have frequently 
difappointed the expectations of their patrons. It has rarely’ 
happened that a than of extenfive views, and general fcientife 
information, has engaged in the tafk. For fuch an hiftoriang 
mferior agents might copy epitaphs, or defcribe churehes; bo- 
tanifts and mineralogifts might unite under his aufpices, and al- 
low their ftores to be arranged and adorned. under his hands; and 
he would not only allow to the genealogift and the chorogra4 
pher, their proper fhare, but pid 7 place their labors where they 
might be relieved by more animating and more interefting 
feenes.. With fuch affiftance he might keep up the atterition 
of his readers ; and by conftantly introducing novelty, where 
trite defeription has had its. fhare, would eaiee his work ya~ 
ried, pleafing, and interefting. : an 
The firft idea of a regular and complete Hiftory of Devon- 
fhire was, we believe, formed by Dr. Lyttelton, while dean of its 
metropolis. The few collections which he made came into the 
hands of his fucceffor, Dr. Milles, who added to them confadera~ 
bly. Rifdon’s furvey of the county was begun in 1605, but was 
not completed before 1630. It was firft printed-in 1714, ina 
very incorre¢t and imperfect manner ; and it was this edition 
which Mr. Chapple intended to republifh, and for which: he 
made ample preparations. One pait of this enlarged edition 
appeared in 1775, and was noticed by us*. This gentleman’s 
materials were purchafed by Sir Robert Palk,*and by him 
configned to Mr. Badcock. If the latter very lively and ex- 
tenfively learned man had engaged with earneftnefs..in the 
tafk, he would probably have produced’a work of the. firft 
clafs, which might have proved a model for every future 
county-hiftorian ; but his mind and body, broken by vexation 
and difeafe, were no longer adapted to an office which. requir 
ed youth, health, and activity. We believe he did little, but 
that little was returned with Mr. Chapple’s MSS. to Sir Ro- 
bert Palk; and the whole is often quoted under the title of 
the Palkian MSS. In thefe we find none of the collections of 
Lyttelton or Milles; and, though the name of the latter ig 
fometimes quoted, we fufpe& that all his collections have not 
been communicated to the prefent writer:—if they were, his 





* Sce Critical Raley Vol, LX. p. 193. 
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. ftores.muft have been. very pariting. ‘Fhefe ate therefore the 


principal materials of Mr. Polwhele, if we except voluntary 
communications. Under this title we meet with many names 
which we never before heard; but merit will fometimes fhrink 
from inquiry. . We regret that we do not meet with the.names 
of fome gentlemen, from whoin the.author might ‘have: re~ 
ceived effenrial aid... 
It_is the fecond volume which we new take up; and for 
— feemingly irregular ftep, as well as. the delay, fome apo- 
a, Gaga be requilite., In fact, we were unwilling to engage 
in'the confideration of a work, the whole plan of which had 
not been fully explained ;.and, difgufted.as we had been by 
the weaknefs and errors of a crude injudicious work, — 
« Hiftorical Views,’ noticed in the ninth volume of our 
Arrangement, p. 267.) we wifhed to fee Mr. Polwhele’s 
fancies in a better drefs, that we might take up his Hiftory 
without prejudice. A part only of the firft volume, however, 
is yet publithed. 
r. Polwhele thus mtroduces us to the pants of . other 
siieles dbtitisne, and his own :— 


¢ ‘The. materials for a provincial hiftory are a vaft and heteroge- 
neous mafs, the difcordant parts of which are with difficulty fepa- 
fated and regularly difpofed. But, to exhibit clear views of his 
fubjeéts, feems to be as indifpenfably required from the hiftorian 
as from the painter: this, indeed, fhould be more peculiarly the 
dim of the provincial hiftorian. Yet few writers of county-hifto- 
ries; have {yfficiently attended to perfpicuity, in the arrangement 
of ‘their materials. The natural hiftory, the antiquities, the civil 
hiftory, andthe ‘chorography of a county (including a. great variety 
of fubordinate topics) have generally been treated ‘promifcuoufly. 
The writer, after a curfory furvey of his county, divides it into 
parifhes. _ And, in each parifh, we are furnifhed with alt the par- 
ticulars of its atural hiftory'and antiquities, political tranfaétions, 
éivil.and refigious conftitution, architecture, agriculture, mining, 
manufaures, commerce, language, literature, and biography ;. to 
which are fubjoined notices of the inhabitants, as to their bodily 
ftrength and longevity, their ufages and their manners. Unconge- 
hial as thefe trbjeéts, for the moft part, are, with chorographical 
defcription, or genealogical detail, the author attempts to bring 
thetn all together, within the narrow parochial boundaries that he 
feés prefetibed to him: and, as often as he enters’a new parifh, he 
hath the fame ground to go over again — the fame tafk to perform 
afrefh. In this manner each parifh embraces its own hiftory; in- 
dependent on iss neighbouf : and the book contains as many hifto- 
ries as parifhes. The compiler, however, who purfues this plan, 
hath: one obvious advantage over the more regular ‘hiftorian.’ In 
his account of every parifh, he has fome chance of engaging the 
attention of his readers. Where natural hiftory. is defeétive, anti- 
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quities may fupply the want of it: where the fearch for antiquities 
hath been fruitlefs, biography may come to the writer’s aid.’ The 
fame obfervation may be extended to the other various topics, that 
prefs for a place within the little circle I have mentioned. This; 
wherever we open the volume, we find fomething to amufe the 
mind: end the tedioufnefs of genealogies, in particular, is every 
where relieved. But fuch a compilation is very unfatisfactory on 
the whole: it is mechanical, without connexion: it is artificial; 
without elegance: and it becomes tirefome,; if read for any length 
of time, from the unvaried repetition of the fame ‘feries of topics." 
P. 1, ' ’ 

This plan, though reprobated by Mr. Polwhele, prefents a 
variety and an entertainment that _muft fecure it attention ; 
and, at a time when we had fcarcely recovered the fatigue of 
wading through the dreary pages of the prefent hiftory, ap- 
peared to us peculiarly fafcinating. On the contrary, to fol- 
low the dry cherographer through fucceffive paffages, arbitra- 
rily connected by deaneries, the method of Mr. Polwhele, %% 
a tafk both tedious and difficult. We are burried,.in the dif- 
ferent divifions, from the banks of the Exe to the rugged fea- 
tures of Biackdown ; and find, in the fame page, eftates and 
families, differing in foil, in’ hiftory, and in manners. “We re- 
cognize at leaft in this mode, we cannot call it affangement; 
the artifice of the poet,—*‘ modo me Thebis, modo ponit Athens.” 

To repeat indéed each cuftom, or to defcribe, in unmeaning 
detail, the inhab.tants of every parifh, is what: no county-hif- 
torian has yet attempted ; but, had the hiftorian of Devonthire 
divided hisfurvey in a way lefs ‘ mechanical’ than that which 
he has adopted, he needed not to have repeated his deferiptions®. 
The inhabitants of the feascait, of the Higher regions of 
Dartmoor, and of the lower grounds, would have formed va- 
ried aad interefting groupes. The failor, the fhepherd, the 
farmer, and the miner, differ nearly as much as man can dif- 
fer from man. ; 


‘It is not, however, iu deference to the judgment of per- 
fons whofe ideas are circumfcribed within the linits of their re- 
{fpective parifhes, and who are attracted only by notices of their 
own lands, or the eftates around them, that I have purfued my pre: 
fent plan ; I have purfued it from a conviction, that this method is 
clear and diftinét. My-defcriptions, it is true, may frequently ap- 
pear fuperficial and defe€tive : but they cannog either appear the qne, 
or the other, to thofe who comprehend the defign of the whole work ; 
and to thofe who do not, I addrefs neither explanations nor apolo- 
gies,” P,ji, n bs edie xacaie 

This obfervation aprears to us decifive again/? the plan. 
- To cotleét the accounts of each place, to dive -below the 
furface, and to fupply defects, various parts-of the work: muft 
be confulted,—an inconvenience till more fenfible in flowly 
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fucceeding volumes, where, preiabn for the completion ‘of 


even the account of Exeter, we muft wait feveral years. But 
as the author, in compliance with the wifhes of friends 
¢ whom he reveres,’ and, feemingly, in full- confidence of his 
own, powers of entertainment, has given us this * caput mor- 
tuum,’ we mutt, in duty, follow him: we muft analyfe this 
dull inert mafs ; and perhaps fome particles of gold will repay 
the coil. 

A fhort defcription of Exeter precedes the account of the 
cathedral, In the church-yard two houfes only are noticed :— 
the reft will perhaps be found in the third volume, The 
church is carefully defcribed; and the epitaphs, we fuppofe, 
are correctly tranfcribed. When, however, in this and other 
places, Mr. Polwhele mentions the value of the different 
offices and livings in the king’s books, we with he had added 
their prefent fuppofed value. 

_ With the general defcription of the archdeaconry of Exeter 
we were highly plegfed. 

¢ Here, we have landfcapes enriched with all the beauties of fer- 
tility, and in an high {tate of cultivation, There, opens a fcenery 
untouched .by ayy hand but that of nature, in which fhe’ hath dif- 
played, though ona {mall fcale, views fimilar to thofe of the 
meft mountainous and difordered parts of the globe. 

_* From fo broken a country muft arife great inconveniencies to 
the traveller: but the hand of art hath interpofed ; and he is accom- 
modated with firm, even, and well-made roads, Nor fhould he re- 
gret the fteepnefs of the hills, and the difficulty of their afcent, whilft 
the tedioufnefs of the way may be relieved by the quick fucceflion 
of highlands and dales, and the fhort diftances between our houfes, 
villages, and towns. 

‘ And the numerous inclofures of pafture and corn-land (the 
fences of which partly confift of fhrubs and trees) together. with 
fiaurifhing orchards thickly interfperfed, fo finely diverfify the fcene, 
that, at almoft every ep, we are prefented with a new and charm- 
ing landfcape. Even in the more inland parts, which have not 
the advantage of fea-profpects, we fcarcely look for any additional 
beauty. In this manner is the eye delighted, during the fpring and 
-fammer feafons in particular, whilft the bloom of our orchards.and 
. the flowers and fhrubs in our hedges afford ftill farther pleafure.’ 
Vol. ii, PB, 5. 





~€ In the mean time, the more open and lefs fertile tracts are 
rendered highly pleafing by the force of contraft to a picturefque 
imagination, In fome places, large woods and coppices, broken 
by {mall inclofures, have a fine effect as viewed from the downs + 
in others, the torrs of the foreit are oppofed to {pots of the liveliett 
verdure. within reach of the eye, And here, at nearer diftances, we 
fee herds of cattle feeding among the fcattered rocks—there, all 
the bufy varieties of the farm, 
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‘ Even in winter, this county feems to poflefs the more agreea~ 
‘ble charms of landfcapé — fach as no other part of the ifland’ pre- 
‘fumes to emulate : and this is principally owing to the peculiarity 
of our earthen’ fence’, which exceed in height moft others in Enp- 
land, and are full of evergreens. ' 
‘And our hedgerow trees, though ftript of their leaves, are” ftill 
clafped by the ivy, and. often by the periwinkle. But the holly, 
obfervable in almoft every part of Devonfhire, that fpreads for fé. 
verdl miles without interruption through many of our hedges, form- 
ing in one plice an impenetrable fence by the clofenefs of ifs 
boughs, and the pricklinefs of its leaves; in another {eparating into 
diftiné trees, whofe tall and ftraight ftems are no lefs elegant than 
their glofly verdure and {carlet berry ; this is an obje& we have 
eminently to boait, and which is, doubtlefs, the firft in the piétd- 
refque, pee | 
'* Nor ought we to negleé thofe adventitious images which 
muft neceflarily prefent themfelves to obfervation in fo variegated a 
county, and which to the eye of the painter or the poet, afé no lefs 
gratifying than the permanent features of a landfcape. By adven- 
titious images, I chiefly mean the rich tints of light, and. the ftrong 
fhadow from the breaking of a cloud, interrupted by the hills in its 
paflage ; and the apparent fleetingnefs of objects from the quitk 
tranfition of lighter clouds over fo hilly a country. Ina flat coun. 
try, this diverfification is wariting. Here a pafling clond alters for 
a moment the features of the whole fcene; and new objetts rife 
fuddenly to view, whilft thofe we were contemplating, fade away. 
Fogs, alfb, failing along the vallies, fkirting the woods, or hanging 
upon the fides of the hills, are more frequently feen in Dévonthire 
than many other countiés of England.’ p. 6, 


We have afterwards a more particular defcription. of the 
foil and rivers of this diftri€&t ; but it is, in fome meafure, un- 
intelligible, for want of an affiftance of the firft importance, — 
amap. In reading this account with attention, we meet wit 
fome fingularities.. If the country between the Exe and the 
‘Teign be one of the mot fruitful parts of Devonthire, though 
divided by a down from one to three miles broad, the great 
fertility of this county cannot be boafted of. In another place, 
we meet with a ‘/rong ftratum,’ we fuppofe in oppofition to the 
bogs adjoining to Exmoor: in another, a river ig mentioned .as 
running to the fea, which has always been defcribed as loft 
among the pebbles of the beach,— we mean the Sid. In al- 
moft every part of this fection we are referred to fomething 
which is to precede or to follow: the where and the when 
are not explained. . : , sp 

In the account of the deanery of Exeter, we have a defcrip- 
tion of the churches of Exeter and its neighbourhood. We could 
not avoid remarking, that Mr. Polwhele’s predeceffgr in thefe 
colleQions, the man to whom the prefent volume is much more 
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indebted than to our author, is paffed- over with fingylar 
neglect. The deanery of Cadbury follows, which offers ne 
particular fubje&t of obfervation, if we. except .the. deriva- 
tions... Thefe are often trifling, and in fome inftances grofs- 
ly miftaken; but even truth in. fuch difquifitions is like 
* two pylon of wheat in two bufhels. of chat: you. thall 

] 


feek all day ere you find them, and when you have them they 
are not worth the fearch.’ Nothing more ftrongly evinces the 
futility of etymological inquiries in the prefent inftance, than 
_ the number of fources from which the fame appellation may, 

with equal probability, be derived. The deanery of Dunsford 
is equally barren of intereft and entertainment. In that of 
Kenne. we find Crediton ; and, as a curious inftance of the 
vaft advantages of our author’s imartificial plan, the neigh- 
bouring and almoft united parifh, Sandford, is at the diftance 
of more.than fifty pages. We-were more ftruck with his de- 
{cription of this place, as, in paffing through it fome years 
fince, we formed a very different opinion; nor can we under- 
ftand how the fituation can be faid ‘ to have every thing to re- 
commend it,’ when on the eaft and weft the hills are of im- 
menfe height, and the town is chiefly built in a valley fo nar- 
row, that the gardens on one fide afcend a fteep hill. From 
this comparative valley we defcended about a mile, before we 
reached Downes, the feat of Mr. Buller, which was then ina 
marth at the ottom of a hill: but, perhaps, the houfe has been 
rebuilt, and the town raifed by fome fubterranecous commo-s 
tion. . We enlarge.on this part becaufe our recollection of it 
is mose perfe&t ; but we perceive numerous inftances of what 
we fufpecét to be the groffeft inaccuracy, which our local 
knowledge is not fo exa&t as to dete with certainty. In 
the account of Exminfter, fogs are mentioned by Rifdon as 
frequent and unhealthy. The fact is allowed by Mr. Pol+ 
whele ; but-a fneer at Rifdon is fubjoined. We introduce this 
yernark for the fake of a more general obfervation,— that ‘not 
a fingle predeceffor in the hiftory of Devonthire efcapes 
without the cenfure of the prefent author.. Thefe cenfures are 
fometimes fo rude, as to excite the fevereft indignation; and 
fometimes fo apparently unfounded, as to recoil on himfelf, 

Ugbrook is well defcribed; and, in many parts of the account 
of eignmouth, the writer feems to mefit our Commendation, 
The fituation, however, is very incorreétly ftated to be at the 
bottom of the bay between the Nofe and Portland. This de- 
fcription would equally (uit Sidmouth, at the diftance of near- 
ly twenty miles. — 

We thall pas over the prouder fcenes of Mamhead, Pow- 
Gerham,.and Ugbrook, to defcribe-the humbler grounds of 
Oxion, in our author’s words. . He-{eems to treat of this {pot 
con amore, saoge. : 
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~€ Phe manfion-houfe at Oxton is a large building, planned by 
its prefent pofleffor: and, executed under his infpection, it refleéts 
honour on his tafte; as well as the laté improvements of the tirs 
cumjaceat grounds, which, confifting of about 320 acres, are laid 
out in a ftvle.that perfectly accords with the modern fafhion in 
gardening. This, indeed, if it may be termed a fafhion; is not like 
other fathions, fluctuating or uncertain ; fince it is founded on the 
principles of nature and truth. -And, he to whom thefe principles . 
are familiar, would with pleafure frequent the groves of Oxton, Ina 
the woods that overhang its romantic hills, there are fome noble 
trees; and here the mountain-afh, as a tree, aflumes a peculiar cha- 
raéter——a beautiful plant, when blofloming, or feftooned with ber- 
ries. The paths by which we penetrate the recefles of thefe native 
woods, are opened with the exacteft judgment: and from every 
ruftic feat‘we are prefented with fome ‘new profpeét; which feems 
to float “ in airy portraiture,” as it breaks upon the eye through the 
waving foliage. On the fide which borders upon Mambhead, the 
way from Oxton to that fine feat of lord Lifburne, winds delight- 
fully through many varieties of land{cape. . And, rifing on one of 
the higheft eminences above the woods, a pleafure houfe, called the 
cottage, may well_be deemed facred to friendfhip and:the mufes, 
Built in the Gothic ftyle, and adorned on the infide with the pro- 
dugtions of Mr. Swete’s elegant pencil, we look from its windows 
over a country, which, though viewed from the neighboiirin 
heights, feems dreft with new charms from this point of profpeé®, 
The Exe, after having wafhed the walls of Exeter, is, from hence, 
beheld emptying its waters into the fea: and the leaden hue of 
Haldoo oppofed to the brilliance of the fcenery below, has fromthe 
cottage a peculiarly fine effect. On the oppofite hills of “Oxton 
there are beauties, alfo, worthy the pencil of their pofleffor: but 
have time only to notice a ftately grove of holly, which is, here, une 
commonly tall and fpreading. Yet, amidft the intervening valley, 
we fhould remember the wandering of the ftream and the {till ex= 
panfe of water gleaming beneath the trees, and the cafcade that 
foams at the bafe of a high perpendicular rock. And this vale aps 
pears to greatvadvantage from the houfe ; whilft the Belvidere at 
diftance feems to finifh the whole.’ Pp. 162, 


The defcription of the profpeét from the Belvidere>at 
Powderham alfo deferves our attention, as Powderham has 
been fo unaccountably overlooked by a late picturefque tra- 
veller. 7 


‘ The views from the Belvidere are a complete garden — its parts 
difcriminated with the nioft brilliant diftinctnefs, yet flowing into 
one beautiful whole. To conceive an accurate idea of thefe fine 
peculiarities; we afcend the ftaircafe of the Belvidere, and feparately 
furvey the three different parts from the three windows of its ele- 
gent room. If we begin with the fouth-weit view, from the fouthe 
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weft window, we are prefented with a rich morning landtkape. "In 
the foreground we are at firft flruck with the plantations of fir, 
birch, afpin, and other kinds of trees, that flope away from the 
fteep verdant hill on which the Belvidere ftands. To the right, a 
fmall piece of water breaks out above the wooded valley ; which 
feems, by an agreeable deception, to lofe- itfelf amidft the trees; 
when, carrying the eye along the fkirting of the plantation, we meet 
a canal apparently a continuation of this water. Above the marth; 
on the fides of the hill dire@tly oppofite, we fee a variety of enclofed 

round ftretching away to a great extent —paftures, corn-fields, and 
orchards. Still farther and-bownding the profpect, the flinty moun- 
tain-of Haldon feems to fupport the clouds, in ove long line above 
thefe variegated enclofures. This unbroken line is terminated, té 
the right, by Lawrence caftle ; to the left, by the obelifk of Mam- 
head. Removing to the fouth-eaft window, we have, immediately 
below the eye, the fir-plantations {till continued and {weeping down 
the hill; whilft their deep and dark foliage receives an additional 
richnefs ‘from the gleaming of the caftle-turrets. Large groupes of 
trees rife in the park, and overfhadow the caftle. If we look to 
the green marfhy level under this wooded headland, the canal again 
attracts the eye; from the midft of which an iflet emerges, beatie 
tifully planted with fhrubs. Winding round this fpot of verdure 
and fragrance, the artificial ftream purfues its courfe through, the 
marth, till it reaches the river Exe, into which its waters defcend, 
The village of Kenton, interfperfed with orchards, and Warbo- 
rough hill gradually rifing above South town and Starcrdfs, its 
brow crowned with firs, are near and ftriking objects on’-the other 
fide of the canal. At the mouth of the Exe, there ts a long bank 
of fand which:is cailed the Warren, and beyond it, the fea. On 
the other fide of the Exe, at the extreme point of land, we havé - 
Exmouth in profpect ; and on the fame fide, further up the river, 
we catch a glimpfe of the village of Lymp{ftone — above which are 
extenfive hills, apparently not in a ftate of high cultivation. At 
the north-eaft window, the Exe appears in full view; fpreading its 
waters in a wider expanfe, as it directs its courfe through a ftraight 
and fpacious valley. On this fide of the river, the land is rich, but 
not planted, except (in the centre). with fome clumps of fir, and 
here and-there with a few fcattered trees. At a-little diftance up 
the river, on the other fide of it, the town of Topfham fhews various 
irregular buildings: and, ftill looking up the river until we lofe it 
among the hills, we fee the cathedral towers, and a part of the city 
of Exeter (through a bright atmofphere) in beautiful awe 

vy. 171. 

In Powderham, a chapel has been converted into a drawing- 
room, and this is modeftly ftyled an alteration; at Nutwell, 
the converfion of a place of worthip into a library, rifes to an 
improvement ; but, in fome other places, fimilar alterations_ 


are treated as profane 
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‘Fhe extenfive deanery of Kenne.is followed by- that of 
Aylefbeare; and here our author’s artifice (or want of artis 
fice) has admitted of a little connection. Topfham.and Lymps- 
ton feem to be accurately defcribed ; and, in this neighbours 
hood, an ancient family, mentioned in a note, attra¢ted. our 
attention, Their name is Sucpitch, derived, it is faid, from one 
of their anceftors having been found ‘ fucking a biteh.’. Theig 
eftate they hold’ by two little pieces of parchment without date 
or feal, but fuppofed to be of ari zra earlier than the cong 
It is afferted that this family has not afforded a defcendant of 
ability fufficient to add-to the eftate (except, indeed; by the plart- 
tation of 700 elms, about fixty years ago),or {pirit to make a ki- 
beral ufe of it. We remember, fome years ago, to have heard 
from an old gentleman wha had infpected the original deeds, 
that the name was Suc-afpic: we then fuppofed it to ’be 
connected with the Efpecs, the family of the Spekes. 

Exmouth feems, from’ Mr. Polwhele’s account, to be an ad+ 
vantageous fituation for bathing, and a moft falubrious retreat 
for invalids. 

The deaneries of Plymtree and Honiton follow, but afford 
riothing very interefting to the general reader. In a note on 
this part of the work, we obferve a curious promife or a threat, 
that an account will be added of all thofe perfons who have 
accelerated or retarded the work. Mr. Polwhele, we find, 
has cenfure at command ; but this volume has fearcely offered 
us a fingle inftance of glowing praife, except that which re- 
lates to Mr. Swete. In the day of retribution we may perhaps 
have our fhare, and high-founding fatire may gibbet up our 
“names. But on this point we are indifferent :— we fhall always 
inflexibly continue to difpenfe impartial juftice. 

The deaneries of Dunkefwell and Tiverton conclude the 
volume, and are in no refpeét the fubje& of our remarks, ‘Ti- 
verton, the earlieft trading town of the weft, ‘feems not to be 
noticed. with all the attention which it deferves. 

With regard to the principal’ merit of Mr. Polwhele, as an 
hiftorian, and particularly as a chorographer, we catinot eafi- 
ly decide. His accuracy we ‘Have fometimes, even from 
diftant recolle€tion, been able to impeach ; and many: com- 
' plaints of error and inattention have reached us. We perceive 
various marks of fupercilious conceit, of a tendency to blame ; 
and few indications of the gratitude which he ought to feel for 
the affiftance recéived from Mr. Chapple’s MSS. from Rifdon, 
from Sir William Pole, and others. Such a condué cannot - 
have conciliated efteem, and: may have magnified errors. In 
the pow.is of which we can more eafily judge, we cannot 
highly praife our hiftorian. ‘Thereis much apparent incon- 
fiftency in fome of the defcriptions ; others are coloured with 
a fufpicious brilliancy ; and the whole is unconnected, dry, 
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and uninterefting.. The language’is apparently eafy; but there 
isan aukwardnefs which frequently obtrudes itfelf,—that of be- 
ginning fentences, and fometimes paragraphs, with the connect- 
Ing ordisjunctive particles: Upon the whole, we'confider it 
as peculiarly unfortunate for the county, that its hiftory has 
fallen into fuch hands. Either as a faithful defcriber, or as an 
antiquary, the writer does not feem qualified for the tafk. 

Seven plates are added to this volume: their execution 
merits neither cenfure nor praife. 7 
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Memairs of the Houfe of Medici, from its Origin to the Death 
of Francefco, the fecond Grand Duke of Tufcany, and of the 
great Men who flourifhed in Tufcany within that Period, 
From the French of M. Tenhove, with Notes and Obferva- 
tions, by Sir Richard Clayton, Bart. 2Vols. 40. 2. 25. 
Boards. Robinfons. 1797. 


AMONG the numerous candidates who have courted the 
honours of the hiftoric mufe, no writers have been more fuc- 
cefsful than thofe who have confined their refearches to a par- 
ticular period, or a few remarkable events. The fame of 
Thucydides refts on the hiftory of the Peloponnefian war ; 
and Salluft has acquired immortality, as the recorder of the 
crimes, and delineator of the characters, of a Catiline and 
a Jugurtha. To trace back the hiftory of a country to a 
remote 2ra, to times which, from the prevalence of fition 
and romance, can only be elucidated by the faint glimmerings 
of tradition, and the feeble aid of conjecture ; to carry on the 
feries of hiftorical events through ages darkened by ignorance 
and fuperftition, and fupplying litle more than a regifter of 
names, and a calendar of enormities ; muft prove equally un- 
pleafing to the writer and. the reader. At a more advanced period, 
when events, if not more various, are recorded with greatet 
precifion ;. when, from the inquiring {pirit which civilifation 
d'ffufes, the motives of men’s actions are more fully invelti- 
gated, and more juftly appreciated; the hiftorian is perplexed 
with the multiplicity of facts, and encumbered with an un- 
wieldy mafs of materials. Human life is too thort to examine 
and compare all that has been conjectured, afferted, or proved; 
and, therefore, to enter into detail is often to wander in the 
mazes of prejudice and error. But, when an author prefcribes 
to himfelf fome diftin@ portion of hiftory, it is only neceffary 
for him fo fix upon that. which is particularly impor: a:t, and 
therefore likely to be interefimg ; and he may be faid to pro~ 

rtion his means to his ends. He will grafp atno more than 
sa Be labour can accomplith ; and, if he be not deficient Ia 
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ability, the confequence of his judicious choice will be‘repu-’ 
tation to himfelf, and inftruGion to others. 

Thefe remarks were fuggefted by a! perufal of the: volumes 
before us, and may be confidered as an impartial teftimony- of 
approbation to, the general plan. of M. Teuhove’s work, which 
involves a Aéffory rather than memoirs of ‘the illuftrious family” 
of Medici, tor more than three hundred years.. This is one 
of the moft interefting and eventful periods that could be fe- 
lected. Not to mention other caufes, the revival of the arts 
and fciences, and the patronage fhown to the Greek refugees, 
who introduced their literature and tafté'into Italy, muft ren- 
der it peculiarly inftructive to every one who withes to wace 
the progrefs of learning and the fine arts. -No vehicle of com- 
munication could be better adapted for this purpofe than 
authentic memoirs of the houfe of Medici. But, without 
dwelling longer on the general merits of the prefent undertak- 
ing, we fhall fubjoin an extract from the hie! giving fome 
account of the originab; and fhall enrich our ‘sivtedl with 
fuch quotations as we think will gratify the curiofity of our 
readérs, and enable them to judge of the merit of Sir Richard 
Clayton as a tranflator. . 

Speaking of Mr. Tenhove, the baronet obferves that — 


_ “© The Memoirs of the Houfe of Medici were compofed at. his 
eafe —from time to time-——and were printed: piece-meal'as they 
were compofed. — In the form he left them they have rather the 
afpe&t of interefting materials for a great work than that of ayregu- 
lar edifice. —As he did not live to complete his defign, he.com- 
mitted to the flames all the copies of thefe memoirs, excepting: thofe 
which he had diftributed to his particular friends in feparate’ parts 
as they came from the prefs.””—— From one of thofe copies the 
tranflation took its rife. — It will be eafily perceived fuch a deful- 
tory work would not from its.nature admit of elegance.—~ Tovbor- 
row an allufion from Mr, Tenhove, without a_prefumption. of 
being ‘* the eagle,” I have often felt “the iron bars of the cage’ in 
which I have been confined.—- Some paffages have been tranfplant- 
ed from the text into the notes, and others have been wholly omit- 
ted, which feemed to carry the reader too far out of his way, and 
were not connected with what either preceded or followed them.— 
Many of the latter include the * Belgicifms and Gallicifms,” which 
. their author humouroufly acknowledges may be. imputed to him ; 
and as in all probabiliry he would have pared them away if he had 
finifhed his work, to fulfil what I have reafon to believe was his’ 
with, has been with me a debt of honour.—The twenty -fix. books. 
of the original are thrown into thirteen chapters, on the plan of Mr. 
Rofcoe’s valuable life of Lorenzo dé Medici, called the Magnificent. 
Mr. Tenhove’s. fentiments have been given, [ flatter myfelf, in 
general with fidelity and freedom; yet in a work of fuch a length, 
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errors-and miftakes are ‘anavoidable.—T he ableit {cholars are. howe 
ever the mott candid and indulgent critics, and they beft know how 
to overlook thé one, and pardon, the other.’ Vol. i, Ps ii 


“This is 2 modeft account of the work, which, if it does not 


form a complete ah may yet be confidered as. a very va- 
Tuable body. of biography, interwoven with the Tufcan an- 
nals.” 

~ The character of Cofino de’ Medici is thus given — x 

¢ After eight years of involuntary and forced diffmulation ‘the 
genius of. Cotme de’ Medici feemed to be again foaring, and on the 
point. of triumphing over every inferior obftacle, which had empbars 
raffled it, Death abridged his freth career of glory, and carried him 
off at the age of feventy-five, a term of life at whiclr none of his 
defcendants arrived, the cruel and celebrated female alone except 
ed, in wham. the legitimate branch of the family expired. He was 
univerfally. regretted, and. the refpeét for him even put fome bounds 
to the general rapacity. Public extortion reigned afterwards almoft - 
without controul, and fears were entertained, that every puny de 

ot would extend his little circle of oppreflions as far as he. was 
able. Moft of the Chriftian princes lamented. his lofs, and the 
whole city in tears followed bis afhes to the graves The church of 
St. Laurence was chofen for the place of his interment, and every 
order of the ftate unanimoufly beftowed on him the title of the Fa- 
ther of his‘ Country ! — A great and glorious title! fuperior to’every 
other which his pofterity might have added on his tomb! - 

© If Cofmo de’ Medici had: been the legal and: eftablifhed fove- 
reign of his country, the fententious maxim of Bruyere, “ Nommer 
tn rei pere du peuple, ou de la patrie, c’eft moins faire fon eloge, 
que l’appeller par fon nom, ou faire fa definition,” would have 
beer his due. 

© It is ‘of litt’ oonfequence what was the colour of his com- 
plexion, and whether his hair was black or brown; but his ftature’ 
was majeltic, and’ his countenance infpired refpeét andawe. A 
valgat air, a crippled figure, with the face of Therfites, are power- 
ful impediments in the way of elevation, whem it depends on popn= 
lar favour ; and the Roman emperor, compared by Vopifcus to 7 
difgracefut deity of the Latin calendar, had the good fortune to 
have hereditary claims to the throne he filled, and to be born with- 
in the’ purple of the palace. 

‘ Pofterity has-not yet determined whether thie’ virtues of Cofino 
de? Medici were real, or only fpecious and affected. Henry Ste- 
phens, a bitter.enemy of the Houfe of Medici, hath paffed a fevere 
cenfure on him in the following paffage: “‘ Come a été lou€é pour 
fa ‘libétalité envers le peuple, mais cela ne tendait qu’a tirannie, et 
n’ était cette douceur fi non un appas et hamegon jetté pour pren- 
‘dre les poiffOns et les manger puis aprés. Cette fineffe ne fe pent 
apeller’ vertu; 'd’’autant que les-actions vertucufes’n® ont d’ autre 
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but que la vertu, et perdent ce nom incontinent qu’ elies vifent ' 
ailleurs. L.’ effet a montré a apolle fin tendait-cette ombre de 
vertu.” =. 

‘ Cofmo.de’ Medici was sehiions without deohe: but siabislen 
is a middle term between vice and virtue. Beyond a certain point 
it ceafes to be virtue; before. it reaches that. point: it is fcarcely 
vice. They who judge of human aétions, as.they aré. extraordi« 
nary rather than-as juft, and as brilliant rather than as virtuous,;wilb 
not fail to applaud the fyftem on which Cofmo governed... There 
are others to whom his ambition, according to = point of view 
from which they draw their obfervations, will appear as laudabje, 
éxeufable, or criminal: laudable: confidering the great talents it 
brought. forward «and into play — excufable in contemplation of 
his formidable opponents, and the juft fears that might be enter- 
tained from them of his own ruin, and that of the republic ; —cri- 
minal, if the maxim is well-founded that the government, whatever 
it may be under which we live, is facred !—The moft {crupulous 
might perhaps be of opinion D’ Albizzi would have thought and 
aéted as he did, and that Florence, doomed to perifh, might have 
been dragged to the precipice by the hands of fome of her more 
abandoned fons. The fuppofition may be correct, yet are we juf- 
tified on the broad found principles of mofality, in the commiffion 
of an evil aétion to prevent another, and are our crimes to be de- 
fended by thofe of others ? 

' ¢ Tt is a lamentable truth that ftates and kingdoms have often 
funk from freedom into fervitude, provided they havé not been 
ftartled by ‘the name, and have fuffered without emotion their 
deareft liberties, by little and little, to be wrefted from them. ' Céf- 
mo, from his knowledge of the world, had learnt the important 
leffon, and ftudioufly concealing the power he had ‘ufurped, he 
made no attempt at any apparent change in the conftitution, whilft 
he deftroyed its fubftance, and reduced it ‘toa fkeleton and to a 
fhadow. An additional honour or title might have created 4n 
alarm, and he guarded againft it with uncommon care and pru- 
dence. Fear and hope, the two great fprings of government; were 
the ladders and> the fteps by. which he’mounted ; and his mafterly 
ufe of them raifed him, as it were without defi ign, above the other 
magiftrates, Of his fortune he was certainly the founder, but two 
able friends lent their affiftance in pufhing on the wheel, his rela- 
tion Everardo of fingular intrepidity, and Pucci Pucci, whofe ta- 
lents and addrefs were*fo much acknowledged, that the party for a 
long timé bore hisname. Vol.i. P. Sg. 


With regard to the emigration of the Greeks after the reduction 
ot Conftantinople by the Turks, we find thefe obfervauons, 


‘ Greece ceafed to be the feat of arts and {ciences, the moment 
the arts and fciences were no longer honoured. ‘Localattachments. 


aud habitude faftened down a few learned men to their’ native foil, 
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but they languifhed unknown and unregarded, and grew old amidft 
the general contempt. Others with more wifdom chofe to wander 
in queft of new fettlemnents, and Italy afforded them an elegant res 
treat. Florence in particolar received them in her beneficent bo- 
fom, and its mafter, the yenerous friend of letters, of mefit, and of 
virtue; met his illuftrious guefts with open arms. To know, to 
cherif_ls,.and to fcatter every bleffing 1n his power on them was at 
once his ie To each of them he feemed to fay; ’ 


Lifquis és, amiffos hine jam oblivifcere Graios. 
Nofter eris. —” 


- © Such favours and Cofino’s hereditary tafte fixed the fugitives 
on the banks of the Arno, and Florence derived the moft impor- 
tant advantages from the calamities of Greece. A crowd of well- 
informed inhabitants imported with them their literary treafures, 
and the ancient manuferipts from which they had exiraéted many 
of their beauties. Since the days of Leo the Haurian, Greece had 

oduced fome able fcholars, and in the number, the firft and fe- 
cond Pfellus, and Photius the fubtle and ingenious eunuch, fo fa- 
mous for his learning, his breach with the church of Rome, and 
his misfortunes. Yet with the ancients this latter group of learned 
tnen is not to be clafled. Schools were foon eftablithed by thefe 
exiles, and the tranfition from ignorance and fupidity to emulation 
and enthufiafm was immediate and rapid. The electric flathes 
fpread to-a vaft diftance, the elafticity of genius recovered itfelf in 
every fenfe, and the remaining chains of barbarifm were fhaken. 

‘ The firft care of the fugitives was to communicate their lane 
guage, not'lefs eftimable for its richnefs and harmony, than. the 
fcience of which it was the repofitory. By the aid of the art of 
printing difcovered in Holland, copies of the Greek and Latin ma- 
nufcripts nearly effaced, full of abbreviations, and difficult to de- 
cypher, were multiplied jn beautiful characters, and even the mott 
indifferent were defirous to underftand what they contained. 
Grammar was the porch by which it was neceflary to enter. 
Vocabularies and treatifes on the fubje€&t were much wanted, and 
fuch ample and exaé< fyftems were foon conmpofed, that nothing 
was left to be faid in future, if the fubject could have been ex- 
haufted.—-Criticifm, of great importance in the republic of letters, 
but too much undervalued at prefent, was then honoured and re- 
{fpecied. It undertook to purge the text of the faults of the ancient 
copyifts, to reftore the injuries of time, and,to explain by various 
commentaries and paraphrafes the fenfe and meaning of the muti- 
lated or corrupted paflages. An indefatigable.enthufiafm ranfack- 
ed every corner of antiquity, but fome abufes followed. The ha- 
tred and contempt of ignorance were puflhed into a contrary ex 
treme, and produced a mafs of crude and indigefted, knowledge ; 
too great a value was attached to the fimple figns of ideas, the living 
languages were facrificed to the dead ones, and the memory was 
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cultivated at the expence of every other faculty. If literary pride 
and pedantry however were attended with thefe unexpected and 
extraordinary effects, and learning appeared to ftifle genius, the in- 
convenience was but tranfitory. The mind foon took a different 
turn and a freer courfe; the ancients were examined for the mo- 
dels of fublimity and beauty; thefe models infpired a noble. emus. 
lation ; original works recalled to the remembrance theemoft ma- 
fterly performances ; fcience traverfed feas and mountains; the 
modern languages fprung out of barbarifm; the ftudy of~ words 
gave way to the ftudy of things; truth rofe on the ruins of obfolete 
errors; philofophy enlightened letters; letters ornamented philofo- 
phy; and by infenfible degrees we reached the ftation, that we oce 
cupy at prefent,” Vol.i. p. 81, ‘ 


H-the limits of our Review would permit, we fhould *be 
tempted to lay before our readers the characters of Dante and 
Petrarch, as their merits are fairly appreciated, and their de- 
fects candidly admitted in the true fpirit of difcriminative and 
impartial criticifm: but we muft forbear, and haften to the 
introduCtion of the Greek language into modern Italy. 


¢-After a review of the ftafe of letters in Tufcany before Cofino 
de’ Medici, the Greek exiles, who took refuge in Italy, in his time, 
and were received with great civility at Florence, are next entitled 
to attention, Father Gradenigo has in vain endeavoured fo prove, 
in a letter to cardinal Quirini, printed at_ Venice 1742, that the 
Greek language has been cultivated in Italy fince the twelfth cen= 
tury, but his fyftem has not any argument for its {tpport. The 
proverb *“ Gracum eft, non poteft legi,” is fuppofed to have ori- 
ginated from Avtarlas, a celebrated civilian of Florénce, in the 
thirteenth century, and his early {cholars. When they ftumbled by 
accident on a Greek word, their interpretation was fufpended, They 
ingenuoufly acknowledged, as it was Greek, it was not to be read; 
and thus getting over the difficulty they refumed the explication of 
the Latin text. 

‘ The abbé Tongderce {peaks of a differtation by fome Jacobin 
or other, tending to prove that St. ‘Thomas Aquinas {tudied Arifto- 
tle in the original, and was complete mafter of it, The learned 
abbé admits, however, the differtation to be at leaft as paradoxical 
as the famous treatife under the title of “ La Fatalité de St Cloud,” 
which afferts, that Jatques Clement, the affaffin of Henry the IIIrd, 
was neither a Jacobin, of any religious order, nor a Roman catholic, 
but an. Huguenot. The Seraphic Doctor was in full poffeffion of 
the tenets of the Doctor of Grace, had fome {mattering of logick, a 
little cabal, was not ignorant that the foul was a totality ; that arche 
angels rank between angels and principalities ; that baptilm rege- 
nerates itfelf, and by accident; thatthe ‘catechifm is not a facra* 
ment but factamental; atid that a heretic prince forfeits all right to 
Cart, Rev. Vor, XXII April, 1798. Ee 
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his crown, and may be depofed by his fubjeéts, but he was an ¢n- 
tire ftranger to the Greek language: 

¢ We are told that Eloifa, to keep up her acquaintance with the 
Greek, directed the fifters of the Paraclete founded by Abelard, and 
of which flié was the firft abbefs, to go through their office on the 


day of Pentecoft in that language. Yet the penitent Eloifa had cer- 


tainly little if any knowledge of it. How fhe could have acquired. 
it, cannot be poflibly divined, dnd it feems as extraordinary, that fhe 
could have made any ufe of it, when there was an abfolute want of 

Greek authors in the weft. All that we can allow to father Gra- 
Cenigo is, that Petrarch and Boccacio had tafted though imperfeély 
fome Attic treats. The former in his work upon ignorance, which has 
been already brought to the reader's recollection, {peaks of the monk 
Barlaam under whom he ftudied, till his preceptor’s death deprived 
him of his inftruétions. Depensh however, received a prefent of 
Homer from Nicolaus Sigerus in Ramania, a prefent of more value, 
as Homer was only known in Italy from the Iliad in miferable 
Latin verfe, which had been printed feveral times under the name of 
Pindar the Theban, as appears by a commentary on Statius. Petrarch 
jn return informed his friend that he could not have made him a 
nobler, a more agreeable prefent, or one more worthy of him; that 
he was not furprifed at {uch a prefent from a perfon of his talents ; 
that all the world agreed with Macrobius, in Homer’s being. the 
fource of allinvention; that the copy he had fent him was more 
precious from. its being the original unmutilated by any verfion ; 
that it would have beer itill more valuable if a perfon had attended 
it, to have explained it, and conducted him through the labyrinths 
of the Greek language ; that from the want of fuch afliftance Ho- 
mer was dumb to him, or rather that he was deaf to Homer; that 
he was notwithftanding tran{ported at the fight of him, and as Cato 
at his.time of life had applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Greek, he 
was not in defpair, and he requefted a further prefent of Hefiod and 
Euripides. , 

' ¢ It appears very ftrange, that amidft a number of excellent La- 
tin authors, the author of the Saturnales, a poor and paltry collec- 
tion of anecdotes and witticifms, fhould have been the only Greek 
writer either much known or much efteemed. This abfurdity is 
not to be accounted for on any other principle than a fpecies of fa- 
tality, very difproportionate to real merit, 


‘“‘ Habent fua fata libelli.” 


¢ Time at lait does juftice to every chara&er, and affigns to 
every thing its proper ftation. 

¢ Boccacio appears to have made rather more progrefs in the 
Greek, and there is the following paffage in his genealogy of the 
gods. *¢ Nonne ego fui qui Leontium Pilatum, Theflalonicenfem 
virum, a Venetiis occidam Babylonem quzrentem, a longa pere- 
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grinatione meis ‘flexi.‘confiliis, in patria tenui?—Ipfe’ ego fui qui 
primus ex Latinis ab eodem in privato liadem audivi.—Et efto 
non fatis plané perceperim, percepi tamen quantum potui, nec du- 
bium, fi permanfiffer ille homo vagus diutius penes nos, quin ple- 
nius percepiflem,” Boccacio’s paflion for Greek was more violent 
than Petrarch’s, and the warmth of our inclinations is the general 
criterion of our fuccefs.—Petrarch was a little chagrined with the 
rough and vulgar manners of Leontius, who had fome knowledge 
but was very coarfe and brutal. When. Boccacio withed him to 
return, Petrarch wrote to him, and told him that though he was 
fully fenfible how ufeful Leontius might be to them, he fhould not 
ever join in any application to him to return to them; that a per- 
fon who had trampled contemptuoufly under foot the delights of 
Florence could not with any juftice complain of his fufferings at 
Conftantinople ; and that after having grown old in the forefts of 
Hezmonia, he might be at laft food for Grecian worms; and that 
this modern Minotaur might if he pleafed return to Crete, but he 
did not wifh to hear any more of him.— Leontius, however, did 
not ferve for the food of worms, for on his return to Italy, he pe 
rifhed by a flafh of lightning in a thunder-ftorm at fea. 

‘ Notwithftanding the little progrefs the Greek language had yet 
made, the age of Cofmo de’ Medici, and that of the council of 
Florence, including the few yeats which preceded it, may be con- 
fidered as the true gra of its reftoration in the weft. Of the divine 
influence in this council there can be little doubt, if we are difpofed 
to believe an extraordinary circumftance which i is faid to have di- 
ftinguifhed it. St. Bernard, who attended it, was a monk of Flo- 
rence, and very anxious to addrefs the Greek ecclefiaftics, in order 
to perfuade them of the purity of the Roman church, and induce 
them to an union with it; but he laboured under.the misfortune of 
being an entire ftranger to the language. In defiance of the diffi- 
culty he had to ftruggle with, he boldly rofe, in the midft of the 
affembly, in full affurance that “ the Lord’s arm was not fhorten- 
ed,” and that having once conferred the gifts of tongues on the 
apottles, and enabled them to fpeak to * Parthians, Medes, and Ela- 
mites, the dwellers in Mefopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, 
in Pontus and Afia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Jews, Cretes, and 
Arabians, in their own tongues,” he would beftow on him the gift 
he wanted. What he believed would come to pafs, is faid to have 
done fo; and St. Bernard fpoke with the fluency and elegance of a 
native Grecian. ‘This miracle was, however, of fhort duration, and 
was obferved to laft only whiiit it was immediately neceffary ; for 
the moment St, Bernard finifhed his harangue, he knew no more of 
the language than his nurfe. 

‘ Emanuel Chryfoloras, the Byfantine, had arrived in Italy long 
before the capture of Conftantinople, and was the firft perfon who- 
renewed the tafte and ftudy for the Greek language., Venice, 
Rome, and Plorence, had experienced the happieft effedts of his.re- 
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fidence, but his merit, which attra&ted Cofmo de’ Medici’s notice, 
drew down upon him the envy of many perfons, and he was expof- 
ed to much ill-treatment. Even his venerable beard was not {par 
ed, which he retained from the cuftom of his own country. It was 
fuppofed to be very populoufly inhabited, and occafioned him many 
wanton infults, as ridiculous as provoking. Wearied out with thefé 
repeated provocations, he took refuge beyond the Alps, and re- 
tired into Germany in difguft; but he was univerfally allowed to 
have been one of the moft learned, the wiféft, and moft eloquent of 
his countrymen.’ Vol. i. p. 138. 


Interefting memoirs of Beffarion, George of Trebifonde, 
Amyrutzes, Theodore Gaza, &c. follow, which mark the 
progrefs of Grecian literature with accuracy. It has long, 
however, been lamented, that the charms of poetry, and the 
inftructive pages of hiftory, fhould have been facrificed, in @ 
great meafure, to the fubtle difquifitions of the difciples of Arifs 
totle, and the myftical jargon of the Platonifts, 


(To be continued.) 


a 
— a, 





Zechariah ; a new Tranflation: with Notes, Critical, Philos 
logical, and Explanatory; and an Appendix, in Reply te 
Dr. Eveleigh’s Sermon on Zechariah Vl. 8—11. To whick 
is added, (anew Edition with Alterations) a Differtation on 
Daniel 1X. v. 20. to the End. By Benjamin Blayney, D.D. 
Regius Profeffor of Hebrew, and Canon of Chrift Church, 
Oxford. to. 10s. 6d. Boards. Cadell and Davies. 1797. 


THE difficulties attending a tranflation of the propheticak 
parts of fcripture, and the neceffity of a new tranflation of the 
Bible, both for repreffing the idle {coffs of infidels, and remove 
ing the prejudices of Chriftians, are well known to ever 
man who has attentively compared the fcriptures in the origi- 
nal and in the vulgar tongue. Much is it to be lamented, 
that the fpirit which prevailed in the time of James the Firft 
is almoft extiné&t: otherwife, from the greater helps now in 
our power, the Englith reader might fee his Bible without thofe 
glaring defe&ts, which might with fo little trouble be remov- 
ed. But, till that day comes, when either the ftate or opulent 
individuals will patronife a general fcheme of biblical revifion, 
' we are much indébted to every one, who undertakes the tranf- 
lation of feparate books ; and, if by fome changes he may 
~expofe himfelf to the cenfures of the weak, thofe paffages 
will be clofely examined, and the truth will more readily be 
acknowledged. 

The tafk which Dr. Blayney prefcribed to himfelf, was 
difficult. There are many obfcure paffages in Zechariah, 
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tnd fome which, having been confidered as proofs.of a parti- 
cular doétrine, were thought too facred for criticifm. The 
profeffor, however, has ventured to deviate from the general 
opinion ;—not that he difbelieves this doctrine, but will nat 
endeavour to fupport it by. ill-founded arguments. In the fame 
manner, the moft orthodox perfon may now allow, that the 
verfe t Johr v. 7, is {purious, without any ae from his 
faith ; and the clamour js certainly abfurd of thofe men who 
cry out, ‘ You call one verfe {purious ; you change the mean- 
ing of another ; and thus by degrees we fhall be robbed of the 
firmeft fupports of our faith.’ By no means, we fay. If the 
firtt epiftle of John, and the prophecies of Zechariah, had 
never reached us, we fhould have loft indeed fome excellent 
exhortations of the apoftle to Chriftian love, and thofe, pror 
phecies relating to the Meffliah’s kingdom, and the ftate of the 
Jews, which remote ages will fee verified: yet the.effential - 
do@rines of Chriftianity would remain unaltered, as they. do 
not depend upon detached verfes, whofe authenticity is dif- 

uted, or meaning doubted. Without agreeing or difagreeing 
with Dr. Blayney, we can fee no ground-for the acrimony of 
his opponents, and ftill lefs reafon, from their writings, to fup- 
pofe them capable of contending with him on points of He- 
brew criticifm. But upon this topic we will prefent ovr read 
ers with his own words. 


‘I much queftion now after what has been offered, whether it 
will appear altogether fo clear to the fatisfaétion of any unprejudi- 
ced mind, that “ no four. paflages [namely, Zec, ii. 8. 11. iii. 2. 
xiii. 7. xii, 10.] in any one of the infpired books can more imme- 
diately fupport each other, or more fully evince a plurality of per- 
fons in the Godhead, than thofe which Dr. E. hath brought forward 
to view.” Yet is not the doétrine lefs true, nor lefs certain on that 
account. It is a doétrine that muft ultimately depend on the reve- 
lation of the New Teftament, and by gofpel proofs muft either 
ftand or fall. And I am well affured that it will ftand, built firm upon 
the foundation of a rock, which the affaults of infidelity fhall 
never be able to fhake. But neither is it my intention to infinyate, 
that no intimations of it are to, be met with in the Old Teftament ; 
on the contrary I believe there.are feveral. This only I will ven- 
ture to affert with fome degree of confidence, that the four paffages 
above cited are not of the number; no, nor is that other text in 
Jeremiah, ch. xxiii. 6. on account of which [ have heretofore been 
publickly reprehended by Dr. E. It were however greatly to be 
wifhed, that men of learnjng and piety would manifeft a little libe- 
rality in the conftruétion they put upon the intentions of others, 
who chance to differ in opinion from them, I can take upon.me 
to anfwer, not for myfelf only, but, from a long train of intimacy, 
for the excellent author of the new tranflation of the minor pro- 
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phets,° that we neither of us ever had it in our thoughts to explain 
away any part of holy writ, or to make any conceffions whatever, 
‘merely in compliment to the tenets of any other feét or perfon., I 
always feel myfelf, whenever J undertake the interpretation of fcrip- 
ture, ‘uninfluenced by any other principle, and I fhould ablior my- 
‘felf if I fuffered any othér to prevail with me, ‘than ‘that of giving 
utterance to the pure and fimple perceptions of truth. I. may err, 
and doubtlefs often have erred, but, ¥ truft, not from ‘ahy undue 
‘bias. But neither is it in accord with my judgment to infift, in any 
point of material confequence, on indireft ‘and doubtful proofs, 
where more direct and fubftantial ones are to be had. And in this 
Iam confirmed by the practice of thofe prafeflional gentlemen, 
whofe daily experience beft qualifies them to appreciate the force of 
evidence. ‘Their maxim is, that the intermixture of feeble reas 
foning difparages a good caufe, by leaving ‘it in the adverfary’s 
power to triumph in a partial confutation, ~ Satisfied however as I 
may be, either now or at any other time, of the rectitude of my 
opinions, I fhall never decline hearing reafon in oppofition to them; 
and if conviction is brought home to me, I'fhall moft freely and 
thankfully acknowledge it; for to adopt the fentiment of my ine 
genuous friend in aletter I have received from him on this occafion ; 
“It is not fo much my with to find my own interprétations true, 
as that fuch interpretations may be found, in which men of found 
learning and judgment may acquiefce.’”* ~ If then Dr. Eveleigh is 
not fully fatisfied. with any thing I-have faid, I am ready to enter 
into a further difcuffion of the matter with him, either in public or 
private. If he can convince me, I will thank -him ; if he cannot, 
he will at leaft know the reafons of my diffent.. And I truft.this 
may be done with all that good humour and complacency, with 
which a diverfity of_ opinion ought ever to be maintained between 
Chriftians and between friends. Only let it be permitted me to 
fugeeft as matter of prudence, that it would perhaps be better, if 
the pulpit were not made the vehicle of controverfy.’ p. 83. 


The tranflation is in general well executed ; we are will- 
ing, in many cafes, to adopt the alterations, and alfo the ex- 
planations of the prophecies: in others, we fee fufficient rea- 
fon for retaining former opinions, or thofe which have been 
given to us from recent difcoveries. 


Zec. Il. 4. * Jerufalem fhall inhabit villages, 
Becaufe of the multitude of men.and cattle within hers 


The firft line is harfh; and we prefer the exprefion of Mi- 
chaelis : Jerufalem thall be inhabited ‘ dorfweife,’ like villages. 
The fenfe is the fame. It will extend itfelf on all fides ; and, 
from the number of men and cattle, the latter requiring fields 
for pafture, it will have the appearance of crowded villages. 
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i]. 8. * For thus hath Jehovah of hofts faid, 
Sending me after the glory 
Unto the nations—’ 


The fecond line iss very obfeure, and does not furely convey 
the meaning of the words3733 “IN®, in which the article 
‘ the’ is not to be found: Michaelis gives a better meaning 
by his exprefhons, mach vorhergegangener ehre: the Greek 1s 
almoft as obfcure as our author, omicw doén;. May not the 
paflage, confiftently with the Hebrew idiom, run thus? 


With an after glory he hath fent me 
Unto the nations. — 


This fenfe would correfpond with that of Michaclis, allud- 
ing to a glory like that which heretofore diftinguifhed the acts 
of God in favour of the fons of Ifrael. 

f..8. VI. 12, ‘the branch.’ The original is M¥, not 
TUS; confequently we muft reject the article the. We'do 
not clearly fee a prophecy of the Meffiah in thefe paffages. 
On the contrary, we are inclined to adopt the opinion of 
Michaelis, that they refer to Simon, one of the Maccabees. 

Iff. 9. * From one ftone feven fountains’— rather feven 
eyess IV. 10. § Fountains of Jehovah running to and fro’ 
—rather eyes. The eyes of the Lord are in every place. 
{V. 12. * Orderers of the olive trees’ —channe/s would be bet- 
ter; or Sranches will give the fenfe, though it is not the exact 
meaning of Saw. 14. ‘ Two fons of oil.’ Here our tranf- 
lator has omitted the article 7}, or the ; and we mutt obferve 
here, that nothing is more common with tranflators than to 
‘negle& or infert the article without fufficiently attending to the 
original, Michaelis thus (perhaps preferably) renders the 
paflage: ¢ thefe are the two fons of Yetzar.’ V.3. We can 
make no fenfe of. this tranflation, * Becaufe on the one hand 
every one that ftealeth is as he that is guiltlefs..--We rather 
think that the roll was to feparate the innocent from the 

uilty. .. 

, The much difputed paffage we muft give from our tranfla- 


tor, XIII. 7. 


‘ Awake, O fword, againft my fhepherd, 
And againft the man that is next unto me; 


Saith Jehovah of hoits.’ 


This prophecy feems to us to’ be applicable only to our 
Saviour. The word DY is frequently rendered —! 
and ‘ the man that is next unto me,’ ftrictly gives both the 
fenfe of the prophet, and is applied with propriety to the per- 
fonage who fitteth on the right hand of God. The contina- 
ation of this prophecy, in the next chapter, is too difficult for 
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i folution ; but, in XIII. 7 to 9, we fee evidently. the 
eath of Chrift, the fubfequent ruin of Judza, and a promife 
of reftoration. 
It is unneceflary to enter into a minute criticifm upon other 
paflages ; for every biblical {cholar will probably confult this 
ftraniiation ; and the generality of our readers would not be 
pleafed with the Fir a3 he friend of: archbifhop New- 
come comes with much prepoffeffion in his favour before the 
public ; and he does not forfeit it by the prefent work. One 
eircumftance we could not avoid remarking in the lift,of au- 
thors confulted ; namely, that there is only one rabbinical 
’ write? noticed. Wé know the contempt with which thefe 
commentators are in general treated; but we will venture ta 
fay, thar, however abiurd many of their conjectures may be, 
and however deficient they may be in critical tafte, yet, Ione 
retaining old traditions, uncontaminated by Greek or Latia 
-philofophy, they will occafionally fuggeft new turns of phrafe- 
logy, which the tranflator may appropriate to himfelf with 
advantage. We give this hint with the greater freedom to 
Dr. Blayney, becaufe, from his judgment in rejecting fome 
opinions founded on the erroneous notions of antiquity, not 
on found reafon and criticifm, we are perfuaded that he would 
make a proper ufe of the remarks of Hebrew expofitors. 





Loonomia ; or, the Laws of Organic Life. (Continued from 
p- 129.) 


In inveftigating the animal motions, we muft foon arrive 
at their caufes, which, as they include principles not explicable 
by the known properties of matter, are ftyled zmmaterial, 
Of matter we have confeffedly no idea, but from-its proper- 
ties ; and what does not poffefs thefe, we term /pirit. On in- 
quiry, however, we find what has been fo often predicated of 
matter, fallacious: we are certain that we experience the fen- 
fation of folidity, at fome diftance from the real object; that, 
while material atoms in their fmaller parts are not perme- 
able, yet matter, in maffes, is permeable by matter of a rarer 
kind; and that, though we find mafles inactive and inert, yet, 
when minutely divided, they are not only ative, but their 
attractions, as well as their repulfions, are elective, As then 
our ideas of matter are fallacious, our negative ideas of fpirit 
muft be much more fo; and, in the flowh -varying fhades of 
anitnal, down to vegetable, and (if we may be allowed to ufe the 
exprefiion) to mineral life, it will be. difficult to fay where 
fpirit.ends and matter begins. The principles of the mate- 
rialift will fail him in eftablifhing his fyftem. When he thall 
be able to trace the connection between the material amprei- 
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fion and the idea, between the latter and action, by the inter- 
yention of a principle purely immaterial, we mean volition, 
to develope that exertion which can feparate accidental quali- 
ties from the fenfible idea, in order to render it an abitrage 
one,—and to reconcile thefe operations to matter,—he will then 

ive a firm bafis to his future reafoning. At the conclufion of 
our late article, we denied vegetables 2 power beyond the ne- 
ceflary effects of influences on machines peculiarly organifed ; 
and, of -courfe, we fubjected ourfelves to the Bat at 
what place we would fix the termination of a different and 
fuperior principle. We will not evade the queftion ; for it 
has been the fubje€t of our anxious inquiry, on an extenfive 
fcale. We would, therefore, define the difcriminating mark 
of this additional principle to. be volition : where it is obvious 
that the means are willed for a certain end, we confider the 
matter-as of a fuperior kind, deriving that fuperiority from 
fomething added of a very different nature; and this addition 
we perceive in the ‘loweft portions of the animal kingdom, 
generally, if not univerfally, connected with an internal cire 
culation by continuous veflels, 

With thefe explanations, we fhall proceed to our author’s 
fection on the produétion of ideas, in which he properly leaves 
the immaterial inquiries to the theologift, and cmladerk: b 
the term ‘ f{pirit of animation,’ only that animal life which 
we poffefs in common with the brutes, and, in fome degree, 
even with vegetables. We fhall limit it, however, to animal 
life. He fpeaks firft of the touch; then of motion, time, 
place, fpace, and number. The pofition, that the fpirit of 
animation poffefles ‘ figure,’ is fupported rather by a play of 
words than by argument; for, though it is connected with the 
medulla of the brain and nerves, and by that connection con- 
fined with refpect to zts figure, yet in a feparate ftate (and in this 
only can we {peak of it) nothing can be predicated of its form, 
dimenfions, or any other material property. On the penetra- 
bility of matter, he feems not exactly to underftand father 
Bofcovich’s idea. That no two bodies can exift in the fame 
kind of {pace, isnot true ; for the pafflage of the ele&ric fluid 
through iron is a proof of the contrary pofition ; but they 
exift in the fame fpace, by the rarer fluid paffing through the 
pores of the denfer; and it does not therefore follow, that 
beings may exift without poffefling the property of folidity. 
It is only true, that fubftances may exift without giviag re- 
fiftance, our criterion of folidity, and that refiftance may 
fometimes be given where folid bodies, in ftrictnefs of {fpeech, 
do not exift. This error expofes the author’s inquiry to foine 
difficulty.’ We confider it as by no means certain, that fome 
common property muft exift between this {pirit and the organ 
to be moved, or between the impreffion and the idea excited. 








402. - Darwin’s Zoonomia, 


In all collateral inquiries, we can only obferve a a Fy 
which changes the ufual current (probably of fluids) ; and, 
in fenfation, we can trace nothing beyond it. This vague and 
general idea will not go far in the explanation; yet,human 
ingenuity has not proceeded farther. ‘The neceffity and exift. 
ence, however, of external objects, are evinced ‘by this cir- 
cumftance, that the ideas excited in réveries and dreams are 
only repetitions of :fenfible.impreflions from external objedts, 
weakened, diftorted, or differently combined. 

Our inveltigator, in. explaining tie different, fenfations, 
diftinguifhes that of heat from an impreffion on the organ of 
touch only. _ He fufpects, though his reafons are not fatisfac~ 
tory, ° that nerves are adapted to the conveyance of the fenfe 
of heat, different from. thofe which convey other impreflions 
on the furface ; and the error feems to arife from this circum- 
{tance, that heat i is fometimes a fenfation of confcioufnefs. 

The fection ‘ on Inftin&’ we intended to examine yery fully ; 
but it will be fufficient to purfue the outlines of the eflay, 
inatking 1 its difcriminating features, and what may be ftyled 
its fyftematic tendency. We may recommend this fection as 
highly interefting and entertaining: the collection of facts is 
extenfive, and the facts themfelves are well felec&ted. We 
differ from Dr. Darwin only in his conclufion. .We have 
diftinguifhed inftin&t from reafon, by reprefenting the former 
as fuited to general circumftances, but incapable of accom- 
modating itfelf to new fituations or particular. emergencies, 
He fpeaks, however, of initin&,. as a principle. aware of the 
end, and accommodating itfelf tothe means. Our objections 
to his inftances, we mutt comprife under a few general heads ; 
or, inftead of an article, we might write a volume. 1. He 
confiders, in the human fubje€t, many motions as ariting from 
pleafure and pain, which may more certainly be referred to 
the conftruCtion of the frame, A child may writhe from un- 
eafinefs; but he would not breathe except from the ftimulus of 
air. He does not {wallow from having previoufly fwallowed 
the fquor amnit, but from the ftructure of the pharynx 5 
which, by exciting the action of its upper part, brings on the 
fubfequent train of motions. ‘Thus a perfon, almoft infenfi- 
ble, if a fluid is put far back into the fauces, will exert the ac- 
tion of deglutition ; and this is not the fruit of affociation, 
fince affociation implies confcioufnefs.—2. Under the term 
infliné?, the doctor notices acquired habits and imitations ; 
and what is ufually called initin&, he Tefers to imitation. 
Yet the faithful Sparrman mentions the extreme terror of his 
horfe, at the filent approach of the lion,—a bea{ft which he 
had never feen, and from which he could not apprehend danger ; 
and we once obferved a fublinte and almoft horrible filence in 
a moment fucceed the chearful notes of numerous birds, when, 
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Jooking round, we difcovered a,kite foaring at a little diftance, 
——a bird that .was very uncommon in the part of the world 
where we then were, and from which few or any could have 
had experience of danger, Animals, undoubtedly, take hints, 
and imitate other fpecies as well as their own.—3. The cir- 
cumftance in which we chiefly look »for. inftinét in animals, 
—the means of taking care of their future young,—this writer 
refers ta prior recollection and imitation. — [t is not, we allow, 
the returning fun that animates birds, but an internal principle, 
producing that irritation which incites them to pair. What 
urges the bird to build its neft at this time rather than at an- 
other, is this internal fenfation: but the bird is at leaft the firft 
time without experience. How then does it connect its feel- 
ings with the neceffary care of a future offspring ? Swine alfo, 
which’ prepare their ftraw with peculiar care, cannot connect 
their unwieldy ftate with their living. productions, till nume- 
rous farrows have taught them the affociation. Birds and other 
animals, obferves our author, prepare théfe nefts from recol- 
leftion of thofe in which they were fed and cherifhed. We 
believe, on the contrary, that, in.all young animals, obferva- 
tion is very imperfect, and recollection very weak. We have 
feen the fondled lamb and puppy, in a few days, forget the 
hand to which they owed their food ; and we can fcarcely fup- 
pofe the lefs fenfible bird’ to obferve, at the fame period, the 
ftructure of its bed, fo as, after two or three years, to imitate 
it. If an occafional deviation, when the. circumftances are 
different, be confidéred as a proof of reafon, the great quef- 
tion would recur, why, in general, even in inconvenient 
fituations, they are fo uniform and conftant, The fow, in- 
deed, and fome birds, are capable of learning. ‘To the faga- 
city and the docility of the former, noticed by Dr. Darwin, 
we can add our own obfervations ; and we know that if a pig 
is once taught to confide in his mafter, he is particularly trac- 
table. Birds are not equally docile ; and they feldom diflin- 
guifh even thofe who feed them. We, therefore, truft lefs to 
their reafon; and, though we do not look on the negleét of 
the cuckoo for her young as neceflary ‘ inffind,’ according to 
the triumphant fneer of Dr. Darwin, we confider it as pro- 
ceeding from carelefsnefs and flupidity. Mere inftinct teaches 
them to provide fofter-mothers.for their young; and it alfo leads 
them, with little difcrimination, to adopt a neft which will 
{carcely ever coutain more than a fingle bird. ‘The re{t of 
the brood (for the cuckoo always lays more than one egg) are 
therefore deftroyed. Fifth alfo muft not be fuppofed aware of 
their fituation, when they make iuch great exertions to gain 

the rivers. It is much more probable,—for fith pofiefs much 
~defs docility than even birds,—that they find the fea-water un- 
fuitable to their feelings, and endeavour to efcape as far as 
poffible from it. 
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The fags. which refpect the catenation of motions are 
well connected and correctly defcribed ; and thofe relating to 
fleep, réverie, vertigo, and drunkennefs, are highly worthy 
of attentive perufal. 

During fleep, the voluntary motions are fufpended, though 
the volition continues to aé& with unimpaired vigour; for, in 
our dreams, we are confcious of the will, but ufually feel a 
_difappointment from the want of power. In faét, all the ac- 
tive mental powers are weakened; but they are not wholly 
fufpended; for perfons may often experience recollection, 
fometimes a fall degree of invention, little exertions of 
contrivance, and fome portion of judgment. In this ftate, 
however, the invention and judgment are undoubtedly weak, 
and the reafoning faculty imperfe&. Dr. Darwin has inge- 
nioufly fuggefted a final caufe for fome remaining mental ex- 
ertions, viz. to prevent the accumulation of fenforial power ; 
and he has fupported it by the following facts. 


‘ When we are forcibly waked at midnight from profound 
fleep, our eyes are much dazzled with the light of the candle for a 
minute or two, after there has been fufficient time allowed for the 
contraction of the iris; which is owing to the accumulation of 
fenforial power in the organ of vifion during its ftate of lefs activi- 
ty. But when we have dreamt much of vifible objeéts, this accu- 
mulation of fenforial power in the organ of vifion is leffened or | 
prevented, and we awake in the morning without being dazzled 
with the light, after the iris has had time to contraét itfelf. This 
is a matter of great curiofity, and may be thus tried by any one in 
the day-light. Clofe your eyes, and cover them with your hat; 
think for a minute on a tune, which you are accuftomed to, and 
endeavour to fing it with as little activity of mind as poflible. 
Suddenly uncover and open your eyes, and in one fecond of time 
the iris will contract itfelf, but you will perceive the day more 
luminous for feveral feconds, owing to the accumulation of fenfo- 
rial power in the optic nerve. 

‘ Then again clofe and cover your eyes, and think intenfely on 
a cube of ivory two inches diameter, attending firft to the north 
and fouth fides of it, and then to the other four fides of it; then 

et a clear image in your mind’s eye of all the fides of the fame 
cube coloured red ; and then of it coloured green; and then of it 
coloured blue ; laftly, open your eyes as in the former experiment, 
and after the firft fecond of time allowed for the contraétion of the 
iris, you will not perceive any increafe of the light of the day, .or 
dazzling ; becaufe now there is no accumylation of fenforial power 
‘in the optic nerve; that having been expended by its aétion in 
thinking over vifible objects. \ 

‘* This experiment is not eafy to be made at firft, but by a few 
patient trials the faét appears very Certain ; and fhews clearly, that 
our ideas of imagination are repetitions of the motions of the nerve, 
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@hich wete originally occafioned by the ftimulis of external bo- 
dies; becaufe they equally expend the fenforial power in the organ 
of fenfe : which is analogous to our being:as much fatigued by 
thinking as by labour.’ Vol. i. Pp. 206. | 


We may obferve, in this place, that the difcovery of accu- 
mulated and exhaufted irritability appears to us to be of the 


io importance,-and generally applicable in health 20 
’ 


difeafe. We fear, however, that it may be carried too 
and, like other good principles, be — in confequence 
of incongruous application. With refpeét ro the prefent in- 
ftance, whatever be the fenforial accumulation in irritable 
fibres, it is apparently not true in thofe motions which are 
connef¥ed with intellectual functions. The mind, when in za 
{tate of totpor, recovers its activity by flow degrees; and, 
though moderate reft invigorates the mental powers, an ex- 
cefs of it wil! weaken them. This ftriking fat will be a for- 
midable objeCtion to our author’s fyftem, if applied to what 
we call the operations of the mind; for we obferve that he 
{peaks of mental exertions, though his inftance relates only to 
vifion. We by no means sotaae them as on the fame foot- 
ing ; and this fa&t proves that they are not fo. We ought not 
to fay that the confufion was defigned ; yet to derive the func 
tions of the mind and body from the fame material fouree, feems 
to be at times the object of this writer. Upon the whole, we 
highly commend the fection ‘ on Sleep.” — We {hall febjoin 
his own recapitulation. By power of volition, he means, we 
fuppofe, the effe& of volition on the mufcular fibres.’ 


‘ The following are the characteriftic circumftances attending 
perfect fleep. 

‘ x. The power of volition is totally fufpended. 

‘2. The trains of ideas caufed by fenfation proceed with 
greater facility and vivacity ; but become inconfiftent with the 
ufual order of nature. The mufcular motions caufed by fenfatioa 
continue ; as thofe concerned in our evacuations during infancy; 
and afterwards in digeftion, and in priapifmus. 

‘ 3. The irritative mufcular motions continue, as thofe cos- 
cerned in the circulation, in fecretion, in refpiration: But the irri- 
tative fenfual motions, or ideas, are not excited ; as the immediate 
organs of fenfe are not ftimulated into action by external objects, 
which are excluded by the external organs of fenfe; which are net 
in fleep adapted to their reception by the power of volition, as im 
our waking-hours. | . 

‘4, The affuciate motions continue ; but their firft link is not 
excited into aétion by volition, or by external ftimuli. In all re- 
{pects, except thofe above mentioned, the three laft fenforial pow- 
érs are fomewhat increaféd in energy during the fufpenfion of volj- 
tion, owing to the confequent accumulation of the fpirit of anima- 
tion.’ Vol. i. 2. 223. 
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A réverie is that ftate, i in which, from volition or difeafe, the 
mind is fo fully engaged with an ‘object, that external ftimuli 
have no effect. ‘The voluntary and affociate -metions conti- 
nue sere neh while the fenfitive motions are ‘ kept con; 
fiftent,’ by the power of volition. A curious cafe of this kind 
is defcribed at fome length. 

Vertigo is explained in a new and ingenious manner. 


¢ In learning to walk we judge of the diftances of the objeéts, 
which we approach, by the eye; and by obferving their perpendi- 
cularity deiermine ourown., ‘This circumftance not having been 
attended to by the writers on vifion, the difeafe called vertigo or 
dizzinefs has been little underftood. 

‘ When any perfon lofes the power of mufcular aétion, whe- 
ther he is erect or in a fitting pofiure, he finks down upon the 

ound ; as is feen in fainting fits, and other inftances of great de- 
bility. "Hence it follows, that fome exertion of mufcular power is 
neceflary to preferve our perpendicular attitude. This is perform- 
ed by proportionally exerting the antagonift mufcles of the trunk, 
neck, and limbs; and if at any time in our locomotions we find 
ourfelves inclining, to one fide, we either reftore our equilibrium 
by the efforts of the mufcles on the other fide, or by moving one 
of our feet extend the bafe, which we reft upon, to the new centre 
of gravity. 

* But the moft eafy and habitual manner of determining our 
want of perpendicularity, is by attending to the apparent motion 
of the objects within the {phere of diftin@ vifion ; for this appa 
rent motion of objeéts, when we incline from our perpendiculari- 
ty, or begin to fall, is as much greater than the real motion of the 
eye, as the diameter-of the {phere of diftinét vifion is to our per- 
pendicular height. 

¢ Hence no one, who is hood-winked, can walk i in a ftraight 
line for a hundred fteps together ; for he inclines fo greatly, before 
he is warned of his want of perpendicularity by the fenfe of touch, 
not having the apparent motions of ambient objeéts to meafure 
this inclination by, that he is neceffitated to move one of his 
feet outwards, to the right or to the Icft, to fupport the new cen- 
tre of gravity, and thus errs from tlie line he endeavours to pro- 
ceed in. 

‘ For the fame reafon many people become dizzy, when they 
look from the fummit of a tower, which is raifed much above all 
other objeéts, as thefe objeéts are out of the {phere of diftin& vi- 
fion, and they are obliged to balance their bodies by the lefs accu- 
mate feelings of their mufcles. 

There is another curious phenomenon belonging to this place, 
if die circumjacent vifible objeé&ts are ‘fo fmall, that we do not 
diftinguith their minute parts ; or fo fimilar, that we do not kitow 
them from each other ; we cannot determine our perpendicularity 
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by them. Thus in a room hung with a paper, which is, coloured 
over with fimilar fmall black lozenges or rhomboids, many ‘people 
become dizzy ; for when they begin to fall, the next and the next: 
lozenge fucceeds upon the eye; which they miftake for the firff,. 
and are not aware, that they have any apparent motion. But if 
you fix a fheet of paper, or draw any other figure, in the midi of 
thefe lozenges, the charm Ceafes, and no dizzinefs is perceptible.— 
The fame occurs, when we ride over a plain covered with fnow 
without tréés or other eminent objects.’ Vol. i. P. 231. — 


The fame principle is, purfued, and appears to operate, in 
the different caufes of vertigo ; nor is the explanation lefs in- 
genious. . As thefe ideas of the apparent motion of objeéts 
are irritative, and form a chain with the conftant undulation 
of indiftiné&t founds, the movements of our bowels and-glands, 
fo whatever interrupts the chain, by a change in either link, 
affedts the others. Thus Dr. Darwin explains the ficknefs’ 
from vertigo, and vice ver/a ; together with fome other facts 
of pathology. 

To his fyftem with regard to drunkennefs, we cannot fully, 
accede, ‘The /fimulus of opium, &c. which we have. ufually 
called fedative, we cannot yet admit 

The twenty-fecond fetion is intended to explain the fources 
of the pleafure derived from repetition; and the principal 
one is the accumulation of fenforial power; but this is ex- 
panded in a way which we cannot wholly approve, as we 
differ from our author in fome of his preliminary pofitions. — 
We ‘equally differ from him on the fubject of imitation, 
which feems indefenfible in every part ; and even in point of 
fact, he is fometimes inaccurate. 

As we now approach what may be more ftrictly ftyled the. 
medical part of this work, we fhall for the prefent defift. 


{ Zo be continued.] 





The Henrtade, an Epic Poem, in Ten Cantos. Tranflated from 
the French of Voltaire, into Englifh Rhyme, with large hifto- 
vical and écritical Notes. Part I, 4to. 10s. 6d. No Pub- 
lifher’s Name. 1797. 


FROM the Preface it appears that this work is publithed 
by a female emigrant. It is not mentioned as her tranflation ; 
and, indeed, it is not probable that. a foreigner fhould poffefs 
fufficient knowledge of our language to execute a work of 
fuch magnitude and fuch merit as the prefent verfion. Bu 
we haope and believe that the fale of this book will be more 


extenfive, when_it is kgown that it is publifhed to alleviate 
diftrefs, 


“ 
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Inftead of fecuring celebrity to the name of its author, the 
Henriade is remarkable only as the production of Voltaire. 
The fwarm of heroic writers who appeared in France durin 
the laft century, were forgotten, or remembered only to their 
fhame, when the Henriade was publifhed. The French want- 
¢d a national epic poem; and, though’ this piece difcovered 
not mofe imagination than fome of its predeceffors, it was cer- 
tainly more regular and Jefs abfurd. The fubje& and the 
author were Fike ‘popular; and Voltaire was extolled (but 
not by the beft judges) as the rival of Virgil and of Taffo. 

Out prefent bufinefs is with the tranflation, not with the 
merits or defects -of the original poem. Two verfions have 
already appeared in this country: both were bad, and both 
are forgotten. One of thefe was the labour of poor Edward 
Purdon, whofe miferable life is recorded in the epitaph’ written 
wpon him by Goldfmith, We may venture to affert that the 
prefent work will be-more fortunate ; and we fcarcely expect 
that any future tranflation of the Henriade will furpafs it. It 
opens thus: 

* The chief who reign’d o’er Gallia’s realm I fing, 

By glorious conqueft, as by birth, a king ; 

Who from misfortune learn’d a monarch’s care, 

To curb the faétious, the fubmiffive fpare, 

And Spain, the League, and haughty Mayne o’erthrown, 

Made France, her conqu’ror and her father own. 
Defcend, bright Truth! from heaven’s zthereal vault, 

Guide my weak pen, give vigour to my thought, — 

Accuftom kings thy warning voice to bear, 

*Tis thine to dictate, as ’tis theirs to hear ; 

’Tis thine to bid contending nations know, 

« What dire effeéts from civil difcord flow :” 

Tell how her ftandard on our plains fhe fpread, 

How princes err’d, and haplefs fubjeéts bled. 3 
And, heavénly Truth! if e’er thou didft defcend 

Thy voice with Fiétion’s filver founds to blend ; 

If e’er that lofty forehead ftoop’d to wear 

The flow’ry wreath her graceful hands prepare; 

If from her fhade thy luftre brighter thine, 

Let her with me her magic garland twine, 

And lénd what f{portive Fancy can devife, 

Thy modeft charms to deck, but not difguife.’ ¥. 1. 


There is an unpleafant cacophony in the fifth-line, which 
might have been avoided by writing it thus: 
And Mayne, Iberia, and the League o’erthrown. 
The tenth line is weaker than the correfporiding paflage in 
the original : | 
C’eft & toi d’annoncer ce qu’ils doivent apprendre. 
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As a better {pecimen, we fele& perhaps the’ fineft acer ll 
inthe poem: —— 














































¢ The zealot youth, too eafi ly deceiv'd, 
As Heav’n’s command the voice of Hell eliev'd ! 
Embrac’d with extafy the fatal fword, 
Proftrate to God, his fagred aid iinplor’d. 
The frantic demon all his foul poffeft, ast 
And dire devotion fteel’d his ardent breaft. 
Confcience, corrupted judge, with vice combin‘d; 
Falfe to his charge, mifleads his erring mind ; 
The calm of innocence to guilt beftows, 
The -murd’rer’s heart with holy.tranfport glows ; 
He wearies Heav’n with facrilegious prayers, . 
A modeft air his tranquil fury wears ; 
While virtue’s pureft form, his looks reveal, 
His humble fackcloth, hides th’ infernal fteel! 
He goes, and edaiftote of his dread defign, 
His friends ftrew flow’rs, triumphant chaplets twine; 
Far as the gate his fteps rever’d attend, 
Blefs the bold deed, advife, exhort, coniinial 
Amid their guardian faints his name invoke, 
His frines already with their incenfe fmoke. 
Not with more zeal Chrift’s new difciples glow’d, 
When the firft martyrs feal’d their faith with blood! 
Nor firmer faith, nor hope more lively knew, 
When crowns immortal holding to their view, 
They kiss’d their fteps, and join’d in fervent pfay’r, 
Led them to tortures which they long’d to fhare. 
Too oft alike, to worldly eyes, appear 
The gracelefs bigot and the faint fincere ; 
Men have ‘their blood for truth and falfehood fpilt, 
Its martyrs error has, its heroes guilt. - , 
So frail the judges which our merits fcan, 
The greateft wretch oft feems the greateft man.’ P. 119. 


In thefe lines the couplet 


Combien le ceeur de l’homme eft foumis a lerreur! , 
Clement gottoit alors un paifible bonheur 


is dilated and weakened; and the general reflection, intro- ‘ 
duced by the French writer with peculiar propriety, is omitted 
in the tranflation. 
This vélume is enriched with copious notes, judicioufl 
compiled. The tranflation is, in general, ee with full 
and judgment; and welook forward with pleafure to itscome 
letion. 
: Crit. REY. Vou, XXII. April, 1798. F f 
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Medical Inquiries and Obfervations. By Benjamin Ruft, MP. 
Profeffor of the Inpittutes of Medicine, and of Clinical Pra@ice, 


ih the Univerfity of Pennfylvania. Vol. JI. 65.’ Boards, 
Dilly. 


"LHE firft part of thefe « Inquiries” (noticed in our 68th 
volume, p. 343) was not, we think, fuperior in originality of 
remark, or in ‘utility, to that which now lies before us. ‘Three 
of the éffays, contained in the prefent collection, have alread 
occurred to us. The “ Inquiry into the Influence of Phyftical 
Caufes on the Moral Faculty,” and that which refpeéts the 
‘Influence of Spirituous Liquors upon the Human Body,” 
have been publifhed feparately. The Inquiry into the Caufes 
of the Increafe of Bilious and Intermitting Fevers in Pennfyl- 
vania we noticed in our review of the fecond volume of the 
American Tranfactions *. The other effays we thall examine 
in their order. 

The firft involves our author’s more expanded ideas on 
the nature and cure of confumptions, In the former volume, 
he gave only a flight hint of his fyftem. He is of opinion, that 
phthifis originates in debility ; but his 3 agar not carry 
conviction. Of the great variety of caufes, which induce de. 
bility, we find none ultimately productive of confumption, un- 
lefs there he a marked preditpofition, and a conititution pe- 
culiarly characterifed. Debility, therefore, is no more than an 
occafional cafe; and it is fo only, when we have. proved in- 
lamutatery fever to arife from a debilitating caufe. If, how- 
ever, this be allowed, another circumftance will remain to be 
proved, that it is the debility, and not the re-action of the 
fyftem, which produces confumption. .Thefe obfervations 
are applicable to the writerjs general arguments. . We fhall 
now tranfcribe his diagnoflic marks of confumption, in its 
firft ftage. 


‘ I fhall briefly enumerate thefe fymptoms. They are.a flig’t 
fever encreafed by the leaft exercife,—a burning and drynefs in 
the palms of the hands, more efpecially towards evening, —rheumy 
eyes upon waking from ileep, —an encreafe of urine, —a drynefs of 
the fkin, more efpecially of the feet in the morning, —an occafionnl 
finfhing in one, and fometimes in both cheeks,—a_hoarfenefs, — 
a flight or acute pain in the breaft, —a fixed pain in one fide, or 
fhooting pains in both fides, — bead-ach, — occafional fick and 
fainty fits, a deficiency of appetite, and a general indifpofition to 
exercife or motion of every kind.’ Pp. 107, 





* See Crit. Rev. Vol. LXIV. P> 440 
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If any confequence can be drawn from a feries of fymptoms, 
we may fafely affert, that thefe prove not only fever, but fome’ 
infammiation, to have, taken place, particularly i in the Jungs. 
Though we are ready to admit, that fever originates in debi-; 
lity, it is Certain, when the fever is formed, that {fymptoms of. 
a different kind take place; and, even in’extreme typhi, it it 
not enough to counteract debility only... In this fiate, Dr. Ruth 
recommends the cold bath, bark, and fteel: but, as this {tage 
is confeffedly fucceeded, at no great diftance, by the inflam- 
matory ftate, in which he conitantly and repeatedly bleeds, 
thefe tonic remedies are more likely to exafperate than to cure. 
As, however, in this very early period, the irritability of the 
arterial fyftem is obfervable, it is not improbable, that thefe 
remedies may fometimes fucceed, though without the effec 
of counteracting the fuppofed-debility. We have fometimes 
found the cold bath carry off flight fevers, and fink the pulfe 
from’go to 65*, in confequence of its exciting a glow, and 
producing a more equable circulation. - 

Confumptions, Dr. Ruth thinks, are infectious ; but wd 
fuppoles, that two or three years ufually intervene between 
receiving the infeétion and the difeafe.- It muft be difficult, 
however, to eftablith the fact, after fo confiderable an. inter- 
val; yet we dare not abfolutely reject his inftances, efpecially 
as our obfervation has furnifhed iome fimilar ones. But, to 
prevent alarm, we ought to add, that confumption, if infecti- 
ous, is very remotely fo, and never, except from the moft inti- 
mate and long-continued communication. We have re- 
marked alfo, that, when we have fufpeéted the difeafe to pro- 
ceed from infeétion, it has yielded much more eafily to reme- 
dies. - 

He divides confumption, in its progrefs, into the inflamma, 
tory, the hectic, and the typhus /pecies: he ihould have faid 
fiages. ‘The fir he allows to pervade the others in diffe- 
rent degrees. In the cure, his remedies are chiefly diretted to 
inflammation. , 

In the fecond ftage, our author allows that medicines pro- 
duce little effect: the fever continues unconquered, and un- 
conquerable. 

In the third ftage, he admits, with great propriety, the more 
ftimulating balfams, which we fomecimes have begun with 
fuccefs in the he@ic ftage. The remarks on fea air we thall 
tranfcribe, as we believe them, fromi experience, to be juft ; 





* Though a quick pulfe, viz. from ‘100 to 120, is a conftant mark of con- 
fumption, Dr, Rufh obferves, that che pulfe is fometimes flow, though in very 
few inftances. We feldom apprehend danger, when the pulfe is little above GQ 
€ven in the early flages. This rule, however, is not without exception. 
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adding, however; from. the fame fource, that the mixt ure of 
airs is lefs prejudicial in the autumn than in the fpring. 


‘ ¢ Situations expofed to the fea, fhould be carefully avoided; for 
it is a fingular fact, that while confumptive perfons are bencfited by 
the fea air, when they breathe it on the ocean, they are always’ in- 
jured by that portion of it which they breathe on the fea-fhore. I 
fhall not paufe to inquire, why a mixture of Jand and fea-air is fo 
hurtful in the confumption, 4nd at the fame timé fo ayreeable to 
perfons. in health, and fo medicinal in many other difeafes, but 
{hall difmifs this head by adding a fact which was communicated to 
me by Dr. Matthew Irvine of South-Carolina, and that is, that 
thofe fituations which are in the neighbourhood of bays or rivers, 
where the falt and frefh waters mix their ftreams together, are 
more unfavourable to confumptive patients than the fea-ihiore;. and 
therefore fhould be more carefully avoided by them in exchanging 
city for country air.’ Pp. 132. 





¢ Much has been faid in favour of fea voyages in confumptions. 
In the mild degrees of the diforder they certainly have done fervice, 
~—but I fufpeét the relief given, or the cures performed by them, 
fhould be confined chiefly to fea-faring people, who add to the 
benefits of a conftant change of pure air, a fhare of the invigorating 
exercifes of navigating the fhip. I have frequently heard of con- 
fumptive patients reviving at fea, probably from the tranfient 
effects of fea ficknefs upon the whole fyftem, and growing worfe 
as foon as they came near the end of their voyage. It would feem 
as if the mixture of land and fea airs was hurtiul to the lungs in 
every fituation and condition in which it could be applied to them. 
Nor is this peculiar and morbid operation of land and fea airs upon 
the human body confined only to confumptive people. I croffed the 
Atlantic ocean in the year 1766, with a fea captain, who announc- 
ed to-his paflengers the agreeable news that we were near the Britifh 
toaft before any difcovery had been made of our fituation by fonnd- 
ing, or by a change in the colour of the water. Upon afking him 
upon what he founded his opinion, he faid that he had been ineez- 
ing, which, he added, was the fign of an approaching cold, and that 
in the courfe of upwards of twenty years, he had never made the 
land (to ule the feaman’s phrafe) without being affected in a fimi- 
Jar manner. I have vifited many fick people in Philadelphia -foon 
after their arrival from fea, who have informed me, that they had 
enjoyed good health during the greateft part of their voyage, and 
that they had contraéted their indifpofitions after they came within 
fight of the land’ =p. 147. 


The rematks on exercifé and diet referve attention; but we 
cannot particularly notice them. 


The fecond effay is on dropfies ; and the doétor’s great ob- 
ject is to fhow, that the moft ufeful remedies act by deprefing 
the fyftems All the caufes of dropfy are allowed by him to 
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be debilitating, and. the difeafe. to <confift chiefly in debility ; 
but he thinks that an imereafed action of the arterial fyftem 
frequently fupervenes, which muft. be reduced. In this way, 
he accounts for the good effects of nitre, cream of tartar,.fox- 
glove, the-depreffing paffions, the action of emetics, &c.» In 
fome inftances even bleeding has been ufeful, and he explains 
its utility on the fame principle. He admits, at the fame time} 
of an oppofite fpecies, which requires tonics and {timulants of 
every kind, and of a mixed kind, which partakes of both 
caufes. If this diftin&tion can be followed, and acted on with 
advantage, it. will greatly elucidate the practice in dropties : at 
prefent, itis little more than a hint, though a very important 
one. We thall notlofe fight of it, but take a future oppor= 
tunity of returning to it, when we*have purfued it inthe 
courie of our practice. 

~ In the effay which relates to the hydrocephalus internus, the 
author follows Dr. Quin; but adds, we think, one important 
ftep to the inquiry. He confiders the internal dropfy. of the 
brain to be the confequence of fever, and fome inflammation 
of that organ, terminating only in effufion; and,'as he would 
call phthifis pneumonicula, fo he affixes the appellation of 
phrenicula to the fubject of this eflay. The only practical 
improvement, which he makes in the cure, is the ufe af early 
bleeding. Mercury he confines to that ftage, where inflam- 
mation sat anend. His cafes are pointed and well'chofen; 
and the new remedy feems to have been fuccefsful. 

Themeafles of 1789, which are next defcribed, feem, in 
almoft'every refpe&t, anomalous. During this epidemic, there 
was alfo a morhbillous fever, attended with flight partial 
eforefcences. ‘This circumftance fhould render us cautious 
in declaring that a child has had the meafles, unlefs the difeafe 
Is general and in fome degree regular. 

he influenzas of 1789, 1790, and 1791, offer nothing of 
jmportance, except the remark that.thefe, with other.contagi- 
ous difurders, more frequently occafion abortion, than much 
more violent difeafes,.in which contagion has no fhare. 

Im another effay, fore legs are examined, Dr. Ruth con- 
fiders this complaint as a difeafe ‘of the whole fyftem ; and his 
arguments are, on the whole, fatisfactory. In this diféate the 
pulfe fhould be carefuily aticaded to; and, when the fores 
arife from too great < action, even bl eediny is, he thinks, ufe- 
ful. Ali the fedative medicines and applications are referable 
to the fame head, 

The effay on old age contains many curious facts relating 
to the phyfiology and pathology .of the extreme periods of 
life. Our obiervations have fometimes differed from thoi of 
Dr. Ruth; yet, in a different climate, circumftances niuft of 
courfe vary. 
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. In the difeafes of old age, as well as in almoft every one of 
which this phyfician treats, we find. bleeding recommended. 
We do not centure him on this account; for his ability and 
his integrity-are equally unexceptionable. In. this country, 
however, his advice muft be followed with caution; and we 
urge this remark with the greater earneftnefs, fince we find 
that fome of the younger practitioners exercife the lancet with 
too little diferimination. Let them take the counfel of a vete- 
yan, who has erred like them, but learned, probably more 
early, to diftruft himfelf, to examine his own conduét, and be 
a rigid judge of liis own praétice. In this ifland, few difeafes 
will bear bleeding ; {till fewer a repetition of this remedy: the 
wis vite is toon exhaufted; and, when nature is required to 
finith.the work, fhe is uo longer capable of any active efforts, 
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Memoirs of the Author of a Vindication of the Rights of Wo- 
"man. By William, Godwin. 12m0. 35. 6d. Boards. 
* Johnfon. 1708. 


Pofthumous Works of the Author of a Vindication of the Rights 
i~0f Woman. 4 Vols. 12m. 14s. Boards. Johnion. 1798. 


IT will be readily conceded by every perfon who has per- 
ufed Mrs. Godwin’s writings with attention and candour, 
that fhe was not only poffefled of great genius, which direét- 
ed her to original habits of thinking, but had alfo an undaunt- 
ed and mafculine fpirit, which encouraged her to declare her 
thoughts without referve. Her fentiments, however, in fome 
important refpects, are’ too much at variance with thofe 
which have been generally adopted ; and, although we ar 
robably be ranked with the votaries of the old fyftem, whofe 
«dark minds the rays of new philofophy have never been able 
to penetrate, we are rot afraid to exprefs our opinion that 
the doCtrines upon which fhe has principally infifted are 
unfriendly to human happinefs, and, if practically followed, 
would injure the fex they were intended to vindicate and pro- 
tect. It is not therefore without difguft that we have read thefe 
© Memoirs.’ and fome of the pohumous pieces, becaufe we are 
convinced that they are not calculated to do honour to her me- 
mory, although .this may have been the fincere intention of 
the writer and editor. | 
Inthe AMfemoirs, we are prefented with a few memoranda of 
Mrs. Godwin’s early life, confifting chiefly of thofe promifes 
of future celebrity which perfons of genius uiually exhibit, 
-and of various inttances of an extraordinary benevelence of 
difpafition: on this part of her charaéter the reader wiil dwell 


With pieafure. Some information is added refpe€ting her writ 


ings, anti the motives which induced her to publifh them; . 
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and a character. is given of each, drawn, indeed, with a 
friendly pen, and furcharged with. encomiums from which 
many wife and good perfons will not fcruple to diffent.. In 
pourtraying the character of Mrs. Godwin, the wnter may 
be pardoned for indulging in partiality. He appears to appre- 
ciate very highly the exceilence of which he has been untimely 
deprived ; and as he wrote on the clofe of fuch a valued life, 
it would have been almoft impoffible for him to write without 
the fervour of affection. ‘The qualities for which the deceaf- 
ed was moft eminent in private life, were a warm>and: bene- 
volent heart, and ftrong maternal feelings. We are lefs pleaf- 
ed with. what the author confiders as firmne/s in executing 
whatever fhe undertook, and in braving all dangers in the 
purfuit of an objeét which her own mind reprefented toher as 
praifeworthy *. That independence which induces perfons. of 
original thinking to execute every plan which.their own ima= 
gination has fuggefted, to confider it as excellent becavfe un 
common, and to defpife the forms and cuftoms of fociety, 
moft commonly des and always may end in difappointment, 
againft which mere. obftinacy affords no protection. We 
fhall probably,’ therefore, differ very much from the writer of 
thefe Memoirs, in mentioning the condué& and principles of 
Mrs. Godwin, as far as the ae intercourfe is concerned, 
rather as a warning than a pattern. 

Paffing over her early years, we come to her appearance in 
public life as an author, whofe company was couried for the 
charms of her converfation and manners, which, we may from 
petionet knowledge affirm, were generally fafcinating. But 

ere Mr. Godwin obtrudes an incident which we cannot view 
as creditable to her character. We allude to her paffion for a 
married man, whofe name is given without referve (Mr. Fu- 
feli, the artift). This flame increafed with fuch violence, that 
fhe thought proper to quit all opportunities of beholding the 


object. 


¢ She had, at firft, confidered it as reafonable and judicions, to 
cultivate what I may be permitted to call, a Platonic affection for 
him; but fhe did not, in the fequel, find all the fatisfation in this 
plan, which fhe ‘had- originally expected from it, It was in vain 
that fhe enjoyed much pleafure in his fociety, and that fhe énjoyed 
it frequently. Her ardent imagination was continually conjuring 
up pictures of the happinefs fhe fhould have found, if fortune had 
favoured their more intimate union, She felt herfelf formed for 
domeftic affeétion, and all thofe tender charities, which men of 
fenfibility have conftantly treated as the deareft band of human fo- 
ciety. General converfation and fociety could not fatisfy her. Pp. 7. 





* This is the cant of modern philofophy, often a handf»me difguife to give 
#ppearauce of heroifm to old-fafhioned pride and felf-will, Rev, - 
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To‘ fiiap the. chain of this affociation,’ fhe went ovef ta 
France near the clofe of the year 1792; and, about fev 
months after her arrival in Paris, ‘ fhe entered,’ we are in- 
formed, * mto that fpéecies of connection, for which her heart 
fecretly panted.’’ This was a connection of the moft inti- 
mate nature, not preceded by the forms of marriage. ‘ She 
was now arrived at the fituation, which, for two or three 
preceding years, her reafon had pointed out to her as afford- 
ing the moft fubflantial profpec&t of happinefs.? Her-rea/on, 


‘however, pointed wrong in this inflance, as fle was after- 


ward moft bafely and cruelly abandoned by the object of her 
affections. It was certainly a connection begun in paflion and 
imprudence ; but the conduc of the perfon in whom fhe had 
fo factedly confided, cannct be mentioned in terms of indigna~- 
tion too ftrong. Al] her philofophy, however, deferted her 
on this occafion. She made two attempts at fuicide, the latter 
of which is thus related. 


‘ The agony of her mind determined her; and that determina- 
tion gave her a’fort of defperate ferenjty. She refolved to plunge 
herfelf in the Thames; and, not being fatisfied with any {pot near- 
ér to London, fhe took a boat, and rowed to Putney. MHer firft 
thought had led her to Batterfea-bridge, but fhe found it too pub- 
lic. It was night when fle arrived at Putney, and by that time 
had begun to rain with great violence. The rain fuggefted to her 
the idea of walking up and down the bridge, till her clothes were 
thoroughly drenched and heavy with the wet, which fhe did for 
half an hour without meeting a human being. . She then leaped 
from the top of the bridge, but ftill feemed to find a difficulty in 
finking, which fhe endeavoured to counteract by preffing her clothes 
Clofely round her. After fome time fhe became infenfible ; but 
fhe always fpoke of the pain the undérwent as foch, that, though 
fhe could afterwards have:determined upon almoft any other {pecies 
of voluntaty death, it would ‘have been impoffible for ‘her to re- 
folve upon encountering the fame fenfations again. I am doubt- 
fal, whether this is to be afcribed to the mere nature of fuffocation, 
Or was not rather owing to the preternatural action of a defperate 
{pirit.’ FP. 132, 


Mr. Godwin fubjoins fome pertinent reflections. on fui- 
cide. This incident, however, is not altogether confiftent 
with the character given of her in a previous chapter of 
thefe Memoirs, in which he attributes to her ‘a firmnefs of 
mind, an unconquerable greatnefs of foul, by which, after a 
hort internal flruggle, fhe was accuftomed to rife above dif- 
ficulties and fuffering.’ 

Having overcome two ardent paffions , fhe formed a third, 
of which the biographer was the obje&. A period only of 
fix months intervenes in ‘this cafe ; but, fays ‘the author, als 
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though ‘it was only fix months fince fhe had refolutely ba- 
nifhed every thought of Mr. Imlay (the former lover), it was 
at leaft eighteen that he ought to have-been banifhed, and 
would have been banifhed, had it not been for her forupu- 
lous pertinacity in determining to leave no meafure untried to 
regainhim.’ . . | 

This connection, likewife, was begun without the nuptial 
ceremonies ; but, after fome months, the marriage took place ; 
the principal reafon was that ihe was pregnant, and *‘ unwill< 
ing to incur that feclufion from the fociety of many valuable 
and excellent individuals, which cuftom awards in cafes of 
this fort.’ But it did not produce the defired effe&. Some, 
who vifited her or were vifited by her, and who regarded her 
as the injured obje& of Mr. Imlay’s indifference, were not 
pleafed to beftow their countenance on one who was fo eager 
to run into the arms of another man, and alike informally. 
Mr. Godwin takes this opportunity of cenfuring the prudery 
of thefe ice people in terms of feverity — with what juftice 
our readers may determine. The happinefs of this connec- 
tion, however, was tranfient ; and.an account of her daftil. 
nefs clofes thefe Memoirs, which are written with neatnefs 
and fometimes with elegance of ftyle, and with an affectionate 
regard for the loft object, with which we fhould not haye in- 
terfered, if it did not feem to amount to a vindication of prin- 
ciples inconfiftent with the delicacy of the female fex, and 
the welfare of fociety. | 

Of the Pothumous Works, the principal is entitled ¢ The 

Vrongs of Woman; or Maria, a Fragment:’ its main ob- 
ject was ‘ the defire of exhibiting the mifery and opprefhion, 
peculiar to women, that arife out of the partial laws and 
cuftoms of fociety.? In this we find a vigorous difplay of 
fancy, and often a richnefs of imagery in pourtraying -the 
paffions, and efpecially the diftreffes of certain fituations, 
which convince us that Mrs. Godwin’s particular forte was 
novel-writing —not, as commonly underitood, a mere tiffue 
of chit-chat, lovers’ quarrels, and parents’ cruelty, all end- 
ing in a {plendid wedding and a great fortune — but a tale of 
intereft and intellect, leading to wnportant leffons of life, be- 
caufe built on the realities of life, and embellithed only where 
embellithment is neceffary to catch the attenuon and gratify 
tafte, 

Of the prefent work, as it is merely a fragment, it is,im- 
poffible to give a decided judgment. Critically {peaking, how- 
ever, we difcover an error of much importance in the firft 

art of it, which is faid to have received the author’s fiaith. 
ing touch, The objeét, as we have already ftated, was to ex- 
hibit the mifery and oppreffion, peculiar fo women, that arife 
out of the partial Jaws and cu/ffoms of /ociety. But, accords 
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ing to Maria’s ftory, the partial laws and cuftoms of fociety 
had no concern with the caufe of her oppreffion. She mars 
ried Mr. Venables, becaufe fhe was in love with him, and 
had not fufficient difcernment to perceive that his lové was 
feigned, and his character deteftable. No laws of fociety, 
nor the abfence of all law, could prevent a misfortune of 
this kind, even if the connection had not been cemented by a 
marriage. In the next place, this bad hufband procures hee 
to be conveyed to a mad-houfe, while under the influence of 
a foporific draught. Now, by the laws of what fociety can 
aman do this? Not by thofe of this country, in which, how- 
ever, the fcene is laid. The fame may be faid of his lockin 
her up in her room, and her being obliged to make her efcape, 

s if from'a gaol; and the fame might be faidaf he had beaten 
or half-murdered her. Nothing of this arifes from the laws 
of fociety. Why then fhould any perfons over-charge the 
picture of real oppreffions from the laws and cuftoms of fe- 
ciety, by fictions which tend to difcredit the whole ? 

But, in our progrefs, we arrive at what we confider as the 
fpecific object of the ftory, the /aws of marriage as now con- 
ftituted. And here we-are enabled, by an extract of no great 
length, to give an idea of the author’s fyftem of reform. 


* A woman neglected by her hufband, or whofe manners form 
a ftriking contraft with his, will always have men on the watch to 
foothe and flatter her. Befides, the forlorn ftate of a neglected 
woman, not deftitute of perfonal charms, is particularly intereft- 
ing, and roufes that fpecies of pity, which is fo near akin, it eafily 
flides into love. A man of feeling thinks not of feducing, he is 
himfelf feduced by all the nobleft emotions of his foul. He fi- 
eures to himfelf all the facrifices a woman of fenfibility muft make, 
and every fituation in which his imagination places her, touches 
his heart, and fires his paflions. Longing to take to his bofom the 
fiorn lamb, and bid the drooping buds of hope revive, benevo- 
lence changes into paffion: and fhould he then difcover that he 
is beloved, honour binds him faft, though forefeeing that he may 
afterwards be obliged to pay fevere damages to the man, who ne- 
ver appeared to value his wife’s fociety, rill he found that there 
was a chance of his being indemnified for the lofs of it. 
~ * Such are the partial laws enaéted by men; for, only to lay a 
firefs on the dependent ftate of a woman in the grand queftion of 
the comforts arifing from the poffeffion of property, ‘fhe is [even 
in this article] much more injured by the lofs of the hufband’s af- 
fection, than he by that of his wife; yet where is fhe, condemned 
to the folitude of a deferted home, to look for a compenfation 
from the woman, who feduces him from her? She cannot drive 
an vafaithful hufband from his houfe, nor feparate, or tear, his 
children from him, however culpable he may be ; and he, ‘ftill the 
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mafter of his own fate, enjoys the fmiles of a world, that would 
brand her with infamy, did- fhe, ‘feeking- confolation, venture to 
retaliate. | 
~ * Thefe remarks are not dictated by experience; but merely by’ 
the compafhon I feel for many amiable:women, the outlaws of 
the world. For myfelf, never encouraging any of the advances 
that were made to me, my lovers dropped off like the untimely 
fhoots of fpring. I did not even coquet with them; becaufe [ 
found, on examining myfelf, I could not coquet with a man with- 
out loving him a little ; and I perceived that I fhould not be able 
to ftop at the line of what are termed innocent freedoms, did T 
fuffer any. My reférve was then the confequence of delicacy. 
Freedom of conduét has emancipated many women’s minds; but 
my conduct has moft rigidly been governed by my principles, till 
the improvement of my underftanding has enabled me to difcern 
fallacy of prejudices at'war with nature and reafon.’ Vol. ii. p. 35. 


Againft thefe principles; we truft that it is not neceffary 
to enter our proteft. ‘They are alike repugnant to religion, 
fenfe, and decency. _ 

This fragment, on which farther remarks are unneceffary, 
occupies the firft two volumes of the Pofthumous Works. 

In the third and fourth volumes, the author appears in a more 
amiable light. We meet with a feries of letters, addreffed to Mr. 
Imlay, and we cannot {peak of them in mor€ appropriate 
language than that of the editor. They contain ‘ the fineft 
examples of the language of fentiment and paffion ever pre- 
fented to the world. It is impoffible to read them without 
feeling a lively intereft in the fufferings of the writer. Hard 
muft that heart be upon which they could make no impreffion. 

Various finall pieces are added, of which we prefer the 
‘ Letter on the prefent CharaGter of the French Nation,’ and 
the * Effay on Poetry,’ &c. “Some of the letters addreffed to 
Mr. Johnion fhow an excellent talent at that fpecies of com- 
pofition, although they certainly were never intended for pub- 
lication. | 





An Hiftorical Survey of the French Colony in the Ifland of St. 
- Domingo: comprehending a fhort Account of its anctent Go- 
wernment, Political State, Population, Produétions, and Ex- 
orts; a Narrative of the Calamities which have defolated 
the Country ever fince the Year 1789, with fome Reflections 
on their Caufes and probable Confequences ; and a Detail of 
the Military Tranfactions of the Britifh Army in that Ifland 
to the End of 1794. By Bryan Edwards, E/q. M. P. 
 FLR.S. &c. 4to. 135. Boards. Stockdale, 1797. 


MR. Edwards ftates, that in September 1791, when he 
was at Spanifh-town in Jamaica, two French gentlemen were 
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introduced to him, who had recently arrived. from St...Do-. 
mingo, with information that the negro dflaves belonging to 
the French part of that ifland, to the fuppofed number. of 
100,000, had revolted, and were f{preading death and defola- 
‘ tion over the northern province. They reported that, they, 
were deputed by the governor to requeft the affiflance of 
troops, &c. The earl of Efingham, then governor.of Ja- 
maica, promifed to furnifh arms and ammunition; ,and, 
though he could not conveniently fend any troops, fome thips 
were difpatched, in one of which our author accompanied the 
French commiffioners. This was the occafion of his vilit to 
the ifland, where he accumulated fuch a knowledge of its 
prefent ftate and hiftory, as enabled him to compofe the excels 
jent work now under review. ; 

The appearance of Mr. Edwards, .and of the gentlemen of 

amaica who accompanied him, gave fome confolation to the 
peaceable inhabitants of St. Domingo ; and the ftrangers were 
welcomed by a very affectionate {peech from the prefident of 
the colonial affembly. It was fuppofed by the colonifts that 
Mr. Edwards was an agent from the Englifh miniftry, fent to 
found their inclinations towards the government of Great- 
Britain, preparatory to an invafion of the country- by a Briuth 
armament. Their withes co-operated with this idea; for 
they imputed all their miferies to the conduct of the French 
aifembly ; and the black cockade univerfally took place of the 
tricolor one. : 

In the firft chapter of this work, we have the political ftate 
of St. Domingo previous to the year 1789. At that time the 
negroes, who were flaves in the ifland, amounted to 480,000. 
It was in favour of this clafs that Louis XIV..in the year 
1685, publifhed the celebrated edit, known under the title of 
the Code Noir; of which Mr. Edwards remarks, that, al- 
though many of its provifions breathe a fpirit of tendernefs 
and philanthropy, there is this misfortune attending it, which 
muft attend all other fyftems of the fame nature, that moft of 
its regulations are inapplicable to the condition and fituation of 
the colonies in America. With regard to the general treat- 
ment of flaves in the French iflands, he affirms, that it is nei- 
ther much better nor much worfe than in thofe: which belong 
to Great Britain. If there is any difference, they are better 
cléthed among the French, and are indulged with more ‘animal 


food among the Englith. At this period, 


‘ with all the abufes arifing from the licentioufnefs of power, 
the corruption of manners, and the fyftem of flavery, the fcale 
evidently preponderated on the favourable -fide’; and, in. {pite of 
political evils, and private grievances, the-figns of publick profpe- 
rity were every where vifible.’ Pp. 12, 
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The fecond and third chapters treat of the affairs of the 
ifland from the revolution in 1789, to the meeting of the firft 
general colonial marek and of the proceedings of that 


body until its final diffolution, and the embarkation of the 
members for France, Aug..1790. In the fourth is ‘an inter- 
efting account of the rebellion of Ogé, who was deféated and 
put to death nn March 1791, 


¢ Twenty of Ogé’s deluded followers, among them his own 
brother, were condemned to be hanged. To Ogé himfelf, and his 
lieutenant Chavane, a more terrible punifhment was allotted :-—~ 
they were adjudged to be broken alive, and left to perifh in that 
dreadful fituation, on the wheel :—a_ fentence, on which it is im- 
poflible to reflect but with mingled emotions of fhame,  fympathy, 
indignation, and horror ! 

‘ The bold and hardened Chavane met his fate with unufual 
firmnefs, and fuffered not a groan to efcape him during the extre- 
mity of his torture: but the fortitude of Ogé deferted him» altoge- 
ther. When fentence was pronounced, he implored mercy with 
many tears, and an abject fpirit. He promifed to make great dif 
coveries if his life was fpared, declaring that he had an important 
fecret to communicate. A refpite of twenty-four hours» was ac- 
cordingly granted; but it was not made known to the publick, at 
that time, that he divulged any thing of importance. His fecret, 
if any he had, was believed to have died with him. 

‘Tt was difcovered,. however, about nine months afterwards, 
that this moft unfortunate young man had not only made a full 
confeffion of the faéts that 1 have related, but alfo difclofed the 
dreadful plot in agitation, and the miferies at that moment impend- 
ing over the colony. His laft. folemn declarations and dying con 
feflion, fworn to and figned by hiwmfelf the day before his exeeus 
tion, were actually produced ; wherein he details at large the meas 
fures which the coloured people had fallen upon to excite the negro 
flaves to rife into rebellion. He points out the chiefs by nameg 
and relates that, notwithftanding his own defeat, a general revolt 
would actually have taken place in the month of February preced- 
ing, if an extraordinary flood of rain, and confequent inundation 
from the rivers, had not prevented it. He declares that the rings 
leaders ftill maintained the fame atrocious project, and held their 
meetings in certain fubterranean paflages, or caves, in the patifh 
of La Grande Riviere, to which he offers, if his life might be 
{pared, to conduét a body of troops, fo that the confpirators might 
be fecured. 

‘The perfons before whom this confeffion and narrative were 
made, were the commiffioners appointed for the purpofe of taking 
Ové’s examination, by the fuperior council of the northern pro- 
vince, of which body they were alfo members. Whether this 
court (all the members of which were devotedly attached to the 
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ancient fyftem) determined of itfelf to fupprefs evidence of fuch 

reat concern to the colony, or was directed on this occafion by. 
the fuperior officers in the adminiftration of the government, has 
never been clearly made knowp. Suppreffed it certainly was, and 
the miferable Ogé hurried to immediate execution; .as if to prevent 
the further communication, and full difclofure of fo weighty a 
fecret ! 

¢ Chriftian charity might lead us to fuppofe that the commiffion- 

ers by whom Ogé’s examination was taken, difregarded and neg- 
le&ted (rather. than fuppreffed) his information; confidering . it 
merely as the fhallow artifice of a miferable man to obtain a miti- 
gation of the dreadful punifhment which awaited him, and utterly 
unworthy of credit. It does not appear, however, that the com- 
miffoners made this. excufe for themfelves; and the caution, cir- 
cumfpection, and fecrecy which marked their conduét, leave no 
room for fucli a fuppofition. ‘The. planters at large fcrupled not 
to declare, that the royalifts in the colony, and the philanthropick 
and republican party in the mother country, were equally criminal ; 
and. themfelves. made victims to the blind purpofes, and unwar- 

rantable paffions, of two defperate and malignant factions. 

¢ Of men who openly and avowedly aimed at the fubverfion of 

all good order and fubordination, we may eafily credit the wortt ; 
bift.it will be difficult to point out any principle of rational policy 

by which the royalifts could have been influenced to concur in the 
ruin of fo noble and beautiful a part of the French empire. Their 
conduct therefore remains wholly inexplicable, or we muft admit 

they were guided by a fpirit of Machiavelian policy—a principle of 
refined cunning, which always defeats its own purpofe. They mutt. 
have encouraged the vain and fallacious idea that fcenes of blood- 
fhed, devaftation, and ruin; in different parts of the French domi- 
nions, would induce the great body of the people to look back 
with regret to their former government, and lead them by degrees 
to co-operate in the fcheme of effecting a counter-revolution ; re- 

arding the evils of anarchy, as. lefs tolerable than the dead repofe 
of. defpotifm. If fuch were their motives, we can only afcribe 
them to that infatuation with which Providence (as wife men have 
obferved, and hiftory evinces) blinds a people devoted to deftruc- 
tion.’ P. 47. 


In the two following chapters, the hiftery proceeds to the 
fatal decree of the ndtianal affembiy on the 15th o of May, 1791; 
and its confequences are detailed. « Such a Meike of human 
mifery—fuch a fcene of woe prefented itfelf, as no other coun- 
try, or former age, has admitted.’ Our author allows, how- 
ever, that 


¢ there is too much reafon to believe that thefe miferies would 
have occurred in’St. Domingo, in a great degree, everif the pro 
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ceedings of the national afflembly had been more temperate, and if 
the decree of the 15th of May had never paffed into a law. The 
declarations of the dying Ogé fufficiently point out the mifchief 
that was meditated, long before that obnoxious decree was _promul- 
gated.” P, 64.’ 


He concludes a part of his recital in thefe words. 


‘ To detail the various conflicts, ftkirmifhes, maflacres, oe 
fcenes of flaughter, which this exterminating war produced, were 
to offer a difgufting and frightful picture ;—a combination of hor- 
rors ;——wherein we fhould behold cruelties unexampled i in the an- 
nals of mankind; human blood poured forth in torrents ; the earth 
blackened with athes, and the air tainted with peftilence. It was 
computed that, within two months after the revolt firft began, up’ 
wards of two thoufand white perfons, of all conditions and ages, 
had been maflacred ;—that one hundred and eighty fugar planta- 
tions, and about nine hundred coffee, cotton, and indigo fettle- 
ments had been deftroyed (the buildings thereon being confumed by 
fire), and one thoufand two hundred chriftian families reduced from 
opulence, to fuch a ftate of mifery as to depend altogether for their 
clothing and fuftenance on publick and private charity. Of the 
infurgents, it was reckoned that upwards of ten thoufand had pe- 
rifhed by the fword or by famine; and fome hundreds by the 
hands of the executioner ;—many of them, I grieve to fay, under 
the torture of the wheel;—a fyftem of revenge and retaliation, 
which no enormities of favage life could juftify or excufe.’ p. 77. 


There is a note appended to this paragraph, which we 
tranfcribe, becaufe it cérrefponds with fome anecdotes relatéd 
by perfons who vitited France under the ancien regime. Such 
inhumanity on the part of the upper ranks, if it does not juf- 
tify, at leaft leffens the furprife of a revolt and its cruelties on 
the part of thofe who are enflaved by them. 


‘ Two of thefe unhappy.men fuffered in this manner under the 
window of the author’s lodgings, and in his prefence, at Cape 


Francois, on Thurfday the 28th of September 1791. They were. ' 


broken) on two pieces of timber placed crofswife. One of them 
expired on receiving the third ftroke on his ftomach, each of his 
legs and arms having been firft broken in two places; the firft three 
blows he bore without a groan. The other hada harder fate. When 
the executioner, after breaking his legs and arms, lifted up the if- 
firument to give the finifhing ftroke on the breaft, and which (by 
putting the criminal out of his pain) is called /e coup de grace, the 
mob, with the ferocioufnefs of cannibals, called out arretex*! 
(ftop) and compelled him to leave his work unfinifhed. In that 
condition, the miferable wretch, with his broken limbs doubled up, 
was put on a cart-wheel, which was placed horizontally, one end 
of the axle-tree being driven into the earth. He feemed perfeatly 
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fenfible, but uttered not a groan. At the end of forty minuteés 
fome Englifh ftamen, who were {pectators of the tragedy, ftrangled 
him in mercy. As to all the French fpectators (many of them 
perfons of fafhion, who beheld the fcene from the windows of their 
upper apartments), it grieves me to fay, that they looked on with 
the moft perfect compofure and /ang froid. Some’of the ladies, as 
I was told, even ridiculed, with a great deal of unfeemly mirth, the 
fympathy manifefted by the’Englith at the fufferings of the wretch- 
ed Criminals.’ p. 78. 

In the feventh chapter, we meet with fome very fevere re- 
fiections on the Englith fociety for the abolition of the flave- 
trade. Thefe we recommend to the attention of the members 
of that fociety, as there are fome affertions which they would 
do well to difprove. 

The next chapter continues the hiftory of the civil war to 
the conflagration of the town of Cape Frangois ; and, in the 
ninth,” we have. (unaccountably, for it ought to have pre- 
ceded the whole) a. topographical and flatiltical account of 
St. Domingo, which, untl the ravages recorded in the former 
chapters,- ‘ might jufily be deemed the paradife of the world.’ 
Of its importance to the mother country, we may judge from 
the following flatement. | 


© AVERAGE EXPORTS FROM THE FRENCH PART OF ST. DO~ 
MINGO, BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. 


Livres. 

Clayed fugar = Ibs. 58,642,214 ~— 41,049,549 
Mufcovado - lbs.. 86,549,829 — 34,619,937 
Coffee - lbs. 71,663,187 — 71,663,187 
Cotton - Ibs. 6,698,858 — 12,397,716 
Indigo _ = Hhds. 951,607 — 8,564,463 
Molafles _ Hhds. 23,001 —- 2,767,320 
wage ta frst of oat ay i Hhds, 2,600 — 312,000 
Raw hides - N° 6,500 — §2,000 
Tanned ditto - N° 7,900 — __118,500 





The total, value at the ports of fhipping, in 
livres of St. Domingo, was - 171,544,006 


_ being equal to 4,765,129. fterling money of Great Britain. 

¢ If this ftatement be compared by the rule of proportion with 
the exports from Jamaica, the refult will be confiderably in favour 
of St. Domingo, i.e. it will be found that the planters of Jamai- 
ea receive fmaller returns from the labours of their negroes, in pro- 
portion to their numbers, than the planters of St. Domingo have 


received from theirs, For this difference various caufes have been 


afGgned, and advantages allowed, and qualities afcribed to the 
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French planters, which I venture to pronounce, on full enquiry, 
had no. exiftence. .The true caufe arofe, undoubtedly, from the 
fuperior fertility of the foil ; and, above all, from the prodigious” 
benefit which refulted to the French planters from the fyftem of 
watering their fugar-lands in dry weather. This is an advantage 
which nature hag denied to the lands ia Jamaica, except in a very. 
few places; but has freely beftowed on many parts of St. Domin- 
go; and the planters there availed themfelves of it with the happieft 
fuccefs.’ P. 136. 7 


The tenth and eleventh chapters contain an account of the 
proceedings of the Britith troops, tothe capture of Port au 
Prince, and the melancholy reverfe of fortune which after- 
wards attended their arms. In thefe the reader will find many 
particulars not generally known, and many fenfible remarks 
on the policy and conduct of the war'in that quarter. Ad- 
verting to thofe who died of fevers, Mr. Edwards exclaims, 


‘ What numbers have perifhed—not in the field of honour—but 
on the bed of ficknefs! not amidft the fhouts of viétory—but the 
groans of defpair! condemned to linger in the horrors of peftilence: - 
to fall without a conffiét, and to die without renown!’ p. 170, 


To this burft of proper feeling, he adds the following re- 


marks: ’ 


‘ Thefe refle&tions, and the obfervations which I have made in 
the preceding pages, on the infufficiency of the’means to the objects 
in view, are not written in the fpirit of accufation againft men in 
authority ; nor (if I know myfelf) is there any bias of party zeal.on 
my judgment. I.am far from afferting, that the fituation and re- 
fources of Great Britain were fuch as to afford a greater body of 
troops for fervice in St. Domingo, at the proper moment, than the 
number that was actually fent thither. I prefume not to intrude 
into the national councils, and am well apprized that exifting alli- 
ances and pre-engagements of the ftate, were objets of important 
confideration to his majefty’s minifters. Neither can I affirm, that 
the delays and obftruétions, which prevented the arrival at the 
{cene of action of fome of the detachments, until the return of the 
fickly feafon, were avoidable. A thoufand accidents and cafualties 
continually fubvert and overthrow the beft laid {chémes of human 
contrivance. We have feen confiderable fleets detained by adverfe 
winds, in the ports of Great Britain.for many fucceflive months, 
and powerful armaments have been driven back by ftorms and 
tempefts, after many unavailing attempts to reach the place of their 
deftination. Thus much I owe to candour ; but, at the fame time, 
I owe it alfo to truth to avow my opinion, that in cafe no greater 
force could have been {pared for the enterprize againft St. Domin- 
go, the enterprize itfelf ought not'to have been undertaken, The 
Cait, Rev. Vor. XXII. April, 1798. Gg 
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sjedt of the Britith minifters was avowedly to obtain poffeffion of 
| the whole ‘of the French part of the country. “That they placed 

t- dependente ‘on ‘the co-operation of the French inhabitants, 
and were grofsly deceived by agents from thence, I believe and ad- 
mit 5 ; but ‘they ought furely to have foréfeen, that a very formidable 

ofition was to be expetted from the partizans and troops of the 

iblican, government; ‘and they Ought alfo ‘to ‘have known, that 
np cotifiderable body of the French’ planters could be expected to 
rifk their lives and fortunés in the Common tafe, but-in full con- 
fidence of proteétion and fupport, In my own judgniént, ‘all the’ 
forte which Great Britain could have fest thither,’ would not have 
been fufficient for the complete fubjugation of the colony, It is. 
afferted by competent judges, that not. lefg than fix thoyfand men 
were neceflary for the fecure maintenance of Port an Prince alone;. 
yet I do net believe that the number of Britifh, in all parts of St.. 
Dominga, at any one period, previous to the month of April 17955, 
exceeded two thoufand two hundred, of whom, except at the cape 
ture of Port au Prince, not one half were fit for aétual fervice ; and 
during the hot and fickly months of Auguft, September, and Oc- 
tober, not one third. 

“* Perhaps the moft fatal overfight in the conduét of the whole’ 
expedition, was the ftrangé and unaccountable neglect of not fecur" 
ing’ the town and harbour of Aux Cayes, and: the little port of 
Jacmel on the fame part of the coaft, previous to the attack of; 
Port au Prince. With thofe places, on the one fide of the penin- 
fula, and the poft of Acul in our poffeffion on the other, all com- 
munication between the fouthern and the two other provinces 
would have been cut off; the navigation from the Windward 
Hands to Jamaica would have been fecure, while the poffeffion of” 
the two ig se which form the entrance into the Bight of Leogane’ 
(Cape Nicholas and Tiburon) would have proteéted the homeward 
trade in its’ courfe through the windward paffage. All this might’ 
have been accomplifhed ‘and fecured ; and I think it is all that, in 
found policy, ought to have been attempted, As to Port au Prince, 
it’ would have been fortunate if the works had been deftroyed, and 
the town evacuated immediately after its farrender. 

‘ The retention by the enemy of Aux Cayes and Jacmel, not 
only enabled them to procure reinforcements and fupplies, but alfo 
mott amply to revenge our attempts on their coatts, by reprifals on 
our trade, It is known that upwards of thirty privateers, fome of ’ 
them. of confiderable force, have been fitted out from thofe ports, ’ 
whofe rapacity and vigilance fearce a veffel bound from the Wind- 
ward Iflands to Jamaica ‘can efcape.~ The prizes which they made, 
in a few fhort months, abundantly compenfated for the lofs of their 
a at Port au Prince, ~~ - 7 

© After all, though I have afferted nothing which I do not believe 
- to be true, I’ will hotieltly admit, that many important faéts and 
citéumitunces, unknown to me, = probably. exifted,” an acm 
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quaintance with which is indifpenfably neceffary to enable any maa 
to form a correct judgment on the meafures which were purfded on 
this occafion.. Toa writer, fitting with compofure in his clofet, 
with a partial difplay of faéts before him, it is no difficult tafk to 
point out faults and miflakes in the conduct of publick affairs; and 
even where miftakes are difcovered, the wifdom of after.knowledge 
is yery cheaply acquired. It. is the lot of our nature, that the beft 
concerted plans of Human policy are fubject to errors which the 
meaneft obferver will fometimes detect. “* The hand (fays an 
eminent writer) that cannot build a hovel, may demolith a palate.” 
P. 170, : 


The laft chapter gives an account of the ftate of the Spa- 
nith colony of St. Domingo, and concludes with fome reflec« 
tions, the importance of which will be a fufficient apology for 
their length. 


‘ If what I have thus «not haftily, but—deliberately preditted 
concerning the fate of this unfortunate country, fhall be verified 
by the event, all other reflections muft yield to the preffing confi 
deration how beft to obviate and defeat the influence which 
dreadful an example of fuccefsful revolt and triumphant ana 
may have in our own iflands. This is a fubjec& which will foom 
force itfelf on the moft ferioiis attention of government; and I am 
of opinion, that nothing lefs than the co-operation of the Britiflt 
parliament with the ‘colonial legiflatures can meet its emergencyi 
On the other hand, if it be admitted that the obje& is infinitely too. 
important, and the means and refources of France much too pows 
erful and abundant, to fuffer a doubt to remain concerning the ul. 
timate accomplifhment of her views, in feizing on the whole of 
_ this extenfive country : if we can fuppofe that (convinced at length; 
by painful experience, of the monftrous folly of fuddenly ernanci« 
pating barbarous men, and placing them at once in all the compli+ 
cated relations of civil fociety) the will/finally fucceed in reducing 
the valt body of fugitive negroes to obedience; and in eftablifhing 
fecurity, fubordination, and order, under a conftitution of govern-. - 
ment fuited to the. actual condition of the various claffes of the in- 
habitants :—if fuch fhall be her. good fortune, it will not'require 
the endowment of prophecy to foretel the refult. The middling, 
and who are commonly the moft induftrious, clafs of planters, 
throughout every ifland in the Weft Indies, allured by the cheap- 
nefs of the land and the fuperior fertility of the foil, will affuredly 
feek out fettlements in St. Domingo; and a Weft Indian empire - 
will fix itfelf in this noble ifland, to which, in a few thort years, alk 
the tropical poffeffions of Eurepe will be found fubordinate and trix 
butary. Placedin the centre of Britifh and Spanifh Atmerica, and 
fituated to windward of thofe-territories of either nation which aré 
moft valuable, while the commerce of both mruft exift only by its 
good pleafure, all'the riches of Mexico will be wholly at its difpo- 
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fal..  Thei will the humbled Spaniard lament, when it is:too-late, 
the thoughtlefs.and.improvident furrender he has made, and Great 
Britain find leifure to reflect how deeply fhe is herfelf concerned in 
the confequencesvof it. The dilemma is awful, and the final iffue 
known only to that omnifcient Power, in whofe hand is the fate of 
empires! But whatever the iffue may be,—in all the varieties of 
fortune,—in all events and circumftances, whether profperous or 
adverfe,—it infinitely concerns both the people of Great Britain, 
andthe inhabitants of the Britifh colonies,—I cannot repeat it too 
ofien,—to. derive admonition from the ftory before us. ..To Great 
Britain [ would intimate, that if, difregarding the prefent example, 
encouragement {hall continue to be given to the peftilent. doctrines 
of thofe hot-brained fanaticks, and deteftable incendiaries, who, 
under the vile pretence of philanthropy and zeal for the interefts of 
fiffering humanity, preach up rebellion and murder to the content- 
ed and orderly negroes in our own territories, what elfe can be ex- 
petted, but that ‘the fame dreadful fcenes of carnage and defola- 
tion, which we have contemplated in St. Domingo, will be renewed 
among out countrymen and relations in the Britifh Weft -Indies? 
May God Almighty, of his infinite mercy, avert the evil! To the 
vefident planters I addrefs myfelf with ftill greater folicitude ; and, 
if it were in my power, would exhort them, “ with more than 
mortal voice,” to rife above the foggy atmofphere of local prejudi- 
ces, and, by a generous furrender of temporary advantages, do 
that which the parliament of Great Britain, in the pride and pleni- 
tude. of imperial dominion, cannot effect, and ought not to attempt. 
Lcall on them, with the fincerity and the affeétion of a brother, 
of themfelves to-reftrain, limit, and finally abolifh the further in- 
troduction of enflaved men from Africa;—not indeed by meafures 
of. fadden*violence and injuftice, difregarding the many weighty and 
complicated interefts which are involved in the iffue; but by means 
which, though flow and gradual in their.operation, will be fureand 
certain in their effeét. © The colonial legiflatures, by their fituation 
and local knowledge, are alone competent to this great and glorious 
tafk.: and. this example of St. Domingo, and the di¢tates of feif- 
prefervation, like the hand-writmg againit the wall, warn them ne 
longer.te delay it! Towards the poornegroes over whom the fta- 
tutes of .Great Britain, the accidents of fortupe, and the laws of 
inheritance, have invefted them with power, their general canduét 
for the laft twenty years (notwithftanding the foul calumnies with 
which they, have been loaded) may court enquiry and bid defiance 
to‘cenfure. “:A perfeverance in the fame benevolent fyftem, pro- 
greflively leading :the objeéts of it to civilization and mental im- 
provement, preparatory to greater indulgence, is all that humanity 
ean-require; for it isali that prudence can diétate. Thus will the 
planters prepare a fhield of defence againft their.enemies, and fe- 
cure to thenfelves that ferenity and eievation of mind,. which arife 
from an approving confcience ; producing aflurance in hope, and 
confolation in adverity. Their perfecutors and flanderers in the 








meantime willbe difregarded or forgotten; for calumny, though a 
great, isa temporary evil, but truth and juftice will’ prove tritimphant 
dnd CrePal® 'plorGrh Wak Dengteceereatt «sonitbia Bee 
The ‘tables and illiftrations' which’ forny the “Appendix ‘to 
this Hiftory, may be confulted with’ ddvattage. “Upon? the 
whole, the ‘work willsbe ‘foind highly ufeful “in unfolding 
fceries of the moft diftreffing nature, whence leffons of ‘great 
importance may be derived. Mr. Edwards, as we obferved 
in reviewing his Hiftory:of the. Weft Indies *, is a moderate 
advocate for the flave-trade, becaufe an advocate only upon 
policy. He has not been able!to conceal from himfelf,. ort@ 
hide from his readers, the original impolicy of chat trade; and 
we obferve, that, as events of a recent date more fully expofe 
the dangers of a fyftemr of flavery, he feems, more: djipofed.to 
accede tothe opinion of thofe who: think: it radically wrong, 
While, therefore, he fupports the opinion that flavery ought 
to be gradually abolifhed, and the fituation ef the negroes 
rendered in the mean time more comfortable, we hope thatshe 
will indulge a charitable, opinion of thofe who, conceivi 
trom: the ftrange tteatment.of this queftion in parliament, that 
there is no ferious intention to abolith it at all, may be led fo 
{peak of the horrors.of flavery.with greater acrimony than is 
pethaps confiftent with facts. ! — 
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4 Defence of the French Emigrants. Addr ele to.the People of 
hon By Trophime Gerald de Lally-Tolendal. Teplatd 
Srom the French by Fohn Gifford, E/q. Bud... 75. oar ds. 

Longman.” 1797) soos, om Ba 

IT was reafonable to expect, that the-attacks whichmere 
made upon the French emigrants both by their countrymen 
and by the politicians of other nations, would -excite the 
zeal of fome individuals ‘of their number to a defence iofsthe 
whole body. Among thefe vindicators of an unpopular par~ 
ty, M. de Lally-Tolendal has highly diftinguithed /himtelf ; 
and his work.has met with the general applaufe of thesper- 
fons whofe caufe he has fo eloquently pleaded... ‘The-tranf- 
lator pronounces the performance a chef-d’@uvre, contidered 
as the fpeech of an advocate; and it undoubtedly is an able, 
vindication; but, when. he adds, that,..in this view, the; 

‘ undeferved eulogies’ occafionally diftributed are notonly 

‘ juttifiable but laudable,’ he tranfgreffes the limits of pru- 

dence and propriety. “‘Unmerited praifes are excufadble in an. 

advocate, as proceeding from an eagernefs and warmth in the 
caufe of his client; but {uch violations.of truth are neyer. 

jupifiable ; and {tit lefsiare they laudable. ., . 


* See Crit. Rey. New Arr, Vol. IX. p. 434; Vol. X. p. 260; and Vol. XL; 
ps 16, Sete Gs 2JUl ONOW .17.2 ; unis wy rg 
, Gg3 





/ 


Lally-Tolendal’s Defence of the French Emigrants. - 420 





| 
| 
) 
; 








j 
30 Lall-Toléndal’s Defence of the French. Emigranis. 

In opemng his addrefs, M. Lally makes a-diftinction be, 
tween the devoted: flaves ofthe ruling) party, and the < trug 
people of France.’ Having affigned his: reatons for declining 
a particular appeal to the~tribunals, the two councils, or the 
executive directory, he fays, edie he 
_ © People of France! 1 lay it’ [the cayfe] * before you; not 
before thofe who have added to all their other ufurpations that of 
appropriating to themfelves exclufively your name ; —to all their 
other aéts of perfidy, that of caluminiating it; to all their other 
crimes, that of difgracing it;—~ but before the true people of 
France, -who, far from having been the accomplices of our op- 
preflors, have been affociates in our misfortunes, and were perfe- 
tuted and attacked at the fame time with us ;+-~ but before all 
thofe Frenchmen wha, even amidft the effervefcence of paffions, 
preferved the purity of their hearts, or expiated noble errors by a 
hore noble repentance ; —~ but to the totality of good citizens in 
whatever clafs of fociety they exift.’ . p. 13, 

“ In this part af the addrefs, he takes occafion to deliver his 

iments upon the conftitution of the year 1795; and, while 
he applauds fome parts of it, he condemns others ; particu- 
larly inveighing againft the treatment to which the emigrants 
are fubje€&ted even by the beft of the three conftitutions, 

Thefe unfortunate perfons being claffed by their. enemies 
under two heads, and confidered either as traitors who left 
their with a view of returning to attack it, or as 
éowards who abandoned it when they ought to have taken up 
dttns m its defence,-the author examines, at confiderable 
length, the foundation of thefe charges. He firft difcuffes the 

frion of puiilianimous, abandonment, . Men. do. not, he 
ys; voluntarily forfake their family and their friends, to 
feck hofpisality ox protection in a foreign land, or exchange 
_ @pleafing and peaceful deftiny for the biternefs of exile : but, 
when:a perfon fees his neighbour’s houfe burning, it Cannot 
hee ed that he fhould patiently wait the extenfion of the 
flames to his. own, habitation, rather.than, efcape deftruction 
by a retreat from danger, 1 
°° Did not the flames of the incendiary extend from one extre- 
mity of France to the-other? Were not whole provinces, repeated- 
ly covered with fire and fimoke ? Had not the man, whofe houle 
had Keen reduced to afhes, a right to Jook for another, and was it 
riot’ his duty to look for one in a country where! his family would 
live in fafety, and® Where ingendiaries were not honouted ? Had, 
riot the man, who faw the flames at his own door, who had been: 
apprized, who believed, or who even fufpeéted, that his tum 
would foon come, a right to preferve his life, when unable! td de~ 
fend his home? The mere punifhment of being 2 witnefs to the- 
crime, without being the objeét of it, would fufficé to hake 4 man 
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abandon the country.in which it was-committed with impunity 5 

how then can any: legiflature pretend to. forbid. that man to emi- 
grate who is threatened by crimés.of every denomination, who, is 
seul by no law, who is defended. by no authority, and who 
has been deprived of the means of defending himfelf? A fingle 
murder unpunithed, a fingle aflaffin triumphant, fuffices to alarm @ 
whole citv; what then muft have been the fenfation produted by 
heaps of murdered bodies lying unrevenged, and legions of muse 
derérs roaming unreftrained?’ Pp. 62. 


The apologift adds, that 


‘ It was a man’s duty to fly when France was under the domi- 
-nion of Robefpierre; now the reign of his name was eftablifhed 
‘on the 2d of September 1792, but the reign of his critnes was 
much older. Thé day on which Mirabeau, when affaffinations 
were denounced to the conftituent affembly, called them triffing 
contrarieties unworthy the attention of the reprefentatives of France, 
and: occafioned a refolution to be pafled, declaring, that there was 
no ground for difcuffren ;-the day ‘on which that affembly, thofe 
legiflators, thofe repriefertentives of the country, thofe ommiportert 
and fole arbiters of our fate, infpired by Robefpierre, Mirabean, 
Pethion, and Bugot, refufed to the preffing folicitations.of their juit 
aud humane colleagues a decree, for refioring vigour tothe ' laws, 
and aétivity to the tribunals for the punifiment of feditionang re- 
bellion, of murderers and incendiaries ; — from that moment»the 
focial compaét. was broken, the conimunity was’ diflolvedy sthe 
country had difappeared: all the fentiments which its menoryuftill 
infpired, all the facrifices ftill aiade to: its fhade; were volumrars, 
were generous; the phantom which had been -fubftituted: in: ats 
place, had not a right-to command any one of them.’ oPp.10g. 91 


There is fome plawfibility in thefe remarks’; but the fpivit of 
true patriotifm would have been moré apparent, if the obndXt 
ous royalifts had remained in Francé, Staving the ‘ftorm: df 
commotion, or acquiefcing in the will of the mujoricy of e 
nation. 

The proceedings againft the emigtants who'did not beaf arms 
againft their countrymen, are regularly traced to the time‘ of 
the promulgation of that iifamous law which ordained the 
punifhment of death againit all who fhould return into the 
territori¢s of the new republic ; : and the fupporter of their 
caufe exclaiins, 


‘ For a long time the greateft part of our oppreffors a recol- 
lefted that there were profcribed perfons, without remembering all 
the charaéteriftic marks of the profcription ; the viétims theafelves 
felt their wounds bleed, without knowing what hand. had inflicted 
them, Among the laft, vague and enfeebled complaints indicated 
the exhauftion ef defpair and almoft a forgetfulpels of their rights : 
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among the others, there was a regular form of. outrage and caluni- 
ny, which had eftablifhed.a kind. of poffefliom; and as it feldom 
happens, that founds which perpetually ftrike the ear do wot finifh 
by inftilling fome prejudice into the mind; as impoftors, by the 
habit of repeating their falfhoods, at laft perfuade themfelves' that 
they are true, fo the cruel man, by conftantly giving the name of 
juftice to his cruelty, and the qualification of guilt to his viétims, 
may fometimes come to believe that he is nothing move than {fe- 
vere. But here the whole heap is collected together ! Here all re- 
collections are awakened, all confciences warned, all rights revivi- 
fied. Here the whole fyftem of that horrible profcription, difen- 
cumbered from all that obfcured it, is difplayed in full light.- ‘All 
its parts are connected together. It is feen, it is followed, in its 
birth, in its means, in its execution, in its confequences. Thofe 
who, like you, worthy and wife republicans! feel the want of 
juftice in their hearts, and feel it to be neceffary for the fafety of 
the republic, will rejoice to fee themfelves relieved from the dif- 
grace of ‘being concerned in a crime fo manifeft and fo hideous; 
They will from this moment’exclaim, let the law of Collot d’Her- 
bois be anathematized ! they will no longer invoke clemency, but 
juftice, for every emigrant who is accufed of nothing more than 
having merely abandoned France. As to the men, if men they 
can be called, to whom Collot d’Herbois and Robefpierre have 
bequeathed their minds and their inclinations, they will at leaft pers 
ceive that in {peaking of us in future, they muft renounce all thofe 
common-place infults, of treafon, of cowardice, of infamy ; be- 
caufe it has been clearly denionftrated, that to them alone do thofe 
appellations apply, while I, on the contrary, am pleading before 
you, people of France, for the martyrs of fidelity, for them who 
have carried the courage of virtue even to temerity, for beings, in 
fhort, of both fexes and of all ages, who, at the rifk of incurring 
greater calamities, refolved to preferve a pure heart, and pure 
hands, Yes, whoever ye be, who fhall ftill dare to fupport the 
law of Collot d’Herbois, ye can no longer be either criminal or 
audacious by halves. Hypocrify is no longer praéticable ; I have 
reduced you to the neceffity of uling one language ; and that lan- 
guage is this: — 

“ The law of Collot d’Herbois was not more congenial to his 
mind than to our minds. Collot d’Herbois, Carrier, Le Bon, 
Barrere, Couthon, Saint-Juft, and Robefpierre were our col- 
leagues, our friends, our affociates, until they endeavoured to be, 
come our rivals and our mafters. All thofe whom they put to 
death previous to the’ 3ift of May 1793, were put to death jufily ; ; 
becaufe at that time they executed their projects of deftruétion in 
concert with us. All who were put to death after the 31ft of May 
would have been put to death with equal juftice, if they had sot 
withed to put us to‘death alfo. It is our pleafure to date the reign 
of terror, not froin the day on which we extended it, in conjunc- 
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tion, ‘over all France ; ‘butfrom the “houriat which . they extended 
it to ourfelves. Now that we have :punifhed)their. treachery to us, 
we will purfue: the:accomplifhment of) their defigns upon you! 
We will finith the career which we began with: them, and which 
they would ftili be parfuing: with us, if they had been as ‘faithful to 
their accomplices’ as they. were 'pitilefs to their victims, een law 
of Collot d’Herbois'fhall be: exeeuted.” © P.i 167. 


Tn commencing the difcuffion of the concerns of the pitts 
clafs of emigrants, he makes the following appeal ; 


$ If it were true, that,-in the clafs.of armed emigrants, there 
were different defcriptions, — if it were true, that, among thoferdif> 
ferent defcriptions, there ,were-feveral. in whom the act of taking 
up arms, was a right, a merit, a neceffity, a duty, would it not be 
unjuft to confound them with thofe to whom fuch a& ashi be 


imputed as a crime f’ P. 172. 


He then endeavours to -prove; ‘that:even the armed: emi: 
grants, with fome exceptions, did’ not deferve the rigours’ of: 
profcription, as they only exercifed inalienable rights, or dif- 
charged the moft facred of duties, or acquired the firft of merits, 
or were led away by the moft irrefiftible of coat 

In reply to he Ae e of their having produced -the war 
by their camplaints nil expoitulations, -he affirms that the 
jacobins a/one brought it on, and that they alone wifh:to con= 
tinue it: but he is not altogether fuccefsful in this: stand af his 
argument. ’ 

The imputations' of criminality, thtawn out. aguinft the 
emigrants, he repels upon their oppreffors.’ ‘Can yuftice (he 
afks) confider that man as a criminal who is ftill armed 
againft the infatiate fury of his adverfaries ? 5 


‘ Ah! theirs is the crime, who, having it in their power to re- 
concile all the French, perfift in the determination to arm’ them 
againft each’ other, in order to rendér their divifion the bafis o 
their own fcandalous fortune and their own deteftable domination, 
The crime is theirs who punifh thoufands of unfortunate Beings 
for the very “neceflity ‘to which they thenfelves ‘have’ réduted 
them. The crime is theirs who. declare war, and: yet will jot 
fuffer themfelves to be oppofed; who have recourfe to. every 
means of attack, and yet will admit of no means of defence; who 
break capitulations, promife.men ‘their lives if they will, lay. down 
their arms, and then put them to death. The crime is theirs who 
calumniate the memory of the victims whofe heads they have cut 
off; who ... but I will not proceed; for. it is my with. to, point 
put the i innocent and not the criminal; fach is the, fatality, of my 
fituation, to which I muft and will fistornit, that I -muft, at. the 
fame time, denounce. atiafingtion, and calt a ays over the affaflins.’ 


Ps 242e 
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. He allows, however, that fome.of the -party acted crimi. 
nally, im ‘ favouring the crimes of their enemies in order to 
ruin them,’ in oppofing all accommodation, and in fevera} 
other inftances; but he fubjoins, * affuredly they are not eri. 
minal towards. you, republicans; for it is probably to their 
fyftem that you are indebted for the eftablii(hment of your res 
public.” This reafoning is mot legical, or conclufive ; for; 
even if the conduc? of the moft active of the emigrants had 
ptoved fo different from their views as to promote the intereft 
of the oppofite party, their intentions were ftill equally crimi- 
a He proceeds to ftate the fources of the decrees againft 
em : : ? 


. © They afe not criminal with refpe& to your written laws; for 
againft them, as againft us, againft all the emigrants of every de- 
feription, not a fingle decréé has been paffed which did not ema- 
nate 
 * From accufations without a crime ; 

* From condemnations. without a trial ; 

* From retroactive punifhments ; 
. .£ From the infraction of exifting and known laws ; 

* From ufurping villany, which polluted the firft moments of the 
republic ; } 

* From thofe two monftrous corporations, the jacobins and the 
commune of the roth of Augutt ; Bio 

.$ From thofe maffacres of the 2d of September, which they 
confpired together ; oi i ack 
~* From the empire of terrér, of crime, and of death ; 

¢ From that-throne the fteps of which were compofed of heaps 
of ruins and dead bodies; 

‘ From the reign of Robefpierre ; 

* From the legiflation of Collot d’Herbois ; 

* In fhort, from the crimes which have been gradually increaf- 
ing for fix years. That is.to fay, that there is not one of thofe 
decrees which juftice does not rejeét ; that there is not one of thofe 
written laws which can be called law, which can ever be regarded 
as a law: Negue in populo lex, etiam fi populus acceperit.’ Fr. 248. 


He ftrongly maintains, that it is not only the part of juftice 
and of duty to redrefs the grievances of the emigrants, and re- 
peal all the laws enacted againft them; but that policy, and 
the intereft: of the republics concur to recommend fuch con- 
du&. He affirms, that, while the prefent fyftem is purfued, 
the * ‘four ends of every good politica} eftablifhment’ cannot 
be obtained. Thefe ends are * the liberty of the people, the 
juftice of the laws, purity of manners, and ftability of govern- 
ment.’ » , L 
- An addrefs to the deity, in which fervour-is combined with 
fimplicity, clofes the volume. The author occafionally di 
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plays the brilhancy;of eloquence; and,. though. fometimes 
iophiftical, he 1s not anfrequently clofe. and pointed in his ar- 

uments. Not having the.original before.us, we donot vouch 
a the ftrict fidelity of the tranflator : but his ftyle.is in general 
neat, though’ he has fallen. ipto.fome errors .of .exprefion 
which would difgrace.a mere tyro in literature *, _ 


ows os . bt tinal, —_———s. \ 
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Minutes of the Society for Philofophical Experiments and Con- 
verjations. 8vo. 8s. Boards, Cadell and Davies. 


Tu E defign. of a meeting for the.regular difcuffion of che- 
mical or philofophical queftions is at frft plaufible, and, even 
on coulideration, feductive. But, if it be ever profecuted. with 
advantage, the focitty, fhould not be numerous; and _all, the 
members fhould haye advanced fome fteps in the fubjects of 
their inquiries, that they might be rather proficients than tyros. 
The perfon feleCted for the tafk of making experiments, if not 
a fervile affiftant, fhould not be a dictator ; the fociety thouid 
not ice only with his eyes, or merely adopt bis conclufions. 
Some member fhouldindeed lead; yet the leader may be differ. 
eat on different fubjeCts, as thefe may have been the more par- 
ticular objects of his refearch. Thefe obfervations may ap- 
pear perfonal and invidious ; but, though they were certainly 
in part fuggefted by the experience of this fociety, we intend 
them as flight hints to thofe who may with to form a fimilar 


one: the fociety will not furely regret its own failure, if it can- 


be rendered fublervient to future fuccels. 

This volume. has long. remained unreviewed, as we hoped 
to receive a continuation ; but fuch an expectation is at an end: 
we {hall therefore now enter upon our criticifm. 

The firft propofition relates to caloric, and its combination; 
but this meeting,,in compliance with the withes of the lefs 
informed members of the fociety, was employed in explaining 
fome fundamental points of chemiftry, and fhowing that ca~ 
loric is really a body. Act the next meeting, the fubje&t was 
inveftigated by experiments. In thefe, caloric, from a ftate of 
free fire, was im various inftances combined with bodies, and 
again-fepdrated from them. Light is fuppofed to be fire in 
active motion ;. but we have lately learned to confider it asa 
feparate body, capable, of combination and feparation, like 
other chemical elements. Some difpute arofe, whether calo- 
Fic, in gaffes, was chemically combined, or abforbed like wa- 





* For inftance, he fays, ‘ You devote to the fame punifhment the man, &c. 
anid be who, &c- that is,* you devote de /’ He appl es damditt# to one petfon. 
He {peaks of every pains 5 and obferves, § Yuu are their sichums as much as, 
and. dill more thaa, ws /* Rev. : 
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ter in a fponge ; but, on examination, it feemed moft probable 
thar’a true chemical union ‘took place. The’experiments, 
for this»purpofe, are entertaining, and are applicable to other 
inquiries.” | kg 
, Phe fubje& ofanothet meeting was to fhow, that preffure; 
combined with attra@ion, ‘cobtributed to the extrication of ca. 
loric: this was chiefly proved by the evaporation of zther iz 
vacuo, and the cold produced by it. With care, the ex- 
perimentelift “obferved, that the thermometer may be funk 
40°. “This, ‘if; at Bengal, the heat of fprings be at 52°, 
and the apparatus, ‘as well as the water, be cooled to“this 
dint, ice might be abundantly’ produced, as the heat would 
e brought to 13° of Fahrenheit; a ttep far beyond Mr. Walki 
er’s’ boafted "tit Berles The effeéts of the preffure of ‘the 
atmofphere, on many other bodies, were alfo fhown for the 
fame -purpofe. ‘The experiments on the analyfis, &c. of air} 
offer nothing new or interefting. In thofe which \relate to reé 
fpiration; we find, thar the effects of azote in air, when ina 
{mall*proportion, are merely negative. Carbonic acid ait 
feenis to aét on the air-veflels’ of the lungs, by producing 
firi€ture, fince, when it was introduced ‘by a canula,'at an 
Sépening made dz/ow, it had the fame effeéts as when it pafled 
through the glottis. | seks 
.’The experiments on refpiration, in men, are vague and 
trifling ; and the obfervations on animal heat are trite, and of 
little value, though enunciated in a pompous didactic ftyle,” 
“ Attempts were, made, by’ the combination of hydrogen 
and oxygen, to form water, and extricate caloric. “The meths 
od» practifed 'was more convenient: than that of Lavoitier, 
and the refult was nearly the fame. Aa 
A new inttrument for refpiration, and fome unfuccefsful at- 
tempts to folve the problem, whether caloric. gravitates, are 
afterwards defcribed. The meeting, in which the phenomena 
of the oxydation of metals were examined, js interefting ; and 
many ingenious, es well.as new, remarks occur. But we do 
not find any thing which we can {cle&t with advantage: the 
defultory ftyle of colloquial communication feems to preclude 


abridgment, : 
Sonie experiments on the menfuration of caloric, and on 
frigorific mixtures, follow, The method of feparating phof- 
horas, and its union with airs of different kinds, are no= 
ticed, as well as the procefs of rectifying it, and applying hy- 
drogen gas. “We have alfo‘an account of the oxydation of 
various inflammable fubftances , but the experiments are nog 
néwi ul mes : : . . 
As Dr. Higgins fuppofes light to be caloric thrown, off with: 
a_projectile motion, it requifed fome ipgemilly t explain the 
explofion of gaffes by a fpark only, which, as lumisious, added 
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only caloric. His method of elucidating. the effects, of the 
{park is explained bya diagram; and ats object is to fhow, 
that, when the powers which contribute to the aggregation of 
oxygen and combaftible matter, joined with caloric, are nearly 
in equilibria with the forces tending to their explofion, a flight 
addition’ of heat may turn the {cale, and produce the deflagra- 
tion. We are inclined, however, to prefer the more recent 
dotrine of light being a diftingt, and an antagoniling principle 
to heat. An account of different fulminating fubftances is 
fubjoined, with, a view of illuftrating the opinion of Dr. Hig- 
ins. 
' The reft of the volume is too mifcellaneous to allow us even 
to notice its contents. We fhali fele&t only the following ob- 
fervations of Dr. Latham, which deferve great attention, 
though we fufpeé that his opinion is not fupported hy. facts, 
particularly the appearance of eletrical {parks zm vacuo, 


© Whilft the ele&trical {parks were ating in the apparatus for 
the compofition of water, and in the azotic and oxygenous gaffes, of 
the laft mentioned experiment: ** Dr. Latham informed the fo- 
ciety that he had madea difcovery which might become important, 
with refpect to the phenomenon which is generally called the elec- 
tric fpark. He! obferved that the appearance which is ufually de- 
nominated the ele¢trical fpark, is not electrical, bat is actual fire 

roduced from the decompofition of any aériform elaftic fluid, 

hat it is extricated and appeurs in the 'iorm of flame, in confe- 
quence of an elective attraétion taking place between the eleétric 
matter and the bafis of the elaftic fluid, to the exclufion of the fire 
which was combined with it. He ftated, in proof of his doétrine, 
that the {park is only feen in the line of direction as it pafles from) 
point to point through an elaftic fluid; and that as the air is withe) 
drawn, in the receiver of an air-pump, the fpark appears lefs vivid, 
fo that in a vacuum there is no evidence of fire at all ; and yet, 
that a vefilel may be charged with the electric fluid which fo paties 
{rom point to point, although it does not manife(t its paflage by the, 
common appearance of f{parks. — ‘ 

“ He alfo ftated that he wap particularly induced to think upon, 
the fubje& from obferving the experiment for the formation’ of 
water repeated before this fociety ; where the hydrogenous gas 
takes fire upon the difcharge of electric matter, when from many 
circumftances he had previoufly convinced himfelf that ‘electric 
matter had little or no analogy with it. 

‘“ He expreffed himfelf fanguine in the hope that many im- 
provements in philofophical purfuits might be derived from his 
difcovery, and particularly inftanced the theory of lightning and 
atmofpheric meteors, of fubterraneous fires and tepid ipripgs and 
earthquakes; and mentioned fome other important matiers which 
might hereafter probably receive elucidation from a knowledge of 
the fa&t which he communicated. 

“ He alfo contended that if the fpark really iffued as he-fuppof- 
ed from the decompofed elaftic fluid, thar~there mi 
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found a method of tranfmittiag the electric matter in fuch a mane 
ner through fimple gaffes, as at laft to exhibit oxygen, hydrogen, 
and azot in a folid form.” - P. 346. 

Upon the whole, amidft much parade, and many trifling ob- 
fervations, ingenious remarks hay occafionally be difcovered 
in this work: Its chief value; however, confifts in the de. 
fcription of feveral inftruments for facilitating the prepara-- 
tions of different chemical fubftantes, and in the fuggeftion of 
many ufeful precautions in various proceffés and experiments, 
as well as confiderable improvements in the proceffes them-’ 
felves. The practical chemift may perufe it with advantage ; 
but it will add little to the progrefs of the fcience. 





The Life of Hubert: a Narrative, Defcriptive, and Didaéfic 
Poem. (in Continuation.) The fecond and third Books, By 
the late Rev. Thomas Cole, LL.B. Sc. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Law. 
1797. | 
‘THE firft book of Hubert having’ been already fubje&ted 

to our criticifm *, the fecond and third books, which (we 

are informed by the editor) have been found among Mr. 

Cole’s papers, are the objeéts of our prefent ftri€tures. Had 

the writer lived, he would prob. Siy have fhown more of the 

lime labor, than appears. _ Neverthelefs, the fubje@t, though 
fimple, is interefting, and the execution ingenious. The au- 
thor reminds us of Mr. Cowper ; but the poems of the latter, 
though, like this piece, they abound with feeble lines, poffeis 
more invention and imagery. 

We hall now prefent our readers with fome extraGs from 
the work. : 

Hubert and his young companions having employed them- 
felves in the conftruction of feats in a tree, the hoalaie which 
they derived from the completion of their work is thus men- 


° tioned. . 





¢ Our handy work, at leifure, we furvey, 
With much lefs pride, though not with lefs delight, 
Than either Angelo, or Wren, could feel, 
Had both furviv'd the toil of ling’ring years, 
To fee their rival domes auguftly rear'd, 
~ In honour of St. Peter, and St. Paul, 
At,Rome, and London ; or that impious king, 
Who boatted of his mighty Babylon, 
A city vaft, with ftrongeft turret-walls 
Well garrifon’d around, and palace grand, 
Befring’d with verdant flow'ry plants, moft rare, 
. arts 8 a Is oe 
* See Crit. Rev. New Art. Vol. XVI. p. 182. 
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Sufpended: high above.their native foil, 

Sa, Lads ah idiaetiistetediann y's oul 

And labour, moft immenfe ; or he, of name 
Unknown, who built, on. Bgypt s level fands, 
From f{preading bafe, high tap’ring to a point, 
That pierc’d the clouds, that regal pyramid, ° 
Chief wonder of the world, and form’d to law 
Till e’en the world itfelf fhall be diffolv’d.” e. 5. 


A convivial meeting is not ill defcribed in the following 


paflage of the fecond book. 





* Our leek mild vicar, and more placid fire, 
Alike reluétant ever to refign. 
Sedate poffeffion of an elbow-chair, . ) 
Were yet, for once induc’d, at much requeft, 
Their after-dinner dofe not half imbib’d, 
In flow, reluctant progrefs, to adjourn 
To our alcove ; but not without due care 
There to transfer, together with themfelves, 
Good ftore of aids convivial, to prevent 
A joylefs vifit. Soon as they could fix 
On moft commodiaus feats ; and, to their tafte, 
The table faw befpread ; with loud report, 
From bottl'd beer, brew’d, two Oétobers fince, 
With Dorfet’s beft pale malt, and Farnham hop, ~ 
The cork was drawn. The bowl of lip-wax'd pipe, 
With cut tobacco of Virginian growth, 
By tkilful finger leifurely comprefs'd, 
Till quite replete, is kindl’d, bright by fits, 
At each inhalant breath, from pureft flame 
Of waxen taper. Fragrant clouds of finoke; 
In curling volumes, fpread, at ev’ry puff ; 
And the'deep glafs with emblematic ears 
Of bearded bdrley, round its brim feftoon’d, 
Is often fill’d : the aétive airy gas, 
Sparkling awhile in all directions, fills 
The liquid amber ; then, uprifing quick, 
In creamy mantlings on the furface {miles. 
* Hubert’s affociates foon defert their guefts ; 
But he, at once elate with pride, to find 
His {kill thas honour'd, and {till flatter’d more 
With profpeé of deriving much delight, 
And ufeful knowledge, from the blended proofs 
Of practis’d wit and wifdom ; ftood prepar’d 
To catch, with greedy ear, whate’er they faid. 
In {moke and mufing filence long inwrapt, 
A ttrong prajected biaft denotes at once 
Matur’d conception , and from op'ning lips es gies 
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The pipe is flow: withdrawn, to give free’ vent 
For moft profound refearch.. With patriot. zeal, 
To fave the finking ftate, they. ably plan 
Meafyres, alas! to miniftry unknown ; 

Or if,before them laid, in council met, 

Perhaps rejected with moft fatal  fcorn. : 
In ftrain oracular, they next defcant, 
With equal fkul, at leait, on various modes 

To manage arable and pafture lands: 

On the beft breeds, and moft appropriate food, 
Of horfes, bullocks, fheep, of hogs, and dogs, 
Decifively pronounce. At length quite cheer'd 
By heart-expanding draughts, the fparkling eye, 
And mouth crifp’d round with pregnant {miles befpeak 
More joyous thoughts. Of youthful college pranks 

The vicar’s tales, though ten times told before, 

Are told again, with more than ufual glee. 

With features quite compos’d, and in a ftyle 

Of humour dry, and manner all his own, 

Would Hubert’s father introduce a fet 

Of fhort and pithy anecdotes, moft fure 

‘To claim attention, and much mirth excite: 

So fingular, and matchlefs, in his way, 

That ableft mimics would attempt in vain * 

To fpeak his parts, as well as he himfelf.’ | 

* But fome droll fally, from another fource, 

Would oft provoke a Jaugh to fhake his fides, 

By fits fpafmodic, till his breath would fail, 

And make his painful mirth flow through his eyes.’ p. 12. 


The third book is written in the fame fpirit, and is equal- 
ly amufing : but we can only find room for one extract from 
it, which pourtrays the character of Hubert’s mother. . 


¢ Handfome in youth, and when the matron ceas’4 
To be the breeding mother, ftill fhe bloom’d, 
In more mature, but undiminifh’d charms. 
Sprightly in converfe; certain to fecure, 
By courteous manners, and engaging fmiles, 
The hearts of all, whom chance or friendfhip made 
Her cheer’d companions. Still alike polite 
To gifts of ev’ry clafs ; but nicely fkill'd 
On each fome mark’d attention to beftow. 
Moft lib’ral-in her treats, and proud to fee 
A fpacious tables deck’d in tafte throughout, 
With-varied plenty. Yet would ne’er difdain, 
By manual aid, and eeconomic arts, 
To fhow herfelf, at times, as prompt to fare 
All needlefs coft, as generous to fend. * 












Harwood?s Alumni Etonenfes. 


Quick in refentment of an open flight, 
From friends profefs’d, becaufe fhe felt herfelf 
Sincerely faithful in her love to them.’ P. 42. 


Thus have we exhibited fpecimens of a performance, which, 
though it does not poffefs much poetical animation, pleafes 
by its fimplicity. It refembles the Dutch pictures, which 
contain a number of figures, much nature, with all the mi- 
nutenefs of detail, withoyt elevation or grandeur. 
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Alumni Etonenfes ; or, a Catalogue of the Provofis and Fellows 
of Etou College and King’s College, Cambridge, from the 
Foundation in 1443, to the Year 1797; with an Account o 
their Lives and Preferments, colleGted from original MSS. 
and authentic Biographical Works. By Thomas Harwood. 
4to. il. Is. Boards. Cadell and Davies. 1797. 


| THE feminary of Eton has produced many diftinguifhed 
characters, and fome illuftrious ornaments both of church and 
ftate; and that academical foundation at Cambridge which is 
appropriated to the reception of Etonians, may claim its fhare 
of this praife. Biographical fketches of thofe individuals may 
prove interefting to readers in general, and'to the members of 
thofe eftablifhments in particular. The-compiler of this work 
was himfelf educated at Eton; and he was at firft induced 7 
motives of perfonal amufement to make thofe colleGtions whic 
he afterwards thought proper to publith for the gratification of 
others. 

For this catalogue, confidered merely as a lift of names, 
Mr. Harwood is chiefly indebted to Pote. The manufcripts 
which enabled him, in fome degree, to improve the fkeleton 
into a body, were thofe of Hatcher, a phytician in the reign 
of queen Elizabeth, who was regarded as an able antignery ; 
of Hinde and Goad, two clergymen of later times ; and other 
el2ves of Eton. . The publications of yarious biographers and 
collectors of anecdotes, from Fuller to Granger, were allo 
ufeful to him in his compilation. 

The provofts of Eton college are firft enumerated. The 
firft perfon elevated to that dignity was Henry Sever, who ap- 
pears to haye been a rapacious olarali@. The moft eminent 
of his fucceffors were, -bifhop Waynflete, fr Thomas Smith, 
fir Henry Savile, and fir Henry Wotton. 

Of the provofts of King’s college, the firft was Dr. Wil- 
lington, who, having difpleafed Henry ‘VI. by his partiality to 
the natives of Yorkihire, was difmiffed from his ftation. After 
a fucceffion of obfcure prefidents, Fox, bifhop of Hereford, 
who was an able negotiator as well as.a learned divine, obe 
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tained the provoftthip ; and fir John Cheke and Dr. Which- 
cot enjoyed it in the fequel with high reputation. — - 

Among the fellows of Eton, John Hales, ftyled « the ever 
memorable,’ makes a confpicuous figure; but the account 
here given of him is ill written, Many of the fellows of this 
fociety were not educated at the fchool, but were transferred 
from other feminarics. 

The perfons elected to fcholarfhips at Eton form a nume- 
rous -lift, including a period of 353 years. The names of 
_moft of thefe have long been forgotten (e the world. 

The following extract comprehends Mr. Harwood’s account 
of a celebrated Etonian, who united a tafte for literature with 
the courage and {kill of a warrior. Sir William Draper took 
both his degrees in arts at Cambridge ; but, preferring a mi- 
litary fituation to the exercife of a learned profeffion, he 


‘ obtained a commiffion in the guards, and afterwards went to 
the Eaft Indies, where, in 1760, he received the privilege of rank- 
ing as a colonel in the army, with Lawrence and Clive, and re- 
turned home that year, In 1761; he was promoted to the rank of 
brigadier in the expedition to Belleifle. In 1763, with admiral Cor- 
nith, he conducted the expedition againft Manilla. They failed 
from Madras, Auguft 1, and anchored September 27, in Manilla 
Bay, where the inhabitants had no expectation of the enemy. The 
fort furrendered October the 6th, and was preferved from plunder 
by a ranfom of four millions of dollars, half to be paid immédiately, 
and the other in an appointed time. The Spanifh governour drew 
on his court for the firft half, but payment was never made. Co- 
lonel Draper loft his fhare of the ranfom toa very large amount. In 
this expedition he was only nine months abfent from England. The 
colours taken at this conqueft were prefented to King’s College, 
arid hung up in that beautiful chapel with proper folemnity, and 
the conqueror was rewarded with‘a red ribband, Upon the reduc- 
tion cf the 29th regiment, which had ferved fo honourably in the 
Eaft Indies, his majefty, unfolicited, gave him the 79th regiment 
of foot, as an equivalent. This he refigned to colonel Gifborne, 
for his half pay, 1200. Irifh annuity. In 1769, fir William Draper 
may be viewed in his literary chara&ter, drawing his pen againft 
that of. Junius, in defence of his friend the marquis of Granby, 
which was retorted on himfelf, and anfwered by him in a fecond 
letter to Junius, on the refutations of the former charge againft 
‘him. On a republication of Junius’ firft letter, fir William re- 
newed his vindication of himfelf, and was -anfwered with great 
keennefs by Junius. Here the controverfy dropped. He is fup- 
“pofed to have entered the lifts once more, under the name of Mo- 
deftus, with this celebrated and ftill concealed writer, in defence 
of a late general officer, who had been arrefted for debt, and who 
‘was faid to have been refcued. In Ottober, 1769, he retired to 
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South Carolina for the recovery of his health, and took the oppor- 
tunity to make the tour of North America. That year he married 
mifs De Lancey, daughter of the chief juftice of New York, who 
died in July, 1778, and by whom he had a daughter, who fur- 
vived him; with an ample fortune; fhe afterwards married capt. 
Gore, and is now dead. May 29, 1779, fir William being then 
in rank a lieutenant-general, was appointed lieutenant governour 
of Minorca, on the furrender of which ifland-he exhibited twenty 
nine charges againft the late governour, Nov. 11, 1782. Of thefe 
twenty-feven were deemed frivolous and groundlefs; and for the 
other two the governour was reprimanded. Sir William was then 
ordered to make ‘an apology to general Murray, for having inftituted 
the trial againft him, in which he acquiefced. From this time he 
lived in retirement at Bath, till his death, which happened on Ja- 
huary 8, 1787.’ -p. 328. 


We cannot {peak of the execution of this work in tefms of 
high praife. It might, with little difficulty, have been render- 
ed more pleafing than it now is, and more generally acceptable. 





The adem) of the Human Body. Containing the Anatomy of 
the Heart and Arteries. By ‘Fohn Bell, Surgeon. Vole II, 
125. Boards, Cadell and Davies. 1797. 


"THE fame general character which we gave to the pre- 
ceding volume of this work *, is applicable alfo to the prefent: 
we here obferve a fimilar accuracy and vividnefs of de- 
{cription, accompanied with occafional peculiarities of ftyle 
and improprieties of expreffion. The volume before us con- 
fifts of two parts ; the anatomy and phyfiology of the heart, « 
and the arrangement and defcription of the arteries. The au- 
thor has in the firft part illuftrated his ideas by explanatory 
{chemes, and drawings from nature, which will be of great 
utility to fludents. The plates of the arteries are, we under- 
ftand, to be publithed feparately. 

We could have withed that this work had been more ftriétly 
anatomical, and that only fuch phyfiological remarks had been 
introduced as might have enlivened the fubje&, or impreffed 
on the mind of the.reader the remembrance of thé ftructare 
and ufe of parts. The ftudent,’ we fear, will lofe fight of the 
- faéts of anatomy, when difperfed amidft fuch a quantity of 
other matter; and neither the phyfiology nor the pathology 
of the heart are fo complete as we are convinoed the author 
could have rendered them. The obfervations on the compa- 
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rafivé refpiration of animals are however entitled to mitch 
praife’; and, on this fubjeét, Mr. Bell feems to have laboured 
With equal diligence and fuccefs. 

We think it our duty to reprobate the perfonalities which 
occur in this work. It is unjuft in Mr. Bell to affault thofe | 
who have givén him no provocation ; and if he thus a¢ts from 
a cofifcioutiiel of fuperior talerits, it is ungenerous in him to 
attack » weaker adverfary. We find it difficult to fele& a 
part of this performance as a fpecimen of it: ‘the anatomical 

lefcriptions are unfuitable, and the phyfiological difcuffions 
are toolong. We will, however, quote the remarks on the 
dilatation of the aorta. This difeafe moft frequently happens 
in the decline of life. 


‘ Jt is then a difeafe of weaknefs; it arifes from a caufe quite 
differesit from that which is commonly laiddown, The celebrated 
Dr. Hunter believes that it arifes from that predifpofition or weak- 
nefs which naturally belongs to the form of this part, viz. a fadden 
angle of the artery, expofed in the moft direét mariner to the whole 
force of the hearts Dr: Hunter alfo believed, that no fooner is na- 
ture fenfible of this danger, than fhe feeks to prop up the artery ; 
and for this end thickens its walls till it offifies by flow degrees: 
Haller‘s theory i is different from this, and comes neéarér to the truth; 

_ for he makes thefe fcales of offification not the tonfequence, but 
the caufe, of the difeafe. He fays, the artery becoming {ealy, and 
partly oflified, no longer yields to the force of the heart; and the 
heart thus excited toa higher action is itfelf dilated, and at laft forces 
alfo the aorta. -in truth, neither of thefe is the true theory ; but 
the aorta in aged perfons beginning to offify, has its middle or muf- 
cular coat annihilated, and its outer and inner coats thickened, by 
the fame procefs, Its mufcular power is loft; it is no longer ca- 
- pable of -withftanding, much lefs of feconding, the ftroke of the 
‘heart by a fecond ftroke; it ceafes to act, fuffers itfelf to be dilated, 

and in a few years grows into a dreadful difeafe. I never faw an 
old aorta wanting fome f{pecks of offification, or rather of calcareous 
concretion, nor an.aorta fo affeéted which was not dilated in pro- 
portion pretty nearly to the degree of this thickening and offifica- 
tion; at which we. need not wonder, fince we find not a bone (as 
it is ufaally called offified aorta), but a vile calcareous concretion 
fubftituted to its mufcular coat., Nature is not at this time, as 
Hunter fuppofed, building up and firengthening the walls of the - 
aorta againtt this difeate; but taking down flowly that fabric which 
has lafied its appointed time. 

_. * However it is produced, it is an awful difeafe; for every organ, 
when once deranged, efpecially if it be one as attive as this is, never 
ftops-in its courfe; and this efpecially ends early or late in fome 
terrible kind of, death. Sometimes, increafing in fize, it deftroys 
all the furrounding parts and burits within. Sometimes it burfts 
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into the cheft, and then the patient. drops fuddenly down; fome- 
times into the trachea, and then the caufe of the fudden death is 
known ; for the patient, after violent coughings and ejections of 
blood by the mouth, expires.” P. 233. 


Of a palpitation of the heart Mr. Bell thus {peaks : 


* Palpitation is like that fluttering which fear brings on; the 
heart rifes in its action till it throbs, and beats againft the ribs ; 
is ftrongly felt, it is even audible to the by-ftanders, and ftill iis is 
but a nervous difeafe, Its intermiflions ufually diftinguifh it from 
any organic difeafe; its paroxyfms laft for many days or weeks ; 
and for weeks or moriths again it goes quite aways We {ee it re- 
lieved by a jaunt, | by living from home and in company, by leave 
ing all bufinefs and thoyghts of bufinefs quite behind ; we fee i 
aby which bring it on as plainly as we know the caufe of mar 
fever, or the plague. The confinement even of a boil will caufe 
it; the confinement of fevere ftudy is fure to caufe it; and fevere 
ftudy, with am anxious mind, in a young man unufed to ftudy ; 
neglected where he is, and at a diftance from all his friends, arg 
fure to produce this diftrefs. “ My fon,” fays Wierius, “ while at 
bologna, purfuing his ftudies, had this aftlicting palpitation, accom- 
panied with a capricious, frequent, and intermitting pulfe; but by 
bleeding (which the older phyficians never nase Le gd and i 
and relaxation from his ftudies, he got quite well,”’ This is the 
palpitation which the older authors diftinguifhed by the name of 
palpitatio cardiaca, marking it as proceeding from the ftamach ; 
equivalent, in the language of the prefent time, to the calling it a 
nervous difeafe.’ Pp, 241. 


The laft account is inferted near the conclufion of that 
chapter which treats of the difeafes of the heart; and which 
contains remarks on the enlargement of the Neart, atrende? 
with a decline of ftrength in that organ ; on the ftate of the 
heart when contracted and apparently increafed in flrength ; 
and.on the aneurifms of the aorta. There are other particu- 
lars in this chapter ; but it is not fo.copious as to preclude the 
remark that the pathology and the phyfiology of the heart ate 
incomplete. The defcriptions of the arteries are given in a {pj- 
rited and perfpicuous manner, and ought to be gratefully re- 
cewed by the Englith ftudent, who has hitherto been obliged 
to read Winflow’s s tedious and,imperfec account of the blood- 
veffels. Aclear and correct fyftem of anatomy, in which the 
modern improvements of that f{cience fhould be inferted, was 
a work much wanted in this country. Such a fyftem was 
publifhed in France by M. Sabatier, of whofe work we have 
frequently wilhed to tee a tranflation. We flatter ourlelves, 
however, that, when the prefent work fhall be completed, it 
will be fuperior to any yl production of the kind: but 

3 














Botanical Dialogues, ‘ 





446 
there yet remains much to be done; and we earneftly advife 
the author to exert himfelf in the execution of his tafk, that, 
through his means, ftudents may become better anatomitts, 
and confegiently better practitioner's of medicine. 





“Renewal | Dialogues between Hortenfia and her Four Children, 
Charles, Harriet, Fuliette, and Henry. Defigned for the 
U/e of Schools. By a Lady. 8va, 75. 6d. Boards. Johunfon, 


1797: 


BoTrany is a {cience fo comprehenfive in its nature, 
and fo pleafing by its variety, that we might have expected it 
to have been move generally pitty ated. ‘Phe difficulty of its 
language, and the great expenfe of the works in-which it has 
been ufually taught, have unqueftionably retarded its progrefs, 
Thefe obftacles, however, are in a great meafure removed by 
‘the induftry of the more modern botanifts ; and the prefent at- 
tempt will be ufeful in the fame way. By the familiarity of 
the writer’s manner, and the clearnefs of her defcriptions, the 

. Tabour of the. ftudent is confiderably alleviated; and the fcie 
ence affumes a more inviting afpec, 

The work confilts of two parts. The firft divilion explains 
‘the different parts of frutification; the various modes of ins 
florefcence, and other elementary particulars. ‘The fecond 
‘part contains an explanation of the genera of plants, and of 
‘the proper mode of atranging them in the families to which 
they relpectively belong. 

.. ‘Having thus. mentioned the author’s.plan, we will introduce 
two extracts, in’ order to exhibit the eafe and accuracy of the 

emanner in which the work is written, 

. The following paflage has fome; pertinent abfervations on 
the language of botany. 


* Hortenfia. Having found the advantage and pleafure, which 
‘may be.derived from an. induftrious performance of your duties, I 
“am perfuaded, that you will not again relapfe into thofe indolent 
and defultory manners, which have given me fo much uneafinefs, 
I am not ambitious of making you fhining characters; but I am 
‘anxious to prevent your eftablifhing fuch habits, as would render 
“you trifling ones. There can be nothing learnt; there ‘can be no 
firength, no dignity’ of character attained, w hate the habits are 
‘idle. I-apprize you that you will not find the firft part of the 
ftudy of botany particularly entertaining. 

‘ Harriet. That we expect — I did not likelearning my French 
‘grammar; but when | could read French, I was - that I ay 
‘learnt it. | 

ie Hortenfia. So_you will find it with every thing ; if -we-do-not 
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make a point of underftanding well the rudiments, either of a lan- 
guage or a fcience, we fhall never make any great proficiency in 
it.—J] have prepared this little room, which opens into my flower 

arden, for our ftudy. Hither you may at any time come } and 
you will find books and glafles, and every thing that you may want. 
We will begin our lectures this morning, I have promifed Henry 
and Juliette that they fhall be of our parties ; they are never idlers 
either at leflons’or play, and will, I dare fay, find both amufement 
and inftruétion from the ftudy. 

‘ Henry. We will be very attentive. 

‘ Fuliette. I long to know the names of all thofe pretty things, 
that we find when we pull a flower in pieces. 

‘ Hortenfia. I am @ little afraid, left the hard names fhould be 
too difficult for. my younger pupi ls ; however I will endeavour to 
make them eafy.— Now for our firft lecture. — Linneus, the 

reat Swedifh naturalift, whom I have already taught you to refpeét, 
has divided the vegetable world into 24 claffes; thefe claffes into 
about 120 orders; thefe orders contain about 2000 families; and 
thefe. families about 20,000 fpecies, befidée the innumerable varie- 
ties, which the accidents of climate or cultivation have added to 
thefe fpecies. The fyftem of Linneus is called the fexual fyftem 
of botany, becaufe it is founded on obfervations, which feem to 
prove, that there are males and females in the vegetable world, as 
well as in the animal. The ftamens are termed males, and the 
piftils females : thefe moft frequently exift in the fame flower, but 
are fometimes in different flowers, and fometimes even on different 
plants; and from their number, fituation, and other circumftances 
belonging to them, he has formed his claffes and orders; his fami- 
lies, or genera, are formed from all the parts of the bloffom or 
fructification ; his fpecies, which are individuals of the families, 
from the leaves of the plant; the varieties, from any accidental 
circumftance of colour, tafte, or odour : the feeds of thefe varieties 
do not always produce plants fimilar to the parent, but frequently 
fuch as refemble that fpecies, to which the parent belonged, Hav- 
ing given you a fketch of the philofophy of the fyftem, we will 
proceed to the examination of the different parts of a bloffom, © 
which now, if you pleafe, we will accuftom ourfelves to call the 
fructification ; and pray obferve, that 1 intend ftriétly to require 
the ufe of the Linnean terms, as that will be a means of imprint- 
ing on your minds what you learn, and, as you grow older, will 
make you ready in the language of botany. 

* Harriet. Laft year, this would have been fufficient to have 
frightened me from the ftudy. Charles will have the advantage of 
us, as he underftands Latin. 

‘ Hortenfia. In fome things hé may; but. the language of bo- 
tany may be learnt without any fuch afliftance, and perhaps more 
readily by not being confufed with a knowledge of the more com- 
mon fignification of-thofe words which Linneus has appropriated 
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to this fcience: for inftance, Charles will know that calyx means 
cup; but that will not affift him in the various fpecies of ‘ealyxes, 
which he will have to retain in his memory; the coi 1 mean- 
ing of words is not fufficiently precife for the purpofe of fcience, 
and cup and calyx require equal explanation, when appropriated to 
the particular part of a flower. The works of Linneus are now 
tranflated ; botany has a language peculiar to itfelf; that language 
is, I think, fomewhat leis difficult to learn than any other Jans 
guage, and, when learnt, introduces us to fo delightful a ftudy, 
that had I found ten-fold the difficulty that I did find in acquiring 
it, [ fhould think that I had fpent my time well.’ ?.-2. 


Botanical Dialoguts. 


There are many parts of this ufeful publication that con- 
vey juft obfervations on other points, befides thofe which are \ 
profeffedly its objets. Our next quotation is of that kind. 


* Charles. Iam furprized to find fuch a variety of ways in which 
flowers grow : I envy Linneus having made fuch difcoveries : how 
great mult be his genius | 

* Hortenfia. His genius was uncommonly great, but it is his i in- 
duftrious application of that genius, which I think moft to be admire 
ed. He was indefatigable i in refearch; hence he difcovered thofe 
innumerable minute and wonderful varieties in every part of a 
plant, which has enabled him to give the world a fyftem, from 
which by attentive ftudy we may arrange every plant, that grows, 
under its proper clafs, order, genus, and fpecies. We can now 
converfe in one language with botanifts in every part of the globe. 
The labours and, knowledge of every individual are preferved, and 
addéd to the general ftock. All*this we owe to Linneus; yet I 
advife you not to indulge yourfelf in envy of his great abilities, 
till you have been as ufeful to the world, as the abilities, which 
nature has given you, will allow of your being. I always fet dowa 
for idlers thofe pe:fons, whom I hear envying diftinguifhed charace 
ters ; they are themfelves commonly weak and indolent. 

* Charles, I will not deferve that character, when I am a mate 

: Hortenfia. I hope, and now believe you will not; but as you 
ate born in that clafs of fociety, which exempts you, as my eldeft 
fon, from the neceffity of a profeffion, it will require more exer- 
tion to avoid this character, than you may be aware of; on this 
account I with particularly to cultivate your tafte for afeful and 
‘elegant ftudies. If you have philofophical experiments, which in- 
tereft you at home,. you will give no more of your time, than is 
neceflary for the civility of focial life, to idle and profitlefs com- 
pany ; you will be eager to return to your feeds and roots, or to 
your laboratory. finding yourfelf refpe&ted among men of fcience, 
you will feek their company. 

‘Charles. I have already found the pleafure and benefit of ftudy- 
ing chemiftry : as foon as I became interefted by-it, I no longer 
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cared for thofe companions, from whom, ma’am, you have warn- 
ed me before in vain ; and Mr. Wilfon faid I was quite changed. 

‘ Hortenfia. You are now nearly what I wifh you to bé; a few 
years paffed in a courfe of induftrious habits will, I truft, fix your 
charaéter for life. My little Henry muft exert his induftry in a 

rofeffion ; he may enter into that of medicine, in which cafe -his 
prefent {tudies may be of much ufe to him ; in any fituation the 
ftudy of a fcience teaches us to think, which is the’ foundation of 
all acquirements, and in my opinion of more value than all the train 
of accomplifhments commonly. taught at*{chools. 

‘ Fuliette. Then, mamma, I am learning two things, botany 
and thinking. - 

‘ Hortenfia. One is the confequence of the other; your works 
you learn by rote, like a parrot ; the acquirement of them may be 
called the education of the fingers, that of fcience, or language, of 
the mind: they are both becoming the female charaéter ; but if I 
was obliged to omit one in my education of you, which do you 
think I fhould lay afide ? 

‘ Harriet. I know that it would be fcience and language; be- 
caufe, ma’am, you have always told us, that the firft point was to 
make ourfelves ufeful in the fmall duties of life, which daily occur, 
and that we may have many opportunities of putting the acquire- 
ments of our fingers to ufe, both for ourfelves ahd others, before 
we can thofe of {cience and language. I fhould however be very 
forry if I could only work. | 

© Hortenfia. There is no fituation of life, where a knowledge: of 
work is not requifite ; there are various ftates, which will not allow 
of our time being fpent-in purfuits, that cannot be put into daily 
practice; your fituation admits of both acquirements. I have 
however not allowed of your beginning the ftudy of: an amufing 
fcience, while you were idle at that moft neceflary one, arithmetic, 
and carelefs with your needle. 

‘ Juliette. But, mamma, you have always taught us to think. 

‘ Hortenfa. I have endeavoured to do fo, and have found the 
advantage of it, in all other things I have had to inftruct you in, 
Had you not been accuftoméd to compare one object with another, 
which is thinking, you would not have underftood fo readily, what 
I endeavoured to explain to you on the fubjeét of botany: but we 
have wandered far from our ftudy; which of you can tell me 
where we quitted it?’ P. §2. 


The young ftudents, for whom thefe dialogues are intend- 
ed, are certainly indebted to our female botanift for having 
leffened the difficulty of approaching a fcience which leads to 
fo many interefting difcoveries: but thofe who have made 
fome proficiency m the ftudy, will not be equally pleafed 
with the work, as it is not (and indeed was not intended to 
be) profoundly fcientific. 
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A Philofophical and Prattical Treatife on Horfes, and on the 
Moral Duties of Man towards the Brute Creation. By Tohn 
Lawrénce. Vol. I. 8ve. 7s. Boards. Longman. 


THAT a judicious and well-written treatife on horfes, 
including a view of our duties to thofe ufeful animals, would 
be an interefting work, cannot be difputed. This merit, 
however, will not be found to belong to the prefent perform- 
ance. It is faid to be ‘ the offspring of a mind not the moft 
brilliant by nature, which is enfeebled and rendered confufed 
and irritable from chronic bodily weaknefs, and of a memory 
at intervals fearcely fufhciently retentive for the ordinary pur- 

ofes of life.’ 

Under thefe circumftances, we fhould have thought that 
Mr. Lawrence would better have omitted writing altogether. 
But, notwithftanding his acknowledged incapacity, he refolv- 
ed to employ himfelf in compofition. 

Upon thofe authors who have inveftigated veterinary fub- 
jets, he has given a curious critique. He obferves, that Gib- 
fon. has * promulgated a regular fyflem of veterinary practice, 
founded on the permanent bafis of true medical principles’ 
(p. 25;) that Bracken ‘ lived at a period of time when the 
true principles of phyfic had already been difcovered, and the 
modus operande [eperandi|] of medicines was well known! 
(p. 30;) and, that, ‘ fince that time, no mew difcoveries have 
been made in fundamentals at leaft; unlefs, we are to reckon’ 
as fuch the chymical principles of M. Lavoifier’ (p. 30 ;) 
that: the books of Bracken ‘ are generally, in all matters of 
importance, as applicable to the occations-of the prefent time,: 
as if written-but yefterday ;.and the errors in them fo few and 
infignificant, that they are unworthy the trouble of enumera=' 
tion,’ *(p. 31.) yon . 

Taplin’s Stable Dire&tory is treated by our .author with 
feverity. In ‘ fkimming the cream’ of. that. writer, “Mr? 
Lawrence’ might, with great propriety, have made ufe of a 
little more of-¢ the milk of human kindnefs.’ 

The fecond chapter of this extraordinary treatife commen- 
ces with an elaborate difcuffion concerning the rationality of 
the horfe, in which it is affirmed, that-he poffeffes the reafon- 
ing faculty, in common with the human race, the difference 
confifting only in degree or guantity; that human pride, pre- 
judice, and cruelty, alone have queftioned this truth ; and 
that the body of the horfe, like that of every living creature, 
is vivified and informed by a /ou/, or portion of intellectual 
element fuperadded, which differs in degree in various ani- 
mals. Clear and eyident as this rea/oning may be thought by 
our learned differtator, we are obliged to confefs that it4s not 
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equally obvious to us. This may, however, arife from our 
want of experience in the modes and habits of reflection, 
which are fuitable to the nature of fuch animals. At any rate 
we aré far better acquainted with the utility of a good horle 
than with his powers of ratiocination, the explication of 
which we readily yield to the more penetrating talents of Mr; 
Lawrence. 3 

On the topic of ¢ the rights of beafts,’ we meet with the 
application of our author’s /umincus do&trine. He informs us 


that 


‘ it is but too eafy to demonftrate, by a feries of melancholy 
faéts, that brute creatures are not yet in the contemplation of. any 
people, reckoned within the fcheme of general juftice; that they 
reap only the benefit of a partial, and inefficacious kind of com- 
paffion. Yet it is eafy to prove, by analogies drawn from our own, 
that they alfo have fouls; and perfectly confiftent with reafon, to 
infer a gradation of intelle&t, from the fpark which animates the 
moft minute mortal exiguity, up to the {um of infinite intelligence, 
or the general foul of the univerfe. By a recurrence to principles, 
it-will appear, that life, intelligence, and feeling, neceflarily imply 
rights. Juftice, in which are in¢luded mercy, or compaffion, ob- 
vioufly refer to fenfe and feeling. . Now is the effence of juftice 
divifible ? Can there be one kind of juftice for men, and another 
for brutes ? Or is ‘feeling in them a different thing to what it is in 
ourfelves? Is pot a beaft produced by the fame rule, and in the 
fame order of generation with ourfelves? Is not ‘his body nourifhed 
by the fame food, hurt hy the fame injuries; his mind actuated 
the fame paffions and affeétions which animate the human breaft.; 
and does not he alfo, at laft, mingle his duft with ours, and in like 
manner furrender up the vital fpark to the aggregate, or fountain 
of intelligence ? Is this {park, or foul, to perifh becaufe it chanced 
to belong to a beaft? Is it to become annihilate? Tell me, learned 
philofophers, how that may poflibly happen.’ p. rig. 


After Rating what the rights of animals are, the author thus 
proceeds : 


¢ The grand fource of the unmerited and fuperfluous mifery of 
beafts, exifts,.in mv opinion, in a defeét.in the conttitution of all 
communities. No human government, I believe, . has ever recog- 
nized the jus animalium, which furely ought to form a part of. the 
jurifprudence of evéry fyftem, founded on the principles of juftice 
and humanity. The fimple right of thefe four-legged, and mute 
‘citizens, hath already been difcuffed. Experience plainly demon- 
{trates the inefficacy of mere morality to prevent aggrefiion, and 
the neceflity of coercive laws for the fecurity of rights. I there- 
fore propofe, that the rights of beafts be formally acknowledged by 
the ftate, and that a law be framed upon that principle, to guard 
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and protect them from aéts of flagrant and wanton cruelty, whe. — 


ther committed by their owners or others. As the law ftands at 
prefent, no man is punithable for an aét‘of the moft extreme cru- 
elty to a brute animal, but, upon the principle of an injury done to 
the property of another; of courfe the owner of a beaft has the 
tacit allowance of the law to inflict upon it, if he fhall fo pleafe, 
the moft horrid barbarities. If fuch enormities had never been, 
or were not now too frequently perpetrated, thefe {peculations had 


never {een the light.’. P. 123, 


By thefe means, the writer fuppofes, the rights of animals 
might be reftored, and thé cruelty of {porting with them be 
prevented. On this head fome of his regulations are not lefs 
judicious and humane, than the barbarities to which he alludes 
are horrid and difgufting. | 

Having defcribed different circumftances in the nature and 
modes of treatment of the horfe with fome degree of judg- 
ment and difcrimination, Mr. Lawrence mounts his trotting 
hobby, 2nd wanders into devious paths, through which, we 
believe,, few would be inclined to follow him. But, on the 
ufe and management of draught cattle, and the art of fhoeing 
horfes, fomé obfervations are introduced, which are deferving 
of attention. 

In‘fhort, this me plus ultra philofopher, as he choofes to 
term himfelf, has obtruded upon us much crude and vitzonary 
ipeculation, but has alfo prefented us with fome ufeful hints 
for the. management of harfes, conyeyed, however, in lan- 
guage frequently exceptionable. 


rer cer earners cepergrengemer ene eer 
MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


POLITICS, 





The Cafe of the People of England, addreffed to the “- Lives and For- 
tune Men,” both in and out-of the Houfe of Commons; asa Ground 
Sor National Lhank/giving ! By one of the 80,060 incorrigible Fa- 
cobins. Sve. 15. Od. Weftley. 1398. 


We fhould be forry if a writer of fuch talents as are difplay- 


ed in this production were an incorrigible jacobin* : we do not, in- 
deed, affe&t to overlook the irony of the aflumed appellation; 
but, as.it may perhaps fhock the feelings of many worthy read- 


med 





‘* In the fecond edition of the pamphlet, this exceptionable appellation has 
ecn omitted, 


—" aa - a 


~~ ~*~ —s ee 2 














MonTaey CaTALocus. 464 


ers, we with that the author had not (we believe unintentionally) 
thus laid a fort of trap for fiterary curiofity, —the merit of his 
compofition rendering any fuch manceuvre unneceflary. 

Among the various claffes of modern Britifh parties, the ¢ lives 
and fortune men’ have been confpicuous for their pompous pro- 
fefions of attachment to our conftitution. Of thofe declarations 
they aré reminded by the prefent author, who, in a ftrain of 
pointed animadverfion, expofes the calamitous effects of the war 
with France. He controverts the affertion of thé original ne- 
ceflity of this war, with arguments which, if fometimes urged 
with too much warmth, will not be found deficient in cogency. 
The conduét of it is alfo the fubject of his ftriftures; and here 
the minifter is not {pared ; ‘his political character is examined 
and appreciated in a manner which will not pleafe his partial ad- 
vocates. , 

After a recapitulation of the ftriking inftances in which the 
fchemes of the Britith cabinet have proved abortive, the writer, 
alluding to the premier, exclaims, 


¢ Yet this-is the man who calls as loudly and arrogantly for 
confidence, who challenges enquiry as boldly into his condué, 
and appeals to events, now that they have proved one tiffue of: 
difafters and difgraces, with as much unblufhing impudence, as 
he did, when he fwayed the deftinies of Europe, and made the 
French republic tremble for her exiftence. There is not one; 
objeé& of the war gained by him; yet there never was fuch a 
power of inftrument and means committed to the hands of a 
European governor! -— There is no inftance of failure both ia 
defign, and in execution, of which he has not been convicted; 
there is no calamity which he has not inflicted on his country; 
and yet he obftinately holds the reins of office, with the fame 
lofty tone of prefumption, and the fame hardihood of refolve, as 
ever; and ftill at the annual opening of his: Pandota’s box, enter- 
tains the repreféntatives of the people with a long and eloquent 
romance on the profperous ftate of the country.’ P. $1. 


We obferve with pleafure, that the principles and form of the 
conftitution are treated with due refpect by our author. We are 
forry, however, that he has reafon to complain of the unprinci- — 
pled or prejudiced contempt, with which, among a great portion 
of Britifh fociety, it is at prefent the fafhion to treat every fenti- 
ment favourable to freedom. 


‘ It feems in this country, that to exprefs a virtuous regard for 
the public weal, a love of liberty, and a fingere conviction that 
public and private duties gan form but one code of morals, isa 
romantic and puerile enthufiafm. It is fuited indeed to the ima- 
gination of a fchool boy, warm from.the perufal of antient ftory, 
filled with examples of antient patciotifm, and with maxims and 
images of antient freedom : but it argues a want of knowledge of 
the world, of men and manners, of obfervation and experience,- 
to indulge in thefe {gholaftic reveries, to carry them forward with 
you into real life, or to dream that their lofty illufions are con. 
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fiftent. with the capacities and condition of man. If it is fo, f 
muift be content to abide the cenfure of the world. For never can 
I fo far forget thofe facred leffons of virtue which my early 
youth imbibed from the oracles of the antient world, thofe reci- 
tals of great-exploit and heroic fuffering, in defence of freedom ; 

and the whole-fyftem of thought and aétion, which was founded 
on the principle of a delightful and expanded benevolence, as to ° 
deride and deny their value. To thofe ftores of memory [ turn 
my mind, when it-is fick with the contemplation of human mi- 
fery and crime: not that it may forget itfelf or human nature; 
but that it may be ftimulated to virtuous exertion, and be confol-’ 
ed for the degradation of man, as he is, by contemplating the 
picture of what he has been, and the hope of what he may be?’ 


pr. 64. 


The preffure of taxation on the middling claffes of the public 
is properly deprecated by this politician; and his reafoning on 
fome of the natural effeéts of that injudicious fyftem would be 
thought worthy of attention by any financier who had not forgot-: 
ten the fable of the goofe with the golden eggs. 


¢ By impofing fuch burthens on the people, you take from 
them the power “of maintaining their former connexion and in- 
tercourfe with the higher orders. © You take away that fyftem of 
habits that has been the nurfe of reciprocal attachment and fym- 
athy. And man is the creature of habits. Other modes of life 
will induce other opinions. When once a man is reduced to 
plebeian circumftance, he imbibes plebeian malignity.; when he 
is uo longer able to contemplate his fuperior in the amiable light 
of a private friend and a kind neighbour; when he no longer 
meets him in the midft of domeftic endearments, and focial 
charities, exercifing the duties of a father, a hufband, the. mafter 
of a family, or an indulgent landlord; he no longer remembers 
any thing but his invidious fuperiority, he thinks only of him as 
a being cloathed with power and fplendour, invefted with the 
authorities of the ftate, and bleffed with enjoyments, of which he. 
is, as he conceives, unjuftly deprived. Dreadful therefore is the 
influence of feyere taxation on a free people, becaufe it under- 
mines thofe fecurities on which the energy of that freedom mutt 
of neceffity depend: for what will it avail us, that Weftmintter 
Hall ftands where it did, that the letter of the conftitution, and 
the ftatute book remain as they have been in ages paft, if thofe 
manners, that fpirit, and that national character are no more, 
which were the parents, and which muft be the fupports of their 
exiftence. Laws and inftitutions are only inftrumental ; it is the 
- wifdom, the reafon, and the will of the nation from whence they 
net that are the firft caufes and the active principles of their 
utility 


Quid valeant teges fine moribus | 


is as true in Great Britain as it was at Rome.’ Pp. 74. 


This pamphlet, upon the whole, difcovers fome marks of ge- 
nius and of virtuous principle ; but we do not -expéé that it 
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will have any influence in curing the obftinate infatnation of the 
times. | 


An Examination of the Caufes and Condud of the prefent War with 

France; and of the moft effectual Means of obtaining a /peedy, a 

Jecure, and an honourable Peace: together with fome Ob/fervations on 

the late Negotiation at Lifle. 8vo. 25. Cadell and Davies. 

1798: | 

This pamphlet contains an artful and plaufible rather than fa- 
tisfaétory defence of mjnifterial meafures. The writer affeés to 
be impartial ; but the zeal of a partifan is more difcernible in his 
production than the temper of a liberal inveftigator. 

He begins with a condemnation of the inconfiftency of many 
perfons who once ‘ ftrongly reprobated the French fyftena,’ but 
who now ¢ view in the. mildeft light what formerly excited their 
ftrongeft averfion.’ He adds, that 


‘ many, who confidered the war as juft, by reafon of the 
agereffion on the part of the enemy, and neceflary for our own 
prefervation, began to fuppofe that. we had been dragged into it 
by his majefty’s minifters, without neceflity,, and with the moft 
flagrant injuftice.’ Pp. 4. 

But there are very few, we believe, who have thus: abandoned 
their original fentiments. Thofe who were at firft fo weak as to 
deem the war juf and neceffary, obftinately perfift in the fame 
opinion, even while they feel the mifchiefs which have refulted 
from it; and thofe who difapproved the war at its commence- 
ment, continue to entertain a juft deteftation of it. 

He proceeds to obferve, that 


‘ all the calamities and all-the guilt of war are chargeable, 
not on that ftate which defends, but on that which invades, 
right; efpecially if every thiag has beén done to obtain, by 
equitable difcuffion, that which is ultimately maintained by 
force.” Pp. 8. 


But it does not appear that the French adually invaded the 
rights of Great-Britain, whatever infinuations or menaces they 
might throw out in the ardour of republican zeal; and ftill lefs 
can it be maintained, that due recourfe was had,’on our part, to 
the modes of equitable difcuffion. 

He admits, indeed, that the war might have been avoided ; 
but affirms that our forbearance would have expofed us to great 
danges, by depriving us ‘ of all power of exertion, whenever it 
might, be demanded.for our own immediate prefervation.’ On the 
contrary, our powers of exertion would have been frefh and vi- 
gorous, inftead of being enfeebled by an unfortunate conteft. 
~ Britifh neutrality, he thinks, would have given to the French 
fuch opportunities of exciting difcontent in this kingdom, that a 
revolution, in all its horrors, would probably have occurred. 


‘ Was this dreadful probability to be committed to the decifion 
Of unforefeen events, and were’no meafures to be adopted which 
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might effectually preclude it? It has hitherto been precluded by 
the war, which has prevented French emiffaries from communi- 
cating, fo extenfively, their {ccret deadly poifon, and has armed « 
us at all points to with{tand and repel every open attack.’ p. 12. 


A continuance of peace, however, would have been confider- 
ed by a judicious minifter as more effectually preclufive of the 

fuccefs of revolutionary attempts. . 
He afterwards endeavours to prove, that ‘ the caufe of the 
actual commencement, or rather of the repulfion of hoftilities, 
on the part of this country, was fuch as it was abfolutely impo/- 
fbleto avoid.’ In this refpeét we differ from him completely ; 
but our limits will not permit us to follow him in his courfe of 
prejudice and soon 

ain fpeaking of the general fuccefs of the war, he allows that 
fome faults‘have been committed by the court in the manage- 
ment of it; but he thinks it very doubtful whether the oppo- 
nents of the miniftry would have conduéted it * with equal 
ability and fuccefs.' With regard to the profpect of obtaining 
an honourable and beneficial peace, he is of opinion, that we are 
more likely to procure it under the aufpices of Mr. Pitt, than of 
any of his political adverfaries; and he pours out his venom 
againft the latter in the following malignant ftrain : 


‘ When it is confidered with what indefatigable induftry and 

feverance a certain fet of men have defended the enemy’s caufe, 
with what marked partiality they have reprobated every meafure 
employed againft him, with what hyperbolical amplification they 
have commemorated all his triumphs, with what faint and forced 
praife they have mentioned the moft {plendid exploits of the de- 
fenders of their country, with what exultation they contemplate 
every difafter, whether foreign or domeftic,. that befals us, with 
what callous indifference they look forward to the dreadful na- 
tional calamities which their conduét is calculated to produce ; it 
is neither an unjuft nor an irrational conclufion to fuppofe, that, 
for the attainment of the mean and contemptible objeéts. of par- 
ty, they would hardly fcruple to facrifice the prefent and future 
welfare of their country.’ _p. 89. 


We fhall make no other obfervation on this paflage, than that 
the conclufion is weak and untenable, being founded on falfe 


premiffes. . 


An Appeal to the Head and Heart of every Man and Woman in Great 
Britain, refpecting the threatened French Invafion, and the Impor- 
tance of immediately coming forward with Voluntary Contributions. 
Sv. 15. Wright. 1798. 


The earneft folicitations of the friends of the government havé 
had fome effect. Nearly a million fterling has been raifed in the 
form of voluntary contributions; but we cannot affirm that this 
fum is adequate to the expectations of thofe who propoled the 
fcheme. The prefent pamphlet may, without doubt, have ope- 


rated as aftimulant. It fpeaks to the paffions and to the preju- 
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dices; a mode of addrefs which may be deemed very fair on fuch 
an occafion. That it does not fpeak the language of common 
fenfe in all inftances, may be proved from the following paflage. 
The author, having expreffed his hope that the proceffioh on he 
thank{giving day was approved by the deity, adds, ¢ After a long 
and almoft uninterrupted feries of bad weather, the day fet apart 
on this occafion was diftinguifed as one of the moft beautiful that 
was ever known in this country at that feafon of the year.—And 
no fooner was it over than the unfavourable weather returned. 
Nor is it undeferving of notice, that while the metropolis, the fcene 
of this pious folemnity, enjoyed the benign and aufpicious rays 
of the fun, different parts of the country continued to experience 
an uninterrupted inclemency of feafon—and a traveller in Wilt- 
fhire has declared, that the day was there fo ftormy that he thought 
the proceffion could not take place.” We have faid that this is 
not the language of common fenfe; but we will go farther, and 
afk any of the divines of the church of England, or any diffent- 
ing minifter, whether they ever heard of a more bold attempt to 
turn into ridicule the doctrine of a fuperintending providence ; 
and we put the fame queftion to.the ‘ head and heart of every man 
and woman in Great Britain !” 


Pacification.; ory the Safety and, Pra&icability of a Peace. with France 
demonfirated ; with Remarks upon the Advantages of a Change of 
Minifiry, and the Dangers which threaten both Nations by an obfit- 
nate Perfeverance in the War. 8vo. 1s. Jordan. 1798. 


Being convinced that a fpeedy peace cannot be expeéted while 
Mr. Pitt continues at the helm, this writer reprefents * the proba- 
ble advantages of a change of miniftry, as being fo plain and for- 
cible, that, like a _/elf-evident propofition, no language can make 
them plainer. To undertake to prove then logically, would 
be dike a»man in the midft of the ocean going about to prove, 
by mood:and figure, the exiftence.of water.’ The fubftance of 
this obfervation we are not difpofed to controvert. We are of 
opinion, as firmly as the author is, that there is a perfonal jea- 
loufy between the rulers of the two nations, which will ever be 
an’ obftru€tion to the conclufion of a peace upon grounds of 
mutual advantage. But has not his zeal difturbed his logical ta-. 
lents, when he ftates that what is prodadle only, is plain and 
forcible, and Jike a felf-evident propofition f~— As to the * con- 
fequent practicability of a peace,’ he infifts upon the confidera- 
tion that peace is sieceffary to France. 

Treating of the caufes of the French revolution, he makes the 
following juft remarks. ‘ Some may think, perhaps, with arch- 
bifhop Laud, that there is no end of conceflion—and fo we 
think; and fo we are well perfuaded, when conceffion rig 
from neceffity, rather than choice, The common progrefs o 
mankind, in all ages and countries, feems to be this.. They be- 
gin with reafonable demands, and proceed to unreafonable : it is 
the bufinefs of authority to draw the line. Authority can lofe no- 
thing by judicious conceffion.’ 

Upon the whole, though we do not confider this pamphlet as 
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the beft attack ever made upon the conduct of adminiftrationty 
it contains perhaps as nzuch truth, and as little violence, as any. 


Thoughts on a French Invafion, with Reference to the Probability of its 
Succefs, and the proper Means of reffting it. By Havilland Le 
Mefurier, E/g. Commiffary General for the Southern Diftri® of 
England. Sve. 15s. Wright. 1798. 


Whatever difference of opinion may prevail with regard to the 
conduct of miniftry, and however difficult it may be to procure 
unanimity on the difputed points which have arifen in the courfe 
of the war, the duty of repelling invafion muft ftrike every man 
who values the independence of his country. The proper means, 
we truft, Have not been negleéted: yet the opinions of men of 
knowledge and experience are always deferving of attention, 
The advice of Mr. Le-Mefurier is principally direéted to the 
means of preventing our enemies, if they fhould land, from pro- 
‘curing fubfiftence ; and the mode which he fuggefts appears to be 
proper. He addreffes the people in forcible language; and his 
pamphlet would receive our unqualified approbation, if he had 
not fhown a difpofition to clafs the political opponents of the 
miniftry with the traitors to their country. We know that this 
is now a frequent practice; but every man of a liberal mind, and 
who wifhes to conciliate, muft allow that fuch a cuftom is 
¢ more honoured in the breach, than the obfervance.’ 


Thoughts on the Conduct both of Minifters and Oppofition, /ubmitied by 
a trie born Englifhman, to the Serious Confideration of his Country- 
men. 8vo, 3d. Longman. 1797. 


Thefe thoughts are extracted from the political Ginys toas of 
Mr. Bowles. To what diftrefs are our compilers driven for ma- 
Serials ! ; 


Thoughts on the Defence of Property. <Addreffed to the County of Here- 
ford. By Uvedale Price, Efy. 12m0. 1s. Debrett.. 1797. 


“In this fhort, but fenfible addrefs, Mr. Price co-incides with 
r. Young, and others who have recommended an armed union 

among perfons of property for the defence of the country. We 

truft that a icheme which alone can enfure the peace of the king- 

dom, either in the event of an actual invafion, or of a partial 

-* . . . 
attempt f{preading terror and difmay, will not meet with the leatt 
repugnance or oppofition. 


Trois Mémoires fur les Affaires de France; écrits idans les Années 
© 1791,°1792, et 1793. Traduits de PAnglois du Trés- Honorable 
Edmund Burke. 


Mr. Burke’s Three Memorials concerning the Affairs of France ; tranf- 
lated into French, 8vo. 35, Dulau. 1797. 


As this is merely a re-publication, in a new drefs, of a 
pamphlet which we reviewed foon after its appearance *, without 





* See Crit. Rev. New Arr, Vol. &XI, p. 184. 
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thie f{mallefe addition from the pen of the tranflator, it claims 
only a flight notice. Of the general execution of it, if point of 
fmoothnefs, eafe, and elegance, we cannot fpeak in terms of high 
praife; for, thoweh many paflages are ivell tranflated, we very 
frequently meet with aukward phrafes, and expreflions not ftrié- 
ly iMiomatic. The fenfe, however, is faithfully preferved; where- 
ever we have compared it with the original. 


LA W. 


A Treatife on Copyboldt. By Charles Watkins; Efg. of ibe Middle 
Temple. 800. 9s. 6d. Boards. Pheney. 1797. 


The hiftory of copyhold eftates includes an elucidation of many 
important principles of our ancient feudal tenures. The corh- 
petency of Mr. Watkins for the undertaking will, we doubt not, 
be {peedily recognifed by the profeffional reader, to whofe notice 
the prefent publication is thus introduced :— ° 


* If what is perfeét cannot be attained, it can be no réafon why 
that which is ufeful fhould not be attempted. The author has 
taken fome pains to make the following treatife ufeful ; but it muft 
not be expected that he has niade it perfect. If his labours have not 
ses pew what has been wifhed, they may, at leaft, fhorten, in 
ome meafure, the labours of others, and aflift fome one, bleffed 
with better powers than himfelf, and with circumiftances more 
propitious, to give to the profeflion a treatife more complete.” 
P. Vv. 


We have, on feveral occafions, given due encomium to the-re- 
fearches and obfervations of Mr. Watkins, on the fubjeét of the 
laws and conftitution of this country; but we have alfo thought 
it our duty to remark that his productions had the fault of a feem- 
ingly‘oftentatious accumulation of references ; and we wifh that 
our hint had been fufficiently obferved in the treatife now, 
under infpection, which, neverthelefs, is entitled to the praife of 
labour, accuracy, and utility. 7 


A Treatife on Excife and “ Qui Tam” Informations, as they relate to 
Summary Proceedings before Juftices of the Peace. The Mode of 
profecuting and defending fuch Informations, and the Law, Evidence, 
and modérn Determinations thereon. Together with fome approved 
and ufeful Precedents of Summonfes, Informations, Conviivns, War- 
rants, and Notices; and alfo an Index to all the Excife A&s of Par® 
liament.. By Robert Kyrle Hutchefon, Efg. Barrifer, Briftol? 80s 
45. Sewed. Butterworth. 1797. 


We have found, on the perufal of this treatife, that its ufility 
has not been over-rated in the title-page. The ramifications of 
the excife laws are very numerous; and the importanee of that 
branch of the revenue renders every department of jurifdiction 
connected with it almoft in itfelf a iyftem. Mr. Hutchefon has 
faithfully delineated and judicioufly arranged the duties of juftices 
of the peace, in fummary proceedings relative to the excifé; and 
the fecond:chapter of the treatife contains fome reinarks highly 
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worthy of the attention of thofe gentlemen in the commiffion, 
who may occafionally have forgotten the dignity and impartiality 
which fhould accompany the truft repofed in them.—The ¢ in- 
dex to all the excife aéts of parllament,’ is correétly and ably exe- 


cuted. 


A-complete Colleftion of Abftradts of A&s of Parliament, and Cafes with 
Opinions of the Judges upon-the following Taxes: viz: upon Houfes, 
Windows, Servants, Horfes, Carriages, and Dogs; the Duties upon 
Hair-powder Certificates ; and alfo the Twenty per Cent. upon Af- 

 feffed Taxes ; together with the feveral Determinations upon the Pof- 

~ Horfe AG. By Jobn Smee, of the Exchequer, Weftminfter, Gent. 
2 Vols. Svo. 123. 6d. Beards. Butterworth. 1797. 


Mr. Smee juftly obferves in his Preface, that — 

‘the variety and complexity of the duties and taxes, which the 
exigencies of the ftate from time to time have rendered neceffary 
to be impofed upon the nation, are fuch as deeply to intereft all 
ranks and claffes of fociety more or lefs, not merely in the pay- 
ment, but inthe manner of colleéting them. There is no quef- 

tion, but that in the fyftem of finance, a principal objeé in mak- 
ing new levies, is the eafe, fimplicity, and certainty of the collec- 
tion. More difcontent will often arife out of a doubt, difficulty, 
or hardfhip attending the payment, than from the amount of the 
fum paid.’ Vol. i. -P, vii. 

To obviate this inconvenience, the preffure of which many of 
our readers have doubtlefs felt, is the object: of this publication, 
which, the compiler hopes, will fuperfede the neceffity of referrin 
to the refpective aéts of parliament. Accuracy, therefore, an 
judgment, in the extracts which have been made, are of the utmoft 

-}mportance.. We have not found Mr. Smee deficient in either, 
and we think that his collection of cafes and determinations on 
the various ftatutes by which taxes are impofed, will prove parti- 
cularly ufeful, both to the profeffion and the public. 


A New Law DiGionary ; comprebending a general Abridgment of the 
Law, on a more extenfive Plan than bas bitherto been attempted: 
containing not only the Explanation of the Terms, but alfothe Law 
itfelf, both with regard to Theory and Pradiice. By William Mar- 
riot, Efg. Vol.I. 8vo. 9s.6d. Boards. Stratford. 1797. 


That the plan of this publication is more extenfve than that of 
all former works of the kind, we are not difpofed to admit, how- 
ever ftrongly the affertion is expreffed in the title-page... But we 
are ready to allow, that the plan of this diétionary is very com- 
prehenfive, and that the compiler has diligently exerted himfelf to 
render his work acceptable to the public. He has regularly in- 
troduced the fubftance of the moft important ftatutes, and the moft 
remarkable adjudications and decifions, including.even the moft 
recent; and the work may be advantageoufly confulted, net only 
by the profeffors and ftudents of the law, but alfo by magiftrates, 
parochial officers, and perfons of other denominations, 
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MEDICINE, &e. 


Prattical Qbfervations on the Difeafe of the Joints, cominonly called 
White-Swelling ; with fome Remarks on Scrofulous Abfvefis. By 
Bryan Crowther, Surgeon to B.*lewell and Bethlem Hofpital, Svo. 
3s- Robinfons. 1797. 


In the treatment of the difeafes of the joints, improvements 
have been gradually made. As furgeons became more fcientific, 
they perceived the inefficacy of a poultice, or forne fimilar reme- 
dy, applied to the fkin, where the difeafe was fituated far from the 
furface, within the capfular ligaments of the joing, or the interior 
pom of thofe bones which compofe the articulation. Local phle- 

votomy, perfeé quietude of the difeafed parts, and counter-irrita- | 
tion by biifters and iffues, are the chief remediesthat have been of 
late warmly recommended ; but furgeons do Hot agree in their 
opinions with regard to the degree of merit of each of thefe means 
of cure. Mr. Crowther, in the review which he has taken of this 
fubject, fays, that local bleeding is of little benefit, except in res 
lieving pain ; that quietnde is neceffary ; but that he principally 
relies on a confiderable difcharge of pus from the tkin covering 
the difeafed part. He was incited to perfevere in this plan of 
treatment by the recommendation of Mr. Pott ; and he has been 
enabled to carry his wifhes more completely. into execution by the 
difcovery of the powers of the juice of favine, incorporated with 
cerate, in producing a copious purulent tifcharge from the fur- 
face of the fkin. The following directions are given for making 
the favine cerate:— , 


_, 


‘& Sabine recentis contufz, 
Cere flave, fingularum libram unam ; 
Adipis fuilla, libras quatuor. 
Adipe et cera liquefaétis, incoque fabinam et cola.’ p. 48, 


The manner in which Mr. Crowther treats a difeafed joint iss 
to apply a biifter to. the front and lateral parts of the joint, ands 
after removing the cuticle, to drefs it with the ceratum fabinas 
care being taken at every dreffing to wipe the fore clean. 

This falte occafions a profufe difcharge of pus from the fkin, 
and, in many inftances, without caufing any confiderable pain to 
the patient, though, in others, it produces too much irritation ; in 
which cafe it fhould be lowered by the addition of fome un- 
guentum cere. 

Some furgeons, fays Mr. Crowther, have attributed the good ef- 
fects, derivable from blifters ahd fimilar applications, to the coun- 
ter-irritation which they occafion; and, under the influence of 
fuch an opinion, they have applied a fucceffion of blifters witheut 
maintaining any continued difcharge. But he has obferved, that 
the fuceefs attendant on his mode of treatment has always. been 
proportionate to the difcharge which it procured. He has ftated 
thirty-one fuccefsful cafes, in fome of which the difeafe had pro- 
ceeded fo far as to caufe the removal of the cartilage, and a cons 
fequent grating fenfation upon the motion of the joint. He alfo 
affirms; that he has fucceeded rr difperfing feveral large abfceffes 
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by the fame means. . He certainly deferves well of the public, o 
account of the diligence and perfeverance with which he has pro. 
fecuted this and other parts of chirurgical practice. 


The Pupil of Nature; or, candid Advice to the Fair Sex, onthe Sub- 
pets of Pregn ancy Childbirth ;* the Difeafes incident to both; the 
fatal Effeths of Ignorance and Quackery; and the moft approved 

Means of promating the Health, Strength, and Beauty of ther Of- 

pring. By Martha Mears, Praéhitioner in Midwifery. Svo, 

35. 6d. Sewed. Faulder. 1797. 

Mrs. Martha Mears, practitioner in midwifery, undertakes to 
teach her fair country-women the important advantage of purfu- 
ing nature’s plans in every thing that relates to the pregnant ftate ; 
but her genius is of fo elevated a caft, and the flights of her ima- 

nation are fo very lofty, that we fear a large clafs of her amiable 
rw will be little benefited by her fub/ime inftru€tions, Ona 
fubje& that required only plain remarks and direétions, we were 
furprifed to find a glare of tawdry colouring and’affected embel- 
lifhmest. Mrs. Mears emphatically exhorts her fair readers to 
refign themfelves with confidence to nature, asan unerring guide; 
and, if at any time they are tempted to forfake her, to check the 
fatal impulfe, by recolleéting that they are not more liable to lofe 
their way ‘in the darknefs of ignorance, than in the twilight of 
fuperficial knowledge,—in purfuing the meteors of fancy, or thé 
falfe glare of impofture and pretended fcience.’ Upon hearing her 
{peak for herfelf, the ladies, we doubt not, will do ample juftice 
to fo accomplithed a midwife. 


‘It is my intention therefore to fhew thet the ftudy of nature 
alone will direét us to the proper treatment of women after con- 
cepfion,—to the fureft means of preferving their health, and of 
promoting the vigour, growth, and beauty of their offspring. This 
idea is rather new in appearance than reality: It has not, indeed, 
been laid down as a principle, or made the foundation of any fy- 
ftem of midwifery ; ; but its truth has been admitted by phyficians 
of the greateft eminence in every age and every country. I claim 
no other merit but that of a weli-meant endeavour to prefent it in 
a. clear and interefting light. I have little more to do than to co- ' 
py fome pages from the “volume of nature: — ha py, if I could 
preferve the beautiful fimplicity of the original !—happier ftill, if I 
could imprefs upon the minds of my fair country-women a few of 
its falutary maxims! I.do not mean to amufe them with an idle 

rade of learning: I do not come drefled out in a rich ward- 
robe of words to dazzle their‘attention : fuch pomp, fuch orna= 
ments would ill become the humble handmaid of nature. Yet, 
in {pite of prejudice, I hope my own fex will grant a candid hear- 
ing to one who is herfelf a mother ; — who has united the advan- 
tages of experience with thofe of a regular education and a mode- 
rate fare of practice ;—who knows no language but that of the 
heart ;—and whofe fondett wifh, in the prefent attempt, is to allay 
the feats of pregnant women, to infpire them with a juft reliance 
on the powers of nature, and, above all, to guard them and theig 
lovely children againft the dangers of mifmanagement, of rath 
nefs, of unfeeling and audaciqus quackery,’ P, 2. 
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But thefe are not the whole of her profeffional claims: fhe has 
fpent much time in ftudying the writings of Harvey, Leake, Smel,., 
lie, and Denman ; but, while fhe admires their talents, fhe has a 
much higher reverence for mature, and thinks that ‘ the inftructions 
of man, oppofed te Jers, are but the faint glimmerings of a taper 
compared with the radiance of the mid-day fun.’ 

Of the qualifications of this lady it would therefore be impro- 
per to doubt, though we may have obferved more novelty in 
the drefs rhan in the matter of her effays. ) 


Obfervations on the Tuffis Convulfiva or Hooping Cough, as read at the 
Lyceum Medicum Londinenfe. By Jobn Gale Jones. 8vo0. 15. 
Allen and Weft. 1798. 


This is a fcion from the fertile ftock of John Brown. It is our 
duty to warn practitioners and parents againft doctrines and prac- _ 
tice fo injurious, and pokes fatal. It is the author’s principle, 
that pertuflis is an afthenic difeafe, to be cured by cordials and 
tonics; and it is his. opinion that emetics are equally * pernicious 
and ufelefs.’ It is known, however, that the difeafe is not pecu- 
liar to weak conftitutions, and that in thefe it is flight and trans- 
itory ; while ftrong children are particularly affected, and the 
danger arifes from inflammation. The ufual practice, indeed,-in 
this cough, is not fo decidedly, fuccefsfyl as to preclude farther 
trials; but it is neceffary to difcourage thofe which muft be, ma- 
nifeftly hurtful. The whole of this pamphlet fhows that the 
author is unacquainted with the difeafe of which he treats, 


RELIGION, 


An Enquiry into the Nature and Extent of the In{piration of the 
Apofiles, and other Writers of the New Teflament: conducted with 
a View to fome late Opinions on the Subjed?. By Wiiliam Parry, 
8vo. 2s. Johnfon. 1797. 


The fubject of this work is of high importance to every Chriftian. 
The belief in infpiration, or a communication between God and 
man, feparates him entirely from the atheift, and many bodies of 
unbelievers ; and the extent of this infpiration diftinguifhes fome 
claffes of Chriftians from others. We approve the mode of dif- 
cuffion and argumentation which we obferve in this performance. 
The writer attends clofely to his point: he inveftigates it folely in 
connection with fcripture; does not digrefs into reflections on va- 
rious feéts of Chriftians ; and has placed the fubjeét in fuch a point 
of view, that it may be examined with pleafure and profit by papifts 
and proteftants, churchmen and diffenters. If he has made a {mall 
miftake in his preface, it has no effect on the body of the work:, it 
is fufficient that a clear ftatement of the nature of infpiration is de- 
firable, without the neceflity of confidering it as ‘ the turning point 
on which the Socinian controverfy in general depends ;’ for the 
turning point of that controverfy is the belief of one God in one 
perfon, in oppofition to that of one God in three perfons; and the 
writings of Socinus and the Polifh Brethren, on the ‘infpiration of 
the apoftles, agree with thofe of the moft approved authors of thé 
Ili4 
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Romith and Proteftant churches. Though we mutt alfo take notice 
of the following inaccuracies of ftatement, the correétion of them 
will by no means detraé from the ftrength of the argument in fa- 
vour of full infpiration on every point relating to the Chriftian 
faith. 

¢ After the defcent of the {pirit, we never find them under the 
influence of miftaken ideas. From that period, they appear to 
have had a juft and confiitent view of chriftianity, though it was not 
until fome time after, that they were led to fee the extent of their 
comimifficn to declare it tothe Gentiles.’ Pp. 18. 


Here the firft fentence contradiéts the-fecond, as well as the faé& 
itfelf. Peter, after the defcent of the holy fpirit, was under the 
influence of miftaken ideas, which were corrected by a fubfequent 


communicgtion. 


‘In the gofpe] of Luke, we have many parts of the hiftory of 
our Saviour, and fome of his parables, which are not to be found 
jn the other Evangelifts. How did Luke know thefe things, or 
how was he enabled to record them, unlefs he had the fame fpirit 
of truth to guide him, as influenced the apoftle John?’ Pp. 53. 


St. Luike’s preface informs us, in what manner he colleéted the 
faéts; and the fuperintendance of Paul, according to the tradition 
of the church (and a very probable one it is), would fecure him 
from error. 

‘The fcope of the work will be feen from the fubfequent paffage, 
to which we give our unlimited affent. 

¢ This view of the fubjeét will alfo readily enable a_ plain 
Chriftian, in reading his New Teftament, to diftinguifh what he is 
to confider as infpired truth. Every thing which the apoftles have 
written or taught concerning chriftianity; every thing which 
teaches him a religious fentiment or-a branch of duty, he muft con- 
fider as divinely true, as the mind and will of God, recorded under 
the direétion and guidance of his fpirit. It is not neceffary that he 
fhould inguire, whether what the apoftles taught be ¢rwe ; all that he 
has to fearch after is their meaxing: and when he underftands what 
they meanr, he may refi affured, that meaning is confiftent with the 
will of God, is divine infallible truth. ‘The teftimonv of men who 
{poke and wrote by the fpirit of God, is the teftimany of God him- 
felf and the teftimony of the God of truth is the ftrongeft, and 
moft indubitable of all demonftration.’ Pp. 27. 


A Pindicgtion of the Lord Biftop of L.andaff’s Apology for the Bible, 
in a Series of Letters addreffed to Mr, A. Macleod. By Fobn Fone, 
Author of “' A Defence of the Mofaic Creation.” \2me. 1s. Grif- 
fiths. 1797. 
¢ Difenveloped of every prejudice, I have examined your pro- 

duétion with candour, and replied with a good temper, and with 

the beft intention.’ This the writer {peaks of himfelf: but his 
adverfary is reprefented as having ‘a rocky and volcanic mind ;’ 
his quertes are called impertinent ; and his ignorance is faid to be 
eafily detected. Hence Mr. Macleod will be little inclined to give 
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eredit to this controverfialift far the goodnefs of his temper; and 
will, we think, have as great contempt for his theological, as we 
muft have, from the following extraé, for his mathematical know- 
ledge. 3 


‘ The 32d prop, of book the firft, fuch is the exterior angle of 
every triangle having one fide produced is equal to the two interior 
_and oppofite angles, and the three interior angles of a triangle are 
equal to two right angles, and four corollaries out of the five are 
entirely falfe. For it 1s generally admitted, that every circle is di- 
vided into 360 degrees or parts, and that radius is 60 of thofe parts 
or 1 of the femi-circumference. But the proportion of the diame-« 
ter to the circumference or of radius to the femi-circumference is 
as unity or 1 to 3,141592653589x. Hence it is evident, that 
radius fhould be lefs than 60 degrees; and that by making 60 de- 
grees the radius, the two interior and oppofite angles are greater 
than the exterior angle, and all the angles in a triangle are not 
equal totwo right angles, but greater by fome degrees.’ P. 30. 


Such a demonftration confutes itfelf ; but another pailage fur- 
paffes this in abfurdity—* Perhaps you may be furprifed that the 
circumference is more than three times the diameter, and yet-lefs 
than fix times the radius.’ Certainly, he will; for, little as we 
efteem Mr. Macleod’s arguments againft the bifhop*, we are con- 
vinced, from his writings, that he is 4 man of too much fenfe and 
learning to be affeted with this trafh. 


The Injuftice of clafing Unitarians with Deifts and Infidels. A Dif- 
courfe written with Refereace to fome R:flections from the Pens of 
Bifbops Newton, Hurd, and Horfiy, Doétors White, Knox, and 
Fuller, Mrs. Piozzi, and others: and delivered at Tiverton, Fuly Sy 
1797. To which is prifixed, A Letter to W. Wilberforce,. Efge 
occafioned by fome Paffages in his late ** Practical View +.” By 
Folbua Toulmin, D.D. i12me. 15.64. Johnion. 1797. 
The injuftice which makes the fubje& of this difcourfe is a 

lamentable inftance of the folly of f{tigmatifing adverfaries with op- 

probrious names, inftead of correcting their errors by a calm appeal 
to reafon and argument. Thus there was fcarcely a reproachful 
epithet which Jews and Heathens did not ufe againft the early 

Chriftians, or the Athanafians againft the Arians, the Papifts againft 

the Proteltants, the Lutherans againft the Calvinifts, and the mem- 

bers of the Church of England againft the Prefbyterians. Such 
conduét is truely difgraceful; and, whenever we meet with it, we 
fhal) not fail to give it a due reprobation. 

The queftion is eafily underiteod by thofe who refleé& on the 
ftate of the world with retpeét to religion, The grand divifion is 
into two claffes; the Arheift and the Deift: 1. e. the difbeliever of 
the exiftence, and the believer of the exiftence, of a God. ‘The 
clafs of the Deift is fubdivided into two claffes; that of the Deift 
properly fo called, or the believer in-one God, and that of the 
Polytheift, or the believer in many Gods, The clafs of the Deift 





* See Crit. Rev. New Arr. Vol XVIIL p. 110, 
+ Sce Crit, Rev. New Arr, Vol, XX. p. 164. 
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forms two fub-divifions ; that of the believer in revelation (for fuch 
may a De:ft be, though the term is ufually applied to an oppofite 
fenfe), and that of the difbeliever in revelation. Of the believers 
in revelation, fome have our f{cripture, either in the whole or in 
_ t, for the bafis of their faith, and others conceive a revelation ta 
ave been made by different means. Thofe who believe in our 
fcriptures, wholly or in part, compofe three claffes— Jews, Chrif- 
tians, and Mohammedans. The firft of thefe found their faith on 
the Mofaical law, and difbelieve the miffion of Chrift and of Mo- 
hammed; the Chriftians allow the Mofaical law to have been once 
obligatory, but make our Saviour the ftandard of their faith, and 
deny the authority of Mohammed; while the followers of the Ara- 
bian pfendo-prophet admit the revelations made to Mofes and 
Jefus to have been valid, but believe that they are fuperfeded by 
the fuperior miflion of Mohammed. The Chriftians form two 
claffes—that of the Unitarian, and that of the Trinitarian. The 
application of the former term to one clafs of Chriftians, in oppo- 
_ fition to others who claim the fame title, has been the caufe of much 
confufion. As far as Unitarianifm means the belief of one God, 
the greater part of the Deifts, all the Jews, Chriftians, and Mo- 
hammedans, belong to this clafs; and the Trinitarians might with 
reafon complain, if they were exchided from thisdivifion for avoiding 
the error of thofe who do not confider the Trinity as a modification 
of Unity. There is no impropriety in clafling Unitarians with 
ews and Mohammedans, with regard to their credence of one 
God: but, when Trinitarians clafs them with Jews and Infidels in 
any other refpeét, they are guilty of manifeft injuftice. 
As far as the fubjeét is difcuffed in the work before us, we agree 
with the author, who has in general done juftice to his fide of the 
ueftion ; and, on other points of difpute between the two claffes 
of Chriftians, it is not neceffary for us to interpofe our opinion. 


The Utility of Learning in efablifbing the Truth of Chriftianity. A 
Sermon, preached at a General Oraination held at Futham Palace, 
Auguft 14,1796. By Wilfrid Clark, A. M. of St. Peter’s College, 
Cambridge. 4to. 25. Cadell and Davies. 


This difcourfe is not only pertinent, from its fubje&t, to the oc- 
cafion upon which it was preached, but is written with great chaftity 
and precifion of ftyle. Among other topics of difcuffion, Mr, Clark 
has been particularly defirous of manifefting the impropriety of a 
fole dependence on the internal evidence of Chriftianity, becaufe no 
argument fhould have more than its due force. We ought ever to 
bear in mind, that, in a queftion which is not to be decided by de- 
monftration, but by moral evidence and probable teftimony, it is 
from.the combined effect of all the different {pecies of proof, that 
complete conviction mutt arife. 


A Sermon preached before the Honourable Houfe of Commons, at the 
Church of St. Mar garet, W chminfter, on Wednefday March 8, 17974 
being the Day appointed, by bis Majefty’s royal Proclamation, to be 
obferved as a Day of folemn Fafting and Humiliation. By the Rev. 
Thomat Powys, D.D. tSc. 4t0. 15. Stockdale. +1797. 


‘ The difcuffion of topics merely political, is undoubtedly ill 
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fuited to this and other confecrated places, where the congregation 
is called togetherfor a far different purpofe than that of hearing the 
preacher’s fentiments an fubjeéts of ‘this nature.’ Pp. 6. | 


In this particular we agree with the preacher. ‘ But the circum. 
ftances of the prefent times are unprecedented.’ The divine feems 
to forget what he had faid above, and to miftake his pulpit for a 
feat in the houfe of commons. ~ 


¢ The queftion is reduced fimply to this — Is that conftitution, 
which has fo long guarded the ‘liberties, and promoted the happie 
nefs, of this country, worth preferving? And have we need of any 
religion? In the prefent conteft, every thing we hold dear in this 
world, and all our hopes in another, are attempted to be wrefted 
from us, I hold it, therefore, now to be the duty of every man, to 
embrace every opportunity which his ftation and profeflion give 
him, and to exert every ability God hath beftowed upon him, in 
warning the thoughtlefs, and encouraging every one, to the utmoft 
of his power, to make head againft the dangers with which we are 
fo imminently threatened. If, in the courfe of what [ may have 
to fay, I recal your thoughts to any of the aéts of unexampled cru- 
¢lty, which, without diftinétion of age, fex, rank, or abilities, have 
marked the government of the tyrants of the day amongft our 
enemies, I wifh it to be underftoed, that I refer tothem, not with a 
yiew of exciting your indignation, or wounding your feelings, but £ 
alledge them as proofs, that all thofe enormities, all thofe violations 
of every duty, both focial and civil, fprang from, and were the im- 
mediate confequences of, their forfaking their God.’ _p. 6, 


Our preacher now goes on with the ufual topics againft the 
French, not confidering that a day of folemn fafting and humiliation 
would be better employed in probing our own fins, than in expof- 
ing thofe of our neighbours, 


An Attempt to recover the original Reading of 1 Sam. chap. XIII.v. 1. 
To which is added, an Enquiry into the Duration of Solomon's 
Reign: interfperfed with Notes on various Paffages of Scripture. 
By Fobn. Moore, LL. B. ce. Svo. 25. Rivingtons. 1797. 
Many fruitlefs attempts have been made to give a confiftent in- 

terpretation of the verfe which begins the thirteenth chapter of the 

firft book of Samuel. Manufcripts and verfions afford little, if 
any, explanatory afliftance. What information was intended to be 
conveyed by this verfe? After a comparifon of different paffages 
relating to other monarchs at the commencement of their refpective 
reigns, which are all fimilar to this, except in the name of the per- 
fon and the numbers, we agree with Mr. Moore, that the hiftorian 
meant to inform us of the age of Saul when he began to reign, and 
the number of the years of his fway. . If this is really the cafe, we 
have only.occafion to fupply the numeral letter between 7 and 

“tu, and to correct the error in yy}. On the latter words, the - 

writer properly refers to St. Paul’s affertion (Acts xiii. 21.) that 

Saul reigned forty years; a circumftance which is corroborated by 

the teftimony of Jofephus, and by a review of the events of the 

feign in queftion, We might, therefore, fairly infert, for yyy, 
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the words my E>9yQ Ni. Now 2 is the letter for two, and § 
for forty; two letters, which, from having originally a greater re- 


femblance than at prefent, might have been miftaken, the one for 
the other: and a fcribe having once inferted 9, the error might 
have been propagated ; and, in fucceeding times, the numeral letter 
was changed for the noon of number ftill remaining in our copies. 

The other conjeéture, founded on the fame principle, does not 
give us fo much fatisfaction. 

¢ Conjecture therefore for conjeéture, it has ftruck me that the 
text originally ftood thus: 19559 Snw mow t 1s and that 
7°), the letters by which Saul’s age was expreft, and which together 
make up twenty-feven, were, on account of their great refemblance 
to the preceding word, either fkipt bya carelefs tranfcriber, or in- 
tentionally omitted by an ignorant one, who miftook them for a 
needlefs and faulty repetition.’ P. 48. 


This fuppofes Saul to have married at thirteen, and Jonathan to 
have been not fourteen when he was at the head of a thoufand men. 
This appears rather a forced hypothefis; but it has a ftronger ground 
of probability, as the writer fhows from the inftances of Jofiah and 
Ahaz, than perfons born in thefe cold climates are willing at firft-to 
allow. According to thefe emendations, the verfe will run thus: 
¢ Saul was twenty-feven years old when he began to reign; and he 
reigned forty years over Ifrael.? The ufe of Italics is a dangerous 
experiment; or this emendation might be recommended for the 
future editions of the vulgar bible; but when we recolleét what 
has been done with the forged verfe.1 John, v. 7. and how eafily, 
from the carelefsnefs of printers, the Italics might be changed, we 
would rather leave the verfe as it is, than take a liberty which 
many would cenfure as prefumptuous, 


An Effay, tending to Joew the Advantages which refult to Revelation, 
Jrom its being conveyed to us in the Form of Hiftory. Publifted, 
in purfuance of the Will of the late Mr. Norris, as having gained 
the annual Prize inflituted by him in the Univerfity of Canbridge. 
By Fobn Spencer Cobbold, A.M, Sc. Sve. 15. Rivingtons. 
1797: 

We do not confider this effay as altogether worthy of the prize 
which it obtained ; but, as its merits have been difcuffed within the 
precinéts of the univerfity, we fhall not exercife the feverity of cri- 
ticifm. We fhail merely extract fome paffages, defiring the writer 
to aim in future at accuracy and per[picuity. 


¢ Now, as the queftion to be difcuffed is, in fome fort, of a com- 
parative nature, it will be of ufe, in the firft place, to take a view of 
the different modes of communication, which may be thought .to 
conteft the palm of preference with that, of which it is the objeét of 
this effay to point out the advantages : — every difadvantage attend 
ant on the latter, and not difcoverable in the former, will be a fort 
of negative weight in the fcale of the latter, which, if it does not ab- 
folutely deprefs the balance in its favour, will, yet, give it a relative 
preponderance,’ P.J. 


—- eee ot 
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’ ¢ In queftions of comparifon, we employ ideas only of relation + 
excellence is argued from correlative deficiency; and a difadvan- 
tage on one fide implies a negative advantage on the other. 

‘ A revelation, however conveyed through the channel of hif- _ 
tory, does not reft its claim to notice on the merit of negative ad- 
vantages; it poffefles, alfo, merits of a pofitive nature, too obvious 
to be overlooked, and too important to be difregarded.’  P. 7. 


We could not avoid thinking, on the perufal of thefe fentences, 
of the negative victories mentioned in the houfe of commons. 


¢ Their record of a miracle is as deftitute of the pomp of lan- 
guage, as it is of the pride of enthufiafm. We fee no preparatory 
attempt to miflead the judgment by dazzling the imagination: 
«¢ Rife and walk” were the words, by which the lame man was 
reftored, and the dead man was revived: —the confcious element 
blufhed itfelf to wine at the mere prefence of Divinity; and the 
imperious ocean, at the words, “ Peace, be ftill,” fynk into obedient 
tranguillity.’ Pp. 16. 


The author was determined to fhow us, by the turgidity of his 
own ftyle, the fuperiority of that of the evangelical hiftorian;” but 
we would afk him what imperious ocean it was which thus fubfided 
into tranquillity ? 


EDUCATION, 


Grammaire Angle comparée avec la Grammaire Frangoife; -drns 
laquelle les Principes et les Tours de Phrafe des deux me font 
raifonnes d'une inanicre trés-nouvelle, et prouvés par des Exemples, 


€Sc, par Nicolas Salmon. 


A Comparifon of Englifb Grammar with the French; in which the 
Principles and idiomatic Expreffions of the two Langyages are dif- 
cuffed with Novelty, and illuffrated by Examples. Small 8vo. 
4s. Dilly. 1797. 

This work will prove an acceptable prefent to thofe foreigners 
who, being already converfant in the French language, are de- 
firous of becoming acquainted with the Englifh. The author ob- 
ferves, in his introduction, that he has followed a plan differént 
from that which the generality of grammarians have purfued. The 
difference to which he alludes, however, is lefs important than 
he affects to imagine. Others have treated of phrafeology and 
fyntax after they have claffed the words of the language, and un- 
folded the declenfions and conjugations ; but he, in treating of 
¢ach part of fpeech, explains at once whatever relates to it. 

In his rules for the pronunciation of our language, he chiefly 
follows Sheridan. His remarks on the article are, in general, 

rtinent. In treating of nouns, he has fallen into fome errors, 

Gait and delight, he fays, have no plural: but has he not read 

the indecent line in the Rape of the Lock, in which mention is 

twice made of dairs? and has he not heard of the deliyhts of 
love ?— When he {peaks of ne/s as a termination, he introduces 
fome nouns which, even if they have fometimes been ufed, de- 
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ferve to be exploded ; as, ineffePualne/s, inho/pitablene/i, tnnochor/ 
nefs, &C. ' , 

He dwells long on the pronoun. He has taken opportunities 
of enforcing, and fometimes of invalidating, the obfervations of 
feveral Englifh grammarians; and, in the courfe of comparifon 
between the languages which he pro/effes to examine, he de- 
tects occafional errors of French philologifts and other writers. 

The ufes and conftructions of the other parts. of fpeech are 
not ill explained ; the examples are numerous and appofite ; and 
the work, upon the whole, reflects credit on the diligence and 
judgment of the author. 

_ Guide pour la Langue Angloife, et pour la Langue Francoife, &e. 
A Guide for the Englifh and French Tongues, in which the ufeful and 
the agreeable are united, and the Conftruion, the Genius, and the 

Beauties of each Language, are fully difplayed. By Nicolas Sal- 

mon. Small 8vo. 25. 6d. Dilly. 1797. 

. Mr. Salmon has here given a copious feries of examples, which 
the foreign learners of our language, and individuals who ftudy 
the French tongue, may read with advantage, though this will 
not be exaétly equal in the two cafes, as the former will fometimes’ 
meet with expreflions inconfiftent with the Englifh idiom. The 
fentences, though detached in appearance, are connected in rea- 
lity ; as will appear from the following extrac. 


¢ Nous allions 4 Delphes, Ly- 
cas et moi, porter notre of- 
frande 4 Apollon. 

¢ Déja ‘nous apercevions la 
colline fur laquelle le temple, 
orné de colonnes d’une blan- 
cheur éclatante, s’éléve du fein 
dun bois te lauriers vers la 
woute azurée des cieux. 

‘Plus loin, nos yeux /e per- 
doient {ur la plaine immenfe des 
mers. 

¢ J] étoit midi. 

‘ Le fable dri/oit nos pieds, et 
a chaque pas que nous faifions, il 
sélevoit une pouffiére enfam- 
mée, qui nous briloit les yeux 
et fe colloit fur nos lévres de/- 
Sechées. 


* Lycas and I were going to 
Delphos, to carry our offering 
to Apollo. 

* We could already perceive the 
hill on which the temple, adorn- 
ed with columns. remarkably 
white, rifes out of a grove of 
laurel-trees towards the azure 
vaulted arch of heaven, 

‘ Farther off, our eyes frayed 
on the /pacious main, 


¢ It was then noon. 

‘¢ The fand /corched our feet, 
and every flep we walked raifed 
a hot duft, which durnt our eyes 
and fuck to our parched lips.’ 


P. 54 


An inveftigation of the ufe of the French particle ne, and 
other ufeful difcuffions, are introduced ; but too great a degree of 
perfonality is mingled with thefe difquifitions. 
fA fort Grammar of the Englif Language, in two Parts: fimplified 

to the Capacities of «Children : with. Notes, and a great Variety of 

entertaining and ufeful Exercifes, upon a Plan entirely new. By 


Fohn Hornfey, Schoolmafter, Scarborough. 


Bent. 


1s. 6d. Bound. 


120. 


Mr. Hornfey does not offer this performancé as a work wholly 
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new.. It is ¢ principally compiled (he fays) from the writings of. 
our firft grammarians,’ whom he has thus arranged—‘ Lowth,. 
Ward, Johnfon, Blair, Harris, Coote, &c.’ but, as it has been-his 
chief ftudy. to,render it ufeful to children, he has not adhered to 
the plan of any of thofe authors.. About one half of the volume 
confifts of exercifes in bad Englifh, which the learners are to 
correét. The, grammatical rules are fhort and perfpicuous. 

It is proper to obferve, that this grammar has met with encou- 
ragement, the fecond edition (enlarged) being now before us. 


A Dialogue between a Lady and her Pupils, deferibing a Fourney 
through England and Wales; in which a Detail of the different 
Arts and Manufadtures of each City and Town is accurately given ; 
interf{perfed with Obfervations and Defcriptions in Natural Hifay, 
Defigued for young Ladies and Schools. By Mrs. Brook. 80, 
35. Od. Sewed. Rickman. 1797. 


We give this lady credit for the benevolence of her intention ; 
but we queftion the utility of her work. No young perfon wilf 
be able to recolleé the diftance of every town,from London, or 
be much. impreffed with the curfory mention of the particular 
manufactures and the different rivers in each county. It cannot 
be of any great confequence for Mrs. Brook’s pupils to be in- 
formed, that ‘ Wighton is 192; Pocklington, 196; Great Drif- 
field, 195; Hornfey, 188; Frodingham, 195; Kilham, 200 ; 
Bridlington, 208; and Hunmanby, 209 miles from London.’ 
This intelligence would be proper in an itinerary ; but it feems 
quite out of place in the prefent volume. 


The little Family. Written for the Amufement and Infru@ion of 
Young Perfons. By Charlotte Sanders. 2 Fols. i2mo. §5. 
Sewed. Dilly. 1797. 


This work is a proper manual for children, being well calcu- 
lated for their ‘ amufement and inftruction.? There are fome 
parts of it, indeed, which are not fo ufeful as they might have 
been rendered ; but this negative cendure is all that can juftly be 
{aid againft it. 

a. a a Se ee 


Poems by the late George Monck Berkcley, Ef. LL. B. F.S.8. A. with 
a Preface by the Editor, confifting of fome Anecdotes of Mr. Monck 
Berkeley and feveral of his Friends. 410. 2h. 12s. 6d. Boards. 
Leigh and Sotheby. 1797. 


It was certainly proper to mention the preface in the title-page to 
this volume, as it confifts of five hundred and eighty-one pages. 
The editor is the mother of Mr. Berkeley ; and fhe has related in 
thefe pages whatever fhe recolleéts of her fon, her family, and her 
friends, with the pardonable garrulity of one left alone in age, whofe 
chief enjoyment is perhaps the memory of the departed. If the 
words and actions which are thus minutely recorded were thofe of 
bifhop Berkeley, the book would indeed be valuable; but his 
grandfon affords one of the many inftances where the promifes of 
childhood have not been anfwered in maturity. The anecdotes 
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with which the volume is filled are moftly uninterefting: they are 
trifling in themfelves, and do not relate to perfons who can make 
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trifles important. We were, however, amufed with a inten lot 
of the editor’s grandfather, related on the authority of archbifhop 
Potter. Of the many fchemes that have been devifed for king- 
killing, this furely is the moft curious : 

‘ King William, who valued himfelf much on his horfemanfhip, 
was frequently mortified by hearing his courtiers admiring Mr, 
Cherry’s wonderful fkill in riding, and refolved at length that he 
would follow Mr. Cherry every where. After fame days, Mr. 
Cherry, finding that it was not chance that conftantly. kept his 
majefty juft behind him, determined to try to ferve his, as he con- 
ceived, /aw/xl fovereign, by breaking the neck of the w/urper. He 
went over many very dangerous places. “The king, excellently 
mounted, and a very good horfeman, ftill followed. One day, when 
the ftag took the foil, Mr, Cherry,inftantly plunged into a fright- 
fully deep and broad part of the Thames. The king went to the 
brink, looked, and looked again, then fhook his head, and retired. 
His majefty thought the aciual poffeflion of three kingdoms better 
than the fame of being as good a horfeman as Mr. Cherry, thus 
yielding the palm to Mr. Cherry, He never followed him after- 
wards, to the great comfort of his majefty’s attendants.’ Pp. ccccxxvi. 


The poems are upon trivial fubjyeéts. As a poet, Mr. Berkeley 
feems to have pofletfed little genius or tafte. We ourfelves can fe- 
le& no piece as excellent ; and will therefore give 


¢ what the juftly celebrated Mr. Dunfter termed this éxquifitely 


beautiful fong : 
‘ Grief and Mis’ry, hence away, 
This is Nina’s wedding day ; 
All her forrows now are paft, 
May her joys for ever Jatt. 
Joy attend this happy pair ; 
He is brave as fhe is fair. ; 
Guatded by the god of love, 


- 


May they ever conftant prove!” P. 109. 


As a f{pecimen of the author’s powers upon more ferious fubjects, 
we extract an epitaph, which he wrote, not indeed * fans pede in 
uno,’ but * with one ftocking on,-the other off!” 


¢ Peace to the {pot where his remains are laid; 
May pureft blifs await his friendly fhade! 
Nature by him had done her nobleft part ;_ 

She gave a head, nor yet denied a heart.’ p. 18. 


The Campaign, a Poetical Effay, in Tzvo Books. Dedicated (by Per- 
miffion) to his royal Highnefs the Duke of York. By Robert Brown, 
Corporal in the Coldfircam Guard:, 8v0. 25. 6d. Stockdale. 


-~F797¢° ) 
The fentiments of this poem are humane and juft, and the lan- 


age and verfification are worthy of praife, The author needs not 


that indulgence with which we fhould willingly have treated the 
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action of ‘an humble and unlettered man:’ The work, in 
itfelf refpectable, deferves high commendation, when the low rank 
of the writer is confidered.. We extraét part of a melancholy tale, 
in which Mr. Brown has defcribed what « was literally the ualrappy 
fate of a great number of both fexes on the night of the 16th of 
January, 1795,’ during the retreat of the Britifh army. The mu- 
tual affection of William and his wife has been previoufly exprefled. 







































¢ Maria by his fide, , 
With ftrength and courage more than feminine, 
Wreftled againft the furious northern blaft, 
Whofe raging violence whirl’d up clouds of fand 
Mingled with drifted {now, rufhing along 
The parched defert. Down her lovely cheeks 
Fatigue exceflive often forc’d the tears, 
Trickling in filence, which the bitter air 
Froze as they fell; while in her arms the babe, 
Stiffen’d with cold, in feeble plaintive cries 
Pierc’d their bleeding hearts; they knew his wants, 
His fufferings, with their own; but,here no help, 
Affiftance none for him or them is found. 

But now the horrors of a darkfome night 
To all their troubles add a keener edge ; 
Their ftrength and hopes decreafing as the night 
Gloomy arofe ; no town or city near, 

Whofe lofty domes and tow’ring fpires might blefs 
Their weeping eyes, and fix their wavering hope ; 
Not even a lonely cot or veftige feen 
Of human habitation ; all was wild 

Far as the dufk horizon; drooping, fad, 

Hearts full of anguith, bodies full of pain, 
Weary, exhaufted, down they fit beneath 

Th’ inviting thelter of a frizzled bufh, 

Whofe angry briftlés brav’d the northern blaft 

With hollow whiftling found. Soon balmy Sleep, 

Death’s image, now his harbinger, configns 

Them both to reft ; and, every fenfe faft bound 
In fweet forgetfulnefs, the driving {now, 

The bleak and parching winds, no more they feel, 

And even within the yawning jaws of death 

Find fweet repofe, unconfcious of their fate.’ P. 50. 





In pages 18 and 19, are four fucceffive lines, of which the termi- 
nations are unpleafantly alike, 

We were greatly pleafed with an image which the writer pro- 
bably defcribes from experience, 


-* The weary foidier takes a fweet repofe 

In fafety; for the {wift-defcending hell, 

Whofe hiffing curvature with fteady eye | 
He frequent watch’d, no more difturbs his reft.’ p. 23. | 


Carr. Rev. Vor. XXII, April, 1798. Kk 








. 
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The Druviad: or, Striflares on the principal Performers of Drury- 
Lane Theatre. A fatirical Poem. With Notes critical and expla- 

. matory, 4to. 1s. 6d. Richardfons. . 1798. 
"This poem will not be very interefting to any readers unconneét- 
ed with the green-room. It ie not merely a fmooth verfification 
that can fupport fo trite a fubjeé&t. We quote the firft lines as the 


© Author. 


‘ Let loftier poets tune their martial lays, 
And fing the patriot’s or-thé hero’s praife ; 
For cafual fare, like hackney-coachmen, ply, 

‘* Blame where they can, and where they cannot, —lJie: 
Each Pafquin now may lafh his empty brother, 
Or, like thin fpiders, prey upon each other / 
Snug ia my fhell, I fhun their watchful fury, 
Laugh at them all, and fing the praife of Drury ; 
My carelefs mufe now hovers round her walls, 
And lifts her dome yet higher than St. Paul’s. 

* Friend. 
¢A wretched fimile! of Eaftern hue, 
Tis neither gaudy, elegant, or new ; 
Would you be ali that e’er poor bard defir’d, 
- Be read by parfons, by the fair admir'd, 

To Love and Laura tune th’ enervate lyre, 

‘ . Let hot-prefs’d paper glow with am’rous fire; 
Ambrofial flow’rs twine round your miood and tenfe, 
And labour’d nothings take the place of fenfe.’ Pp. 1. 


An Elegy to the Memory of the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, 
By the Rev. Fohn Chetwood Euftace. 4to. 18. Rivingtons. 
SFOFS ae 3 ) 3 
Thefe ftanzas are harmonious; and, in faying this, we have 

given them ail the praife to which they are entitled. As a fpeci- 

men, we quote the effects of Mr. Burke’s eloquence. 


Yet, did his accents vibrate on their ear, 
‘Phy pee arm uprais’d the regal fhield, — 

_ Thy hand indignant feized the yey {pear,— 
Thy martial legions rufh’d into the ud. 


Obedient Ocean {mooth’d her fubject tide, 

To bsar thy daring fons from pole to pole,— 
Applauding Europe faw thy navies ride, a 
And heard with joy thy vengeful thunders roll.""P. 11 


Mr. Euftace concludes this part teo abruptly, and does not inform 
us how ¢ the martial legions’ returned. 


Sketches in Verfe. By Thomas Robinfon; 4t0. 25.64. Johnfon. 


We have feen every poffible combination of rhyme in fonnets: 
but, in one of this gentleman's fonnets, are fome lines that have no 
‘rhymes'at all: thefe fourteen lines are alfo remarkable’as being pre- 
ceded by three quarto pages of preface. The poems are frequently 
obfcure ; and they never rife above mediocrity. 
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4 Colledtion of Englifh Songs, swith an Appendix of Original Pisces. 
Swe. 3% Elmily. 179% 

Mr. Dalrymple Nas! felected ‘thefe fongs with tafte. Many of 
them are refcued from old and-{earce werks ; and, what is n0 com- 
mon merit for a collection of fongs, the contents of the volume cor- 
re{pond with its motto: =) ~- hk ts Oe Seva oa J a 

* Not one immoral, one corrupted thought ! 
One line, which, dying, he could qwi/h to blot.” 


Killarney, a Poem, By Fofeph Atkinfon, By. 4to. 2s, 6d. Dilly. 
eee Seca a. 
Thofe who have vifited:Killarney may be reminded ofits beauties 
by this poem; but thofe who Have not. feen it; will find Mr. At- 
kinfon’s defcription languid and uninterefting. 


Dey RoAoM AL 


The Myfterious Marriage, or the Heirfiv of Refer: A Play, in 
Three A&s. By Harriet Lee. 8ve. 25. Robinfons. 1798. 


" The author informs us in her, Advertifemént, that, 


‘as the theatre. will foon probably become “ a land of appari- 
tions,” fhe haftens to put in her claim to ariginality.of idea, though 
the charm of novelty may be loft. The female fpettre fe has 
conjured up, was undoubtedly the offspring of her own imagi- 
nation; yet, by the ill-fortune of keeping the play confiderabl 
lefs than “ nine years,” fhe is now obliged to produce it to a difad- 
vantage, or expofe herfelf to the charge of being a feryile imitator.’ 


We are forry that we cannot beftow on this drama the fame com- 
mendation which the ‘ Canterbury Tales *’ of the fame writer fo 
juftly deferved. The ferious ftories in that work difcovered origi- 
nality, and, in fome inftances, fublimity of conception: in the 
‘ Myfterious Marriage,’ we find Jittle that can compenfate the unin- 
terefting nature and aukward developement of the plot. The cha~ 
racters, except thofe.of a comic nature, think and exprefs themfelves 
in the fame ftrain. “In reprefentation, it might perhaps have fuc- 
ceeded by the force of ftage effect ; but, in the clofet, it never, we 
think, can command attention, We extract that fcene in which 
the {pectre is introduced. 


© Albert. See. that the tapers burn — and then to-bed, 
gre the heavens angry, that they chide us thus? 

An ’twere their will to vit finful heads, © 

I well might fear now! Yet the forked flafh 

Patt innocent-—and feeble-minded man 

Betrays himfelf.—It is the hour of reft ; 

And all the mingled founds that {well’d fo late 

Throngh the low vaults and hollows of the caftle, 

Are funk to ftillnefs. 





owe . 


“® See page 170. 
 Kka 








 AntT 


Oh herri : il 
[Vivid lightning —~ the Ghoft glides into the chamber of the Countefs.] 

‘Albert (after a pavfe). 1am acoward—and my fears have fhaped 

The thing rtoey not.—Yet I faw it plain-— 4 

Mofkt manifeft to’ view. 7 

Nor, though the heav’ns had fhower’d down fheets of fire, 

Could it have fo appall’d me.’ Pp. 66. | 
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. ~~ *: Thought’sfantaftic brood)... .. 
Alone is waking :—prefent— paft, and future, 
Wild, mis-fhaped hopes, and horrible rememb’rings, 
Now rife a hideous and half viewlefs.chaos. .. 

To fancy’s vifion—sill the flout heart freeze, , , 

At its own retrofpe&. —Mem’ry, ftop there! 


Not a jot, further {--Rather, thou bright fua, 


Thou, dazzling future, rife with godlike {plendour, 
And gild the vaft horizon of ambition. 


| Say it be.clouded by a waman’s will! 
_ Yet ‘is fhe woman—therefore to be lured; 


A years one— therefore to be bribed by gauds: 
ill tempt her with fuch golden glories 


‘ 


’ As her weak {ex would grafp at, though perdition 


Gaped in the gulf between! —This is her chamber ! 
Perchance fhe fleeps unguarded — at the worft, 
A lover’s paffion, and a hufband's right, : 
Shall \juttify th’ intrufion ! — Who dare bar me? 


[ The Ghof-of Conflantia, forouded in rhe lightef white drapery; op~ 


pears before the door, paling she pallet of Rodolphus,-who fleeps 
fuscetly.) 

Ha ! ‘have my fenfes conjured up a phantom ? 

Speak, vifion, if thou canft! (advancing.) 
She gaxes intently, and motions him from ber.) 
le! (He leans againft a pillar.) : 


~ 


The Caftle Spectre; a Drama. In five AAs. Firft performed at the 
Theatre: Royal, Drury Lane, ou Thurfday, December 14; 1797. 
By M.G@. Lewis, E/q. M. P. Author of the Monk, Ge. Bv0. 25. 
Bell, 4798, 

The Caftle Spectre, like the Monk * of the fame: author, can- 
not obtain the approbation of the critic ; but it has fecured, what 
Mr. Lewis perhaps values more, the applaufe of the multitude, It : 
is the common ftory of modern romance—a murderer and ufurp- 
er, the rightful heirefs dwelling in the caftle unconfcious of,her 
claims to it, the father confined in a dungeon for a long courfe 
of years. There is fcarcely one original incident im the piece ; 
and yet the whole is. wrought into a plot highly interefting, and 
conduéted with uncommon fkill. No genius is difplayed in the 
more elevated dialogue ; no wit fhines in the comic parts: the 
ftory and'thé ftage effect occafion the popularity of the Caftle 


Spectre. 





— 


* See Crit. Rev. New Art, Vol, XIX. p. 194. 


Sw 
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Mr. Lewis has frequently imitated the ftyle of Schiller. “Phe 
reader will recognife this in the ufurper’s dream.. , | 

O/m. A mere dream, fay’it thou? Haffan, "twas a. dream of 
fuch horror! Did fuch dreams ‘haunt my bittereft foe, | fhould 
with him no feveree punifhment. Mark you not, how thie ague 
of fear ftill makes my limbs tremble ? Rolls not my eye, as if {till 
gazing on the Spectre? Are.hot my lips convulfed, as were they 
yet preft by the kifs of corruption ? Oh! ’twas.a fight, that might 
have bleached joy’s rofy cheek for ever, and ftrowed the fnows 
of age upon youth’s auburn ringlets! Yet, away with thefe ter- 
rors ;=<— Haffan, thou faidft, *twas but a dream: I was deceived 
by fancy. Haflan, thou fidi-true; theré is not, there cannot be, 
a world te come. . _ 


Ofm, Anfwer me ‘not ?— Let me not hear the damning truth ! 
— Tell me not, that flames ‘await me! — that for moments of 


blifs I muft endure long ages of torture ! — Plunge me rather i 
the thickeft gloom of atheifm ! — Say, that with my body muft 
perifh my foul! For, oh! fhould my fearfiil dream be 'pro- 
phetic +— Hark, fellows ! —- [nftruments of my gufit, liften to 
my punifhment !— Methought I wandered throught the ‘low- 
browed caverns, where repofe the reliques of my anceftors ! — 
My Ft dwelt with awe on their tombs, with difguft on mortali- 
ty’s 
along the vault: it was Angela '!~—She fmiled upon me, and 
beckoned me to advance. I flew towards her; my arms ‘were al- 
ready unclofed to elafp her—- when fuddenly herfigure changed, 
her- face grew pale, a.ftream of blood gufhed from ‘her bofem! 
Haffan, ’twas Evelina ! ‘ 

Saib ant Hafan. Evelina! by 

O/m. Such as: when fhe fank at my feet expiring, while my 





hand grafped‘the dagger ftill crimfoned with her blood! —“ We | 


meet again this night!” murmured her hollow voice! “ Now 
rufh to my-arms, but firft-fee what you have made me! — Em- 
brace me, my bridegroom!’We muft never part again!” — 


While fpeaking, her form withered away: the fleth felt from her 


bones; her eyes burft from their fackets: a fkeléton, loathfome 
and meagre, clafped me in her mouldering arms ! 
Said, Moft horrible ! : 





O/m. Her infeéted breath was mingled with mine; her rot-: 
ting fingers preffed my hand, and my face was covered with her , 
Be 


kiffes !—Oh ! then, then how I trembled with difguft ! — And now 


blue difmal flames gleamed along the walls; the tombs were rent. 


afiinder; bands of fierce fpectres rufhed round mé in frantic 
dance * — Furioufly they gnafhed their teeth while they gazed 
upon me, and fhrieked in loud yell —‘* Welcome, thou fratri- 
cide! — Welcome, thou loft for ever !’’ —- Horror burft the 


bands of fleep; diftraéted I flew hither : But my feelings — 


words afe too weak, too powerlefs to exprefsthem.’ P. 66. 


It is proper to obferve, that, wherever Mr. Lewis has borrow. 
ed, he has acknowledged his obligation. 


urrounding* emblems !—~ Suddenly a female form glided’ 











| 
| 
| 
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We thould difapprove this drama, did we judge of it only in 
the clofet; byt its effect in re reese is admirable. 





It is aftonifhing that the audience fhould have endured the wit- 
lefs vulgarity of the epilogue. Surely it is time that fuch con- 
temptible productions fhould ceafe to difgrace the Englith ftage. 


NOVELS. 


Vidora of Gallicia: a Novel. By Mrs. Hugill. 2 Vols. 12mo. 
6s. ‘Sewed, Lee and Hurft. 1798. . 


The firft volume of this novel pleafed us. The ftory does not 
exceed the bounds of probability, and yet keeps the attention 
alive; but,. when we came to the perufal of the fecond, we were 
not inclined to continue our commendation. . Subterranean paf- 
fages, damp vaults, murders, and a variety of horrors, form the 
greater part of its contents. The incidents alfo are fo confufed, 
and the ftory fo complicated, that it is difficult to trace the plot, 
or unravel the perplexity. 

. Modern. writers of novels, indeed, are too fond of crowding 
their pages with fuperfluous incidents and characters. It is the 

ince of true genius to produce the livelieft.intereft from 
the fimpleft narrative of facts; and, where the circumftances of 
the ftory are few, to agitate the heart with ftrokes of nature, and 
captiyate the fancy with imaginary creations. However, though 
we cannot give the prefent work the higheft praife, we.are will- 
ing to allow it fome merit. 


The Shrove-tide Child ; or, the Son of a Monk, A Novel. Tranflated 
from the French. 2 Pols. 8vo. 8s. Sewed. Lee and Hurt. 1797. 


This novel abounds with the frivolity and indecency ‘for 
which French works of fiction are remarkable. We fhall not 
give any quotations, as the beft we could feleét would make 
poor compenfation for the indecent paflages which fo frequently 
eccur. We lament that fuch books as the prefent fhould find 
their way to the prefs, as no good can, though much harm may, 
refult from them. : | 
Careline. By a Lady. 3 Vols. 12m0, 7s. 6d. Sewed. Hookham 

and Carpenter. 1798. : 


We have fcarcely ever read any thing fo improbable and un- 
interefting as the contents of thefe pages, even in this age of 


vabferdity, when milliners and ftaymakers featter their ridiculous 


inventions, under the title of a novel. As every woman is now 
*-a lady,’ we need not examine our author’s pretenfions to this 
title; but, from the occafional vulgarity of her language and 
defcriptions, they cannot be very high. 


MISCELLANEOUS LIST. 


The Teftimony of Truth to exalted Merit: or a Biographical Sketch of 
. the Right Honourable the Countefs of Derby 5 in Refutation of a falfe 


and feandalous Libel. 4to. 2s. Cawthorn. 1797. | . 
The libel to which this *Teftimony’ is an anfwer, was briefly 
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noticed by us in our Review for July laft. There is nothing in 
the anfwer but what was before known to. the public, and no- 
thing, we believe, inconfiftent with’ truth. Malice. itfelf cannot 
deny the. merits of Mifs Farren, in public or in private life ; and 
there is no reafon to doubt ‘that the rectitide which preferved her 
from incurring mérited cenfure in fituations the iol critical and 
trying will enable her to maintain the exalted ftation to which the 
has arrived, with an;honour equal to the virtue which has pro- 
cured it.’ 


The Philanthrope : after the Manner of a Periodical Paper. 8v0, 4s. 
Boards. Cadelt.and Davies. © 1797. 


The ftyle of this work is correét, arid the morality unexcep- 
_tionable. We do not perceive that any advantage has accrued 
from giving, to the pieces of which it confifts, the appearance of 
poo papers. To preferve that appearance,-a dramatic de- 
ineation of charaéter is neceffary ; and this is not to be found in 
the Philanthrope. We were pleafed with the comparifon, in the 
fecond paper, of human life to a mafquerade ; and both the tale 
of Apelles and‘ its companion are well related. In pourtrayin 
characters, the author has not been fuccefsful ; they are the coarfe 
outlines of the caricaturift. The deteftable malignity of Placidio 
is treated with too much tendernefs: he is defcribed as fteady in 
hatred, and dexterous in detraéction ; and yet it is faid, that, « ex. 
cepting thefe blemifhes, he is entitled to be a popular character.’ 
The robber and the affaflin might be praifed with. equal pro- 


priety. 
A Guide from Glafgow, to fome of the meft remarkable Scenes in the 


Highlands of Scotland, and to the Falls of the Clyde. By Fames 
M‘Nayr. 80, 55. 64. Boards. Richardfon. 1797. 


The importance of works of this kind, when well executed, 
muft be acknowledged by all travellers. The prefent volume 
comprehends nearly all that Mr. Pennant includes in the petit 
tour of Scotland; ‘a traét unparalleled-for the variety and fre- 

uency of fine and magnificent fcenery.’? The author furnithes 
the traveller with fuch information as is moft neceffary, and 
guides the common eye to thofe objects which are moft worthy 
of notice. The account of Scone will ferve as a {pecimen of 
this performance. 


¢ Scone now attracts the attention of the traveller, onlyas the 
ancient refidence of the kings of Scotland, and, of confequence, 
as the fcene of many important and brilliant exploits. It ftands 
upon a gentle rifing ground, in an extenfive plain, on the banks 
of the Sey, about a mile north of Perth, enveloped by fome of 
the largeft and fineft trees in the kingdom, and beautified by-nu- 
merous fhrubs and young plantations. The palace of Scone is 
built in that noble and venerable ftile of architecture, which pre- 
vailed about the beginning of the feventeenth century. It is about 
two hundred feet in len and ane hundred in breadth’ The 
hall, or gallery, which is one’ hundred and forty feet in length, 
is adorned by paintings of # ftag-bhunt in all its various ftages — 
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of the exercife of hawking, and of>hucfing thé wild Waar and 
bull. The celebrated chair, the: palladium’ of the Scottith em- 
pire, and in: which ‘the. Scottith kings here underwent the cere. 
mony of coronation, is now one of the appendages of rdyalty in 


| Weftminfter Abbey. ; 


‘ The view from the palace, weftward, is rich and piéta- 
refque ; terminating on your left. in the hills.above the Tay and 
the Erne, which ‘here feem ¢o unite, and which; with the war 
pian mountains—the boundary to the right — form a vaft am- 

hitheatre, whofe area exhibits, befides ‘the town and bridge of 
erth, fuch a luxuriant combination of variegated enclofures of 
the moft charming verdure, villages, gentlemen's feats, cotton 
mills and bléaching greens, as is {carcely, elfewhere, to be met 
with.” Pp. 86. on 
A Treatife on Carriages. Comprehending Coaches, Chariots, Phactons, 

Currictes, whee €'c. Together with their proper Harnefs, In 

which the fair Prices of every Article art accurately fated. By 

bf og Felton, Coach-maker. °2 Vols. Sve. sh. 5s. Boards, 
rett. ' 


Some of the chief coach-makers have reviewed this book, and 
pailed it over in filence. Some other artifans fpeak of it with 
refpeé&. From good information, we are warranted to fay that the 
prices are:fair ; and we éaow that the obfervations and inftruéctions 
are judicious. ‘ Every man who may be inclined to build a car- 
riage (though there are few who in thefe times will beeager 20 


‘jucur that expenfe) will-fiad bis advantage in perufing thefe vo- 


lumes, as they juftly. appreciate the utility of many fancied im- 
provements, and give in every point the beft advice. — 


Swern! —_——_ | ii —_ 
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ANSWERS to CORRESPONDENTS. 


MRS. Bryan, while fhe returns thanks for our favourable ac- 
count of her ‘ Compendious Syftem of Aftronomy,’ is apprehen- 
five that the * corrections and animiadverfigns’ which we offered 
may * by fome people be mifconftrted,’ and that inferences may 
be made, * unfavourable to her principles of religion, and mode 
of initruéting her pupils ——two circumftances which miglit 
be very prejudicial to her im her profefion as a preceptrefs,’. But 


we do not entertain fo ill an opinion of any of our readers, as to 


fuppofe that they would mifconftrue incidental objections, not 
affe&ting the general merit of a work, into a condemnation of the 
whole, or, from fuch remarks, draw conclufions adverfe to:the 


. 


reputation of the writer. ) 
4 - eee ella ™hert 

The gentleman who has written to us from re, Wate find, 

in the prefent number, a review of the Work which. mentions. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


Lebens-be/chreibungen berithmter Manner aus den Zeiten der 
Wiederherftellung der Wiffenfchaften. Von C. Meiners. 
Zurich. 1797. 


Lives of illuftrious Men at the ZEra of the Reftoration of 
Knowledge. By C. Meiners, Privy Counfellor to the King 
of Great-Britain. 3 Vols. 8vo. Imported by Efcher. 


THE era of the reftoration of learning, and of the re- 
formation of religion, may juftly claim the particular atten- 
tion of every one who is a lover of literature, or who has a 
with to extend the. knowledge of the gofpel. Few ftudious 
perfons entirely neglect this period; but they are contented 
with fome general remarks: the reduction of Conftantinople 
by the Turks, and confequent emigration of learned Greeks, 
are fufficient grounds with ‘them for the eftablifhment of li- 
terature in the weftern part of Europe; and the wit of Eraf- 
mus, the fire of Luther, and the cruelties of Henry VIII. 
are fatisfa€tory motives for the reformation of religion, But 
the philofophical hiftorian will not be contented with thefe 
grofs ideas: he will inquire more deeply into the manners of 
the times, and of the ages which preceded fo great a revolu- 
tion in the fentiments of various nations. He will then not 
be fo much furprifed that this revolution took place at the time 
alluded to,~as that its effects fhould have been fo limited, and 
App, VoL. XXII, New Arr. L 1 
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that, in Germany, Great-Britain, and other countries, a geo- 
raphical line is the limit between very different opinions. 
Perhaps there is nothing which fo ftrongly fhows the little ufe 
made of reafon by mankind, as this fogle circumftance: 
from one village of Germany, in which you find none but 
Calvinifts, you pafs ‘into another which has none but Catho- 
lic inhabitants, and thence into another which has none but 
Lutherans; the devotees of .each party detefting the religious 
opinions of the others, and having perhaps no better ground 
for their faith, than the treaty which eftablithed, two centu- 
ries ago, the religion of their refpeCtive diftrits.  — 

The lives here recorded are not thofe of the greateft men 
who fhone in this important revolution: but the perfons fe- 
leéted had a confiderable influence upon it, and were con- 
nected with its principal events, In the firft volume, are given 
the lives of John of Ravenna, Reuchlin, and Cornelius 
Agrippa. The fecond volume contains the lives of Picus of 

Mirandula, Angelus Politianus, and Ambrofius Traverfarius, 
or Frate Ambruogio degli Agnoli; and alfo an effay on “the 
merits of the early promoters of literature in Germany, par- 
ticularly of Rudolph Agricola, and Herman von dem Bufche. 
The lait volume is dedicated entirely to Ulrich ‘von Hutten. 

. Three large volumes, thus filled, will not, we imagine, 
excite very great curiotity in the Englith reader ; and the 
manner in which the merits of the different individuals are 
difcuffed, will not bear a comparifon with the compofitions of 
a Tenhove or a Rofcoe. But, though the German biogra- 
pher 7 be thought to fail in elegance of ftyle, he amply 
compenfates the defeet by laborious inveftigation ; and, as far 
as-the knowledge of fome events is defirable, reliance ma 
be placed an this writer for the accuracy of his refearches. 
Indeed he feems to have dwelt longer than was neceflary upon 
fome topics, from a laudable defire of bringing forward his 
countrymen, particularly Ulrich, to public notice; and, if 
we are lefs interefted in his patriotic exertions, Germany con- 
tains readers, to whom all the minutiz relative to that ec- 
centric character will be pleafing. 

John.of Ravenna interefts us from the friendfhip which 
Petrarch entertained for him, though he quitted the houfe of 
his patron to ramble in queft of learning, like a knight-errant 
in fearch of adventures. Several jetters of Petrarch are in- 
troduced on the fubject of the departure of the young man ; 
and our author enters into a tedious inquiry refpecting the 
motives of the feparation. It is fufficient to pbferve, that 
John was a lad, that Petrarch was old, that the youth was 
weary of a quiet houfe, and that the Mufes, whom Petrarch 
courted, did not fuit one who wifhed to know, by experience, 
the manners of the world. 
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The chief particular which diftinguifhes Reuchlin, is his 
conteft with the divines of Cologne, in which he rendered ef- 
fential fervice to the reformation. The whole of this contro- 
verfy, which arofe from the converfion of the Jew Pfeffer- 
corn, is circumftantially given ; and references are regularl 
made to the beft authorities of thofe times, among which the 
Epiftolé obfcurorum Virorum have a confpicuous place: 
To thow how minutely accurate the writer is, we need onl 
tranfcribe three lines out Of as many pages, filled nearly in 
the fame manner with the names of Reuchlin’s friends, 


_* In Strafburg, and other cities of Alface, were Nicolaiis 
Gerbelius Brant, Winfpheling, Jacob Spiegel, Kircher, Sa- 
pidus,; Wolfgang Angit, Jacob Sturm, Lucas Barodius, and 
Johannes Ruferus.’ hea 


The life of Agrippa gives our author an opportunity of 
fhowing his extenfive reading in works concerning the black 
art, and of defcribing the manners of an age; in which the 
belief of witchcraft and magic was not, as with us, confined 
_ to diftant ‘villages, but reigned triumphant in the courts. of 
princes: But Agrippa had merit as a {cholar ; and his work 
on the Vanity of Learning proves him to have been a man of 
a capacious mind. Upon this work M. Meiners dilates too 
copioutly ; arid he introduces remarks, which fome may deem 
hoftile to freedom of fentiment, though others may view 
them in a different lights | 


‘ It fhows great ‘toleration,’ (he fays) ‘ that Agrippa, for 
his chapter on the heads of the church, was not burned; at 
a time, indeed, when every refle€tion on the heads of the 
church muft havé been as-dangerous, as any femarks at pre- 
fent on the governors of the {tate.’ 


In Germany, however, the fairs of Leipfic and Frankfort 
would render the attempts af an attorney-gencral to fupprefs 
a pamphlet ineffectual. : : | 

‘ From the patronage,’ .(he fays in another place) * which 
the moft famous poets and friends of literature beftowed on 
the reformation, leartiing was for a long time, in the fixteenth 
century, as liable to fufpicion as philofophy now is, becaufe 
the promoters of the revolution in France named as their 
heads feveral great-philofopliers, or at leaft {uch perfons as 
wete by others efteemed philofophers.’ 


As the magical writings of Agrippa have been well ftudied 


by our author, the whole of the fyftem is explained in a 
very clear manner. From feveral paflages we learn; that 


* Agrippa fearched for kpoweicer with the utmoft induftry 
12 








484 Meiners? Lives of illuftrious Men. 


in every quarter, many the cabalifts, as well as, the’ new ‘~~ 


Platonifts — among the Arabians as well as the magical fcho- 
laftics of the middle ages. ‘Though he refembled moft of. his 
magical brethren in pretending to know aud regulate things 
which he neither knew nor could regulate, yet he differs from 
them at leaft in the arrangement apd clearnefs of his pro- 
pofitions, and ftill more in the art of rendering acceptable. 
the moft incredible wonders, either by examples drawn from 
the {criptures, or by probable analogies derived from common 
experience. The whole world is chapged by him into fairy 
Jand —all the laws of nature are in an inftant arrefted or per- 
verted —every creature is the focus or inftrument of wonder 
ful powers and actions. ‘The earth is every thing by the in- 
fluence of heaven and heavenly bodies ; and all the heavenly 
- bodies and fpirits muft in return obey the magician and the 
forcerer. Notwithftanding thefe abfurdities, the work of 
Agrippa received the applaufes of men moft eminent for their 
learning in all parts of Europe ; and this is a proof how {mall 
at that time were the beginnings of true knowledge, and of 
an accurate infight into nature and man.’ 


We agree with the biographer, that Agrippa, as a teacher 
and a writer, has done more harm than good to mankind. 
The errors, which he blamed in others, had been long at- 
tacked ; and thofe which: he countenanced and promoted were 
more dangerous. ‘* The fecret focieties which he eftablithed 
~in France, Italy, England, and Germany, were the firft of 
that kind which had been formed by a man of letters ; and they 
were, without doubt, the origin of all thofe which-have ex- 
ifted in Jater times.’ To him, therefore, we are indebted for 
our Caglioftros, our illuminati, and perhaps for the dreams of 
Swedenborg. | ‘ 

The life of Picus of Mirandula is diftinguifhed by the ex- 
traordinary virtues and extenfive Jearning of ‘this prince, and 
by. the nine hundred propofitions which he offered to ‘defend 
in public, and for the difcuffion of which he invited difpd- 
' tants from all parts of the world, whofe expenfes in repairing 
to Rome he himfelf was willing to defray. , 


‘If, in our times, (it is remarked) a young prince on his 
travels, or a young man of letters, fhould offer, in one of the 
capitals of Europe, to difpute publicly on many hundred pro- 
pofitions in various languages and fciences, fuch a champion 
would be confidered as either a madman or a fool, who fought 
for honour in points from which true glory could not be ac- 

quired. In the time of Picus, though the learning of the old 
{chool was upon the decline, men thought otherwife. The 

reateft knawledge of ancient languages, and of authors of 
icholaftic theology or philofophy, was not fo favourably 7e- 














Meiners? Lives of illufirious Men. 485 


ceived, as an extraordinary degree of. {kill in the art of the 
ancient fophifts to {peak extemporaneoufly on all fubjects, to 
defend and contend for every thing. In the latter half of the’ 
fifteenth century, and the former divifion of the fixteenth, arofe 
men in every part of Europe, who gave themfelves out, like 

the ancient fophifts, for perfons of univerfal fcience, and who 

directed their fteps chiefly to Italy, to diiplay, in the principal 

cities and the moft eminent f{chools of that country, their learn- 

ing, their eloquence, and their invincible talent in difputation. 

In Italy fuch men were efteemed as gods ; and, in thefe cir- 

cumftances, nothing was more natural or more pardonable, 

than that a young and ambitious man, who wifhed for diftinc- 

tion among his learned contemporaries, fhould conceive the 

plan of laying down an extraordinary number of propofitions, 

felected from all ages, fciences, and languages, for difputation. 

Thefe thefes muft conyince every one, that the propofer was 

not only deeply {killed in fchool philofophy and theology, but 

alfo in mathematics, in the cabaliftic art, in magic, and in 

other {ciences of ancient nations ; not only, that he was mafter 

of the Greek, Latin, and Parifian fchool languages, but was 

verfed alfo in thofe of the Eaft. So extenfive a knowledge as 

this, none of the men, whom Picus emulated, had hitherto 

attained.’ 


Amidft fuch a number of propofitions, it would be very ex- 
traordinary, if all could in thefe times be maintained, or could 
in thofe times efcape the fufpicion of herefy: but Picus was a 
true fon of the church, and had a falvo, which might be a 
fufficient fcreen to him im the moft heterodox opinions. ‘ In 
all,’ fays he, ‘ I lay down nothing for certain or probable, 
but as far as the holy catholic church deems it true or pro- 
bable, and as it is in the opinion of its worthy head the pon- 
tiff Innocent the VIIIth, to whofe judgment, he, who doth not 
fubmit his own, has no judgment at all.’ We fee the folly 
of thofe times, and bait at ancient manners; but where is 
the country or fe&t in which a-fimilar confidence in the opi- 
nions of others is not exaéted or recommended? The difpu- 
tation never took place ; but, as was natural, the fubjects gave 
occafion for a variety of difcuffions ; and his holinefs thought 
himfelf bound to interfere. This pontiff, who was a great 
believer in witchcraft, and who fent the firft judges of that 
fuppofed crime into Germany, filenced the prince ; who, not 
entirely juftifying himfelf till the reign of his fucceffor, conti= 
nued by his writings to increafe his fame. From this time, 
he dedicated himfelf chiefly to theology, and to an afcetic life, 
Of his theology we may form a judgment from the following 
extract. 


‘ There are undoubtedly,’ fays Picus, ‘ three different 
L13 
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worlds —the corporeal, the heavenly, and the fupet-celeftia? 
or intelle€tual, or, as the theologifts fay, the angelical world. 
Thefe three worlds make one complete world; not ofily: be- 
caufe they ‘have one creator and end, but becaufe there 1s no- 
thing in any. one of thefe worlds, which is not to be found in the 
‘others; with this difference, indeed, that what is in the infe- 
rior is more perfeét in the fuperior worlds. Thus, the ele- 
mental warmth in our world is, in the heavenly, a warming 
faculty, and, in the intellectual, a mere idea of warmth. In 
our world is merely elemental fire; in the heavenly is the fun; 
above the iassedly is the feraphical fire, or pure intelleé. 
How different are the fires of thefe three-worlds' The ele- 
mental fire burns, the heavertly enlivens, the fuper-celeftial 
enraptures. There is water on earth; and there is water in 
heaven, namely, the moon, the mover and governor of the 
earthly water. There is, laftly, water above the heaven — 
} mean feraphical fpirits. Here, alfo, we fee the difference of 
thefe objects in different worlds, The earthly water oppreffes 
vital heat; the heavenly nourifhes it; the fuper-celeftial proves’ 
it. In the firft world is God, the firft unity, which ftands 
above the nine hofts of angels, and, though immovable, moves 
every thing towards itfelf. In the middle world is the empy- 
teum, which leads the nine heavenly fpheres, as a general 
leads his army, and is itfelf immovable, whilft all other bodies 
are inceffantly revolving round it. In the elementary world. 
we remark, befides the firft matter, nine fpheres or orbits of 
changeable things. . Three of them are lifelefs ; and thefe are 
elements; the perfeét bodies are formed out of thefe elements, 
#nd then fuch as are imperfe&t. Three others have life ;.trees, 
fhrubs, and plants. ‘The three laft have feeling or fenfation, 
either imperfectly, as the zoophytes ; others indeed perfectly, 
but ftill within the limits of unreafoning fouls; the laft having 
a feeling like human reafon, which is capable of human ii- 
firuction and knowledge.’ ast | ’ 


» Man is.alfo a*world by himfelf; and all thefe effufions 
of fancy receive fupport, according to Picus, from feripture. 
But why fhonld we expect much judgment from a man wha 
was a devourer of books, and took nothing amifs which came, 
in his way? The writings of Plato, or the works of Scotus 
and Albert — the orations of Demofthenes, or the riddles of 
the Thalmudifts — all were equal food to his infatiable ap- 
petite. His different writings are well appreciated by our au- 
thor, to whom great praife is due, for having with fuch un-, 
wearied patience waded through whatever could throw any 
light on the character or fentiments of-this literary hero. 
_ Politian was patronifed by Lorenzo de’ Medici, and clofed 
the eyes of his dying friénd. His zeal for the explanation of 
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ancient authors, and for the general promotion of learning, 
may cover his-vanity, as well as other faults which his enemies 
have affociated with his charaéter. His failings, as well, as 
his merits, are accurately inveftigated; and fome fpeci- 
mens of his vanity are exhibited in his letfers to the king 
of sg which the limits of our plan do not permit us to 
extract. Every lover of Greek literature is: particularly inter- 
efted in the lite of Politian ; and, in a parallel between him 
and the firfi Greek fchplat now living, the difference in the 
charaGter of the prefent and the fixteenth century might be 
ftrikingly elucidated. : 

Ambrofius is little known; and his monaftic difputes are no 

longer intétefting: but the pains which he took in collecting, 
copying, and collating manufcripts, givé him a diflinguithed 
place iy the republic’ of letters; and M. Meiners makes this 
part of his work more interefting by dilating on the merits of 
thofe. men, who, in thefe occupations, which are now fearcel 
the objects of any attention, laid the foundations of all our 
literature. We, who fee books daily multiplying around us, 
have an inadequate idea of the ftate of a man of letters, whofe 
whole property could not purchafe the book which he want- 
ed. A good hand in copying was a material circumttance to 
every one who withed to increafe his library. Even pens and 
ink, we are informed, were fo valuable, that Ambrofius, on 
fending a bundle of pens to his brother at Venice, defired him 
to preient one to his friend Niccoli; and.a bottle of ink was 
not then to be purchafed in every country-town. 
. The concluding part of the fecond volume contains a very 
interefting account of the firft promoters of ftudy and lite- 
rature in the north of Germany, Amorig thofe who inter 
efted thémfelves in the introduction of the learned languages 
into that country, and the eftablifhment of fchools for the in- 
ftruction of the laity, Agricola and- Herman von dem Bufche 
are defervedly entitled to the greateft praife. At thismmoment 
Germany feels the benefit of their exertions, The numerous 
fchools in that country have diffufed among all ranks a greater 
portion of knowledge thaii is to be found in other parts; bur 
the prevalence of bad forms of government, the divifion of the 
community into nobles and ignobles, and the number of {mall 
principalities, prevent the empire from enjoying the full effect 
of fuch fupetior advantages in education.. 

But Ulrich von Hutten is our author’s hero. He is tepre- 
fented as the defender of the liberty of oer: the dehverer 
of his country; without whom Reuchlin could not have tri- 
umphed over the mendieants; Hér Luther over the court of 
Rome. Every eircuinftance in the life of this reniarkable 
man is invéftigated with my. and fome particulars are 
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detailed with prolixity, which, in the opinion of many, do not 
place the hero’s charaéter in the beft point of view. The 

enerality of readers will, perhaps, be beft pleafed with the re- 
A concerning the Epi/fole obfcurorum Virorum, which 
M. Meiners feems to have eftablifhed on good grounds as the 
joint work of Ulrich and Crotus Rubianus, alias John Jeger, 
of Dornheim in Theuringen. The productions of each, ac- 
cording to our author, may eafily be diftinguifhed. Wherever 
we are ftruck with the ‘ peculiar levity, rapidity, and force of 
the ftyle— with a certain foldier-like boldnefs and unclerical 
humour, in obfcene jefts and pictures, and comical reprefen- 
- tations of faints, reliques, &c.— with no {mall degree of keen- 
nefs in the relation of laughable anecdotes,—with a know- 
ledge of Italy, to be obtained only by experience,—with a 
pleafant explanation and derivation of words in the flyle of 
the monkifh fchools ;—in all thefe places, the hand of our 
hero may be traced.’ Thefe paffages, with a few traits of his 
life, his bravery in feveral rencontres, his manly conduct 
when his coufin was murdered by the duke of Wirtemberg, 
and his pitiful complaints of his fufferings under the venereal 
difeafe, difplay the inconfiftency of his character. He culti- 
vated letters ; he amufed himfelf with the follies and! ig- 
norance of the priefts ; he expofed them both in Latin and his’ 
own language; and thus was ufeful to the reformation, by 
employing his powers of ridicule, where reafoning could not 
avail. While Erafmus, in a more polifhed manner, was un- 
dermining the influence of Rome in every court of Europe, 
Ulrich, by his poetry, which was fuited to German boors, 
and to the nobles, moft of whom were in their manners little 
fuperior to boors, made the frippery of Rome the jeft of every 
village. He was himfelf a nobleman, according to the Ger- 
man ftyle; ad the nobles in Germany are more numerous 
than, though not fo refpeétable as, the provincial efquires of 
England. At one time he hefitated, whether he fhould retire 
from the ftation which he held in the fervice of a prince, and 
employ himfelf entirely in literature ; but, in an epiftle to his 
friend Pirkheimer, he intimates his intention of ‘continuing, 
though not for life, in the precinéts ofa court. * You fee,’ fays 
he, ‘ that I have this year produced feveral {mall works ; and 
I hope that in future I may produce ftill more, when I thall 
be accuftomed to the buftle of a court; from which, however, 
Ican eafily withdraw myfelf. I owe it to myfelf, to my fa- 
mily, and particularly to f{cience, not to trouble myfelf too» 
long with active life. It is not fufficient for me to fhine with 
the merits and honours of my anceftors. 1 defpife nobility 
arifing from the chance of birth, when it is not fupported by 
perfonal merit. I will, as far.as poffible, be noble\by my. own, 
deferts, and leave to moy pfterity more than I derived from my 
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anceftors.’ Being advifed to live on his eftate, he thus replies 
to his friend: : i 


‘ Shall I then live entirely on my eftate? ‘No life is fo 
reftlefs and fatiguing as ours upon our lands ; and you greatly 
mifconceive our fituation, if you think that we poffefs in our 
caftles that repofe and fecurity which you enjoy in your noble 
metropolis. The ruftics, from whom we derive our fufte- 
nance, are extremely poor: what we procure from them is 
very little ; and for that little we are under perpetual anxiety. 
We mutt, befides, put ourfelves under the protection of fome 
prince ; and then it may happen, that, if I leave my place for 
a fhort time, I may fall into the hands of thofe with whom my 
chieftain is at variance. To prevent fuch an accident, we 
keep at a great expenfe a large houfehold and many horfes, 
We cannot go two fteps from our manfions, without being 
armed from head to foot. Thus haraffed, we vifit our 
neighbours, we hunt, or we fifth. Every day fome difputes . 
occur between our own and the neighbouring boors, which 
we muft determine. Whether we give way a little, or ftand 
too feverely upon our rights, fimilar or greater complaints 
arife. ‘This is the repofe, thefe are the enjoyments, of rural 
Life:. Even our manfions are lefs built for enjoyment, than 
tor fafety.. Stables and barns occupy the greateft fpace. 
Every where is the nafty fmell of dirt; and we are incom- 
moded with the effluvia of ftalls or dunghills. Inceffantly are 
our ears tormented with the bleating of fheep, the barking of 
dogs, the bellowing of oxen, and (on my eftate, which borders 
on immenfe forefis) with the howling of wolves. ‘Thus 
every day brings with it peculiar trouble and forrow, befides 
peculiar reftlefsnefs from the perpetual flux and reflux of 
comers and goers, among whom not a few are robbers and 
murderers. Yet, into fuch aden of thieves would you ftuff 
me for all my days.’ 


This defcription of a country life in the days of chivalry 
differs widely from modern pictures. 

About this time, Ulrich recovered from his venereal com- 
plaint, which had tormented him for about eight years; and 
his biographer gives an account of it with the fame exactnefs 
as if he were a member of the college of phyficians, defcribing 
a cafe for the confideration of his brethren. From this time 
he was fully employed in his fatirical writings, from which ° 
copious extraéts are given; but the moft material are his 
verfes in the vulgar tongue, entitled a ‘Complaint of the im- 
moderate and unchriftian Power of the Pope at Rome, and 
the unclerical Clergy’ (ungerfilichen geifilichen, the unfpiritual 
fpirituals). In this poem, the ftyle of which refembles that 
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of the ballad of Chevy-Chafe, monks, priefts, bifhops; and 
popes, are treated with little pte The negotiators in 
y 


the convention at Raftadt will probably ufe his words in the 
approaching fecularifation of the ecclefiaftical ftates. « Ger- 


‘any cannot be free and happy, unlefs the chains of popith 


tyranny be broken, the priefts kept to their proper duty, the 
immoderate revenues of the bifhops and monks, as well as the 
dead capital of the churches, turned to ufeful purpofes, and all 
the clerical orders entirely {wept away.’ 


The reformer was not content with mere writing: he cons 
fidered the power of the pope and his dependents as a tyranny 
which ought to be refifted by the fword; and he endeavoured 
to incite the nobility to join againft what he called the ifelefs 
orders. Luther oppofed his friend’s plan of calling in the 
{word to the aid of the gofpel, but in vain ; for Ulrich, with 
Francis of Sichingen, made fome hoftile incurfions, and raifed 
contributions on the convents of the enemy. .But Sichingen 
{oon met with a warrior’s death, and Ulrich retired to Baiil: 
but his friend Erafmus, fearful of the papifts, refufed to re- 
ceive his vilits; and, in a fhort time, a hint was given him to 
withdraw from the city. Thence he went to Zurich, and 
died foon after (in Auguft, 1523), on an ifland in the lake of 
Zurich. | | 
~ Our readers, we prefume, will not vindicate the falfe he- 
roifm of Ulrich; much lefs will they prefer it to the fpirit of 
Luther. Our author draws a comparifon between theie re- 
formers, and fhows, with great judgment, in what each ex- 
celled, and what allowances may be made for each from the 
temper of the times. His conclufions oni the nature of revo- 
lutions abound with good fenfe ; but, alas! 


‘1am perfuaded (fays he), that the revolutions which have 
occurred will be no warning to pofterity, nor prevent here- 
after a fingle revolution. Good and wife governors, and their 
confidential counfellors, never wait till abufes become fo great 
as to excite loud clamours-among all claffles of people, efpe- 
cially among thofe whofe knowledge, talents, and fentiments, 
men are inclined to honour. On the contrary, ignorant, un 
patriotic, and obftinate poffeffors of power, like the courtiets 
of Leo the Tenth and Louis the Sixteenth, would always think, 
that the complaints of the difcontented are of no confequence ; 
but, when they can no longer indulge fuch an opinion, they 
will endeavour to filence the.complainers, now not to be fub- 
dued, Unavoidable are revolutions at that period, when abufes, 
and the advantages derived from abufes, are fo great, and the 
perfons profiting by. thefe advantages fo numerous, that no 
one, according to the courfe of nature, can expect, that fo 
many felf-interefted men fhould refign benefits which they 
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havé obtained from mifunderftood or ufurped rights! Thu’ ir 
was at the time of the reformation. Ifa real‘ Chriftian hézd 
like Hadrian, the fucceffor of Leo the Tenth, had refolvéd to 
hear and remove thé complaints of the nations; fuch a pope 
foon found, that the reft of the clergy would never agree to the 
correction of abufes, by which the difcontent of the people 
might be appeafed. The Romanifts, loft to religion, and pro- 
fligate in their morals, would, as Ulrich juftly remarked, have 
offered up with thé greateft readinefs all their creéds, and’ have 
received the new gofpel of Luther, if, with’ thefe offerings and 
this exchange of feitiments, they could have retained their 
former government, their annates, their pails; their mdal- 
gences, and their profitable trumpery. Thefe laft’ abufes, 
for fuch men as had either introduced or enjoyed them, 
were too advantageous to be removed by any other means 
than actual force.’ 


From the extraéts which we have given, and the incidental 
remarks interfperfed, our readers will not be at a lofs. for our 
opinion of this work. As a fpecimen of indefatigable. in- 
duftry, it deferves high praife; as a model of tafte, we can- 
not recommend it. To all who with for a more complete 
infight into the reformation on the continent, it will be parti- 
cularly ufeful; and the more fo, as in no other work will be 
found fuch correct lifts of the writings of all the perfons 
whofe lives are publifhed in thefe volumes. | As it is, we, un- 
derftand, the intention of certain perfons to publifh a new 
and general biographical diGtionary, the work before us. will 
véry much affift them in their labours; and, after the cor- 
rections which we may expect from the good tafte of the edi- 
tors, we may conclude that it will be more pleafing in the 
Englifh than in the origifial language. 





ouveau Voyage autour du Monde, en Afie, en Amérique, et en 
Afrique, en 1788, 1789, et 1790; précédée d'un Toys en 
dialie et en Sicile, en 1787 ; avec un Recueil de tout ce que 
lés Voyageurs ont publié de plus curieux fur toutes les Parties 
du Globe, excepté [ Europe, Jur leur Arts, leurs Sciences, 
leurs Produ&ions Commerciales et Naturelles, leurs Meaewrs et 
leurs Ufages ; ainfi que I’ Hiftoire de leurs Gouvernemens an- 
ciens et modernes. Par F. Pages. Paris. 


A New Voyage round the World, in 1788—9Qo; preceded bya 
Tour into Italy and Sicily; with a Seleétion of the mofi cu- 

rious Remarks of Travellers relative to the Arts, , Sciences, 

&c. of all Parts.of the Globe, except Europe. 3 Vols. 8v0. 
18s. fewed. Imported by De Boffe. 1797. 


; MANY of our readers have prcoanly heard of the pres 
tend d voyage of Gemelli Carreri round the world, The ac- 
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counts of that writer. were long confidered as the produce of’ 
actual obfervation ; but it was at length difcovered that he had 
bortowed information from others, and was a compiler rather 
than a traveller. In the work which is now befere us, M. 
Pagés appears to have, ina great meafure, followed the fame 
plan: but, as we may fairly conclude, that he was ftudious of 
the acquifition of accurate intelligence, his work claims fome 
attention, 

The account of Geneva, with which the work commences, 
is in fome refpects fuperfeded by occurrences fubfequent to the 
year 1787, to which time the fketch relates.. The fame re- 


mark may be extended to many of the Italian flates which are 
. here mentioned. 


In the defcription of Sicily, the writer is guilty of a ftrange 
omiffion with regard to Meffina. He {peaks of this city after 
the earthquake of 1783, as if no fuch accident had happen- 
ed, though the effects of it were very injurious in that town 
and neighbourhood. 

In entering upon the tour of the world, he directs his courfe 
from Marfeilles to the Levant. He briefly defcribes the ifle of 
Cyprus, and quickly leads us into Egypt. Paffing over his 
fuperficial account of this territory, we proceed with him, by 
a retrograde motion, to Greece. After giving a fketch of the 
ancient governments of Sparta and Athens, and alfo (without 
due connection) of the Carthaginian polity, he thus mentions 
the prefent remains of the chief towns of the two former 


ftates. 
‘ The few veftiges of the city of Sparta ftill fubfifting, are 


chiefly broken columns, with their {cattered cornices and capi- 
tals. The form of the theatre is yet difcernible, as well as that 
of the circus. ‘The theatre meafured 250 paces in the wideft 
part ; its walls were compofed of beautiful hewn itone, and 
its fteps were of marble. Before it are many fragments of 
pillars and pieces of brick, faid to be the reliques of the tomb 
of Paufanias, 
‘ Some traces of ancient Athens are ftill vifible ; and the 
few ruins which appear are at once teftimonials of its former 
lory, and proofs of the barbarifm of its conquerors. The 
Beuatibin of the modern town is the fame with that of the old 
city, except that it occupies a much f{maller fpace. The cita- 
del ftands upon a craggy rock; and, fome years ago, the 
afcent to it was by three fuperb porticoes, on which were: 
groupes of figures in baffo-relievo : thefe, without doubt, 
were the admired veftibules which coft above 20,000 talents. 
—Of the theatre of Bacchus, near the walls of the citadel, 
there are fome remains; but the Lantern of Demofthenes and 


the Tower of the Winds are more beautiful, as well as in better 
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prefervation.—Near the Eleufinian gate are the ruins of a vefs 
tibule which belonged to the temple of Jupiter Olympius ; 
‘rand, at a {mall diftance, is a portico of the temple of The- 
feus, adorned with mafterly fculptures, which the lapfe of 
time has little injured.’ 


The account of Turkey is not ill written ; but it contains 
fome erroneous ftatements. In the defcription of Perfia, we 
have the following character of the inhabitants, ‘They are, 
in general, well made, handfome, and naturally ftrong ; but 
their vigor is impaired by their propenfity to love and plea- 
fure. The have a quicknefs of comprehenfion, and an 
acutenefs of intellect : they are affable, polite in their deport - 
ment, and apparently mild ; but they are indolent, vain, felf- 
ith, and deceitful.’—It is added, that ‘they are more prone to 
amorous indulgences than ‘any other oriental nation, and more 
addicted to jealoufy ;’ but it does not appear that they are 
more fenfual or more jealous than their Turkith neighbours. 

In the furvey of India, it is affirmed, that the great Mogul 
has a revenue of about 1600 millions of livres, and that-his 
military force confifts of goo,coo men. But, before the time 
to which the fuppofed tour is affigned, the Mogul had become 
avery poor and contemptible prince, and a mere cipher in 
that peninfula which his anceftors had ruled. 

In {peaking of the ifle of Sumatra, he reprefents it as larger 
than, England: but he might have faid that it exceeds all 
Great-Britain in extent. He ftates, that the king of Achem, 
in that ifland, maintains above 800 women in his feraglio, 
many of whom ‘ mount guard day and night’ in the interior 
of the palace. The latter circumftance is corroborated by the 
mention of a female guard (in the narrative-of the late Britith 
embaffy to China), as belonging to the chief prince of the 
neighbouring ifland of java. 

Of the very extenfive ifland of Borneo, the account is too 
brief ; and the defcription of Celebes is reprehenfible on the 
fame ground. In the fketch of the Philippine ifles, the death 
of Magellan is reprefented as thé effet of the inhuman perfidy 
of the king of.Zebu, who ordered him to be murdered at an 
entertainment : but, as writers vary confiderably with regard to 
the place, the manner, and the authors of his death, this inti- 
mation ought to have been accompanied with expreflions of 
doubt, inftead of being given as if the circumftance were an 
unqueftionable fad. : 

The kingdom of Siam is defcribed with apparent accuracy. 
That of Boutan being lefs known, the account here given is 
lefs deferving of credit. Of the inhabitants of thefe and other 
Afiatic regions, M. Pagés obferves, that, ‘ though nature has 
lavifhed her treafures upon them, and though there are fome 
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inftitutions and.ufages among them which we {hould do well 
fo imitate, they aré greatly inferior to the mations that have 
produced a Newton, a Leibnitz, a Montefquieu, a Buffon; 
a Rouffeau, and a Fenelon. It is by the cultivation of the 
atts and fciences; that fome communities are  diflinguifhed 
from, and rendered fuperior to, athers:s How great is the dif- 
ference, in point of knowledge and attainment, between thefe 
nations and thofe of Europe ; between their aftrology ‘and 
true aftronomy, their calculations and thofe of our mathema- 
ticians, their artillery atid onrs!? 

We thal! pafs over his accuunt of Chiria; as it contains fo- 
thing which can correct or improve our late intelligence refpect- 
ing that empire. From the Japanefe iflands he conduéts ts | 
into Tartary ; but he does not add to our knowledge of that 

tt of the world. From the northern parts of Europe, he 

teers to the weftward, and examines the regions of America: 
We are furprifed to find him {peaking of Quebec as if it had 
ftill belonged to his countrymen at the time of his fuppofed 
vifit. Other inadvertencies are alfo obfervable ; -but we may 
confider his pleafing view of the United States as making 
fome compenfation. : : 

After the mention of the moft remarkable particulars which 
concern the Mexican ‘provinces, the writer takes a tranfient 
glance at the Weft-Indian iflands. ‘ We have feen (he fays) 
extenfive diftri€ts covered with herds of flaves, and three- 
fourths of the whole number of inhabitants changed into 
beafts of burthen for the fervice of the other fourth, We 
have feen, notwitkftanding the imperious influence of cli- 
mate, European: manners tranfported into America. We 
have feen the inactive and haughty Spaniard purchafing with 

old a luxury which his indolence would have denied him; 
the Englifhman, an enemy to repofe and to conftraint, ap- 
pearing even more anxious for the extenfion of his commerce 
than for his liberty and his fame ; the Frenchman, volatile, 
lively, adventurous, combining luxury with warlike as well as 
commercial enterprifes. But we could not furvey thefe iflands 
without a frequent recollection of the fevere fate, almoft 


amounting to extirpation, of their ancient poffeffors [for the 
original in this place ough to be anciens poffeffeurs, not an- 


ciennes poffeffions], the Caraibes, a famous race of Indians, 
and the mildeft of men, though they have been teprefented as 
cannibals by their inhuman’ perfecutors.’ | 
South-America occupies a very {mall portion of the work: 
but many parts of Africa are copioufly deferibed. Of the 
reat defert to the north of Nigritia or Negro-land, the au- 


thor thus fpeaks. ‘¢ The tra& formerly called the Libyan de- 


fert is flat, fandy, and barren. The caravans that traverfe it 
are obliged to explore their way by the compafs. Many 
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perfons perith on.thefe occafions for want of water : others 
are overwhelmed by the fands. ‘There .is only.one town in 
this territory ; and its inhabitants are very poor, The pro- 
duce of the tract confifts only of millet, dates, and a few 
olives. ‘The people who are difperfed about it are a mixture 
of Moors and Arabs. They are divided into tribes, each he- 
ing governed by a chief, who is generally the moft opulent 
individual of the tribe. Their villages are a mere affemblage 
of tents, forming a.circle, the centre of which is occupied 
during the night -by cattle. When thefe animals have con- 
fumed all the pafturage of a canton, their owners repair to 
another diftriét.. The women and children aré placed in pan- 
niers, upon camels; the tents and furniture are carried by 
oxen ; and the men of the tribe, mounted upon horfes, con- 
duct the troop. This erratic life has fome attractions. It 
procures hew neighbours and new accommodations, and 
opens new profpects.’ : 

The work concludes with general refleCtions adapted to the 
fubje&t. The. effects of the voyages: of captain Cook, and 
the refult of other expeditions, are imveftigated ; and various 
conclufions are drawn. The publication, upon the whole, has 
fufficient gnerit to atone for errors and imperfections. 
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Speculative Pidiure of Europe. Small 8vo. 45. Sewed, 
Imported by De Boffe. 1798. 


THE military, political, and literary talents of the déline- 
ator of this fketch, combine to render him refpeétable, what- 
ever may be thought of his integrity or the purity of his 
morals. His obfervations, therefore, on recent occurrences, 
and his fpeculations on probable events, may be’ expected to 
involve good hints and fagacious conjectures, though all his 
fuggeftions may not be equally judicious. 

In his preliminary difcourfe, he takes notice of the: late cam= 

aign in Italy and Germany, and applauds the addrefs of 
hasriapasie in refcuing himfelf from a fituation of extreme 
danger, and intimidating, as well as alluring, the court of 
Vienna into a peace. After fome remarks upon the treaty 
between the French and the emperor, he refers to the rife of 
that revolutionary fpirit which has produced fuch wonderful 
elfeéts. 

‘ The tranquillity of a great part of Europe (he fays) had 
for its batfis the treaty of Wefiphalia; but the treaty cone 
cluded at Vienna in 1756, by which the interefts of the 
houfes of Auftria and Bourbon were united, deftroyed that 
‘foundation of European fecurity, fubjected the French court 
to the political influence of its new ally, engaged it in expen- 
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five and calamitous wars, and, by a gradual train of confe- 
uences, led to the French rewobotion: The tranquillity of 
, Ry feas and the colonies of Europeans had for its bafis the 
treaty of Utrecht. But the revolt of the Americans, and the 
alliance which Louis XVI. formed with them, créated a new 
independent nation, expanded in France the germ of révo- 
lution, and impaired commercial and colonial fecurity.’ 7 
He agrees with us in the opinion which we have con- 
flantly maintained, that it was highly expedient for other 
powers to forbear all-interference in the affairs of France, at 
the eruption.of the revolutionary volcano. 


‘ If foreign powers (he obferves) nad remained mere fpec- 
tators of the revolution, it would only have operated, in a 
confiderable degree, upon the French themfelves; its confe- 
quences would have been very flow in their progrefs ; its in- 
fluence upon the reft of Europe would have been {carcely 
perceptible, and could only have been mild and benignant, be- 
caufe it would not have been accompanied with extravagance 
of opinions, with crimes, diforders, or mafiacres.’ 


But it is now too late to urge fuggeftions of this kind. 

The pamphlet confifts of fifteen chapters, which are de- 
‘voted to the concerns of the fame number of powers. 
Auftria is the firft in the catalogue, and France clofes the lift. 

Though M. Dumouriez thinks that the emperor has greatly 
profited by the refult of the war, he does not confider that 
prince as in a ftate of fecurity. His ‘ natural enemies’ are 
the Turks, Ruffians, and Pruffians ; but his greateft danger is 
on the fide of Italy. The Venetians, though they may now 
‘regard him as their deliverer,’ will foon be galled by his 
yoke, and will feek an opportunity of fhaking it off; and, 
when fuch an event fhall have taken place, the fpirit of in- 
furre€tion will extend itfelf into his hereditary dominions. It 
is poffible, indeed, that he may, inftead of lofing his new ac- 

uifitions, add to them a more confiderable part of Italy; but 
this chance is lefs probable than the former rifque. 

With refpect to the king of Pruffia, it is fuppofed, that, in 
the approaching partition of Germany, an extenfive tract in 
the nofthern parts of the empire, including Hanover, will be 
affigned to him by the French, as a recompenfe for his ceffion 
of territory on the left bank of the Rhine. This writer, how- 
ever, exprefies his hope, that the young monarch will not 
enter into fuch an agreement with the republicans, or give 
‘way to any of their unjuftifiable fchemes; but that he will 

urfue a more manly and honourable courfe, and take arms 


without delay againit an ambitious foe. 
‘ If he fhould adopt this refolution, he may allay thofe de- 
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mocratic agitations which threaten to convulfe the empire ; 
he will rally around him the northern potentates and the 
German princes ; he may refcue England from peril: in fhort; 
he may fave Europe, and preferve’‘law, morals, and royalty, 
from violation or ruin: On the other hand, if he fhould not 
exert himielf at this crifis, he will become a victim to the re- 
yolution, and will have been the promoter of his own ruin.’ 


The determination of the Pruffian cabinet is yet uncertain ; 
but the king may perhaps think, that peace and alliance with 
France will contribute more to his fecurity than the affumption 
of arms. 

Our author thus blames the conduct of the princes of the 
empire. 

‘ The members of the Germanic body (he fays) have. ill 
coalefced, have ill concerted their operations, and have aban- 
doned each other, when the general good appeared to be in« 
compatible with private intereft, well or ill underftood,’ 


He remarks, profpectively, that 


‘ the conftitution of the empire, its ecclefiaftical ftates, prin+ 
cipalities, and free ‘cities, will be annihilated by the peace of 
Raftadt, if the convention fhould take effect: the title of em- 
peror will become an empty honour, and will even fall into 
difufe ; and Germany will be divided into feven fovereignties. 
Perhaps, however’ (he conjectures), ‘the people will refufe to 
acquiefce in the fyftem of partition. Threatened with a 
change of fovereigns without being confulted on the fubje, 
they will prefer a itate of democracy; and the means of fuc- 
ceeding in that purfuit are now fo obvious, that a province 
may, almoft inflantaneoufly, be revolutionifed.’ 


This politician had finifhed his chapter on the affairs of 
Switzerland, when new intelligence of the fate of that re- 
public reached him. We fhall only quote the addition which 
he then made. 


‘If Switzerland, by this fudden revolution, fhould contrac&t a 
clofer bond of union; if the utter extinction of her federality, 
always weak and ill-cemented, fhould be the confequence ; if 
fhe (hould have the prudence and f{pirit not to fuffer herfelf to 
be difmembcred, or to be deprived of her indépendence ; ‘the 
mifchief will not be very great. But it is more probable, that 
the French will retain more than a mere influence over the 
Swifs, and that the violent democratifation of the ‘latter wil 
accelerate the fubjection of Germany to a iimilar fate, unlefs, 
by the fuccefs of a general war againft the former, in whith 
the haraffed and plundered Swifs may bear a part, an univer- 
fal peace fhall be effeted on terms confiftent with juftice and 
modefation.” 3 
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- Under the head of Italy, the character of the people is well 
fketched; and the poo ftate of the country, at the com- 


mencement of the French revolution, is properly noticed. In 
his view of the exifting principalities and new democratic 
ftates in that part of Europe, the author expreffes his opinion, 
that the dukedom of Tufcany is in a precarious ftate ; — that 
the territories of the king of Sardinia and the duke of Parma 
are alfo in great danger of being republicanifed ;—that, if 
peace fhould be concluded at Raftadt, the French will take an 
opportunity of dethroning the’king of Naples ; but that, if a 

eneral war fhould be re-kindled, this prince may prove the 
Shi devel of Italy ;— that the Cis-Alpine republic would ea- 

erly purfue fchemes of ambitious encroachment on the neigh- 
ihe te ftates, if not checked by French jealoufy ; —that, if 
the revolution beyond the Alps {hould be completed, Genoa 
is likely to become the chief naval power in Italy ; — and that 
Venicé will not long continue in its prefent {tate of dependence, 


‘ The reftlefs aQtivity of democracy’ (fays M. Dumouriez) 
‘labours for the fubvertion of all governments of an oppofite 
‘complexion; and no one is more oppofite to it than that of 
Turkey.’ The grand fignor, therefore, cannot expect to re- 
main undifturbed ; and the infurrections of his fubjects wil 
promote the aims of the republicans. 

Of Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark, our author fays little, 
except that it is the intereft of thofe powers to oppofe the 
torrent of democracy, by which they will otherwife be over- 
whelmed. 

The chapter which relates to this country demands parti- 
cular attention. * No power’ ({fays this writer) ‘is more me- 
naced by the fpirit of democracy, none can more effeCtuall 
or more -calamitoufly feel the malignant influence of the 
French revolution, none can be more readily crufhed or 
preferved by. the refult of the convention of Raftadt, than 
England.’ While the nation, however, fhall remain firm and 
united, we may defy the threats and the efforts of the enemy, 

A coimparifon is drawn between the rival nations. | 


‘ In this conteft, the French have been found invincible by 
land, the Englifh at fea. ‘The glory which the former have 
acquired is more brilliant than that which their antagonifts 
have earned. The French have difplayed more courage, the 
Englith more fkill and oor The French had every thing 
to create; the Englifh had-already an‘excellent marine. But, 


if the republicans had not been*oppofed by fo many enemies, 
they would in a fhort time have hadsa navy equal, and pers 
haps fuperior, to that of the prefent mafters of the fea.’ 


Some of the points here mentioned will probably be con- - 
troverted by many of our readers. : 
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On the fubjeét of the invafion of England, the remarks are 
interefting. : 
* To treat this {cheme as chimerical, would argue a want 
of prudence and caution, If the war fhould again become 
Beene the proje&t is certainly impracticable: but, if the 
rench have only the Englifh for. their enemies, they may 
accomplith their purpofe by perfeverance. | 
‘ There are two methods of. attempting the propofed de- 
{cent. One is, to embark a.complete army in mercantile fhips, 
under the convoy of a numerous fleet of war; to force a paf- 
fage to the coaft of England, by repelling the hoftile fquadrons ; 
to attack with the utmoft vigour the troops that oppofe the 
defcent; and to defend the invading army by the guns of the 
fhipping till maritime fuccour fhall no longer be neceffary. 
The execution of this fcheme is not oh ytically impoffible ; 
but fo great is the naval fuperiority of the Englith, that the 
fuccefs of fuch an attempt is highly improbable. The other 
mode is, to equip a great number of barks, -each of which may 
contain a hundred men and one piece of cannon; to crofs the 
channel under the efcort of a few frigates, gun-boats, and 
bomb-veffels ; to land in fome obfcure part, and immediately 
begin to form entrenchments. ‘Ten thoufand men may thus 
be eafily tranfported to England, with little danger of being 
intercepted by cruifers. It may be faid in objeétion, that fo 
{mall a body will not be able to withftand the numerous army 
which will quickly be aflembled. The remark would be juft, 
if the latter-could pour at once upon the French before the 
had entrenched themfelves: but this fpeedy and general attack 
cannot be expected to take place; and, when the invaders are 
entrenched, no impreffion can be made upon them without 
the forms of a regular fiege. A corps of no greater number, 
pofted in fimilar entrenchments near the fort of Kehl, ftopped 
for two months the progrefs of a numerous and victorious 
Auftrian army, more accuftomed to,fervice than the Englifh, 
provided with expert engineers, excellent gunners, and a good 
train of artillery. The Englifh, therefore, cannot reafonably 
expect to force, by a coup de main, a poft occupied by 10,000 
experienced.warriors, well fupplied with the means of defence. 
When a fiege of this kind fhall have been undertaken, the 
flownefs of the advances will difguft the inexperienced be- 
fiegers, deftitute as they will be of the direction of able gene- 
rals, unfurnifhed with proper artillery or fkilful caginsette and 
apprehenfive of defcents upon many other parts o the coaft, 
from which, under thefe circumftances, the government will 
be afraid to withdraw the troops. The patriotifm of the mi- 
litia will then-grow cool, expenfes will multiply, trade will be 
annihilated; ‘and the ceffation of payments, the number of 
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bankruptcies, the alarms of the manufacturers, the general 
confternation of the inhabitants both of the towns and of the 
country, and, above all, the difcontent of the people, and the 
defire of a revolutionary change, will fill the realm with dif- 
order and confufion. he Englifh will then, even before ‘a 
defeat, be’ conftrained to purchafe, at a high price, an humili- 
ating peace, if indeed the French, who aré not remarkable for 
moderation in profperity, fhould be willing to grant it. 

‘ If we fuppofe a cake the moft favourable to England, that 
the French fhould be repulfed at the firft attempt, it furely will 
not be at the time of the defcent ; for all who have any know- 
ledge of the affairs of war. muft know that it is impoffible to 
prevent a defcent: it will therefore be at the affault of the 
entrenched poft, that the Englifh will put their enemies to the 
fword, or make them prifoners. But of what confequence 
will the lofs of 10,000 men be to the French, particularly 
when their adverfaries will have loft an equal number? ‘The 
former will not, in this cafe, be difcouraged from a fpeedy re- 
newal of their invafive operations. 

‘ From our view of this fubject, we are juftified in drawing 
the following conclufions. 

¢ In the fir place, adefcent en maffe in Great-Britain or in 
Ireland is pregnant with great inconvenience and extraordinary 
difficulty ; but it is not abfolutely impoffible. An army of 
60 or 80,000 men, having cffeed a landing in England, may 
fubfift in this country, without requiring fupplies of provifion 
by fea. From the prefent difpofitions of the people of Eng- 
land, and the progrefs which democracy is now making 
throughout Europe, the invaders will find partifans and re- 
fources in a rich, abundant, and open country ; and fuch an 
‘army may march to London, fubjugate the whole realm, and 
fubvert the monarchical conftitution. 

‘ Secondly, partial defcents are much more eafy in the exe- 
cution, and will have nearly the fame effect. 

‘ Thirdly, the mere threat of a grand invafion keeps England 
in alarm, and contributes to the ruin of the nation by occa- 
fioning an immenfe expenditure for the purpofes of defence. 
The Englith cannot fupport this ftate of perplexityfor fo long 
a time as the French can continue the appearance of invafive 
intentions, | | 

* Fourthly, the French will not defift from holding out this 
menacing profpect, till a general war fhall break out againft 
them, which would employ in other fchemes the troops de- 
ftined for this purpofe, or till an univerfal peace fhall he: ad- 
jufted. The convention of Raftadt will decide which part of 
this alternative dhall take effect. The fate of England, there- 
fore, entirely depends on the iffue of the negotiations.’ 
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This view of affairs may alarm many of our countrymen ; 
while the confidence of others will not be fhaken. We do 
not think that the refult of the congrefs will be fo decifive in 
this reipect as M. Dumouriez imagines. We are more read 
to concur with him. in his ideas of the intereft which othér 
powers ought to take in the fuppofed danger of Great-Britain, © 
and of the effeét which the fuccefs of the French fcheme of 
invafion might have upon Europe in general. The paflage 
may be thus tranflated. 


‘ Jt is the intereft of the maritime powers, not only that the 
project of a defcent fhould be unfuccefsful, but that even the 
menace of it fhould be difcontinued. The other powers of 
the continent have equal reafon to with for the prefervation of 
the independence of Great-Britain. The univerfal bank- 
ruptcy which would follow the conqueft of that ifland, the ac- 
quifition of fuch ftores of wealth by a nation whofe avidity is 
unreftrained by fcruple, the union of all power by fea and land 
in one people, would elevate the ambition and extend the ra- 
pacity of the French beyond all bounds. The fall of all the 
thrones of Europe, and the annihilation of political, civil, and 
religious conftitutions, would be the fatal refult of fuch fuc- 
cefs.. Democracy would devour this quarter of the globe, and 
would end by devouring itfelf,’ 


Proceeding to the concerns of Spam, M. Dumouriez points 
out the danger to which that monarchy is expofed from the 
exorbitant power and republican zeal of the French. Portu- 
gal, he thinks, is fecure from the attempts of the feeble Spa- 
niards, and, for a time, from the efforts of their allies. | 

He commends the general conduct of the United States of 
America, and blames the French for their arrogant treatment 
of that republic; a treatment as impolitic as it is unjuft. 

The tyranny exercifed by the French over Holland muft be 
a fource of warm refentment to a nation not deftitute of fpirit: 
but it feems, at prefent, to be impracticable for the Dutch to 
refcue themfelves from this ftate of humiliating oppreffion, 
Amidift the evils, however, which they have iuffered from the 
French revolution, they have a glimmering of hope in the 
extinGtion of that federal fyflem, which divided rather than 
united their feven provinces. ‘ The union of the common- 
wealth in one indivifible national body’ (fays our author) ‘is an 
immenfe advantage, which may, lead to the deliverance of the - 
Batavian people.’ 


France is confidered in various points of view; but, as the 
former parts of the pamphlet neceffarily involved the frequent 
mention of the affairs of that republic, little addition will now 
be requifite, 
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‘The French* (it is affirmed) ‘are not only the di@tators of 
the conditions of peace at mngesy but have even previoufly 
executed fome of the articles. By the feifure of Mentz and’ 
other advantageous pofts, they have intimidated thofe princes 
who might have been inclined to a refumption of arms. The 
Germanic body is a dying patient, whofe relatives are dividing 
the fucceffion with an alien robber, whom they haye not the 
{pirit or power to drive out of the houfe.’ 


This is not a forced comparifon, but an apt fimile. 

The interior ftate of France is delineated with great warmth 
of colouring, but, as far as we can judge, with little deviation 
from truth; and the diforders of the country are reprefented 
as the fruit ‘of the reftlefs difpofition, the falfe policy, the am- 
bition and incapacity of the exifting government, and, above 
all, of the fuppofed neceflity of throwing other ftates into the 
convulfions of democracy, that it may the more effectually 
fupport itfelf. 

Of the internal dangers of France, the greateft, perhaps, is 
the diforder of the finances; and this may prove. the caufe of 
a new revolution. The multiplicity of expenfes, the defective 
payment of the taxes, and the general mifmanagement of the 
revenue, render the receipts very inadequate to the public de= 
mands. ‘The preparations for the invation of Great-Britain 
will greatly augment the embarraffments which have thus 
arifen; but, if that enterprife fhould fucceed, the conquered 
nation will be obliged to reimburfe the victors, though the 
fpoils of this kingdom will not fatiate Gallic avidity, or check 
the courfe of wild ambition and rafh prodigality. If, on the 
other hand, the feheme {hoald prove abortive, either from the 
unafhifted efforts of the Englith, or from a confederacy between 
them and other nations, France will lofe her power and. pre- 
dominance, and her tyrants will be expofed to the rigours of 
national vengeance. 

This pamphlet merits the attentive perufal of politicians, 
in every country to which it relates. . Though the author is a 
Frenchman, he feems to confider himfelf, in his exile, as a 
citizen of the world, and his fpeculations appear to be direéted 
to general. benefit. 





Apalogues et Contes Orientaux, Sc. Par 1 Auteur desVariétées 
Morales et Amufantes. Amfterdam. 


_Orjental Fables and Tales. 8vo. Imported by De Boffe. 


‘THE abbé Blanchet was one of thofe literary: men, 
who; ‘from want of active employment, contrive to make 
a miferable world for themfelves, and in fome meafure enjoy 
the milery of their own creation. His fingularities, humour, 
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and caprice, deftroyed the effeéts of the zeal of his friends 
in his favour: but, however ingenious he might be in tor- 
menting himfelf or othérs, the fenfibility which occafioned 
his imaginary diftrefles gave him that finenefs of | tafte, 
which eminently diftinguithes this and other productions of 
his pen. Many of the tales have appeared already in diffe- 
rent writings: fome are tranflated from our own language ; 
and the tranflations from Livy and Tacitus will gratify 
French and Latin fcholars. We thal] fele&t two tales, which, 
after due allowances for their appearance in an Englifh garb, 
will fuffice as {pecimens of ‘our author’s talents. 


‘ THE INSULTED DERVIS. 


‘ The favourite of a fultan threw a ftone at a poor derviss 
who was begging charity from him. The infulted ecclefiaftic 
did not dare to fay a word: he took up the ftone and kept it, 
with the refolution of returning the compliment fooner or 
later to this man of pride and cruelty. Some time after, the 
news came that the favourite was difgraced, and that the 
fultan’s officers were leading him through the ftreets on a 
camel, expofed to the infults of the populace. “The dervis, 
hearing this, ran for his ftone; but after a moment’s reflec 
tion caft it from him. “ I now feel,’”’ fays he, * that we muft 
never avenge ourfelves. When our enemy is powerful, it is 
imprudence and folly : when he is unhappy, it is bafenefs and 
cruelty.” 





‘ THE sILENT ACADEMY, OR THE EMBLEMs. 


There was at Amadan a celebrated academy, whofe firft 
law was conceived in the following terms:— Let the acade- 
micians think much, write little, and {peak as little as poflible. 
It was called the filent academy ; and there was not a real man 
of fcience in all Perfia, who was not anxious to be a member, 
Dr. Zeb, the author of an excellent little work entitled the 
Broom, learned at the extremity of his province, that there 
was a vacancy in the academy. He inftantly repaired to 
Amadan, and prefenting himfelf at the door of the hall, 
where the academicians were aflembled, requefted the porter 
to give the prefident this note: ‘Dr. Zeb humbly folicits 
the vacant place.’ The porter difcharged his commiflion ; 
but the doétor and his note came too late, for the vacancy 
was filled up. _ } 

‘The academy was in the utmoft diftrefs at this misfor- 
tune. It had reluctantly received a courtier wit, whofe 
lively and volatile eloquence was the admiration of the 
*drawing-room ; and it now faw itfelf obliged to refufe Dr. 
Zeb, the fcourge of babblers, a man of the deepeft erudition 
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and foundeft judgment. The prefident, charged to announce 
the difagreeable news to the doctor, knew not how to un- 
dertake the office. After a fhort réveric, he ordered a large 
bafon to be fo filled with water, that the addition of a fingle 
drop would fpill the liquor; then he gave a fign for the in- 
troduction of the candidate, who made his appearance with 
that fimple and modeft air, which almoft always announces 
true merit. The prefident rofe, and, without uttering a 
word,. fhowed him with marks of the deepeft regret the em- 
blematica! bafon, the bafon fo completely filled. The do€or 
faw clear!y that there was no room for him in the acade- 
my ; but, without lofing courage, he: devifed the means of 
fhowing the academician, that a fupernumerary member 
would occafion no difarrangement. Obierving at his feet-a 
rofe-leaf, he took it up, and piacéd it fo delicately on the 
furiace of the water, that not a fingie drop efcaped. ‘This 
ingepious anfwer pleafed the aflembly; and Dr. Zeb was 
adinitted a member by acclamation. 

‘ The regifter of the academy was then prefented to him ; 
and, when he had, according to cuftom, infcribed his name, it 
remained enly for him to pronounce his oration of thanks: 
but the doctor, like a true filent academician, returned thefe 
thanks without uttering a word. In the margin of the regi- 
fter he fet down.the number 100, that of his new collegues ; 
then putting a cipher before the number, he wrote, ‘* this 
makes them neither more nor iefs (o100).” The prefident 
returned the compliment to the modeit doctor, with as much 
politenefs as prefence of mind. Placing a unit before the 
number, he wrote, *“* they are now worth ten times more 
(1100).’ 





Réflexions fur la Perfeétibilité de ? Homme, fur la Souveraineté 
du Peuple, fur la Liberté indéfinie, fur PEgalité parfaitey 
et fur M. Necker. Traduit de [Allemand de M. de 
Z——-n. : 


RefieGions on the Perfeétibility of Man, the Sovereignty of the 
People, indefinite Liberty; perfect Equality, and Md. Necker. 
Tranflated into French from the German. 12mo. Imported 
by De Boffe. 1797. 


FROM the ftrange title of this little work, and the.auk- 
ward introduction of a per/on among the things which are the 
fubjects of conlideration, we expected to find the piece -writ+ 
ten ina loofe and defultory manner; and our preconceived 
opinion has been fully confirmed. The performance js crude 
and indigeiled, and merits oply a flight notice, 
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- ‘The author, referring to the fuppofed poffibility of at- 
taining fuch perfection, that religion and law would ho long- 
er be neceflary, denies that profeflor Kant was the promut!- 
gator of that doctrine, and attributes .it to the modern 
French philofophers. ‘ It originated’ (he fays) ‘in cunning, 
is fupported by vanity and abfurdity, and is applied to inter- 
efted purpofes by afpiring, rapacious, and wicked’ men.” 
It is undoubtedly a vifionary idea; but this remarker appa- 
rently mifunderitands it. He afks what we fhould think of 
thofe painters and fculptors who ihould imagine that the 
would attain perfection in their refpective arts, by a difufe of 
the pencil and the chifel; and he alleges, that it would be 
equally abfurd to throw afide religion and law, which are the 
only guides to perfection. The meaning of the doctrine, 
however, is, that religion and law would not be requifite as 
eftablifhments. , 

The idea of the fovereignty of the people feems alfo to be © 
mifconceived by the writer ; and his fentiments on this head 
are illibera Jand intolerant. He fpeaks lefs unreafonably 
when he condemns abfolute liberty ; for it is certain that fuch 
a {tate would lead to excefs and enormity. 

While the body of the publication confifts of, only thirty 
pages, more than one hundred are filled with notes. In one 
of thefe, M. Necker is vehemently‘abufed, as an incapable 
and pernicious minifter, and the chief promoter of the ruin 
of the French monarchy. 





Des Emigrés Frangais ; ou, Réponfe a M. de Lally-Tolendal; 
par F. F. Leuliete. Hamburg. 


Remarks concerning the French Emigrants; or, an Anfwer to 


M. de Lally-Tolendal*. 12mo. Imported by De Boffe. 1797. 


"THIS writer, in entering upon his tafk, affects great deli- 
cacy and moderation, and affirms that he is folely actuated by 
public duty and patriotifm. He is aware, he fays, that 
many will itigmatife him as the apologift and defender of ty- 
ranny ; that the praife of fenfibility and humanity will be de- 
nied to him; and that many will rank him among thofe infa- 
mous men who have fullied by their crimes the glory of 
France. 

He blames the emigrants, in the firft inftance, for having 
quitted their country at a time when.the revolution wore the 
faireft afpect. Such fugitives, he thinks, could not have a 





- “> 


* See p. 429 of this volume of our Review. 
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due regard for the general welfare of the nation which they 
‘ deferted. They fled when they were notin danger, or when 
the danger might eafily have been obviated; and they ftudi- 
oufly impreffed foreign ftates with unfavourable opinions of 
the conduct of the prevailing party.. ‘ Emigration prior to 
the 31ft of May, 1793,’ (fays our author) ‘ was a defertion 
of thofe who were willing to fave the ftate, and who would, 
‘if they had not been left defencelefs, have prevented the 
enormities which enfued.? But, when the reign of terror 
commenced, flight was a juftifiable and neceflary meafure of 
felf-prefervation. 
- . M. Leuliete draws examples from various governments, 
to vindicate the fentence of exile, pronounced againft the 
emigrants, from the imputation of peculiar feverity ; and he 
adds, that not only found policy required fuch a procedure, 
but that even humanity authorifed it. ‘ To banifh a perfon 
from a country that has undergone a great political change, 
adverfe to his tafte and his habits, and to thofe prejudices 
which his bigotry wil: not fuffer him to fhake off, is, in fact,‘ 
to promote his fecurity and happinefs.’ This argument, in 
our opinion, is little more cogent than that which igh be 
ufed by a fophift, who, to juftify the murder of an unhappy 
individual, ihould allege that it was an aét of mercy to re- 
ig him from the world, as life had loft all its charms for 
im. 

He ftigmatifes, not without reafon, the conduét of thofe 
emigrants who re entered their native country in arms, under 
the banners of a-defpotic coalition; and he takes an opportu- 
nity of reprobating the malice of the projectors of, as well 
as‘of the agents in, the expediticn to Quiberon. He accufes 
M. de Lally of being too ariftocratical in his humanity, and 
of having little Compaffion for the unfortunate, if they belong 
to the inferior clafles.of fociety.. He alfo charges him with 
having manifefted too little difcrimination in his endeavours 
to ferve his profcribed countrymen; and, indeed, M. de 
Lally has not, in his Defence, made a proper diftin€tion be~ 
tween the innocent and the criminal emigrants. 

In difeufling conftitutional points, he pafles from an eulo- 
gium upon the prefent conftitution of France to animadver- 
fions upon that of Great-Britain. He allows, however, that, 
notwithftanding the defects of the latter, there are many im- 
portant advantages which it involves; but, in flating thefe 
benefits, he condemns the mode in which the government is 
now adminiftered. ; - 

Returning to the concerns of the emigrants, he contends, 
that to revoke their profcription, and permit them to return 
in full fafety, would be a dangerous conceflion, to which no 
true friend of the republic would be inclined to agree. But 


» 
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we do not fee, in fo ftrong a light as this writer, the danger 
of an act of amnefty ; and we are difpofed to reprobate the 
continuance of that perfecuting {pirit which reje&ts the ap- 
plications, and crufhes the hopes, of unfortunate fugitives. 
This compofition is not deftitute of merit; but it is decla- 
matory rather than argumentative, and is not a fatisfaCtory 
anfwer to the obfervations of M. de Lally. ‘ 





Die Metaphyfik der Sitten, abgefaffen von Immanuel Kant, 
Konigfberg. 1797. | 
Lhe Metaphy/fics of Morals, by Immanuel Kant. 8vo. Imported 


7 ‘THIS is an excellent bonne bouche for the metaphyficians. 
When thefe refined inveftigators have fettled morality on me- 
taphyfical grounds, they may, with equal advantage to the 
public, compofe a treatife on the morals of metaphyfics; or, 
perhaps, fuch is the excellence of the work before us, that the 
latter title would be as well adapted to it as the other. We 
here find morality difeuffed on the Kantean principles of pure 
reafoning ; that is, on the principles of changing eafy for more 
difficult words, and of putting it out of the power of common 
readers to underftand the connection between any two prope- 
fitions. The metaphyfics are introduced by a preface on the 
{cience of virtue, die tugend lehre; and this preface, which 
occupies’ more than a third part of the work, explains the 
origin of the idea of the fcience of virtue, by telling us what 
- is the idea of duty. ‘This brings us to certain objects, which 
are duties; namely, the purfuit of our own perfection, and 
the promotion of the happinefs of others.. Perfection is a 
fine metaphyfical word, and Jeads our author a very pretty 
dance into what he calls tranfcendental philofophy and tele- 
ology. We do not think it neceflary to follow him in his 
courfe ; but we will take notice of his remarks upon virtue. 
‘Virtue’ (he fays) ‘means a moral ftrength in the will. 
But this does not exprefs the whole of the idea; for fuch 
ftrength might belong to a holy or fuperhuman being, in 
whom no reftraining inclination acts againft the law of the 
will, and who does every thing willingly in obedience to law. 
Virtue is alfo the moral ftrength of the will of a man in pur- 
{uit of his duty; which is a moral neceflity through his own 
lawgiving reafon, as far as it conftitutes itfelf a power. pro- 
ducing law.’ We agree with the metaphyfician in makin 
ftrength one part of his idea of virtue; for, whether we refer 
to the Greek apern from Apns, to the Latin wirtus from vir or 
vires, or tothe German tugend, whofe original verb gave to us 


the word deughty, all make virtue to confiit in bodily ftrength, 
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becaufe, in the origin of fociety, that was of the greateft im- 
portance to mankind. The fignification of the word is now 
altered; and virtue is applied to morals or manners, which 
change with men, and climates, and times. Hence this fpe- 
cious metaphyfical {cience is reduced to a knowledge of the 
rules which various claffes of fociety have prefcribed for the 
condu& of individuals. But this will not fatisfy our meta- 
phyfician, who will indulge himfelf in various flights of abs- 
traction; though, if he would content himfelf with plain 
language and a few obvious deduétions, he might amufe thofe 
whom he now bewilders. However, we would not with any 
admirer of Kant to take our word, and reject the fine-fpun 
notions of his metaphyfical mafter. Let him tranflate this 
work into Englifh ;. and if, having compared it with any of 
our common fermons on the fame fubjeét, he fhould be in- 
clined to prefer it, we promife to give the original a fecond 
perufal, and, at the fame time, to examine his tranflation with 


accuracy and impartiality. 


= 





Manuel! des Curieux et des Amateurs de I Art, contenant une 

Notice abrégée des abee one Graveurs, et un Catalogue rai- 

- fonné de leurs meilleurs Ouvrages, depuis le Commencement de 

la Gravure ju/ques a nos Fours: les Artiftes rangés par Qrdre 

chronologique, et divifés par Ecole. Par M. Huber et C.C. 
HY. Rofi. Tomes I. Ld. 


A ane rt curious Perfons and Lovers of Art; containing 
a fhort Notice of the principal Engravers, and a critical Lift 
of their bef Works, from the Ara of the Invention of Eu 
graving to our Times; the Artifis be:ng arranged in chrono- 
logical Order, and claffed in particular Schools. By Mef- 

- fieurs Huber and Roft. Small 8vo. Efcher. 1797. 


IN the preface to this work, we are informed by M. Hu- 
ber, that fame of the bookiellers of Ziirich applied to his friend 
Roft on the fubjec of a new edition of ‘ Fuefslin’s Catalogue 
of Engravers,’ which they withed him to augment and inm- 
prove. Not having fufficient leifure, however, to exeoute the 
tafk alone, he engaged M. Huber in the fcheme. The latter 
undertook to prepare the greater part of the work, and to write 
tt in French, which his affociate was to tranflate into Ge:man. 

In the introduction, the reader will find an expofition of 
fome of the principles of the art of painting, as far as they are 
applicable to engraving ; remarks on the different fpecies of 
engravings ; a recommendation of the ftudy of prints as both 
ufeful and agreeable ; and hints of advice to the colle&tors of 


thofe works of art. 
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The two volumes: now before us are confined to the Ger- 
man {chool. . The farft artift here mentioned is Martin Schoen, 
the earlieft of the known chalcographers of Germany, though 
not the inventor (as fome have fappoled) of the art of engrav- 
ing upon metal. His pieces are generally allowed to be Tene. 
rior to thofe of his [taliam contemporaries. _ He is faid to have 
died in the year 1486.— Michael Wolgemut, like Schoen, was 
both a painter and an engraver ; ‘but it is doubtful whether an 
of his paintings remain.—Albert Durer was a pupil to Wol. 
gemut; but he foon excelled his mafter. He confiderably im- 
proved the art of engraving; and, if he had ftudied at-Rome, 
he might perhaps have equaled the greateft Italian painters. 
—Kranach acquired reputation in the pictorial art ; but he 
chiefly employed himfelf as an engraver in wood. His cop- 
per-plates do not pleafe ; but thofe of Krug, who flourifhed 
at the fame time, are efteemed.—Holbein, the painter, is here 
introduced as an eminent artift in the department of xylography 
(if we may be allowed to coin a word expreffive of the art of 
engraving in wood).—Beham is mentioned as one of the beft 
engravers of his time; and, after the enumeration of man 
intervening artifts, Luke Kilian makes his appearance, with 
other eminent perfons of his family.—Of Major it is affirmed, 
that his merit was ill-recompenfed, and that he died ‘in the 
greateft mifery, a victim to the injuftice of his age.’—The 
performances of Merian and his daughter are commended: as 
a naturalift, the latter is well known.—Hollar receives .due 
praife; and his misfortunes are properly Jamented. 

Prince Rupert is ufually regarded by the Englifh as the in- 
ventor of prints in mezzo-tinto ; but it appears, that the honour 
of the invention is due to lieutenant-colonel von Siegen, who 
taught it to the prince. } es 


‘ This fpecies of art? (fays M. Huber) ¢ has been fo fkilfully 
cultivated by the Englifh, that it 1s fcarcely pofhible to improve 
upon their exertions: it is therefore ftyled, by. way of di- 


ftin&tion, the Englifh manner.’ 7 


If Sedelmeyer had met with encouragement, he would have 
furpaffed moft of his contemporaries both as a defigner and af 
engraver.. Havin made confiderable progrefs in his favourite 
purfuits, he fought to diftinguith himfelf by fome capital 
work. Copying feveral of the paintings of Gran in the im- 
perial library at Vienna, he prepared a feries of engravings 
from them. When thefe pieces were prefented at court, the 
emperor was highly pleafed with them ; and he faid, ‘ What 
fhall we give to this artift as a teftimony of our approbation ?” 
But, one of his minifters remonftrating againft any aét of 
liberality to a man who could enrich himfeit by the fale oF lis 


produtions, he neglected poor Sedelmeyer, whofe difappéint- 
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ment in his fanguine hopes threw him into a ftate of infanity: 

The pieces of Schmidt ate very numerous; and many 6f 
them are greatly admired; particularly, his portrait of Mi 
gnard, engraven from a painting of Rigaud. Thofe of Wille 
are alfo valuable. 

Loutherbourg, whofe pictures have frequently graced the 
exhibitions of our Royal Academy, has obtained a place in 
the work which we are reviewing, as a practifer of etching. 
He has etched various pieces with tafte and accuracy. He 
was born at Strafbourg in the year 1730 and he now refides 
in Switzerland. 

Muller, one of the pupils of Wille, flourifhes as an engraver 
at Stutgard.—Hauber, who alfo ftudied under Wille, acquired 
fame at Paris in the reign of Louis XVI. but, the revolution 
having driven him from France, he has fince employed him- 
felf in Germany in large publications of prints.—Bartich, who 
is refident at Vienna, is deemed a good defigner and an expert 
engraver.—Schmitz was refcued, by the difcernment and libe- 
rality of Krahé the painter, from the humble fituation of’a 
baker ; and he foon became an artift of reputation.—Lips 
was drawn from obfcurity’ by the celebrated Lavater ; and he 
is now a laborious and fkilful artift.—The lift of the German 
fchool clofes with the names of Clerk and Leon, who, though 
very young men, are not undiftinguifhed among the engravers 
of Vienna. 

This work appears to have been executed with great care 
and attention. It confiderably furpaffes, in extent, the cata- 
Jogue on which its founded; and it is alfo more accurate. 
The compilers, therefore, merit the thanks and encourage- 
_ment of the admirers of the imitative arts. 





— —s 


Efquiffe dun Plan d’ Education. Par A. H. Dampmartin. 
Berlin. 
Sketch of a Plan ofPE ducation. By A. H. Dampmartin. 
8vo. Imported by Dulau. 


UNDER the term education are given, in an eafy and ele- 
ant manner, the author’s thoughts on a variety of fubjects. 
hey are the reflections of a man who has feen much of 
the world, and who can well defcribe the faults attending too 
great an intimacy with it, or the no lefs dangerous errors which 
accompany too great a neglect of it. He has the merit alfo 
of dedicating his talents to the fervice of religion and morality, 
of defpifing the affected atheifm or deifm of our times, and of 
laying his foundations for happinefs in a flri& attention to vir- 
tué and the duties of focial life. In drawing characters, whe- 
ther-ancient of modern, he feems to us to have fome™ fkill. 
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We fhall fele& a few lines on the.charaéter of the Roman 
orator. , 


‘ Cicero, notwithftanding his great genius, had very little 
influence during the troubles which convulfed his country. 
The honours lavifhed on him by the heads of parties were 
like the careffes beftowed on children of a high fpirit. Af 
fected compliments, and flight marks of pr re{pect, were 
baubles tending to make him forget the greatnefs of which he faw 
himfelf defpoiled, Pompey, a had fallen from the title of 
great, praifed his epigrams, but did not take his advice. Cz- 
iar loved his on mots, and admired his converfation, but laughed 
at his anger. Auguftus flattered him as long as he thought 
that his paffion might contribute to the difgrace of Antony, 
but confented to his deftruction as foon as his intereft prefcrib- 
ed a political reconciliation with the latter. A long time be- 
fore his death, this great man languifhed in obfcurity. In the 
midft of Rome, curbed by the authority of Czefar, Cicero ap» 
pears to us like one of the ancient temples which paganifm 
raifed in the days of its fplendour to gods whofe worthip is 
annihilated. ‘The hand of deftruction 1s not reared againft its 
walls ; but incenfe no longer burns upon its altars, the vaulted 
roofs no longer echo with religious chants, reverential folitude 
reigns in the vaft inclofure, and the traveller alone comes hi- 
ther to gratify his foul with admiration and refpedét.’ 


The will of a foldier of fortune, who bequeathed his eftate 
to a young man to whom he was fcarcely known, is ,juftified 
by the letter which accompanied it. *¢ You will be furprifed, 
fir, to find yourfelf fuddenly mafter of the fortune of a man 
whofe name alone is known to you, and who knows nothin 
more of you than that you are a worthy man. For the ho~ _ 
nour of my memory, I muft give an account of my motives to 
you, to my friends, to my relatives, to my fellow-citizens. 

‘ I was the younger fon of a very fevere father, who facri- 
ficed a numerous family to the aggrandifement of our eldeft 
brother. I was fent very young to a public fchool; but, 
being foon difgufted at this abode of RPI I entered a 
volunteer in the noble regiment of Auvergne. The war gave 
me an opportunity of diftinguifhing myfelf. After one cam- 
paign the colonel gave me a lieutenancy ; but a hundred /ouss 
were neceflary for my accoutrements. In the hope of finding 
affiftance in my own province, I requefted leave of abfence. 
My father’s houfe was fhut againft me. I ran to my rela- 
tives, to my uncles, to the fathers of thofe who, fince I have 
become a man of fortune; pay me conftant homage, and flatter 
me in a manner degrading to themfelves, and. at all times irk- 
fome to me. Refufals attended my fteps; and fome were 
given in very fevere terms. Delivered up almoft wholly to 
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defpair, I recolle€ted that your grandfather gained every heart 
by his mild and honourable character. I vifted this venerable 
old man. My child, he faid, difpefe of every thing that be- 
longs to me: to the hundred /ouis which are abfolutely necef- 
fary, we muft add a hundred more for two very long journeys. 

¢ The good man confulted more the generofity of his heart 
than the narrownefs of his means. Two horfes' were fold, 
without my knowledge, to complete the fum. I departed en- 
riched by his prefents ; honoured by his bleffings. I made a 
vow not to die without teftifying my gratitude either to him or 
to fome of his relatives. ‘Ihe good fortune beftowed on me 
by heaven is without doubt the reward of this nobie refolution, 
which I have this day fulfilled with a pleafure not to be con- 
ceived, fince you fhow yourfelf the worthy heir of my bene- 


factor.’ 


We were pleafed at the notice which this writer has taken 
of an art much neglected in the rudiments of our education. 
This is the art ‘ of reading,’ of which few perfons condefcend 
to fpeak, and which ftill fewer endeavour by a courfe of ftudy 
to acquire. ‘A teacher of this art would janguifh for want of 
fcholars, though he might with reafon affure them that a pro- 
ficiency in it would be equaliy ornamental.to both fexes. 
Ought we then to abandon to chance an advantage of fuch 
value? The ground of this error is to.be difcovered in pride, 
which imperioufly declares that infancy alone can learn with- 
out fhame to read, though that age can only acquire a know- 
ledge of words. ‘The fchoolmafter leaves us equally unable to 
read well, to {peak well, or to think well. 


‘ Reflection, intelligence, practice, and, above all, feeling, 
muft concur to produce thofe tones of voice which reprefent 
the different ftates of the mind and the heart, to divert that dull 
monotony which ftupeties the hearer, to attain’ that noble 
elevation from which the man of tafte looks down with con- 
tempt on bombaft. So many excellent qualities muft concur 
to produce the art of declaiming ;, an art fo noble and fo re- 
{pected by the ancients. The obftacles to its improvement, if 
we judge by the very few men who have excelled in it, are 
immenfe. For tweniy ages, in every place, in the midft of 
the moft opulent, populous, and erilightened cities, wealth and 
honour have been its encouragements ; yet we look round im- 

atiently, and fcarcely find any who.-are entitled to the prizes 
but Rojicius, Le Kain, and Garrick. 

‘ If the art of declamation can be acquired by a very fmall 
number, that of reading, the fubaltern branch, is more eafy of 
accefs ; and we are blameable in not endeavouring to take ad- 
vantage of this circumftance. When a man reads ill, he can 
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hardly preferve his claims to the title of a well-educated or a 
learned man: _ The company of a perfor of tafte, whofe verfes 
were admired, was mi tn courted. He was invited one 
autumn to a houfe in the country, where the individuals pre- 
fent amufed themfelves in the ‘evening with reading ; but he 
performed fo ill that he loft a great patt of his reputation. 

‘ This fentence; terrible at the firft view, is not unjuft. He 
who reads very ill, fcarcely comprehends his fubjeé&, and lofes 
every right to indulgence by giving painful fenfations to. his 
hearers. Women, from the happy flexibility of their organs; 
and the elegance of their tafte, feem formed to read much 
better than the men; and; if they are almoft always inferior 
in this refpeét, the fault muft be attributed to the negligence of 
thofe perfons to whom their early education is committed. — 

‘ A fine organ is a great advantage given by nature only, 
and which it is madnefs to attempt to obtain by any efforts ; 
yet the want of it may in fome degrée be remedied by conftant 
application. D’Alembert; one of the beft readers of his 
time, had a weak and grating voice; whence it was faid, with 
fome wit, “* This man is fo great a mafter of his art; that he 
plays admirably upon the vileft inftrument.” 


On the fubject of punifhment our author’s fentiments aré 
juft. « The idlenefs natural to man renders him, in every period 
of life, an enemy to labour. In riper years he fubdues indo- 
lence by intereft, ambition; and énnuz ; but, in childhood, thefe 
arms have not yet acquired the proper temper to infure him 
the victory. Rewards and threats are the comnton refources; 
but imperious circumftances fuper-induce the neceflity of 
chaftifement; a tafk both unpleafing arid dificult. Let not 
punifbment by its length harden the heart; let it not degrade 
the mind by humiliations; let it not by caprice create” oppo« 
fition ; and; in particular, let it not injure the health by in 
difcrete fafts.’ 


The effay terminates with the following juft remarks: 


‘ Virtue will be ever the ftrongeft mark of genius, and thé 

only fource of conftant fuccefs. .Vice is the confequence of 
narrow thoughts ; and, through a feries of errors, it conduéts 
us to final ignominy.’ nes : 
- A confiderable patt of the volume is occupied by tranf- 
lations from Goldfimith, Swift, and Johnfon, which are not 
without mefit, and will be read with pleafure, as judicioud 
confirmations of many of the author’s own reflections, 
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Fragmens FNS et Li.téraires, Par A. H. Dampmartin. 
; '. Berlin. 1797. 


Moral and Literary Fragments. 8vo. Imported by Dulau. 
"THE long lift of fubfcribers, among whom are the king 


and queen of Pruffia, may be deemed-a proof of the eftimation 
in which the writer is holden at the court of Berlin. ‘The 
fragments or effays have, like the preceding work, a confider- 
able degree of merit. We can pardon (though, for the fake 
of the bookfellers, who have collected and publithed at a great 
éxpenfe tl e works of Walpole, we will not tranflate) the fol- 
lowing paflage. ‘Ce Walpole eft-un bel efprit manqué, I’ au- 
teur de quelques contes Anglois, courts et fades, que perfonne 
ne lut jamais.’ 

Our effayift, we believe, miftakes the conduét of our con- 
vids, and has made a well-known inftance the ground of ge- 
neral remark. ‘In England’ (he fays) ‘the wretched con- 
victs prepare themfelves for death with peculiar joy. They 
fell their. bedies, of which the price becomes a fource of rail- 
lery, and furnifhes abundance of drink. Nothing is heard but 
fongs and burfls of laughter, where filence ought only to be 
interrupted by fighs and complaints.’ Noife.and intemperance 
are certainly as improper as they are, we believe, unufual in 
thefe places; but if fociety has a right to take away the life of 
an individual, it furely is not juflified in treating the vilims of 
its often mifplaced vengeance with vain feverity, or preventing 
them from enjoying all the comfort which can be allowed for 
the few hours between condemnation and execution. We 
can ftill lefs approve the following fentiment. ‘ On politics 
as well.as religion, inquiry in general produces ennui, or gives 
us trouble and uneafinefs.’ ‘The ennui is the fault of the in- 
quirer, not of the ftudies, which are the nobleft employ- 
ments of the reafoning faculty ; and every nation which dif- 
courages the inquiry will fuffer in the iffue. 

To fome,«who do not examine the propofition with accu- 
racy, the fingle principle on which all morality is founded b 
this author will: appear fufpicious. ‘ Whoever thou art, 6 
man, employ thyfelf only on thesneans of procuring to thyfelf 
the greateft poflible happinefs. ‘Chy reward’ will be to be- 
come.one of the beft beiugs im nature, . This maxim, if we 
roay prefume to exprefs ourfelyes fo ftrongly, is the quint- 
effence of thoufands of thovfands of enormous volumes: it 
contains the fineft Ieffons of all the moralifts of ancient and 
modern times. Very little refie¢tion will convince us that it 

4s inconteftably true; but, as this work was undertaken for 
juvenile ule, we fhall enlarge upon it. , 
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¢ Happinefs refults from a perfect agreement between the 
different parts whofe union conttitutes the whole of our being. 
Men make indiftin& withes for its attainment, but in general 
{werve from it in their aétions.. He who is enlightened by 
true wifdom wilh never lofe fight of thofe bounds which. the 
decrees of omnipotence permit him to approach. Before his 
eyes will appear many duties to be fulfilled, and the negle& 
of which would ran all his efforts ufelefs. He is fentible 
of the ineftimable- value of health, fince, by the lofs of “it; 
every enjoyment is. changed, Hence he is conftantly upon his 
ig to preferve that good which a fingle inftant may wrett 

rom him. ‘Temperance and exercife appear to him meceffary 

aids; and nothing can induce him to fwerve from one, or 
neglect the other. .He perceives that the moft agreeable feén- 
fations are derived from the mind: hence his own will be nou- 
tithed by ftudy, and polifhed by converfation. Reafon alone, 
he is convinced, can preferve us. from the faults and errors 
which difturb the tranquillity of life: hence his own will be 
ripened by experience and’ reflection, He is convinced that 
our exiftence is uncertaiti and painful, as long as the character 
remains unfixed: hence his own will be formed by repeated 
trials, that he may acquire the important habit of rejifting ad» 
verfity, and may not be dazzled by the uncertain favours of for- 
tune. He perceives what influence the heart has on our 
deftiny. This focus of fentiment is a treafure whence are 
derived the pleafures of our brighteft moments, and our com- 
forts in the day of forrow. His own will be daily enriched by 
the practice of beneficence. His conduct, fetting calumny at 
defiance, will prevent the ftings of remorfe, Every fault 
draws repentance after it; and every crime is followed b 
remorfe.—Remorfe! horrible, cruel, unavoidable punifhment, 
which takes due vengeance on the wicked man for the extet- 
nal advantages almoft always enjoyed by him! He will be 
aftonifhed at the rapid advances towards happinefs, enfured by 
the union of a healthy body, an enlightened mind, ripened 
intelligence, a firm character, an honeft and affectionate heart, 
So much happinefs, far from fatisfying his defires, would rea 
main imperfect, if he fhould entertain juft apprehenfions that 
the foul, that facred light, the image of divinity, would be ex. 
tinguifhed at death, or plunged into eternal puniihment. Reli+ 
gion difpels fuch alarms, and becomes the honoured capital 
which crowns the edifice of his happinefs. 

‘ Religion, all-powerful, tears away the roots of cfiminal 
paffions whofe branches are feareely pruned by human wife 
dom. Her gifts are the gteateft that canbe conceived, She 
offers to us, as a recompenfe for the moments conlecrated to virs 
tue, manfions of immenfe and eternal happinefs. By her miracu- 
lous power, her favoured offspring poffeis grandeur, befure, 
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516 Life of Marie Antoinette, &c. 

which the pride of paganifm falls proftrate. Marcus Aures 
lius, too great to diffemble his admiration, exclaimed, I con- 
ceive, that, with the fupport of philofophy, fome men fhow 
themfelves to. be moderate, temperate, juft, difinterefted: but 
what fupernatural power animates the Chriftians, when they 
blefs the implacable executioner who is ‘preparing to furround 
them with flames, or plunge the {word into their breafts ?” 





Vie de Marie Antoinette, Reine de France: Hambourg. 1798. 


Life of the late Queen of Frances Small 8vo. 25. 6d. Ims 
ported by De Boffe. i 


THE many acts of benevolence recorded of the unfortu- 
nate queen of France in this volume will refcue her character 
from the calumnies which, during her life, were profufely 
thrown out againft her; and we would willingly believe, that 
a princefs poffeffing {uch amiable qualities as are afcribed to 
her, was perfeétly innoeent of the crimes of which fhe was 
accufed, The conftancy of her affection for her family was 
proved in very difficult circumftances ; and the dignity of her 
deportment in her laft moments was worthy of the high 
ftationi which fhe once filled. While we are reading the ac- 
count of her fufferings, her failings ceafe to be obferved; we 
think only of her good qualities ; we are affected by the fim- 
ple narrative of her life, and fhed tears of compaffion on the 
fate of Marie-Antoinette. | 
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Der Méufefallen und Hechelkrdmer, eine Gofcbichte fehr wuns 
_ Berbar und doch ganz natiirlich, Von S. 1. Spies. Leipfic.- 


The Moufe-trap+Seller and Pedlar 5-a very wonderful and yet 
» natural Story. 8vo. Imported by Efcher. 





A Poor Savoyard arrives at a village in Germany, where 
4 cunning fellow had. given a hint, that the Italians came in 
difguife to a neighbouring mountain to difcover hidden trea- 
fures. The poor‘man is confequently.treated as the fon of a 
great perfonage. Two neighbours hive: to fecure him 
to themfelves ; and by means of plots and counterplots the 
young man is led a curious dance round the mountains. Mur- 
ders, affaffinations, prifons, and the ufual apparatus of terror 
to work ypon the folid nerves of a rough German, are brought . 
into play; and, after a tedious courfe through thefe dull pages, 
the natural manner in which, according to our author, the 
whole myftery is explained, forms a ftriking contraft £6’ the. 
eafe and elegance by which Mrs. Radcliffe accounts for" the 


delufions in her romances. ONE 












OCCASIONAL RETROSPECT 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE. 





For want of materials, this retrofpeét will not involve 
fuch a multiplicity of works as we have frequently had occa- 
fion to mention ; but the deficiency will, we hope, be fupplied 
in a future Appendix. | 


FRANCE. 


At Paris the following productions have iecently appeared : 
Traité élémentaire de I’ Analyfe Mathématique, par J. A. J. 
Coufin. An Elementary Treatife of Mathematical Analyfis, 
by Profeffor Coufin, 1797.—This treatife is divided into four 
paty- In the firft part, the principles of analyfis are laid down. ; 
and, in the fecond, they are developed with great precifion. 
The third treats of the refolution of determinate equations ; 
and the fourth, of indeterminate analyfis. The work, upon 
the whole, adds confiderably to the. reputation of Mj. Coufin. 
_ Annales de Chimie, ou Récueil de Mémaires concérmant la 
Chimie et les Arts qui en dépendent, par les Citoyens Guyton, 
Monge, &c. Annals of Chemittry, of a Collection of Me- 
moirs relative to that Science and the Arts which are connect. 
ed with it.—Thefe annals were difcontinued in the year 17,93; 
but they have lately béen refumed. Among the articles cone 
tained in fome of the mew numbers, are the following. An 
account is given of a gravimeter, or inftrument for afcertain- 
ing the fpecific gravity of folids and fluids, invented by M. 
Guyton. Remarks on a diforder in trees, analogous, to an 
ulcer, are offered by Vauquelin. A memoir concerning thie 
Feciee of hydro-carbonate gas, another refpecting volatue oils, 
feveral papers on the fubject of phofphorus, others on the 
Strontian earth and barytes, on alum, on Prufflian blue, &c. 
ate alfo prefented to the public. 
— Nat 
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Traité complet d’Anatomie, &c. A complete Treatife of 
Anatomy, by A. Boyer. 

Les Plantes, Bc, A Poem on the fubjec& of Plants, by 
Caftel. 

Réfutation du Livre de I’ Efprit, par J. F. de-la-Harpe. A 
Refutation of the Work of Helyetius on the Mind, 8vo.—In 
fome parts of this production, the difputant is not unfuccefsful ; 
but he is not an able metaphyfician. 

Du Fanatifme, &c. Of Fanaticifm, or of the Perfecution 
of Chriftianity-and-its Minifters by the Barbarians of the 
eighteenth Century,—M. de-la-Harpe, in this pamphlet, en- 
deavours to check the progrefs of infidelity among his coun- 
trymen ; but his arguments are not likely to be eficacious. 

CEuvres.de Mancini-Nivernois. 'Mifcellaneous Works of 
Mancini-Nivernois, 8vo. Vols. III. IV; V.—The fables of 
this writer we have already reviewed *. They compofe the 
two firft volumes of his works: the three others contain letters, 
éffay s, biographical fketches, tranflations, &c. Many of the 
pieces are ‘amufing , and fome are very interefting. 

L‘Efpion de la Révolution Frangaife. The Spy of the 
French Revolution, 2 Vols. 8vo.—This is a. work more 
lively than found; and the author, who is an enemy to the 
republican fyftem, is more acrimonious in his remarks than 
veracious in his ftatements. 

Révolution, &c. Account of the Revolution of the 4th of 
September, 1797.—This is apparently an authentic narrative 
of that confpiracy which terminated in the triumph of the di- 
rectory over the two legiflative councils of the Fren#” \re- 
public. i 

Sy ftéme opegae et ‘politique des Européens pendant le dix- 
huitreme Siécle, &c. View of the maritime and political 
Syftem of the European Nations during the eighteenth Cen-, 
tury.— The jealoufy conceived by the French of the naval 
dominion of Great Britain, feems chiefly to have prompted 
M. Arnould to the delineation of this fpirited fketch. 

Eloge Hiftorique du Général Marceau. — Hiftorical Eulo- 
_ upon Marceau.—This republican officer appears to- 

ave been a man of confiderable merit, M. La-Vallée is his 
panegyrift. 

Effaj fur la Topographie phyfique et medicale, &c. Effay 
on the political and medical Topography of Paris, by A. Ro- 
yiere.—The author examines the fituation, air, and foil, of 
the French metropolis: he alfo treats of the diet, mode of 
living, &c. of the inhabitants; and he fubjoins a defcription 


of the hofpitals. 


| 
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* See Crit. Rev. New Arr. Vol. XX. p. 529. 
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Voyage en Angleterre, &c. Travels in England, Scot- 
land, ast the Hebrides, by B. Faujas Saint-Fond. 2 vols. 8vo, 
—Furnithed with letters of recommendation, and ftill more 
recommended by his own reputation, M. Faujas arrived, fome 
years ago, in Redetds and having attentively infpected the 
chief objedts of curiofity in art and fcience which London 
afforded, he dire€ted his courfe to North-Britain, principally 
for the purpofe of vifiting Staffa. After a technical defcrip- 
tion of this ‘ volcanic fuperfcetation,’ he adds,‘ I have feen 
feveral ancient volcanoes; but I never niet with any thing 
comparable to this fcene, for the admirable regularity of the 
pillars, the elevation of the arch, the fituation, form, and ele- 
gance, of this work of nature, and its refemblance to the 
mafter-pieces of art, though art finks to nothing when con- 
fidered with reference to fech an object. We, therefore, can- 
not be furprifed that tradition fhould reprefent this fpot as the 
abode: of a hero.’—Thefe volumes manifeft the philofophical 
{pirit and inquifitive obfervant mind of the author. 

Effai fur les Caufes, &c. Effay on the Caufes of the Per- 
fe&tion of ancient Sculpture, by M. de Gillier.—There is fome 
merit in this compofition. 

Satyres d’ Young, &c. The Satires of Dr. Young, -tranf- 
lated by T. P. Bertin.—This is rather an imitation’ than a 
tranflation of the pieces in queftion. “ 


f 


HOLLAND. 

Henrici Collot d’ Efcury Mufz Juveniles. Juvenile Poems, 
8vo. Rotterdam, 1797.—Among thefe poems, are epiftles 
from Lucretia to Collatinus, from Sopbonifba to Mafiniffa, 
and from Anne Boleyn to yore VIII. We obferve forme 
inaccuracies ; but, upon the whole, thefe pieces will not dif. 
credit the pupil of Nodell, 3 


GERMAN Y. 


Geift der fpeculativer Philofophie. Spirit of fpeculative 
Philofophy, 8vo. Vols. IV. V. VIL.—M. Tiedemann, in the 
fourth volume, treats of the philofophy of the Saracens, and 
alfo of that of the fcholaftic theologians of Europe. In the 
fifth, he continues his remarks on the doctrines and characters 
of the {chool divines, and traces the decline of their influence 
and the rife of a purer philofophy, In the fixth, he invefti- 
gates the opinions of the Englifh, French, and other philofo- 
‘phers and metaphyficians of the feventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, . , 
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Vermifchte philofophifche Abhandlungen, &c. Mifcellas 
eous philofophical Treatifes, 8vo. Halle, 1797.—Profefior 
Jacob is the author of thefe effays, which ra relate to 


religion, morals, teleology (or the do¢trine of perfection), and 


politics. 

Anleitung zu einem Chriftlichen Wandel. A Guide to a 
Chriftian Life, by O. Braun. Coburg.—The fale of this 
work has been prohibited by imperial defpotifm, as fome of 
the opinions delivered in it are too liberal for the meridian of 
Vienna, 

Uber die Enthauptung. Remarks on Decapitation, Tu- 
bingen,—Cloffius here endeavours to prove, that confcioufnefs 
remains for fome time after the feparation of the head from 
the body. | 7 

Verfuche, &c, Experiments, by F. A, von Humboldt, on 
irritated Fibres of Nerves and Mufcles, Berlin.—This is the 
firft volume of a curious work upon animal electricity. 

Flora Indiz Occidentalis aucta, &c.—An extended Account 
of the Plants of the Weft-Indies, by Swartz. Vol I. Erlang. 

Statiftifche Aufklarungen tiber wichtige Theile, &c. Sta- 
tiftic Illuftrations of important Objects connected with the 
Aufirian Dominions. Vols.I. If. Gattungen. 1795—1797. 
—M, Grellmann has rendered this work ufeful and entertain~ 
ing. 
iodo niitzlicher Aufsatze, &c. Colle€&tion of archi- 
teCtural Effays and Information, 4to. Vols. I. II. Berlin. 

_ Abrifs des Lebens, é&c. Sketch of the Life and Reign of 
Catharine IT. 8vo. Berlin.—The delineator of this fketch is 
100 partial to the memory of the noythern emprefs. 

Anecdoten, &c. Anecdotes of the private Life of Catharine 
II. Paul, and his family. Hamburg.—Thefe anecdotes have 
the appearance of authenticity. : | 

Notiz von J. Winkelmann. Biographical and literary 
Memoranda concerning Winkelmann. 4to. Magdeburg. 

Platonis Gorgias, &c. Gotha.—This is a new edition, by 
Findeifen, of the Gorgias of Plato; and the accuracy of the 
editor deferves commendation. 

A View of the Englifh Editions, Tranflations, and Iluf- 
trations, of Greek and Latin Authors, with Remarks, by L. 
W. Briggemann, 8vo.. Stettin, 1797.—The compiler merits 
the thanks of pur countrymen for his diligent attention to their 
labours in the department of claffical literature. 3 

Hebraifche Sprachiehr:—-a new Hebrew grammar, by 
Vater. Leipfic. 7 hn 

Nouveau Voyage autour de ma Chambre. A new Journey 
ropnd my Apartment. 12mo. Brunfwick.—This imitation of 
a work. of the chevalier Ximenes which bears the fame title, 
is not fo lively or ingenious as its model. - a 
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. Familien-Gefchichten, 8c. Hiftories of Families. 2 Vols. 
$8vo. Berlin.—M. La-Fontaine, the author of the novel of 
Clara Dupleffis and Clairant,.has in thefe volumes given an 
interefting account of the fuppofed family of the Haldens, ~ 


SWEDEN. 


Vetenfkaps Academiens nya Handlingar, &c, New Tranf- 
actions of the Academy of Sciences, for 1796. 4to. Stocks 
holm.—The contents of this volume are, an account of a per- 
fon who, though born without arms or legs, could write, carve 
wood, and i other acts, of which it might have been 
fuppofed that he was incapable ; inftru¢tions for making an- 
chors ; an effay on the diftance of comets from the earth ; 
obfervations on moffes; a defcription of a machine for drain- 
ing fields; a cafe proving the utility of water, impregnated 
with fixed air, in nervous difeafes ; and many other articles, 

Urkaft til en Handbok, &c. Sketch of a Manual of eccle- 
fiaflical Promotion, 8vo. Wexio, 1797.—The bithop of 
Wexio has here traced the modes of fupplying vacancies in 
the dignities and offices of the: church, from the zra of the 
Reformation, ¥ 
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ENGLISH-LITERATURE. 


Travels in Europe, Africa, and Afia, made between the Years, 
1770 and 11779. By Charles Peter Thunberg, M.D. &e- 
4 Vols. 8vo. 11. 4s. Rivingtons. 


"THE Cape of Good Hope and the Afiatic iflands are at pre- 
fent objects of fuch eager curiofity and peer importance, that 
our accidental delay of the volumes before us may have render- 
ed them unufually interefling. We, fome years ago, accom- 
panied a traveller of the Linnzan fchool, in fome of: the 
fouthern’ regions of Africa; and gave an account of the 
country'and the policy of its governors, under the guidance 
of the judicious Sparrman *. The prefent traveller is not a 
ftranger in our pages: the celebrity of Thunberg’s character 
as a. naturalift, led us to take up the prefent work in its Ger- 
man drefs; but; when we had given an account of his firft 
volume +,. the fubje&t was difcontinued, as an Englith trans- 

dation was foon expected 5 and the work, from unavoidable 
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® See Crit. Rev. Vols LA. p, 321. See Crit. Rev. New Arr. Vol. VIL. p. 525. 
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accidents, has not’ been reftizhed, until the country, which is 
the prificipal ga of his examination, ‘has become our own. 

We left M. Thunberg preparing for his fecond journey, in 
company with Mr.Mafion. Thefe travellers went nearly in the 
route of Dr. Sparrman, which we mention particularly as 
Sparrman’s work will fupply the deficiency of a map, which 
would otherwife be feverely felt in'the perufal of the prefent- 
travels. “They proceeded, however, at firfl, more to the 
noith than that naturalift, -and did not extend their route be- 

otid Sunday river to the eaft ; but Sparrman went to Great- 
Fith river, on the confines of Caffraria. As we have alread 
defcribed the principal objects in this courfe, we fhall feleck 
only fome faéts and obfervations of peculiar curiofity. 

In the former part of the tour, Dr. Thunberg found that 
the country was hilly, with vales interfperfed, and that the 
hills diverged more from each other, the farther ‘eaftward they 
ran. Thus the fhowy mountains, above Great-Fith river, 
though at a great diftance from the fea, may form one of 
thefe branches’ mountains, which, with the river, divide 
the Hottentots from the Caffres onthe’ eaft and a whiter race 
on the north. ‘The hills and the adjacent valleys are alone 
inhabited; and — are diftantly fcattered, opprefied 
with taxes for defence againft wild beafts (which now are 
not numerous in this. part), and cramped by political and 
fifcal regulations, -which greatly obftruGt their profperity. 
The following ciréumftances refpeCting the lion. are new : 

¢ When he was’forty years of age, he fhot, in a narrow pafs in 
a wood, a lion, which immediately fell, without his obferving that 
there were two of them together. ‘The other tion rufhed imniedi- 
ately upon him, before he had time to load his piece, and not-only 
wounded him with its fharp claws to fuch a‘degree that he fainted 
away, but-alfoy gnawed his left arm and fide, and lacerated him .in 
fuch a terribt€*manner, that he lay for dead on the ground. The 
lion, that in general is ‘poffefled of too noble a fpirit to revenge ite 
felf on a dead ‘ian, if not impelled by hunger, left hini in this fi- 
tuation, fo that he was at length carried home by his fervants. His 
Wife, a ftitring and adive woman, immediately fetched feveral 
herbs, which fhe boiled in water, and, with the decoétion, daily 
waflied,. fomented, and bound up his wounds, fo that he was at 
laft reftored to perfeé&t health. He was fo'much difabled however 
jn this arm, that he could never afterwatds handle a mufquet.. He 
had been the firft fportfman in the colotiy, and, by killing elephants 
and felling their teeth, had acquired a tolerable fortune. This man 
informed me that, in its infancy, the colony had fo fmall an extent, 
and the Hottentots in it were fo numerous, that the Chriftian fettlers 
could not without danger venture as far as Zwellendam.. At that 
time téo the elephants abounded fo much, even near: the»Cape, 
that in travelling to and from the Cape, one might kill a great 
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many of them. Thus he had often thot four or five in a day, and 
fometimes twelve or thirteen. . Twice in ‘his life, when he was out 
in purfuit of thefe animals, he had deftroyeg with his gun, twenty- 
two elephants each day. A good dportfman always kills the ele- 
phant at one fhot, but, fhould he hit any of the fore-legs, fo as to 
break it, two fhot muft be fired: the hunter always takes his aim 
in fuch a manner as that the ball thall pafs through the lungs. The 
ball is always mixed with one third of tin, and weighs a quarter of 
a pound; the piece is in proportion to this, and rather heavy. Each 
elephant’s tooth wejghs from thirty, toone hundred and thirty pounds,” 
Vol. ii. P. 38, 





* A lion may lie in a bufh without moving when a man is paff- 
ing by, fo that the man feems only to take no notice of it. It 
may likewife perhaps {tart up, without doing any harm, if the man 
do but ftand fiill, and not take to his legs. A hungry lion, 
however, is much more dangerous, and lefs merciful; yet it is not 
fond of attacking a man, at leaft it is very nice in the choice of its 
prey, fo that it-prefers a dog to an ox, and had much rather eat a 
Hottentot than a Chriftian, perhaps becaufe the Hottentot, being 
befmeared, always ftinks, and becaufe, as he never ufes falt or 
{pices, the juices-of his body are not fo acrid, It likewife rather 
attacks a Hottentot or flave than bufialo-beef that is hanging up; 
thus it happened to our landlord one night, that the lion paffed 
through the bufhes where beef of this kind was hung up in order to 
feize a fleeping Hottentot. In a wood, to climb up into a tree is 
a fure way of avoiding the lion, but not the tyger, which fre. 
quently, whea warmly purfued by the hounds, runs up into a tree, 
and finds a fafe afylum there. On meeting a lion, one ought never 
to run away, but ftand fill, pluck up courage, and look it ftern in 
the face. If a lion lies ftill without wagging its tail, there is no 
danger, but if it makes any motion with its tail, then it is hungry, 
and you are in great danger. If you are fo fituated that there is a 
pit between the lion and yourfelf, you may then fire on it, as it 
will not venture acrofs the pit, neither will it purfue any one up ay 
height. | 
© In proportion as the farmers. have cleared the land, and laid 
out farms.in the interior parts of the country, the lion and other 
fierce animals have neceflarily been put to flight and deftroyed, 
‘This our hoft knew not long fince by woeful experience, but now 
lived in fome degree of fecurity with refpect to his flocks and herds, 
The lion is poffefied of fuch immenfe ftrength, that he will not 
only attack an ox of the largeft fize, but will very nimbly throw it 
over his fhoulders, and leap over a fence four feet high with it, al- 
though at the fame time the ox’s legs hang dangling on the ground, 
No animal however is eafier to éxtirpate than the lion, notwith- 
ftanding its ftreat ftrength, agility, and fagacity. After having dif- 
foveted by the track, how many lions there are in the troop, the 
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fame number of . mufquets are placed on the fpot whither it is fups 
pofed that the lion will come ; after this a piece of carrion is tied . 
to a firong cord, which is faftened to the trigger of one of thefe 
guns ; the inftant that the lion touches the carrion, the gun goes 
off, which is fo placed as to fhoot the beaft through the head, The 
other lions that are prefent are fo far from being {cared away by the 
report, that it may happen that one of them fhall go towards the 
fmoke, and fix its claws into the difcharged gun, and all the reft, 
one after the other, fall before the other guns, infoniuch that fome- 
times the whole troop is deftroyed in one night. But fhould a lion 
chance to be only wounded, and not killed on one of thefe occa 
fions, he will never more approach a {pring-gun, and the lion thus 
wounded will attack a man without being impelled to it by hunger,’ 
Vol, ii. p. 69. 


“The falt pan, near Zwartkops river, is a curious object. 
It is a valley three-fourths of a mile in diameter, covered 


‘ with pure cryftalline falt, fo as to refemble a frozen lake. 


The depth of the water is about four feet. The falt is not 
derived from the fea; but, like fome of the inland parts of 
America, the country around confifts almoft entirely of foflil 
falt. The warm baths, not far diftant, alfo contain falt. — 
The following defcription of a plant, found near the Cape, 
claims attention. : 


* The fruit of a fpecies of Mefembryanthemum was fometimes 
brought to the town as a rarity, and was called “Rofa de Fericho. 
When it is put into water, it gradually opens all its feed-vefiels, 
and exactly refembles a fun; and when it becomes dry again, it 
contraéts itfelf and clofes by degrees. This is no lefs a neceflary 
than fingular property, which points out the admirable inftitution 
of an all-wife Creator; in as much as this plant, which is found in 
the moft arid plains, keeps its feeds faft locked up in time of drought ; 
but when the rainy feafon comes, and the feeds can grow, it opens 
its receptacles, and lets fall the feeds, in order that they may be di- 
{perfed abroad. The water in which this fruit has lain is fometimes 
given to women that are near their time, and is thought to procure 
them an eafy delivery.’ Vol, ii. p. 128. 


The laft journey in this country was to Roggevelt, the re- 
gion north of the cape, the fcene of colonel Gordon’s travels, 
which we have had occafion to record. In this rugged tract, 
Mr. Maffon met with thofe beautiful ftapelie, the vegetable 


 gamels of the defert, which we fhall foon more particularly 


mention, in our review of his {plendid publication. 

We have already remarked, that, in Africa, the hills and 
the more elevated valleys are the chief feats of the human 
race. The plains, called Carrows, are barren and deferted; 
they afford no efculent vegetable, no infect; and only fome 
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fmall- quadrupeds have ever been feen to inhabit them, fed” 
perhaps by the remains of thofe animals which have perifhed 
in the inhofpitable defert. In the prefent journey, our tra- 
vellers paffed through deferts equally barren in more elevated 
{fpots, the retreats of a race formerly noticed in our review of 
Sparrman’s journey—the Bofhie men, perhaps the loweft 
order of human kind. They are of a yellowifh-brown co- 
lour, with delicate limbs, and a proje€ting abdomen, which 
disfigures and. fometimes obfcures the man. Thefe beings 
pafs their time in the extremes of gluttony and want. Ini this 
region they fupply warmth by huddling together in a pit, and 
procure food by depredations. ‘They feem to live for a time 
on the water of the falt pans. 


¢ The Bofhiefmen fometimes make ufe of javelins, but the fhafts 
are fhorter and thicker than thofe of the Caffres Afflagays; which 
fhey ufe not only to throw, but likewife, and indeed chiefly, for 
the purpofe of killing the cattle they have ftolen ; but their princi- 
pal arms, which they ufe in war and for their own defence in ge- 
neral, are bows and poifoned arrows, and thefe they are taught to 
handle with great dexterity. The arrow is armed with a thin trie 
angular piece of iron, faftened with a ftring to a bone of a finger’s 
length, to the end of which again is faftened a reed. ‘This fron as 
well as the bone is afterwards rubbed with poifon extracted from 
ferpents. The Bofhiefmen are the moft expert mark{men of all the 
Hottentots, and are faid to .be able to fhoot their arrows to the 
diftance of 280 paces. They alfo know how to avoid the arrows 
of others with the greateft nimblenefs and dexterity, juft as baboons 
do when ftones are thrown at them; and if they could but fee the 
mufquet-balls of the Europeans, they would think themfelyes able 
to efcape them likewife.- To running the Bofhiefmen Hottentots 
are fo inured, as not to be excelled in it by any others; but can al- 
moit hold out longer than a horfe. On the level plains they are’ 
eafily overtaken by a man on horfeback ; but very feldom if the 
road be ftony, and never in mountainous places. 

¢ They can endure hunger a longer time ; but when they have a 
plentiful fuppty will eat fo immoderately as to diftend their bellies 
to an amazing fize. When opprefled by hunger, they tie a bels 
found their bodies, which they gradually draw tigliter, till the na- 
vel is brought clofe to the back-bone. 

¢ When a Bofhiefman has caught a ferpent, and killed it, he 
does not, according to report, cut off its head, but bites it off, arid 
then cutting out the veficle containing the poifon, dries it in the 
fun till it becomes vifcid and tough, and then mixes it with the 
juice of a poifonous tree, (frequently the Cefrum venenatum) which 
_ thakes the poifon adhere the fafter to the arrow. ” 
‘¢ The Hottentots and Bofhiefmen are faid to fortify them- 
felves againft poifoned darts and the bite of venomons ani 
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mals, by fuffering themfelves to be gradually bitten by ferpents, 
fcorpions, and other ‘venomous Creatures, till they become accufs 
tomed to it; but thefe trials fometimes coft them their lives. The 
uriné of an Hottentot thus prepared is efteemed an excellent anti- 
dote or counterpoifon, and is therefore drank by fuch as have been 
bitten by ferpents. . 

¢ When it thunders, the Bofhiefmen are very angry. and curfe 
bitterly, thinking, that the ftorm is occafioned by fome evil being.’ 


Vol. ii, p. 161. 


The Goths of Scandinavia, the Tartar and the Hindu tribes, 
in fimilar circuniftances, clafh their arms and bend their bows: 
the more warlike tribes oppofe, the more cowardly only rail 
at, the evil being. The principal idea is the fame, and may 
have occurred in regions the moft diftant without raifing the 
fufpicion of a common origin. 

‘This is the country of the oftrich, the devourer of the corn, 
amidft which he conceals himfelf by bending his long neck. 
When his head is reared, the neck gives him an ample field 
of vifion; and he can make his efcape in time. His wings 
aflift him in running ; and, with the wind, he can outftrip a 
fleet horfe. ‘The Eiinpdincks fometimes. migrate in tribes 
like the Jemures, with the fame determined perfeverance, fa- 
crificing their rear and flanks to the lion, and leaving their 
young to certain deftruction, while they- prefs forward to the 
place of their deftination. 

At his return to the Cape, M. Thunberg takes an oppore 
tunity of defcribing the Hottentots ; but, as thefe beings are 
now well known, we fhall only notice fhortly fome circum- 
ftances which have been lefs attended to. ‘Their form of go- 
vernment ‘is patriarchal; and their tribes are diftinét, and 
united among themfelves, fo that they are probably all deriv- 
ed from a few individuals; and, as thefe are diflinguifhed in 
almoft every refpect from their neighbours on the eaft and the 
north, while they are bounded by the fea on the weft, they 
are probably an emigrant race, increafed at one time to a con- 
fiderable: number. - As colonifation however has expanded a 
more civilifed nation, the Hottentots, like the native Ame- 
ticans, have begun to difappear, and may in a few centuries 
be loft. ‘They have no knowledge of the year, but celebrate 
every new moon, and number their ages by the fuccefhon of 
the bulbous plants.. Circumcifion feems to have been a very 
ancient rite among them ; but it is not eafy to trace it to any. 
religious difpenfation, nor is it, at prefent, commonly practi. 
ed. No one will fufpe& it to be a civil inftitution, with a 
view to cleanlinefs. We have colleéted thefe fats as a founda- 
tion for the-fuperftru€ture of others. It is not out bufinefs to 


excct fyflems. 














Thunberg's Travels, 527 


The firft objet, that occurs, in the vayage to. Jaya,. is: the 
defcription of Batavia, i | 

‘ The citadel: is fituated at: one. endi of the town, and near the- 
fea fide, is.tolerably large, and contains the town-hall, a dwelling- 
houfe, a warehoufe, and feveral other neceffary buildings. 

‘ Without as well as within the town there are canals, the fides 
of which are lined with brick. Through thefe boats pafs, both 
large and fmall, and convey, pot-herbs, fruit, and other articles for 
fale, to different, patts of the town, as alfo frefh grafs for horfes. 
The canals are feldom above four feet in depth, and empty their 
water into the road. ; 

¢ The town is remarkably large and well. built ; the houfes are 
moftly of ftone, and are elegant, with {pacious rooms, which are 
open.to the free air, in order that they may be refrefhing and cool 
ih this burning climate. The ftreets.are not paved; as the ftones 
being heated by the Ceotcine, rays of the fun, would hurt the feet 
of the flaves, who go bare-footed, as alfo of the horfes, which 
here are not fhod. A row of flat ftones, however, is frequently 
laid for the accomodation of the Europeans. 

¢ Here, juft as in Amfterdam, is to be found a mixture of all 
nations and languages. Here are fome of almoft every nation in 
India, who carry on a profitable traffic in this capital of the Eait. 
Indies. 

¢ Exclufive of the Javanefe, who are the original inhabitants of 
the ifland, the Chinefe conititute the major part of its inhabite 
ants, and live not only in the town and its fuburbs, but alfo in the 
country. Thefe people carry on, like the Jews in Holland, avery 
extenfive trade, and cultivate moft of the arts and handicraft pro- 
feflions. ‘They drefs for the moft part here in the fame manner as 
in China, in frocks, with their heads fhaved, and only a round 
{pot left at the crown, the hair of which is plated into a long 
queue.’ Vol. ii. P. 216. 


The heat, though no more than from 80° to 86° of Fahren- 
heit, is unufually oppreflive from the ftagnant air, the ‘vi- 
cinity of the bogs, and the very inconfiderable breeze of 
evening. ‘The manners are thofe of every tropical region, 
and are connected with the .influence of an intenfe vertical’ 
fun. Hofpitality is a common virtue ; and the Europeans, at 
their country houfes, enjoy every luxury which wealth can’ 
procure. ‘The original inhabitants are tall, of a yellow com-’ 
plexion, and not unpleafing. ‘Their language is their own ; 
and, unlike other tropical inhabitants, they confider themfelves- 
as afree people. Their religion is thatof Mohammed. The’ 
Malay language is current, and moft ufeful. M. Vhunberg: 
has therefore added a vocabulary of that tongue. 

Our traveller defcribes very particularly the different deli- 
cious. fruits. which the. genial fun of this region ripens withi 
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peculiar flavour. The currie (now, from the extent of Afiatic 
luxury, fo well known) is defcribed at fome length, with the 
warm colouring which it is fo calculated to excite. 


‘ The burning heat of the air, and exceflive perfpiration, make 
bathing very neceflary : and indeed a day feldom paffes without 
one’s feeing the Indians fplafhing about in the water. For this 
purpofe they choofe fuch places, either in the rivulets or creeks, 
where they are fecure from the crocodile. By thefe means their 
bodies are cleanfed, and their pores opened: befides this the cold 
water ftrengthens their bodies, fo that they afterwards perfpire lefs, 
and grow more light and lively. 

© The fpice trade, it cannot be defied, brings the Dutch com- 
pany the ereateft profits of any; no private perfon therefore, whe- 
ther he be an officer on the civil lift, a burgher or a naval officers 
is fuffered to have any thing to do with it ; but the company has 
engroffed the whole to itfelf. If any one is eaught {fmuggling in 
this article, it always coft him his life, or at leaft he is branded with. 
a red hot iron, and imprifoned for life. 

‘ Opium, which is commonly called amphion, is confidered as 
being contraband in the higheft degree; the commerce in it like- 
wife is entirely referved to the company alone, and the punifhment 
in cafe of trefpafs, extremely fevere. This commodity is chiefly 
brought from Bengal, and brings the company an immenfe profit. 
A great confumption of opium is made in Java, and the adjacent 
iflands. The Indians ufe it very much, but not fo commonly for 
chewing as the Turks, but, in its ftead, make it into an electuary, 
with which they befmear the top of their tobacco, after they have 
put it into their pipes. This, when they have fmoaked a few 
whiffs of it, makes them delirious, and, as it were, drunk ; and 
if they imprudently ufe too much of it, they are quite befide them- 
felves, and raving, fo as even to be ready to murder every one they 
meet. When a man, thus rendered furious by opium, comes into 
the ftreet, they call out Amok, Amok, and every one has a right to 
kill him, as he is to all intents and purpofes an outlaw. The-pri= 
vilege to fell opium is ufually farmed out to fome people, (for the 
moft part men high in office), who are the farmers. general, 
and who pay very large fums for it. Thefe again retail. out their 
privilege to others, or, to {peak more properly, they fell opium by 
wholefale at a very high price, to fuch ‘as difpofe of it in {mall 
quantities to the Indians: And as fome of the firft people here have 
an intereft and fellow-feeling in the trade, a particular ftrict watch is 
kept, to prevent it from being fmuggled into the country; and the 
offender is fure to be punifhed according to the utmoft rigour of the 
law. Birds’ nefts, which I had alfo feen at the Cape before, were here 
more ufed in foups, as nourifhing and delicious. They are com- 
pofed of glutinous fibres, and diffolve into a tranfparent jelly, when 
put into warm water. They were faid to be found in abundance 
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in the Javanefe mountains, and to be a profitable article of com- 
merce, efpecially 1 in China, This trade is alfo monopolized by the 
company, and is generally farmed out to the higheft bidder. Thefe 


nefts have hardly any tafte, but are nourifhing, and eafly of digef- 
tion.’ - Vol. ii. . 286. 


In this safes: the reader will perceive the origin of ‘ run- 
a-muck :’ the word is from makas, drunk. —Some particulars 
refpecting crocodiles deferve notice. 


© Of crocodiles there isa very great abundance nedr the mouths 
of the rivers, and in the ftreams of this ifland. This creature 
grows to a confiderable length. In my botanical excurfions I fre- 
quently faw them lying on “the beach, batking and fleeping in thé 
fun. Sometimes they are taken by the Javanefe with a hook, a 
circumftance which feems.almoft incredible. The mouth of this 
animal is very wide, and the teeth in both his jaws as fharp as 
chiffels; fo that with the greateft eafe he can bite afunder the 
ftrongeft rope. In order to eatch him, the Javanefe ufe.a very 
loofely twifted cord of cotton, at the end of which a hook i is faft- 
ened with fome carrion or freth meat on it. When the crocodile, 
after having fwallowed the hook, endeavours to bite the cord afun- 
der, his teeth get faft between its loofe fibres, fo that he is not able 
to bite it in two. The hook that he has fwallowed likewife pre- 
vents him from tearing the cord to pieces, The hook, as I was 
told, is made of wood; and as foon as the crocodile is obferved to 
have faftened, people come to affift his antagonifts, and kill him 
with other inftruments. So that it is poffible indeed to catcha Le- 
viathan with a hook; it muft not however be done by dint of 
ftrength, but by artifice and ftratagem.’ Vol. li. P. 290. 


~ Various other interefting faéts and circumftances may be 
found in this volume, for which we muft refer to the work : 
but, before we conclude this part of our furvey, we will ex- 
tract an account of the Javanefe. 


¢ The Moors, who live at Batavia, are, as they are elfewhere, 
chiefly merchants, and diftinguifhable by their peculiar and hand- 
fone mode of drefs. They are frequently ftout and tall men, with 
long black hair, which they fold up in a white cloth, like a turban, 
and wear whifkers, Some of them wear a cap, or round hat, on 
their head. Their drefs is a large and wide gown or fhirt, for the 
moft part of white cotton, which is tied with a firing or broad 
ribbon under the breaft, and is wide at bottom, at the fame time 
reaching down to the feet. Their fhoes are wide, and terminate 
in a long flender point, which is turned up, and, by the richer forts 
they were frequently embroidered with gold. 

‘ The Javanefe always fit crofs-legged on a firaw mat laid on 
the floor or on the ground itfelf. On the road, or in the ftreet, 
they fit on their heels. They compliment each other and falute in 
App. Vor. XXII. New Arr. O'o 
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the fame manner. as ‘moft other Indian nations do, viz. by clappin 
their hands together, and lifting them up againft their in a 
"They take hold of their victuals with their fingers, without ufing 
ihe knife or fork. Their drefs confifts of a handkerchief, which 
they twift about their head; a waiftcoat with many fmall buttons 
on it; and a garment (Kasia), which they faften about their 
waift. The waiftcoats of the better fort of people are frequently 
very handfome, and elegantly worked, ‘They wear flippers, but go 
bare-legged. Their flippers. are quite fquare at the toes and turn 
up. Some wear a cylindrical cap cut off fquare, as it were, at top, 
and made of very white cotton, and fo much loaded with rice 
ftarch, as to be ftiff and quite tranfparent. The women wear a 
garment, which, after covering their bodies, reaches down to their 
feet, and is folded together about their waifts ; and over this they 
wear a half fhirt. The hair is wreathed up ina coil upon the 
crown, and faftened with a pin. People of quality wear flippers 
alfo, which are often very richly embroidered. 

‘ The children of thefe people, like thofe of many other In- 
dian nations, are educated in a very fimple inartificial way. 
They are feldom heard to cry. I faw then frequently: left by 
their mothers on a mat {pread on the earth, to amufe themfelves, 
and crawling about on all fours till they could walk. They are 
never laced nor {waddled, and I did not fee one deformed child or 
cripple among them. 

‘ The principal people among the Javanefe live in great {plen- 
dor, and are attended by feveral domeftics, one of which carries a 
pinang box, the fecond a tobacco pipe, and the third tobacco, the 
fourth a {pitting bafon, the fifth an umbrella, &c. nay, the ladies 
are even carried in chairs mounted with filver, and the chieftains 
have fometimes filver or gold fcabbards to their fide arms. 

‘The Javanefe are of a yellow colour, with black and rather 
prominent eyes, the nofe very flightly turned up, but yet fhort and 
blunt; the hair long and black, the mouth by no means large, but 
the upper lip of a moon-like figure, turned up, thick and rather 


pouting. They are moftly of the middle fize, or rather tall than 
otherwile.’ Vol. ii. P. 294. 


(Zo be continued.) 





Letters and Papers on Agriculture, Planting, &8c. feleéted from 
the Corref{pondence of Se Bath and Weft of England Society 
for the Encouragement of Acriculture, Arts, Manufaéiures, 
and Commerce. Vols. VI.VII. 8vo. 6s. each. Boards. 


Dilly. 1797. 


THE obje&ts of provincial focieties are neceffarily local ; 
and the remarks of profeflional men, una¢cuftomed to ar- 
range or condenie their fentiments, will {ometimes wander in 
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diffufenefs, or be interrupted by digreflions. ‘The latter fault, 
though not glaringly confpicuous in the volumes before us, 
fometimes occurs ; and this cireumftance, joined with the: par- 
tial intereft which obfervations merely local muft excite, will, 
we truft, excufe the concifenefs of our account. 

The firit article in the fixth volume, contifts of a feries of 
letters from Mr. South,-on the properties of different woods, 
and the management of plantations. He fometimes defcends 
to minute particulars, fufficiently known ; but his enthufiafm in 
favour of the lords of the vegetable creation, and his truly pa- 
triotic efforts, would cover greater faults. His obfervations 
fhould not be abridged: the whole fhould be perufed toge~ 
ther. We know not whether his intended publication, on 
the management of peach and nectarine: trees, has yet ap~ 
peared ; but, from the prefent fpecimen of his abilities, we 
form favourable expectations of this work. 

The defcription and ufes of the {ward-cutter, invented by 
Mr. Sandilands, cannot be underftood without the. plate.— 
The anfwers of fir Thomas Beevor to Mr. Le Blanc, refpeét- 
ing the management of the turnep-rooted cabbage, are not gene 
rally interefting ; and his mifcellaneous remarks are of a limi 
Jar kind. The Swedith turnep feems to have fucceeded un- 
der his management; and, froma report which is here given, 
the diminution of oak timber is by no means fo alarming, as 
Mr. South has reprefented in his letters. — ‘The next article is 
on the mowing cabbagé, which, fir. Thomas found, did not 
fhoot in any advantageous degree, after being fed down; but 
he thinks it might have been eaten too clofe. This gen- 
tleman alfo obierves, with propriety, that the characteriftic 
advantages of many plants, for winter feeding, have been by 
no means fairly afcertained. Mr. Wimpey offers fome obfer- 
vations on the management and ufe of the mangel-wurtzel ; 
a root now (perhaps juttly) neglected. 

Mr. Wagitatfe has communicated fome remarks on tranf- 
planting wheat, grafting apples and pears,.on the faccharine 
qualities of pears, .on crab-ftocks, &¢. but, except on graft- 
ing, his ideas appear to be in fome meafure vifionary. 

Mr. Onley’s difquifition on wool and fheep is vague and 
unfatisfactory. He feems to difapprove the allotnient of fo 
much ground to fheep-walks, for the purpofe of making the 
wool finer; and yet withes the growth of tine wool to be 
encouraged. We do not mean to affert, that thele points are 
inconfiftent with each other; but he has not attempred to re+_ 
concile them. 

The direGtions for planting and grafting apple-trees, by 
Mr. Morfe, are clear and judicious : this paper, though fhort, 
is very valuable. : 

Mr. Holt defcribes a particular f{pecies of apple, {weet and 
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rich in a pye, witbout — ‘The fcions, howevér, do not 


maintain the fuperiority of the parent ftock. This gentleman 
alfo mentions fome af th the caufes, which feem to have pre- 
vented the tranfplanting of wheat from being generally ad- 
vantageous. 

Mr. Davis has communicated fome concife but juft re- 
marks on plantations ; and has defcribed (according to the re- 
queft of the fociety, intimated in a circular letter) the mifchief 
done in fome grounds by the fquirrels. “They were allured 
by the cones of Scotch firs; and, when they had devoured 
thefe, they attacked the bark, which they devoured about ten 
or twelve feet round the ftem. Mr. Davis alfo, in anfwer to 
another part of the circular letter, gives a cheering profpect 
of the ftate of oak-timber for fhip-building: a want of it, he 
thinks, is by no means to be apprehended. Larch, in his 
opinion, is not calculated to fupply its place. 

Mr. Wyborn’s difquifitions refpeCting the caufe of {mut ip 
wheat need not detain us long. It is caufed, he obferves, by 
{mut in the feed ; the plant is of a deeper green than healthy 
wheat, and never bloffoms. Thefe facts deferve attention : 
and the writer afhrms, that arfenic will prevent fmut without - 
danger. Some other authors combat one of thefe facts, that 
friut arifes from the feed. Mr. Wimpey, in particular, has 
{upported the oppotite opinion with great probability. 

A pamphlet, by Mr. Pew, on the ¢ better mode of providing 
for the poor,’ (which has been publifhed feparately), and fome 
collateral obfervations on the fame fubject by feveral gentle- 
men, follow. But, in this inquiry, we cannot at prefent ene 


a 
. i ‘he account of Zetland, and of the Zetland theep and wool, 
is very fhort and unfatisfadtory. They feem to owe the fine- 
nefs of their ficeces to the falt air, perhaps to the falt marthes, 
and their peculiar breed. 

Some mifcellaneous remarks, in which great approbation i is 

beftowed on the ruta-baga, or Swedith turnep, fucceed. The 
account of the qualities of milk and butter is confufed and 
contradictory. In the next article, a perfon recommends, with 
apparent propriety, the planting of hedges with chefnut, and 
other ureful fruit-trees. 
_ The culture of rape as food is propofed by Mr. Rawfon; 
and another writcr communicates, an account of the fugar 
maple, not efientially different from that which we received, 
fome yeais ago, from Dr. Ruth. 

Mr. Anderien’s obfervations in a tour through Suffolk and 
Surry are very interefting. Mr. Duckitt’s farm affords a fine 
pidure of agriculture, in its moft improved fate. In fome 
circumftances, Mr. Wimpey advifes that wheat fhould be 
fown m ips ing ; but the moft valuable article in the fixth-vo- 
lume is the lait It is a very extentive and perfpicuous ac- 





count of the culture of potatoes, in feeding hogs, by Mr. Bil- 
lingfley. The experiments are very accurately and impartially 
detailed ; and the whole claims particular attention. 

_ Proceeding to the feventh volume, we are pleafed with the 
ftatements and fuggeftions of Mr. Davis on the management 
of woods, and their ftate in the weftern counties. The con- 
clufion of this article ought not to be fuppreffed. 


‘ Upon a general enquiry into the ftate of the woods in the 
weftern counties, and from an a¢tual knowledge of a great part of 
them, the writer hereof is of opinion, that the quantity of wood- 
land in thofe counties is not reduced in any great degree ; that in 
many large tracts of woodland, great advantages have of late years 
been derived from exonerating them, by inclofure aéts, or other 
agreements, from the feed of cattle, to which they were before fub- 
yeét, and by which they were very much injured; that upon the 
whole, as much attention, or perhaps more, is paid to the prefer- 
¥ation of woods, than has been in any former period ; that from 
the quantity of woods newly planted within the laft few years, and 
particularly from that f{pirit of enquiry into their value now fo. ge- 
nerally diffufed throughout this kingdom, wkich will point out the 
neceflity of protecting them when planted, and the mode of ma- 
nagement moft proper and natural for them, according to their fe- 
veral foils and fituations ; there is at prefent no great reafon to ap- 
prehend that any fuch fcarcity of underwood or timber can hap- 
pen, as will make the want thereof alarming ; and as to the ad- 
vance in the price of underwood and timber, fo much talked of by 
all perfons, and fo much dreaded by many ; — a moment’s confi- 
deration will convince them, that no laws that could be made for 
the prefervation. of woods would fo effectually contribute thereto, 
as the idea that the land fo applied will pay as well or better than 
in any other ftate of cultivation, And as the value of both arable 
and pafture land in this kingdom, has been regularly on the in- 
creafe for many years paft, and is ftill increafing, it is neceflary 
that the price of underwood and timber fhould increafe in the 
fame preportion ; and fo far from being alarmed at the advance in 
the price of the productions of woods, we fhould confider ‘that 
this very advance is the beft fecurity we can have for their prefere 
vation,’ Vol. vii. P. 20. 


Mr. Wimpey’s obfervations refpecting timber are not with- 
out merit. , 

Mr. South’s apprehenfions of the decreafe of naval timber 
arife from lucal circumftances. We believe, however, that 
it has decreafed ; not indeed from our author’s arguments, 
which aré far from. being folid, but from more extenfive 
views and information : yet the diminution is not, we think, 
fo great as to be alarming. 

‘ Mr, Turner, in his remarks on the American buffalo, re- 
: O03 | 
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commends it as fuperior to the ox in ftrength and agility. 


This animal is gregarious, docile, alert, and furprifingly 
ftrong. His fleth is good ; the bots and tongue’ are highly 
valuable ; and his horns are of great beauty and utility. Mal- 
jeable copper ; a metal refemblmg block-tin (perhaps filver) ; 
lead ; black-lead; fome filver ; iron, falt, coal, and fulphur ; 
are among the more ufeful mineral productions of America, 
mentioned by this writer. : 

The method of making Parmefan cheefe has been often de- 
{cribed in recent works. It is fhortly related by Mr. Pryce. 

Extracts from a-general view of the agriculture of Dortet, 
Wilts, and Glocefterthire, by Mefirs. Claridge, Davis and 
Turner, refpectively, are inferted in this volume. Thefe are 
fupplied trom the furveys made by order of the board of agni- 
culture, and are valuable additions to the work. The fub- . 
jects, however, are too minute, and too ftriétly local, to ren- 
der ic either convenient or expedient for us to enlarge on them. 
Abridgments of extraés would be truly fhadows of .a fhade. 

Sir.Mordaunt Martin’s account of the properties and ufes 
of the mangel-wurtzel might well have been fpared. We 
have long fince been fatiated with the fubjeét. This gentle- 
man’s remarks on the culture of field potatoes are more ufeful. 
Yet his method has many obvious inconveniencies. His plan 
for meliorating the laws which concern the poor, contains the 
principles of iome excellent regulations. 

Dr. Fothergill’s obfervations on the abufe of fpirituous: li~ 
quors have long fince appeared * in another collection. 

Some correlpondence avhich o¢curred in a provincial news- 
paper, on the fubject of burnt corn, follows. A feledtion 
would have been preferable. The burnt ears are brought 
into that flate by the ova of an infect, which are, in due 
time, animated, and deftroy the feed; but, as in all fimilar 
eircuinftances, the plant muft be weakened to admit the- im- 
preffion, “The firft principle is to keep the land in heart ; and 
perhaps this would be nearly fufficient.~ Preparing the feed 
with lime, &c. is ftrongly recommended by the’ reiult of ex- 
periments which have been lately made. 

Mr. Pew’s article on the conftruction of refervoirs to pre+ 
ferve the fluids from ftables, &c: is highly ufeful, but unintel- 
lipible without the plate. 

Mr. Davis’s exhortations to land-holders, to build comfortable 
cottages for the poor, do credit to his humanity and judgment, 

Mr., Pesy’s plan for the prevention of poverty’ is an exten- 
fion of that of the friendly focieties ; but evéry one is to con> 
tribute ; and we fear the compulfion wil] make that intolerable, 
which, when voluntary, is often eafily and cheerfully borne. 

Mr. Clofe thinks, that.cattle will fatten fooner on potatees, 
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than on cabbages or-turneps. It is remarkable, that 190 out 
of 200 fheep devoured them greedily, while 10 would not 
touch them. Mr. Clofe is an advocate for the drill hufbandry, 
with horfe-heeing. 

Sir Thomas Beevor communicates a table fhowing the 
value of lands, according to different prices of ftock; but 
thefe conclufions are contradicted by the prefent prices, Mr. 
Pugh recommends the horfe and fweet chefnut and the black 
willow as highly valuable in plantations. Mr. South de- 
fcribes the method employed in reclaiming a fnipe bog, by 
which its value was augmented from 7 to 30 {hillings an- 
nually. . Mr. ‘Tugwell’s improved pedometer we cannot de- 
{cribe, intelligibly, without the plate. 


Mr. Broughton’s three papers on the turnep cabbage are de- | 


figned to refcue this ufeful vegetable from the negleé into 
which it was falling. He found it not only a delicacy for the 
table, but fodder highly nutritious, and thriving well on land 
dry, barren, and exhaufted.. On trial, it was eafily preferved 
at fea; and one vegetated, even after arriving at Jamaica. 

Mr. Chapple’s method of avoiding the curl in his potatoes 
appears to be judicious ; but his account is too long, and not 
fufficiently interefting, for an extract. 

The laft paper, by Mr. Billingfley, contains the event of ar 
experiment nade to, afcertain which breed of fheep was moft 
profitable. The fubjects of the experiment, arid the order inf 
which the greateft advances were made, are the following. 
The South-down and Mendip were nearly equal ; the Dorfet, 
Glocefter, Leicefter, and Wilts followed; each more pro- 
fitable than the kind which fucceeded. The volume terminates 
with a copious index to the whole body of the tranfactions of 
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An Account of the Campaign in the Weft-Indies, in the Year 
1794, under the Command of their Excellencies Lieutenant 
General Sir Charles Grey, K. B. and Vice Admiral Sir Fohn 
Fervis, K. B. Commanders in Chief in the Weft- Indies ; with 
the Reduétion of the Iflands of Martinique, St. Lucia, Gua- 

. daloupe, Marigalante, Defiada, Sc. and the Events that fol- 
lowed thofe unparalleled Succeffes and caufed the Lo/s of Gua- 
daloupe. By the Rev. Cooper Willyams, A. M. Vicar of Ex- 
ning, Suffolk, and late Chaplain to His Majefty’s Ship Boyne. 
4to. 21, 5s. Boards, Nicol. 


‘THE campaign, of which a detail is here given, was 
highly honourable to the courage of our countrymen, and to 
the zeal and ability of the affociated commanders ; but, though 
it was attended, in the earlier part, with fignal fuccefs, {ome 
changes of fortune occurred, the effects of which are ftill felt; 
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and to the calamities of war, a fcourge fufficiently dreadful in 
itfelf, the ravages of an infectious difeafe were added. 

The fituation of Mr, Willyams gave him opportunities of 
witneffing fome of the incidents which he relates, and of pro- 
curing authentic information with regard to others ; and, ay 
we have no reafor to fufpe& him of wilful partiality or inten- 
tional mifrepfefentation, we may conclude that his production 

‘affords an accurate account of a memorable campaign. 

When the Britith armament reached Barbadges, the com- 
manders received unpleafing intelligence of the havock which 
the yellow fever had made in that and the neighbouring 
iflands ; but ic was intimated, at the fame*time, that ‘the dif- 
eafe had entirely fubfided;? whence hopes were raifed that 
proved fallacious. ) 

The firft object of fir Charles Grey was the conqueft of 
Martinique, on which ifland he landed with his army in Fe- 
bruary, 1794. He planned three attacks upon different parts 
of the ifland, to be executed at the fame time ; and they were 
all fuccefsful. After accounts of various operations, the cir- 
cumftances which attended the reduction of the town of 
St. Pierre’are thus related : | 


‘ The veffels with troops and feamen on board were under a 
crofs fire from two batteries of red hot fhot, which happily did them 
no damage, though they fell round and near them. Captain Har-, 
‘vey in the Santa Margarita, perceiving the troops were likely to be 
much annoyed, went clofe under the guns of the moft confiderable 
of the two batteries, which he filenced; and about four in the 
morning of the 17th, the troops and feamen made good their land- 
ing, and found that the enemy had left the other battery, During 
the ‘night, the Vefuvius bomb did much execution with her fhells, 
many of them falling in the town, to which it fet fire in fome 
places: the fire, however, was foon extinguifhed. The batteries 
in the town, and on the adjacent hills, kept up’ a conftant fire of 
fhot and fhells on the men of war, as they advanced towards the 
town, which was returned with great fpirit. The Santa Margarita 
was ftruck with a fhell, which fortunately neither fired her, nor did 
any confiderable damage. _ | 

* Colonel Symes, on landing, advanced with the troops towards 
St. Pierre, which the enemy evacuated on his approach, leaving 
their guns primed and loaded, and their colours flying, which were 
hauled down by our people, and the Britith union hoifted. About 
ten, the whole of the, troops..and feamen had marched into the 
town. No man was,fuffered to quit his ranks, nor was. the leaft 
injury done to any ofthe imhabitants, who, with the women and 
children, fat at their doors and windows to fee our army.'march in, 
the fame ‘as when troops pafs through a town in England. While 
our men,were drawn up in the market-place, a flag of truce came: 
io from. general Dundas, who, with his army, was on the,hills near 
the town, and was on his march to attack it. This.flag was iy 
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anfwer to one fent by the enemy to him, offering to capitulate. 
The officer who brought the flag was agreeably furprifed to find, 
on his entering the town, that it wds already in the pofleffion of 
his countrymen,’ P, 41, 


A part of the defcription of the town we will alfo extra. 


* St. Pierre is a long handfome town, fituated on the fhore of an: 
open bay, and flanked by a {trong battery at either end; alfo de- 
fended by two redoubts on the hills which overhang the town. 
The furrounding country rifes in a fucceffion of hills beautifully 
variegated with woods and fugar plantations; and near the town 
are fome fine gardens, which, before the revolution, had been kept 
up in a fuperior ftyle of elegance and convenience. Each ftreet 
of this beautiful town is watered by a clear ftream from the moun- 
tains, running rapidly down the middle, whicly adds greatly to the 
health as well as convenience of the place, The ftreets in general 
are narrow and rough paved, but very regular; the houfes are 
built of a fine ftone like free-ftone, the lower apartments of which 
were in general handfomely, and fometimes fuperbly, furnifhed.’ 
P. 430 

After the attack of the French camp at Sourier, which, Mr. 
Willyams thinks, was one of the beft-conducted enterprifes of 
the campaign, the forts Bourbon and Louis, and Fort-Royal, 
the capital of the ifland, were completely invefted, Fort- 
Louis was taken by ftorm, chiefly in confequence of the f{pi- 
rited exertions of captain Faulknor. This officer, who com- 
manded the Zebra floop, 


* boldly pufhed in towards that fort, ftill referving his fire till 
he came clofe to the walls of it; and then running his thipaground, 
plying his fmall arms and great guns, he drov¢é the enemy from 
thence, and, leaping into a boat, fcaled the ramparts. Seeing the 
Zebra go in, all the boats with {caling ladders, attended by the gun- 
boats, feemed to fly towards the fcene of action. Thofe from 
point Carriere mounted the walls, near where captain Faulknor had 
fo gallantly run his fhip, and, feconding him, drove the enemy out 
of the fort, hauled down the republican flag,'and hoifted the Britith 
union in its ftead. The ftorming party of feamen, from the‘camp 
at point Negro, under captain Rogers, landed at the town of Fort 
Royal, of which they foon took poffeffion.’ Pp. 67. 

Fort-Bourbon was foon after reducedy and thus (fays our 
narrator) 

* © one of the moft valuable of the French iflands in thé Weft- 
Indies was added to the Britifh dominions, poffefling (befides oreat 
revenues and prodigious fources of wealth) one of thefiheft Har- 


bours in the world, in which the whole Britifh fleet “rbight ‘Tafely 


anchor.’ P. 70. 


Having made an eafy conqueft of St. Lucia, the fleet and. 


army haftened to Guadaloupe. Fort Fleur-d’Epée, on this 
Hland, was foon taken by ftorm. When Mr. Willyams went 
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on fhore to ‘ pay the laft honours’ to his countrymen who felf 
on this occafion, the fcene (he fays) ‘ forpaticd his powers of 


- defeription.’ 


‘ It was early in the morning, foon after the aftion was over. 
At the foot of the hill lay feveral of our feamen badly wounded, 
waiting to be carried on board their refpective fhips: a Jittle far. 
ther, under the tall trees that grew within a few yards of the fea, 
feveral naval officers, repofing after the fatigues of the morniig, and 


their men not far from them, As we went up the hill, we met 


fome of the wounded prifoners brought in by our people; and, at 
the gates of the fort was-an heap of the fi.in, who had all died by 
the fword or bayonet. Within the fort the deftruction appeared 
more dreadful, being more confined: a multitude of miferable 
wretches expiring of their wounds, and many of our own people in 
the fame fituation: in the midft of this was his excellency, writing 
his difpatches on a table, on which, fatigued with the aétion, an 
artillery man was fleeping, whom the general would by no means 


have difturbed; one proof, among thoufands, that the trueft heroifm 


may be, and often is, united to the greateft humanity.’ P. gi. 


We are induced to extract more from this work than we 
othérwife fhould have done, as, in our Review of Public 
Affairs for the year 1794, we merely gave a general account 
of the tranfaétions of the war in the Weft-Indies. 

Our author thus recounts the fuccefs of an attack upon a 
chain of batteries near the town of Baffe-Terre. 


‘ The grenadiers were commanded by prince Edward, and the 
light infantry by lieutenant-colonel Coote. At five in the morn- 
ing, the attack commenced, by the light infantry advancing to the 
affault of the higheft and moft formidable battery, which, though 





well defended by nature and art, was foon obliged to yield to the. 


fuperior activity and bravery of our troops, who with their bayonets 
forced the works, putting thirty of them to death, . It is remark- 
able, that in this affair the three firft fentries at the advanced batte- 
ries, on firing their mufkets on the alarm, fhot two advanced men 
of the light Slit: and their guide. ‘The inftant our men had 
nade themfelves mafters of this poft, perceiving that it commanded 
all the’others, they, with infinite fpirit and addrefs, turned the guns 
againft them, under cover of which our troops marched, up, and 
took them all in fucceffion, without much further oppofigion, al- 
though, by every appearance, they had determined to make a vi- 
gorous refiftance.’ Pp. 96, ‘ 


This exploit intimidated the enemy into a furrender-. of the 
remaining portion of Guadaloupe, That conqueit, however, 


was not long retained. 
The writer vindicates fir Charles Grey and the admiral from | 


the charge of extortion, alleged to have been committed in the. 


“s 





_ conquered iflands; and he denies that the lofs of Guadaloupe 


was occafioned or promoted (as it has been ¢ malicioufly’ fup-" 
pofed) by the ‘ oppreffion and peculations’ of thofe commands’ 


ers. He attributes the lofs to the original paucity of troops, 
and to the ravages of the yellow fever, A body of French 
landed when ficknefs had almoft difabled the late conquerors 
of the ifland, affaulted fort Fleur-d’Epée with fuccels, and 
feifed other pofts. While fome of the Englith were ere€ting 
batteries for the recovery of that fortrefs, another party at- 
tacked the poft of St. Anne, and forced it without difficulty, 
killing about 400 of the enemy. As this flaughter was not 
attended with the death of a fingle man among the affailants, 
and only one of their, number received a wound, it appears to 
have been a mafJacre confequent on a furprifal ; and, whether’ 
it refleéts any honour on our countrymen, we leave to the de- 
cifion of our humane readers. 

After fome fpirited actions, the general formed a plan 
which, he hoped, would enable him to regain all the pofts 
taken by the French in their recent invafion of Guada. 
loupe. : : 

‘The plan he had laid down was, for a largé body of troops 
under general Symes to march during the night, and make them- 
felves mafters of Morne Government, and the other commandin 


heights round the town of Point a Pitre, whilft himfelf, at the head. - 


of the reft of his army, was in readinefs on the heights of Mafcot 
to ftorm fort Fleur d’Epée, on receiving a fignal from general 
Symes; but, from fome unfortunate mifapprehenfion, the whole of 
general Grey’s well-concerted plan was abortive, and the almoft 
total deftruétion of our exhaufted forces enfued: but it is my 
bufinefs to detail the events of this unfortunate affair as accurately 
as the confufed accounts I have received will permit. Brigadier- 


general Symes, having under his command the firft battalion of 


grenadiers, commanded by brigadier-general Fifher, and the firtt 
and fecond light infantry, led by colonel Gomm, with a detachment 
of feamen from the Boyne and Veteran, commanded by captain 
Robertfon of the Veteran, marched from the heights of Mafcot at 
about nine o’clock at night, on the firft of July. They firft de- 
fcended into a deep ravine, thick planted with coffee-buthes, through 
which there was no road, the feamen bringing up the rear, The 
night was uncommonly dark, which: rendered their march both 
dangerous and fatiguing. « After» proceeding about a mile, they 
halted on a road, and were joined by two fmall.field-pieces; which? 
were put under the charge of lieutenants Thomfon and Maitland, 
ta be dragged by their feamen. During the halt, fome people, who 
were heard to fpeak French, were feen near the rear; lieutenant 
W olley endeavoured to fecure them, but they efcaped through the 
buthes; and no further notice was taken of this. The army 
wooved fayward about two miles further, on a road leading through 


Fillyams’s Account of the Campaign in the Veft-Indies. 53¢ 


— +++ =" erm 

















































ee 


— 22 eet ee eo 





540 Willyams’s Account of the Campaign in the Weft-Indies, 


deep ravines, and made a fecond halt for about an hour: the 
march was then re-commenced, but.no orders ever pafled during 
the time. They now proceeded for fome miles without meeting 
with any obftruction ; when an order came for the feamen ‘in the 
rear to advance to the attack, which they did by running as faft as 
they could for upwards of a mile. The parties they pafied were 
not in the beft order, owing to the quicknefs of the march, until 
they came to the grenadiers, who were drawn up as a corps de re- 

érve. About this time the bugle horn founded to advance, and. 
foon after, a heavy firing of round and grape-fiiot from Morne 
Government, and alfo from feveral other batteries of the enemy, 
commenced ; as alfo from fome twelve-pounders landed from the 
fhipping ia the harbour, which were placed in ‘tiers, and entirely 
enfiladed the road along which the troops were advancing. After 
pailing the grenadiers, the feamen were halted for a few minutes 
to form, they being perfe&ly out of order from running; but 
{carce thirty of them were got together, when lieutenant Wolley 
was ordered to advance with them, and captain Robertfon remain- 
ed to form and bring up the reft. The cannonading from the 
enemy’s guns was the moft fevere the oldett foldier’ever witneffed, 

efpecially from the guns which were on the road, two or three 
tiers of which were planted behind each other, from which the 
enemy were driven by the bayonets of our gallant fellows, who no 
fooner had taken oné battery, but another opened on them from 
behind, ‘The whole now became a fcene of confufion impoflible 
to defcribe. Inftead of any of the heights being attempted, the 
greater part of the troops and the feamen were ‘got into the town, 
where they were mowed down by the grape-fhot, which play ed 
upon them in every direction, as well as mufquetry from the win- 
dows of the houfes. Wherever our men perceived this, they broke 
open the doors, putting all they found in them to death; and thofe 
who could not ftand the bayonet were fhot as they leaped from the 
windows. General Symes was by this time badly wounded, and 
_his horfe killed under him. Colonel Gomm (who led the light 

infantry), with feveral other officers, was killed, and a great many 
more defperately wounded; and captain Robertfon, who come 
manded the feamen, was blown up. At length general Fifher (the 
_fecond in command, who, as well as every other officer on this 
fervice, was ignorant of general Symes’s plans) founded a retreat.’ 
P. 122. 


In the mean time, the ficknefs increafed among the troops ; 
and, for fome weeks, nothing memorable occurred. At length, 
on the 29th of September, the republicans attacked ‘the 
camp of the Englith at Berville.; and other affaults were 
made, to the great lofs of the enemy ; but the defenders of the 
camp were ultimately obliged to capitulate. The French nog 
fuffering the royalifts td be included in the favourable agrees 
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ment, 300 of thém are faid to have been guillotined, or’ other- 
wife put to death. 7 

The chief occurrences of the fiege of fort Matilda, and the 
death of captain Faulknor in a naval engagement, clofe the 
narrative. “The fiege was continued by Victor Hughes above 
eight weeks; and general Prefcot then efcaped with the garri- 
fon from the fort and the ifland. A few words refpecting 
Hughes (or Hugues) may notimproperly be here introduced. 


‘ Vitor Hughes was originally a petty inn-keeper at Baffle 
Terre, Guadaloupe; from whence he was driven for fome mifde- 
meanor, and became maftct of a fmall trading veffel at St. Do- 
mingo; then a lieutenant in the French navy; and afterwards a 
deputy in the national affembly ; from whence, he came out to the 
Welt Indies as commiffioner, with controlling powers over the 
commanders of the army and navy. His abilities were certainly 
good; his courage and perfeverance undoubted; but, from ‘the 
ferocity of his character, he was both feared and hated.’ p. 148, 


This publication is not only calculated to inform and amufe 
the general reader, but may be ufefully added to that fund of 
materials, which future hiftorians of the prefent reign will find 
it neceflary to confult. 





He’s much to blame, a Comedy: in Five A&s. As performed 
at the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 8vo. 2s. Robinfons. 


1798. 


THE unknown author of this piece acknowledges that he 
is in a fmall degree indebted to Le Complai/ant, a French 
comedy, and to Goethe’s tragedy of Clavigo. So little of a 
foreign caft, however, appears in the conitruction of it, that 
it may be deemed legitimate Englifh; and it certainly is, in 
fome refpeéts, fuperior to moft ot our modern comedies. 

The fable may be underftood from the following outline. 
Lord Vibrate, a nobleman of a hefitating undetermined cha- 
racter, has promifed his daughter lady Jane to Mr. Delava!, a 
man of honour, who is the object of her love. Lady Vibrate, 
however, a common woman of fafhion, perfuades her hufband 
to beftow the young lady on Sir George Verfatile, a lively 
man of fafhion, who was proteéted in his youth by Delaval’s 
father, and who then.engaged.the affections of mifs Delaval, 
but deferted her when the acceffion of a fortune and title threw 
him upon the great world. He is charmed with lady Jane, and 
folicits her hand. The unhappy mifs Delaval, in the mean 
time, affumes the male attire, and, vifiting London in purfuit 
of her lover, accidentally meets the Vibrate family at am hotel. 
Her brother arrives at the fame houfe, with a refolution of 
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avenging the infult received by his fifter. | Some very inter 
efting fcenes are here managed with eo dexterity. Sir George 


is awakened to a fenfe of his mifcondut, by an interview with 
mifs Delaval at a mafquerade; and all his affe€tion revives. 
Her brother, however, hitherto unknown to him, had fent 
_ him a challenge, and, at the time appointed, remains difguifed 

until he has given a ftriking picture. of Sir George’s early life, 
his obligations to the Delaval family, and the ingratitude with 
which he repaid them. The conceffions which Sir George 
makes, foften the refentment of Delaval: a reconciliation takes . 
place ; and the piece ends with the marriage of fir George and 
mifs Delaval, and of Mr. Delaval and lady Jane. 

As a fair fpecimen of this comedy, we extract the following 
feene between fir George Verfatile and Mr. Delaval. 


¢ Sir G. Good morning, fir! 

¢ Del. You recolle& me ? 

* Sir G. Perfectly. 

© Del. ’Tis well. 

-€ Sir G. Ihave been anxious for your coming. Your menace 
lives in my memory; and I fhall be gladto know the name of him 
who has threatened fuch mortal enmity. 

© Del. A little patience will be neceffary. I muft preface my 
proceedings with a fhort ftory. 

* Sir_G. 1 fhall be all attention. Pleafe to be feated. Wave cere- 
mony, and to the fubje&t. ( They fr.) Now, fir. 

* Del. About fix years ago, acertain youth came up from college ; 
poor, and unprotected. He was a fcholar, pleafing in manner, 
warm and generous of temper, of a refpectable family, and feemed 
to-poflefs the germ of every virtue. ! 


‘ SirG. Well, fir. 
‘ Del. Hear me on: my praifes will not be tedious. Chance 


made him known to a-‘man who defired to cherifh his good quali- 
ties; and the purfe, the experience, and the power of his benefaétor, 
fuch as they were, he profited by to the utmoft. Received as a 
fon, he foon became dear to the family; but moft dear to the daugh- 
ter of his friend, whofe tender age and glowing affeétions made her 
apt to admire the virtues fhe heard her father fo ardently praife, 
and encourage. You are uneafy ? 

‘ Sir G. Be pleafed to continue. . 

‘ Del. The affiduities of the youth to gain her heart were un- 
abating; and his pretenfions, poor and unknown as he then was, 
were not rejected. The noble nature of his friend fcorned to make 
his poverty his crime. Why do you bite your lip? Was it not 
‘generous? | 
. © SirG. Sir! 

‘ © Del. (firmly.) Was it not ? | 
- € Sir G, Certainly! Nothing could—equal the — generofity. 

¢ Del.: The health of his benefactor was declining faft; and the 
only thing required of the youth was that he fhould qualify him- 
felf for the cares of life, by fome profeflion. He therefore entered 
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a ftudent in the Temple; and the means. were furnifhed by his 
protector, till the end was obtained. Was not this friendfhip ? 

‘ Sir G, It was, | 

‘ Del. The lady, almoft a child when firft he knew her, increafed 
in grace and beauty fafter than in years. Sweetnefs and fmiles 
played upon her countenance. She was the delight of her friends, 
the admiration of the world, and the coveted of every eye. Lovers 
of fortune and fafhion contended for her hand; but fhe had be- 
{towed her heart—had beftowed it on a—Sit ftill, fir; I fhall foon 
have done. I amcomingto the point. Five yearselapfed; during 
which the youth received every kindnefs friendfhip could afford, 
and every proof chafte affection had to give. Thefe he returned 
with promifes and proteftations that feemed ‘too vaft for his heart. 
I would fay for his tongue.—Are you unwell, fir? 

‘ Sir G. Go on with your tale. : 

‘ Del. His benefactor, feeling the hand of death fteal on, was anx- 
ious to fee the two perfons deareft to his heart happy before he ex- 
pired; and the marriage was determined on, the day fixed, and the 
friends of the family invited. ‘The intended bridegroom appeared 
half frantic with his approaching blifs. Now, fir, mark his pro- 
ceeding. In this fhort interval, by fudden and unexpected deaths, 
he becomes the heir toa title and large eftate. Well! Does he not 
fly to the arms of his languifhing friend? Does he not pour his 
new treafures and his tran{ports into the lap of love? Coward and 
montter ! 

‘ Sir G. (both farting up) Sir! ! 

¢ De!. Viler than words can paint! Having robbed a family of 
honour, a friend of peace, and an angel of every human folace, he 
fled, like a thief, and concealed himfelf from immediate contempt 
and vengeance in a foreign country. But contempt and vengeance 
have at length overtaken him: they befet him: they face him at 
this inftant. The friend he wronged is dead: but the fon of that 
friend lives, andI am he. | 

‘ Sir G. ’Tis as I thought! 

‘ Del. You are—I will not defile my lips by telling you what 
you are. 

‘. Sir G. T own that what I have done — 

‘ D-i. Forbear to interrupt me, fir. You have nothing to 
plead, and much te hear. Firft fay, did my fitter, by any improper 
condu@, levity of behaviour, or fault or vice whatever, give you 
juft caufe to abandon her ? 7 

‘ SirG. None! None! Her purity is only exceeded by her 
love. 

‘ Del. Then how, barbarian, how had you the heart to difgrace 
the family and endanger the life of a woman whofe fanétified af- 
fe&tion would have embraced you in poverty, peftilence, or death ; 
and who, had fhe poffeffed empires, would have beftowed them 
with an imperial affectiow ? 

¢ Sir G. Sir, if you afk, Have I committed errors? call them 
crimes if you will, Yes. Ifyou demand, Will I juftify them? Ne, 


soo ees 


_ If you require me to atone. for them, here is my heart: you. have 
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wrongs to revenge, ftrike; and, if you’ can, inflie a pang greater 
than any it yet has known. 

¢ Del. Juftice is not to be difarmed bv being braved. To the 
queftion. It can be no part of your intention, and certainly not 
of mine, that you fhould marry my filter. Something very dif- 


erent muft be done. 
¢ SirG. What? Name it! 
¢ Del. You muft give me an gable gee written and figned 


by yourfelf, that you have bafely and moft difhono urably injured, 
infulted, and betrayed, Maria Delaval: and this paper, immediately 
as I leave your houfe, I fhall publifh in every patible way ;- till my 
fitter fhall be fo appeafed, and honour fo fatiated, ‘that vengeance 


itfelf fhall ery, Hold! 
¢ Sir G. Written by me! Publithed! No: Iwill fign rio fuch 


er. 

‘ Del. So I fuppofed ; and the alternative iilows: "Here Tam; 
nor will I quit you, go where you will, till you fhall confent to re- 
tire with me to fome place from which one of us muft never return. 
Should T be th* victor, flight, banifhment from my native country, 
and the bittereft recollections of the villanies of man, muft be the 
fate of me and my fifter.. If I fal, you then may triumph, and fhe 
languifh and dite unrevenged. This, or the written acknowledg- 
ment. Confider, and chufe. 

¢ Sir G.-What can I anfwer? The paper you fhall not have. 
My life you are welcome to: take it. 

¢ Del. Have you not brought difgrace enough on my family ? 
Would you make’ me an alfaffin ? My fifter and my father 
loved you. Let tie, if poflible, feel fome little return of refpeét for 

ou. 

2 ‘ Sir G. Having wronged the fifler, would you have’me murder 
the brother ? Aistety. the moft guilty of men, would you make 
me the worft of fiends ?- Though an enemy, be a generous one. 

¢ Del. Plaufible fophift! The certs fir; or, man to man, and 
arm to arm, clofe the {cene of my difhonour, or your own. The 
written acknowledgment. Determine. (Walks away, and views the 


eter es.) 
‘ Sir G. ( Apart.) Why, av! ’Tis comé home? I have sou it, 


deferved it, ’tis fallen, and the rock mutt ctufl the reptile !—Then 
welcome ruin. The fword mult-decide. (Goes to-take bis fvord, but 
fops.) The fword?” What! Betray the fifter, and aflaffinate the 
brother ? Oh God! And fuch a brother! Stern, but noble- 
aminded: indignant of injury, peerlefs in affetion, and proud of a 
fifter whom the world might worthip; but whom I, worthlefs 
wretch, in levity and pride of heart, have abandoned. { Aloud.) 
Mr. Delaval! 

¢ Del. Have you refolved tofign ? 

‘ Sir G. Hear me. 


‘ Del. The written acknowledgment!’ 
¢ Sir G. My behaviour to your fifter is— what I cannot en- 


dure to name — ’tis hateful! ’Fis— infamous! My obligations 


to your moft excellent father, the refpect you have infpired me 
with, and my love for Maria — 








, 


‘ Del: Infolent! Infufferable meannefs! Tie paper, fir ! 

‘ Sir G. Angry though-you are; Mr. Delaval, your mirft hear 
me. I fay, my love, my adoration of Maria, has but increafed my 
guilt. It has. made me dread her contempt. I durf not face the 
angel whom I had fo deeply injured. a 

¢ Del. Artifice! evafion!. cowardice!—Your figtature! . 

‘ Sir G. ( fnatching xp bis fword from the table.) You Mliall have 
it. Follow me. : 

‘ Del. Fear me not, 

‘ Sir G. ( topping Joort). Hold, Mr. Delaval. Juftice is dn your 
fide. If your firmnefs be not a favage {pirit of revenge, if you do 
not thirft for blood, you will feel my only refource will be to fall on 
your fword. I cannot lift my arm againft you. 

¢ Del. Thenfign the acknowledgment. Tiage 

¢ Sir G. Can you in the fpirit even of an enemy alk it? Do 
you not already defpife me enough? Think for a moment: am [ 
the only man. that ever erred? Is it fo wonderful that a giddy 
youth, whofe habitual failing was compliance, by fiidden accident 
elevated to the pinnacle of fortune, furrounded by proud and felf- 
ith relations of whofe apigrppation I was vain, is it fo ftrange that 
I fhould be overpowered by their dictates, and yield to their in- 
treaties? Yourriendfhip or my death is now the only alternative. 
Suppofe the latter: will it honour yet among men? At the 

“man of blood the heart of man revolts? Will it endear you to 
Maria? Kind forgiving angel, and hateful to myfelf as her af- 
fe&tion makes me, I laft night found that affection fiill as ftrong, 

ftill as pure, as in the firft hour of our infant loves. Lady Jane — 
¢ Del. Forbear to nameher! *Tis profanation from your lips! 

No more cafuiftry,). Nodubterfuge! The paper ! 

‘ Sir G; Can no motives — 

‘ Del. None! 

‘ Sir G. My future life, my foul, fhall be devoted to Maria. 

‘ Del. The paper ! 

© Sir G, Obdurate man! (Refieéts a moment.) You thall have it. 
(Goes to the table to write, during which Delaval remains deep int 
thought and much agitated.) Here, tir! fince you wil! not be geherous, 

Jet mebe juft. °*Tis proper I rerhove every taint of fufpicton from 
the deeply-wronged Maria. 

* Del. (Reads with a faltering voice.) “1 George Verfatile, 
once poor and dependent, fince vain, fickle, and faithlefs, do under 
my hand acknowledge I have perfidioufly—broken my pledged pro- 
mife-——to the moft deferving —lovely— and — (Begins in much agi- 
tation to tear the paper.) 

‘ Sir G. Mr. Delaval ? 

¢ Del. Damn it+-I can’t —I can't fpeak, Here! here! (Serik- 
ing his bofom.) 

‘ SirG. Mr. Delaval ? 

‘ Del. My brother ! 

‘© Sir G. (Falls on bis neck) Canit be? My friend! 

* Del. This ftusborn temper —always in extremes! The tiger; 
of the child. 

+ Sir G. Oh-nol ’Twas not to be forgiven! Beft of mea! 
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* Del. Well, well: we are friends. 

© Sir G. Everlaftingly! Brothers! 

© Del. Yes; brothers.’ p. 82. | 

In this produétion there is much to commend. It exhibits 2 
faithful picture of fome of the more intricate operations of 
the mind in fituations of “eae? and embarrafflment; and the 


characters, if we except that of Sir George, are well preferved. 
In him there appears fome inconfiftency; either his crime is 
too fudden, or his repentance may be mentioned in that light: 
but the bufinefs of a comedy does not perhaps allow of the 
more leifurely movements of charaéter.. The dialogue is 
lively, and free from the puns and quibbles which. have lately 
been miftaken for wit, and have reduced the flage to a rival- 
fhip with Bartholomew fair. The charaéter of. Dr..Gofter- 
man, a fawning quack, is introduced with a happy effect; and 
his language is better adapted to people of ‘ his way,’ than we 

enerally find in imitations of foreign languages.—Upon the 
whole, this is a comedy which, in a purer ftate of theatrical 
exhibition, would have been abundantly fuccefsful, and which, 
even now, will be read with pleafure, where-ever the dramatic 


tafte has not been totally depraved. 





fn Account of the different Kinds of Sheep found in the Ruf- 
fian Dominions, and among the Tartar Hordes of Afia: by 
Dr. Pallas. Illuftrated with fix Plates. To which is added, 
five Appendixes tending to illuftrate the natural and econo- 
mical Hiftory of Sheep and other domeftic Animals. By 
Fames Anderfon, LL.D. &c. 8v0. 55. Sewed. Chapman, 


FREQUENT difputes have occurred with regard to the 
parent country of many objects of neceflity and Juxury : but 
the fheep is, with little doubt, referred to the fertile plains of 
Afia ; and the original fpecies is the mufimon of Pliny, the 
argali of the Afiatics, an animal approaching more nearly, in 
appearance, to the goat than the domefticated fheep. . The 
arpali is indeed, in manners and habit, of the goat kind. It 
lives on bare rocks: its food confifts of the {mall Alpine 
plants ; and its chief delight is an unclouded fun. The parent 
fpecies of goat is found alfo in thefe regions; and the diftinc- 
tion is fufficiently obvious from the horns, and other circum- 
ftances. 

The argali is found even fo high as the 6oth degree of 
- north latitude ; and we know that it will bear a tropical fun. 
One of its varieties, however, (the fteatopyga, or fat-tailed 
fheep) is found in a more extenfive range, though not in cli- 
mates of fuch different temperatures. . The peculiarity of this 
animal confifts in two protuberances of fat on the rump, and 
not in any fat appendage to which we annex the idea of a 
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tail. Thefe protuberances are certainly a diftinguifhing form 
of the race, like the fat excrefcence on the. back of a bifon ; 
and it is an idle fancy, that they are produced by any par- 
ticular food. The food indeed, beft adapted to the conftitu- 
tion of the animal, will contribute to its perfection in every 
refpet ; and, when fheep enjoy it in abundance; thefe parts 
will increafe as well as the fatty fubftance in other cavities. 
A fimilar confufion occurs in the author’s idea of fheep pure 
ing themfelves by eating plants of the anemonoid kinds In 
Fatt, thefe are the earlieft vegetables of the plains of Afia, and 
are greedily devoured by the fheep. The confequence is un- 
doubtedly a falutary evacuation ; but the inftin& is the gene- 
ral one i frefh vegetable food. Similar circumftances gav¢ 
our earlieft {pring herbs the chara@er of anti-{corbutie. 

On the varieties we cannot enlarge; yet we muft exprels 
our with, that this memoir, tranflated in part from the Fafci- 
culus Undecimus of Pallas, had been extended from the fame 
author: Many faéts and remarks of importance are, we, per- 
ceive, omitted. The beauty of the fleeces of the very young 
Tfcherkeflian Jambs renders them highly valuable. The 
wool hangs in light flowing ringlets ; and, by art, the delica- 
cy is preferved in a more advanced age. Some natural, as 
well as accidental, variations are alfo noticed. Whether, food 
will change, as Pallas fuppofes, the colour of hair or wool, 
Dr. Anderion is in fome doubt. He feems willing to reject 
the opinion, though the effets of madder exclufively on the 
colour of the bones, render it at leaft not impoflible, that 
fome: food or particular impregnations of water may act 
wholly on the hair. Of thefe effects; however,, there is not 
the flighteft evidence; and, if any faét of this kind has been 
sJolioeds the food mutt be fuppofed to aét very remotely. , If 
it is only found in thé’thickeft parts of a foreft, where, during 
the time of feeding, ‘light is in a great degree excluded, the 
animal, while in fearch of it, may have the fhades of its coat 
rendered much lighter. _ If this has happened in a hazel grove, 
the omenta of the puts may have been given to imitate it in 
other regions: The idea of blue fheep feems to have arifen 
from the ufe of the word ceruleus by Boethius ; but, in ancient 
authors, the meaning of this word is extremely vague. — Vir- 
gil even gives it as an epithet to imber ; and every dark co- 
Jour, which contained a glow from the admixture of a bright- 
er, feems to have had; at times, this epithet. Flocks of all the 
varieties of gréy are common ; but the hue arifes from the 
mixture of black and white.—The yellow flocks feem to have 
owed their exilterice to a fimilar miftake, the-golden locks of 
the Latin poets. We fhall feleé&t the conclufions from the ob- 
fervations of Dr. Pallas : { 


‘ rft; That there is but one fpecies of theep, divided into a cer- 
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tain number of varieties, diftinguithed principally by the tail; ag 
thé doctor has found that all the different fpecies mentioned by au- 
thors propagate together and produce prolific defcendants; which 
refutes all idea of a fpecific difference. 


‘ With regard to Wool. 


' £2adly, That the firft variety of Pallas, the Tfcherkeffian or bing 
failed, are the .beft wool bearing fheep, carrying naturally a 
woolly fleece’ without admixture of hair in all countries where it 
has been found; except always in the extremes of heat and cold, 
which turn wool to hair in every variety of the animal. 

€ 3dly, That next to the Tfcherkeffian, the mixed breed he has 
named Boucharian, promifes the greateft advantages with regard to 
fleece, if managed with fkill and attention by the able and in- 
duftrious Europeans. 

'* This variety, the 4th and laft of our author, is diftinguifhed by 
a tail, thick and fat above, but long arid lean below. 

‘ thly, That the Ruffian fheep which conftitutes his 2d. varie- 
ty, diftinguifhed by a fhort meagre tail, are a {mall breed carrying | 
wool of the very coarfeft kind, only fit for the drefs of the northern 
peafants in a ftate of vaflalage ; although climate, care, and pafture, 
feem to meliorate it very confiderably. 

‘ sthly, That the large fat rumped, or fat tailed fheep, the va- 

riety reared from the frontiers of Europe, to thofe of China, by 
almoft all the paftoral nations, and the whole of the Nomades ; and 
that which feems to be the moft univerfally reared over the whole 
globe, as an article of food, from its fize and fatnefs, ranks the 
loweft with regard to fleece; as it carries only a fpecies of coarfe 
wool mixed with hair, in all ‘countries where it has been found : 
and even that very inferior fleece is fo matted together, as to be 
with difficulty carded, if at all capable of that operation. How- 
ever that laft circutnftance obferved by Dr. Pallas in the Kirguife 
theep, may be owing to fome local caufe. 
- “¢ 6thly, That a temperate climate is the moft favourable for the ~ 
production of wool; as extremes of both heat and cold have a 
téndency to convert it into hair, or at leaft into a fpecies of wool 
fo extremely coarfe, as not to be eafily diftinguifhed from it. 

‘ 8thly, That fatine bitter paftures, have great influence in aug- 
menting the fize of fheep, as well as in fattening them ; at the fame 
time that fuch paftures have a particula? tendency to produce the 
‘fpecies of foft oily greafe, which forms more efpecially on the 
‘rump and tail of the fteatopyga variety of theep, and is different 
from fuet, the kind of fat common to ruminating animals. 

‘ gthly, That leguminous Alpine plants, efpecially the aftragali, 
and a fhrub refembling the robinia caragana, when aided by a 
“temperate climate and exercife, have a tendency to produce the 
largeft” fized domeftic fheep the doctor faw in his travels, éven’ 
equal to the mufimon or wild'fheep, which lives and feeds like the 
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flocks of the hills of Dauria; that refemble it fo much in bulk; 
but that thefe plants have no tendency to form the foft oily fat 
mentioned above, which the doétor thinks is only produced by 
faline bitter paftures, ; 

‘ rothly, That much depends on the care and {kill of the fhep- 
herd, to meliorate the fleece, augment the fize, and correct the 
form of fheep, even to that of the horns, by pafture, exercife, and 
above all by the judicious choice of rams, on which much de- 
pends ; as not alone beauty and other defirable qualities, but defore 
mity and even difeafe may be propagated and handed down througlt 
many generations. 

‘ rithly, And laftly, I think one might almoft hazard an opi- 
nion from Dr. Pallas’s information; that by care and attention \to 
the fleece of lambs,. of the Tfcherkeffian, Boucharian, and Tauri¢ 
varieties, from their birth to a certain age, a valuable fur trade 
might be carried on with the north and China, where they are in 
fuch high eftimation with the rich and great, ‘as a winter’ drefs, 
ever more than our fineft Siberian furs, at leaft in Ruffia and Po- 
land.’ p. 66. | 


The firft Appendix refers to limits between fpecies and 
varieties: the ufual one of propagating a ferti/e race will not 
hold beyond the vegetable kingdom, except in animals not 
very nearly refembling each other; but a difquifition of this 
kind would lead us too far. 

The effe& of climate in altering the wool, forms the fub- 
je& of the fecond Appendix. ‘The woolly animals of the 
temperate or frigid zone have been fuppofed to be hairy in 
hotter regions; and various facts, not fufliciently noticed by 
Dr. Anderfon, give a fané&tion to this opinion. He feems, 
however, to think it fallacious; but he has only raifed doubts, 
without eftablifhing his own fyftem. He has, at leaft, proved3 
that fome breeds of fheep will retain their fine fleeces even in 
warm climates; but he has not demonftrated the general po- 
fition, that climate does not influence the filky foftnefs of the 
wool. Every part of this Appendix deferves attention. The 
whole fubject relating to the covering of animals is treated in 
a very comprehenfive manner, and with great precifion. 

The third Appendix refpeéts the changes produced on 
animals, by food and management. In this part, we find a 
copious examination of the effeéts of the falt marfhes, and the 
bitter plants ; but the refult is only, that, by the affiftance of 
the more natural, congenial foods, the general health of the 
animal is increafed, and its characteriftics, of every kind, are 
in greater perfection. | : 

In the account of fur-bearing animals, the fubject of the 
fourth Appendix, are fome HepoKetnk obferyations; and the 
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gireétions for choofing fheep, in the fifth, are particularly ufe- 
ful. 
“This volume, upon the whole, is curious and ‘valuable, 
If it had contained more, we fhould have been better pleafed, 
as much remains to be told; but, for what is here given, Dr. 
Anderfon merits our thanks and thofe of the public. 





A Colleétion of Scarce and Interefiing Traéts, tending to eluct- 
date detached Parts of the Hiftory of Great Britain; feleé- 
ed from the Sommers-Colleétions, and arranged in Chronalo- 


gical Order. 4to. il, 5s. Boards. R. Edwards. 


MOST of our readers may be fuppofed to have heard of 
the copious collection of traéts, publifhed about the middle 
of the prefent century, to the amount of fixteen volumes in 
quarto. Many of thefe pieces were printed from manufcripts ; 
the others were copied from different publications. | 

As it is very difficult to procure that work from which the 
prefent is extracted, the fele&tor is entitled to our thaitks for 
his endeavours to fupply in fome degree the wants of thofe 
who lamented the rare occurrence of to ufeful a compilation; 
and we are pleafed.to find, that he has paid more attention to 
propriety of arrangement than the editors of the larger work, 
and has made, with fome exceptions, a judicious choice of 
articles. 

The volume contains fifty-feven pieces. An account of the 
baptifm of prince Arthur, the fon of Henry VII. is the firft 
in order, It is immediately fucceeded by a * Remembrance 
for the Tradu€tion of the Princeffe Katherine,’ daughter of 
Ferdinand of Arragon. A curious fpecimen of the ftyle of 
the latter piece is exhibited in this quotation. 


‘ The impatient winds of that’ [the Spani/h] ‘ coaft feem to have 
been greatlie agreveed, and not peaceably to fuffer the paflage of 
the faid princefs to the coafts of England, fatally ordained and pre- 
drftinate the guifts, and alfo the dowrie of fo godlie a ladie and 
princefs: whereupon they cruellie with right great hugenes of 
ftormes and tempefts oppofed with their outerageous blaftes the 
cloathes of the fhips, inhaunced their mafts out of their focketts, 
diftroubled their tacklinge, and all their whole weigne, the perillous 
feas with waves foe fearfull wrought and areared, that unto the 
rulers and crafty mariners was moft to theire freighte perfons to 
be fafegarded, expedientily thought to fome of theire owne latelie, 
forfaken havens, they fhould retourne their coufe, where within 
fhorte feas,. it contented Almightie God that more pleafant winds 
fhould goodlie rule the journeys of the cleare aires above, throughe, 
whofe Relpe ‘and aide unto the Englifh partes, they were right 
fhortelie convenied, and fortunatelte they arrived at Plymouth, fare 
in the countrie of the weft.’ P. 7, : ve Pr 
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Nothing is here given that belongs to the reigns of Henry 
WII. Edward VI. and Mary ; but that of Elizabeth has fur- 
nifhed feveral articles. One is, a report of fome of the trea- 
fonalsle practices of the earl of Northumberland, who fhot 
himfelf in the Tower in 1585: in this narrative, the weapon 
which he ufed is ftyled a dagger; for, in thofe times, a piftol 
was fometimes called a dagge, or degger. Another is, a long 
epiftle fent from London in 1588, by a catholic mal-content, 
to the Spanifh ambaffador at Paris ; it contains a reprefenta- 
tion of the ftate of England. A letter from fir Henry Sidney 
follows, iving advice to his fon, who was afterwards the ce- 
lebrated fir Philip. One of the queen’s {peeches, and the par- 
ticulars of her laft illnefs, death, and funeral, are alfo given. 

The ‘moft triumphant and royal accomplifhment of the 
baptifm’ of prince Henry is detailed in a pompous relation ; 
and the pageants with which king James was honoured in a 
proceffion through the city of London, are copioufly defcrib- 
ed. The fucceeding piece is Trefwell’s account of the chief 
occurrences of the journey of the earl of Nottingham to the 
Spanith court, as ambaflador from James. Two articles 
follow, on the fubject of the gunpowder-plot, and the punifh- 
ment of the confpirators. 

In the detail of the folemnities and fports which attended 
the marriage of the elector Palatine with the princefs Eliza- 
beth, the performances of the bridegroom at the rimg, with 
thofe of the king and his fon Charles, are thus mentioned. 


* The king, mounted upon a fteed of much {wiftnes, was the firft 
that began the honourable paftimes, and like a moft noble martialift 
tooke the ring vpon his fpeare, three feverali times together, where- 
at the trumpets Rill founded to the great ioy of the beholders, 

¢. After him the illuftrious prince, Count Palatine, vpon a horfe 
of that braue courage, which feemed to ftand vpon no ground, 
where with a {pirit of much forwardnefs, he tooke the ring vpon 
his {peare twife together, folightly, and fo nimbly, that the whole 
affembly gave him high commendations. - 

¢ After him, the braue young flower, and hope of England, 
Prince Charles, mounted as it were vpon a Spanifh jennet, that 
takes his fwiftnefs from the nature of the winde, moft couragioufly, 
and with much agillitie of hand, tooke the ring clearly foure times 
in fiue courfes, which was in the eye of the kings maieftie and the . 
nobilitie, there prefent, a fight of much admiration, and an ex- 
ceeding comfort to all the Jand,’ Pp, 199. 


As the accurate account, by fir Charles Cornwallis, of the 
life and death of prince Henry, was carefully confulted by Dr. 
Birch, when he wrote his well-known life of that prince, we 
proceed to the narrative of ¢ the lord Dighby’s entertainment in 
Spain,’ in which we meet with a ftrange inftance of popith 
prejudice and illiberality. - 
Pp4 
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‘ Before I remove his lordfhip from St. Andero, I muft. not 
omit to tell you how Mr. Hole his fecretary died there, and_ for 
want of Chriftian burial, was fain to bé put into a coffin and 
thrown into the fea; but whether it was that they had not weight 
enough to keep it under water, or that the fifhermen took it up . 
purpofe, (fearing they fhauld catch no fifh as long as the corps o 
an heretic lay in thetr waters,) certain it is, that after his lordfhip 
was parted thence, we had news that the coffin was broken up, and 
the corps of our countryman and brother, was thrown above ground 
to be devoured by the fowls of the air.’ P. 251. } 


Paffing over fome intervening articles, we cbferye ‘ News 
from Bruffels, in 1660;’—a letter pretended to have been 
written by an attendant of Charles I]. To this libel Mr. 
Evelyn publifhed.an anfwer, which, though it was not intro- 
Ried into the Sommers’ collection, and therefore claims no 
place in this volume, is inferted as an antidote to the venom of 
the News from Bruffels. , 

In the ‘ Three Royal Cedars,’ fulfome adulation is lavifhed 
upon Charles IJ. at a time, indeed, when he had not reigned, 
hough his true charaéter was not unknown. | 


‘ He is’ (fays Mr. Sanders) ¢ the pattern of patience and piety ; 
the moft righteous and jufteft of kings; the moft knowing and ex- 
petienced of princes; the holieft and the beft of men; the fevereft 
punifher of vice ; the ftricteft rewarder of virtue ; the conftanteft 
perfeverer in religion ; and the trueft lover of his fyubjeéts.’ p. 361. 


Several of the pieces relate to the duke of Monmouth, and 
his uncle James Hl. The {peech of the latter, on his death- 
bed, to his fon, is couched in thefe terms : 


* I am now leaving this world which has been to me a fea of 
ftorms and tempefts ; it being God almighty’s will to wean me from 
it by many great affliflions, Serve him with all your power and 
firength, and never put the crown of England in competition with: 
your eternal falvation. ‘There’s no flavery like fin, nor no liberty 
like his fervice. If his holy providence fhall think fit to fet you 
upon the throne of your anceftors, govern your people with juftice 
and clemency, and take pity of your mifled fubjeéts, Remember. 
kings are not made for themfelyes, but for the good of the people.. 
Set before their eyes, in your own aétions, a pattern of all manner. 
of virtnes, Confider them as your children, aim at nothing but 
their good in sb | them. You are the child of vows and 
prayefs, Behave yourfelf accordingly. Honour your mother, that 


your days may be long, and be always a kind brother to your dear. 
fifter, that you may reap the bleffings of concord and unity.’ 
P. 440. 


“A humorous paper is given on the fubje& of the birth of 
the prince of Wales in 1688. The ¢ great men of England, 
and the potentates of the earth,’ are reprefented as confulting. 


the oracle for the purpofe of difcovering whether the-child was 
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the real or pretended fon of James. . The decifion was thus 
pronounced ; ‘ the child fuppofited, the monk reigning.’ | 
- To the ‘ Hiftory of the Kentith petition’ fome verfes are 
added, the writer of which had a ftronger claim to the cha- 
racter of a patriot than to that of a poet. We find thefe lines 
among them : 


¢ England has this one fate peculiar to her, 
Never to want a patty to undo her, - 
The court, the king, the church, the parliament, 
Alternately vurfue the fame intent, — 
Under the {pecious term of liberty, 
The paflive injur’d people to betray: 
And it has always been the peaple’s fate, 
To fee their own miftakes when ’twas too late, 
Senfelefs of danger, fleepy and fecure, 
Till their diftempers grew tao ftrong to cure; 
Till they’re embrac’d by the approaching grave, 
And none but Jove and miracles can fave. 
In vain bold heroes venture to redeem 
A people willinger to fink than {wim : 
_If there’s a Brutus in the nation found, 
That dares patrician ufurpation wound, 
He's fure to find an ignominious grave, 


And perifh by the people he would fave.’ P. 542. 


Without particularifing the remaining tracts, we recom- 
mend the yolume to the attention of the public. 





Walfingham; or,.the Pupil of Naturee 4 Domeftic Story. 
By pe Robinfon. 4 Vols. 12mo. 16s. fewed. Longman, 


1797- 


IT cannot be expeéted that we fhould enter into a minute 
detail.of the various incidents of this novel ; (for what read- 
er would be gratified with an analyfis of four volumes?) but 
we will exhibit the prominent features of the ftory. | 

Sir Edward Aubrey, who is killed by a fall from his horfe 
during the pregnancy of lady Aubrey, leaves the greater 
part of his fortune to the child, if it fhould bea fon, but, if 
a daughter, a fmaller proportion of it. In either cafe, pro- . 
vifion was to be made for his nephew Walfingham, the hero 


of the piece. The offspring proved to be a female; and 
Jady Aubrey, at the inftigation of an old fervant of the fa- 
mily (who was interefted in the affair), conceals the will, 
and educates the child in the difguife of a boy, under the 
name-of Sidney. After a variety of adventures, fle difclofes 
the whole of her former conduct ; and Walfingham is mar- 


ried to his coufin Sidney. To this fketeh we will fubjoin 
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-fome extraéts, which will give our readers no unfavourable 


idea of the work. 
The following quotation unfolds, in fome degree, the cha- 


racter of Walfingham. 
~ € Tam the child of for row, the victim of deception. I have been 


| culpable, but not vicious ; refentful, but not vindiétive. Mine 


have been the errors of a too vivid jmagination ; the miferies of 
fenfibility, acute, but not indifcriminate. It is not from the mul- 
titude that-I derive my anguifh ; the fenfelefs throng, and the gaudy 
ephemera of profperous days, never had power to fting me — for 
they were not my affociates! Cold and cheerlefs forrow has been 
my companion ; andthe fhaft which pierced my bofom was winged 
by a refiftlefs hand — the hand of nature. < 

¢ Since my refidence on the continent, I have endeavoured to 
mingle with fociety ; 1 am forlorn, but not mifanthropic ; dejected, 
but not fplenetic: there is an infinite difference between the un- 
complaining fadnefs of defpondency and the peevith inquietude of 
a €apricious imagination. What are the fenfations I excite ? Cu- 
riofity and pity. - Pity! that miferable boen which humanity be- 
ftows in filence, but which oftentation delights in difplaying ; while 
all the proud indignant throbbings of the wounded heart unite to 
repulfe the arrogant intruder. If there be a pang more terrible 
than death, a poifon more fubtle than the deftruéttve aconite, 4 
humiliatiom more poignant than contempt, or a torture more acute 
than the fting of ingratitude, it is the agonifing taunt which mocks 
philanthropy, the pity of the cold and oftentatious bofom. 

“ If I fometinies fteal from the focial fcenes of life; it is owing 
to my dread of diffufing a gloom over the afpeét of furrounding 
objedis ; the pale and fickly hue of melancholy muft be obtrufive 
where all elfe is vivid, animated, glowing! I feel, yes, I feel that 
. am fit only for miyfelf, ’ Vol. i. Pp. 7. 


- Walfingham, ill treated by lady Aubrey, and jealous of the 
regard of Ifabella (a young lady whom he loves) for Sidney, 
conceives the idea of entering into the army, at the fuggeftion 
of colonel Aubrey ; but he is diffuaded from his purpoie. 


* Colonel Aubrey, notwithftanding my readinefs to accede to 
his propofal, would not fuffer me to decide rafhiv on an event 
which might form the main fpring of every future ation. He was 
fenfible that my expectations were few, and my profpects clouded ; 
he knew that all my hopes depended on the caprice of a proud, vin- 
dictive woman, whofe mind was contaminated by avarice, and at 
the fame time devoted to oftentation. He confidered my ardent. 
defire to enter a profeflion which is always dazzling to. a young, 
mind, as the offspring of pique rather than the refult of difpaffions 
ate reflection. Mr. Hanbury united in difluading me from my 
purpofe: he had ever wifhed me to fludy divinity ; he felt a phil- 
anthropic repugnance to the purfuit of fanguinary warfare, and 
never heard the exultations of a victory, without heaving a figh for 
the miferies of the vanquifhed. I had for feveral days abfented 
myfelf from the manor-houfe, when I again urged him to fanétion 
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colonel Aubrey’s propofal; he fhuddered—while I pleaded the 
ambition. of a warm and youthful bofom, where every vein panted 
for independence. TIfabella was prefent during our converfation ; 
fhe feemed tenderly interefted in my fate, and eagerly expreffed her 
hopes that I would relinquifh my projeét, ‘Confider, Walfing- 
ham,” faid fhe, with a tone at once.earneft and impreffive, “ your 
charming coufin has offered you a home, a {weet afylum, here at 
Glenowen.—You were once fond of this mountain folitude; the 
deepeft fhade, the moft barren precipice, had charms for your con- 
templative imagination: why are you changed? In what refpeé 
have they loft their wonted attra¢tions !” 

“© Tfabella, is it you who afk this barbarous queftion ?” faid I, 
while the beating of my heart fcarcely allowed my tongue the pow- 
er of utterance. ‘Can I ever be the affociate, the friend of fir 
Sidney Aubrey ?” 

“ What fhould prevent you?” cried Tfabella fmiling; “ with 
fuch a companion you cannot fail to be happy ; for wherever he 
goes, felicity muft follow,” 

‘Are thefe your fentiments, Ifabella ?”? faid I, with emotion 
which I could no longer ftifle: “is it the wretched; the diftraéted 
Walfingham whom you would humble by making him dependent 
on the objeét of your affections? “Spare me, I conjure you, fpare 
me the pang of confcious degradation ; let not the pupil of your 
brother ftoop to the bafenefs of difhonour.”’ 

‘¢ Compofe your mind, my dear Walfingham,” interrupted Mr. 
Hanbury, ‘¢ and diveft it of that fombre prejudice which early 
events have but too deeply rooted ; fir Sidney Aubrey deferves that 
you fhould think kindly of him: his virtues, the generofity of his 
nature, fhould intereft you by congeniality, and place you beyond 
the reach of obligation; you muft remain with us; you muft be 
the friend, the affociate of this noble, this accomplifhed kinfman.” 

« Perifh the thought!” exclaimed I. ‘* Under all the horrors 
of approaching events, this {pot would be a {cene of torture, which 
my fortitude would fhrink at.” 

¢¢ Every fpet which fir Sidney inhabits muft be a terreftrial pa- 
radife !”’ cried Ifabella. 

‘ I was almoft frantic — I could but faintly articulate «*I will 
depart,”” Vol. i. P, 315. 


9? 


The charagter of Dr, Pimpernel, the director of a mad- 
houfe, is curious. He 


‘ had travelled much, and had tried all profeffions, in all cli- 
mates. The conclufions which he drew from experimental know- 
ledge were thefe — That two-thirds of the breathing race were 
mad; and that he who could get poffeflion of a patient's mind, 
was more than half affured of dominion, whether in a ftate of 
convalefcence or of confirmed infanity. For this reafon he fet up 
‘a mind-mill, ‘where he ground the fhattered particles of intelleét, 
to his own purpofe; and when the produce of his labour promifed 
gither répyitation or-profit, he never failed to promote the one, or 
go embrace the other. A hufband who wanted to have a trouble- 
fome wile taken care of — a libertine who wifhtted to provide for a 
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miftrefs; when the edge of paflion became-blunted by fatiety —or, 
a re refined na tage Fought to fecure unguarded ee 
found infinite advantages in the fubduing atmofphere of the all. 
potent mind-mill, 

-¢ To this fcene of variegated mifery Mifs Woodford was con- 
veyed, bathed with her mother’s tears, and unconfcious of her 
dreary deftination ; the doétor promifed to attend her daily, abfo- 
Intely forbidding all intercourfe with her family or conneétions. 

« Mrs. Wooaford’s confidence in doctor Pimpernel’s profeffiona] 
fkill was boundlefs ; fhe did not recollect that he was alfo fkilled 
in profeffions ; and that fincerity was not one of thofe qualities 
which characterifed his mind, in his intercourfe with fociety. That 
friend whom he “ grappléd to his heart with hooks of fteel’* one 
day —the next he would * caft like a loathfome weed away.” 
With the little he was the greateft of men; with the great he 
fhrunk into the leaft ! He talked higher and bowed lower than any 
courtly hater of courts within the atmofphere of politica] warfare. 
Like the vanes of a fteeple, he foared above every otber object, 
and was. perpetually turning to all points without fixing to any. 
Born in one country, educated in another, a traveller in a third, 
and a citizen of a fourth, he had acquired a {mattering of every 
language — a gufto for every folly, a degree of notoriety in all, 
but a portion of reputation in none. He had written books that 
nobody read, and related wonders which nobody credited. His 
mind was a fort of falmagundi of Hibernian affurance, Scottifh 
erudition, Italian fhrewdnefs, Iberian pride, Gallic philofophy, 
and Englifh apathy — the one perpetually ftruggling with the other, 
without either, for a moment, obtaining the afcendancy. Born 
in Ireland, educated in Scotland, polifhed in Italy, and bronzed in 
Britain — he was originally intended for the church ; but the cir- 
cumfcribed limits of his theological -refearches excluded him from 
the interior of the holy fanctuary, and confined the {pecimens of 
his art to the fadly folemn precinéts of the church-yard, where in- 
numerable monuments will remain to the end of time, of his in- 


duftry, fkill, popularity, and experience,’ Vol. iii. P. 313. 
At the corfclufion of the work, Walfingham thus fpeaks : 


‘ Now, Rofanna, retired from the bufy varying fcenes of noife 
and folly, I leave thofe trifling vicious reptiles whom you have met 
with during the progrefs of my dilaftrous ftory, to the infamy that 
wil] mark their names, till fate configns them tooblivion. I have 
held them up as beacons, to warn the unwary: I have pourtrayed 
them, as they are; neither with a flattering nor a diftorting pencil, 
If they continue to triumph over the children of worth and genius, 
it will only prove that, in this undefinable fphere, where the beft 
and wifeft cannot hope for happinefs, the demons of art are per- 
mitted to opprefs with wrongs, while they lift the empty brow of 
arrogance and pride above the illuftrious pypils of genius, truth, 
and nature!” Vol. iv. Pp. 400. | 


The language is eafy, and not inelegants but it does not 
poffefs that energy which brings to our recollection the idea 
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of ‘ thoughts that breathe, and-words that burn.’ The in- 
cidents are, for the moft part, new and intereftingy’ Wal- 
fingham, however, ranks not fo high in our opinion as fome 
other works of Mrs. oH The general plan is without 


any moral tendency. € principal hinge on which. the {tory 
turns, —the education of a young lady in mafculine habits,— 
cannot, we think, be either inftructive or amufing.. The 
reader is almoft inclined to execrate lady Aubrey, though her 
faults proceed in part from a miftaken Seadnets for. her child. 
She, however, makes reparation to thofe who have fuffered in 
confequence of her mifconduct ; and the ptincipal charagters 


become ultimately happy. 
Of the poetry, the following f{pecimen will fuffice. 


.* Ah! cold Negle&! more chilling far 
Than Zembla’s blaft or Scythia’s {now ! 
Sure, born beneath a lucklefs ftar 
Is he, who, after ev’ry pain : 
Has wrung his. bofom’s central vein, | : if 
To fill his bitter cup of woe, 
Is deftin’d thee to know ! 


¢ The fmiles of fame, the pride of truth, 
All that can lift the glowing mind, 
The nobleft energies of youth, 
Wit, valour, genius, {cience, tafte ! 
A form by all that’s lovely grac’d, 
A foul where virtue dwells enfhrin’d, 
A prey to thee we find! 


¢ The fpring of life looks frefh and gay, 
The fiow’rs of fancy bud around! 
We think that ev’ry morn is May ; 
While hope and rapture fill the breaft, 
We hold refleétion’s lore a jeft, 
Nor own that forrow’s fhaft can wound, 
Till cold Negleét is found. | 


6 Ah! then, how fad the world appears, 
How falfe, how idle arethe gay ! 
Morn only breaks to witnefs tears, . 
And ev’ning'clofes, but to fhew ° 
That darknefs mimics human woe, 
And life’s beft fcene a fummer day, 
That fhines and fades away ! 


¢ Some dread difeafe, and others woe, 
Some vifionary torments fee ; 
Some fhrink unpitied love to know, 
Some writhe beneath oppreflion’s fangs, 
And fome with jealous hopelefs pangs : 
-) But whatfoe’er my fate may be, 
Oh, keep Neglect from me! 
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¢ E’en, after death, Jet mem’ry’s hand, ait cee 
Dire&ted by the moon-light ray, . 
Weave o’er my grave a cyprefs band, 
And bind the fod with curious cafe, 
And fcatter flow’rets frefh and fair; 
And oft the facred tribute pay, Soe, 
To keep Neglect away!’ Vol. ii. P. 290. 


The reader will here recognife all the harmony, fweetnefs; 
and delicacy of expreflion, of this popular writer. hey 
thefe characteriftics of female verfification may fometimes, for 
want of the wis poetica, degenerate into infipidity and .af- 
fe€tation, yet, upon the whole, in thefé volumes the poetry 
is pleafing and elegant. 





—— 


The Satires of Perfius. Tranflated by William Drummond; 


Efq. M. P. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Wright. 1797. 


MR. Drummond has attempted an arduous tafk: The 
tranflator of Perfius muft foften the obfcene, and explain the 
obfcure : this has been done with judgment in the prefent ver- 
fion ; but the fenfé of the fatirift is frequently dilated, and the 
ftren; th of his beft paflages loft. This remark may be ex- 
emplified in thofe lines of the third fatire which are equal to 


any effort of Latin poetry. 


* Magne pater diviim, fevos punire tyrahnos 
Haud alia ratione velis, cum dira libido 
Moverit ingenium ferventi tincta veneno; | 
Virtutem videant, intabefcantque reliéta. 
Anne magis Siculi gemiuerunt zra juvenci, 
Et magis atiratis pendens laquearibus enfis 
Purpureas fubter cervices terruit, Imus, 
Imus precipites, quam fi fibi dicat, et intus 
Palleat infelix, quod proxima nefciat uxor?” 





* Great fire of gods, let not thy thunder fall 

On princes when their crimes for vengeance call ; 

But let remembrance punifh guilty kings, 

And confcience wound with all her thoufand ftings ; 

Let Truth’s fair form confefs’d before them rife; * 

And Virtue ftand reveal’d to mortal eyes: _ gy Sr 
Attonifh tyrants by her placid mien, 

And teach them, dying, what they might have been. : 
Does he feel keener pangs, acuter pains, 209 
Whom, doom’d to death, the brazen bull contains? 
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Or, clothed in purple, was that wretch more blefs’d 
Whom flaves attended, and whom courts carefs’d, , 
While from the roof, fufpended by a thread, 

The pointed {word hung threatening o'er his head ; 
Than that bold wretch, who, unappall’d at crimes, 
By mad ambition urged to grandeur climbs ; | 
From his dark bofom dares not lift the veil, 
Shudders in thought, and at. himfelf grows pale, 
Trufting to'none the fecrets of his life, 

Not even confiding in his weeping wife?’ P. 43. 


Dryden has rendered this paflage with as little force, and 
with lefs fidelity.) > | 

The conclufion of the fecond fatire is weakened in the fame 
manner. Riel: 


* Quin damus id fuperis, de magn4 quod dare lance 
Non poffit magni Meffale lippa propago; , 
Compofitum jus fasque animo, fanétosque receffus 
Mentis, et incogtum generofo pectus honefto? 

Hec cedo ut admoveam templis, et farre litabo.’ 


‘ Let me give that which wealth cannot befiow, , 
The pomp of riches, nor the glare of fhow ; 

Let me give that, which from their golden pot 
Meffala’s proud and blear-eyed race could not: 
To the juft gods let me prefent a mind, * 

Which civil and religious duties bind, 

A guilelefs heart, which no dark fecrets knows, 
But with the génerous love of virtue glows. 

- Such be. the prefents, fuch the gifts I make, 
With them ‘Lfacrifice a wheaten cake.’ P. 35 


The lines of Dryden are better, though they by no means 


equal the original. 


But let us for the gods a gift prepare, 

Which the great man’s great charges cannot bear ; 
A foul where laws both human and divine 

In practice more than fpeculation fhine ; 

A genuine virtue of a vigorous kind, 

Pure in the laft receffes of the mind: 

When with fuch offerings to the gods I come, 

A cake, thus given, is worth a hecatomb.’ 


The beft mode of rendering Perfius, perhaps, would be to 
corre&t the verfion which Dryden hattily, though not without 
confiderable merit, executed. 

Mr. Drummond appears to more advantage as an origina! 
writer. We will quote a {pecimen from his prologue. 
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¢ As time fpeeds on, and years revolve, my friend, 
I grow too idle, or too old to mend. gee 
While yet a youth, my pure defcriptive lays 

The learn’d could fuffer, and the partial praife. 

Her brilliant tints Imagination threw, 

O’er the wild fcenes my artlefs pencil drew; 

Soft numbers fell unftudied from my tongue, 

Fancy was pleas’d, and Judgment yet was young; 

Gay Hope. then fmoothed the wrinkled brow of Time, 
Love waved his torch, and Youth was in its prime. 
But foon the tempeft gather’d o’er my head, 

Health loft her bloom, and faithlefs Pleafure fled; 
Friend ‘hip retired, and left me to.decay, 

And Love defponding threw his torch away. 

’T was then, when ficknefs and when forrow drew 
Their fable curtain on my clouded view : 

When loft to hope, I wander’d, wan and pale, 

O’er Cintra’s rocks, or fought Vauclufe’s vale ; 

That left in diftant climes to droop and pine, 

The Mufe’s converfe and her art were mine : 

Nor. lefs beloved has been the tuneful lay, 

Since fortune {miled, and fate reftored my day.’ P.xxv. 


The tranflator’s preface is difcriminating and elegant. 


‘Though there are many readers who will not agree with him 


in affligning to Horace the firft place among the Roman fati- 
rifts, the paflage in which he fums up the different merits of 
thofe writers may be read with pleafure. 


* Horace is the moft agreeable and the moft inftruétive writer ; 
Juvenal the moft {plendid declaimer ; and Perfius the moft inflexi- 
ble moralift. The firft is like a fkilful gladiator, who vanquidhes 
without deftroying his antagonift;—the. fecond exerts -gigantic 
ftrength in the conteft ;——and the third enters the lifts with all the 
ardour of a youthful combatant. If the ftyle of Horace be chafter, 
if his Latinity be purer, if his manner be gayer and more agreeable 
than either of the two fatirifts who follow him, he does not write 
finer verfes than Juvenal, nor has he nobler thoughts than Per- 
fius. The poetry of the firft refembles a beautiful river, which 
glides along through pleafant fcenes, funny fields, and {miling val- 
leys: that of the fecond is like the majeftic ftream, whofe waters, 
in flowing by the largeft city in Europe, are polluted with no fmall 

rtios of its filth and ordure: that of the third may be compared 
to adeop and angry torrent, which loves to roll its fullen waves un- 
der the dark fhadow of the mountain, or amidfi the’ filent gloom of 


the-foreft.’ P. XVi. ! 





( 56% ) 


The Hygrology, or Chemico-Phyfiological Doéiwine of the Fluids 
of the Human Body, tranflated from the Latin of Ps Ff. 
Plenck of Vienna, Profeffor of Chemifiry, Sc. By Robert 
Hooper, M. D. ec, 8vo. §s. Boards. Boofey. 179%. 


BY the application of chemical knowledge, many of the 
arts and fciences have received confiderable improvement ; 
and the advantages which medicine has derived from this 
fource are by no means few or unimportant. Of its utility in 
unfolding the conftituent principles of the fluid parts.of the 
human fyftem, we have a tolerable {pecimen in the prefent 
volume, though we cannot fuppofe with the tranflator that 
it affords a complete view of the fubject. 

The conclufions of profeffor Plenck are in general too con- 
cife and too tabular, to be extenfively ufeful to the medical 
inquirer; and the experiments upon which they reft do not 
afford fufficient opportunities of judging of the accuracy 
of the different analytical proceffes. “Lhe work, indeed, 


‘ is principally defigned as a compendium, or text-book, to the 
more elaborate labours of modern chemifts, who have, in part 
only, examined the properties of fome particular fluids of | the 
body ; but it is to. be hoped, that it may further excite phyficians, 
to elucidate the nature and office of the animal fluids, by this mode 
of analyfis, and lead to a clearer conception of the animal cecono- 
my.’ P. ii. : 

The analyfis of the humours of the human body is a bufi- 
nefs of much difficulty, even to the modern chemift. How 
it has been performed by the profeffor in this work, the reader 
will be in fome meafure enabled to judge from the extraéts 


which we {hall fubmit to his perufal. 
Speaking of the folid parts, the author obferves, that — 


¢ The fubftance of a red mufcle-is very compound. For it 
confifts, | 

¢ 1. Of adipofe membrane, which contains the oil of animal fat. 

¢ 2. Of vafcular fubftance, the blood of which gives rednefs to 
the mufcle. ‘Thusa mufcle wafhed for a long time becomes pale, 
and imparts its rednefs to the water, 

‘ 3. Of nerves and lymphatic veffels, which run through the 


fubftance of the mufcle. 
¢ 4. Of an irritable fibrous fubftance, which conftitutes the- 


flefh of the mufcle. : 
‘ The conftituent principles of thefe four parts are feparated from 


each other in the following manner : , : 
¢ 1. The red fleth is to be wafhed with cold water, until all the 
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rednefs difappear. The reddened water evaporated by gentle heat, 
leaves an albuminous gluten, and a portion of the falt contained in 
the ferum of the blood. 

$ a. The flefh that remains after wathing i is tobe fteeped for 
fome time in alcohol of wine ; by which the extraétive principle of 
the flefh and the remaining portion of the falt is extracted. 

‘ 3. The flefh that ftill remains is to be well- boiled, in water, 
In this way the animal jelly and the oil of the fat is obtained from 
mutcle. 

‘4. The flefh which remains after boiling is a fibrous, white, 
infipid, inodorous mafs; irrefoluble in water, contracting very 

‘much in the fire, and foon putrefying. Hence it bears a great fi- 
militude to the fibrous gluten of the cruor, which is therefore not 
improperly called caro fuida. 

‘ 5. All animal fleth boiled with the acid of nitre gives out a 
great quantity of azotic gas, and by dry diftillation leaves carbone, 
very difficult to incinerate. Hence the elements of the flefhy fibres 
are the animal gluten of the fibres. 

‘ Thus the fubftance of a mufcle is very compound ; for it 
conlifts of, | 

* ¥ Animal jelly. 

* 2. Oil of animal fat. 

* 3. The albumen of the ferum of.the blood. 

‘ 4. The fibrous gluten of the cruor. 

‘ 5. The extra¢tive principle, proper to flefh. 

‘ This extractive principle of the flefh as yet has not been {fatis- 
factorily explored by chemifts. 

‘ By evaporation, it gives out, an agreeable, almoft aromatie 
fmell. Its tafte is bitterifh, and rather acrid. It is foluble in wa- 
ter and alcohol of wine. 

© The falt contained in this extraa appears | to be the foda phof- 
phorata and calx phofphorata. Does it not alfo contain fugar? 
For the brown cruft of roafted meat diffufes an agreeable {mell al- 
moft like that of burnt fugar. 

* The boiling of fiefh in water affords the following analyfis. 

t. Spuma, or froth on the furface of the water; it arifes from 
the albuminous gluten of the ferum of the blood, and is removed 
with a fkimmer. 

‘ 2.. Oily particles, which fwim upon the furface of the broth, 
‘and are extracted from the adipofe membrane of the mufcle. 

‘ 3. Jelly of flefh, which mixes with the boiling water and re- 
mains ina fluid ftate by heat; but in cooling, the fat is feparated 
in the form of a folid cruft, on the furface of the broth, 

‘ 4, Extra&tive matter, which is the proper juice of the flefh, - 
and gives colour, fmell, and tafte to the broth. It alfo forms a 
brown cruft on the furface of roafted meat, which gives to it the 


" agreeable tafte and fmell of burnt fugar. 
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* ¢. Fibrous matter of meat when perfectly” boiled, which: is 
without fmell, tafté, or colour: 

‘ Therefore the mufcular fibre appears to cont of fibrous — 
and extractive matter.’ P. 21. 


His obfervations on the nervous fluid are not very luminous. 
We are not in the leaft benefited by his remark, that it is an 
element /ui generis, which is produced and exifts only in the 
nerves, 

On the fynovia of the joints, we have thefe conclufions —. 


¢ The fecretory organ is compofed of the fynovial glands, fo fi- 
tuated in peculiar foveoli in the articulations, that they can only be 
very flightly preffed by the heads of the bones, There is alfo 
mixed with this liquid, an aqueous vapour, fecreted by the arteries 
of the capfular ligament ; which, when in too great a quantity, is 
abforbed by the lymphatic veffels, opening into the cavity of the 

oint. 
aS ©"ThéMimell of fynovia is fatuow, animal, like that of the fper- 
ma of frogs. Tafte: faltith. 

¢ Colour : pellucig ; and of a greenifh white. Confiftence: 
vifcous. 

¢ Specific gravity ; greater than diftilled water. 

* Quantity: more or leis, according to the fize of the joint. It 
is grenett i in the articulation of the femur and. knee. 

‘ It unites with cold water, and when agitated, froths, by reafon 
of its albuminous principle. It la¢tefces with boiling water, and 
in part coagulates. It alfo in part coagulates with alcohol of wine. 

' Expofed to a dry atmofphere, it gradually paffes from a vif- 
cous into a gelatinous confiftence ; at length it again becomes vif- 
cous, indurates into a fcaly net, and depofits faline chryftals, which 
' are, aerated foda and culinary {falt. . 

‘It becomes green with fyrup of violets ; and renders lime water 
turbid, | 

* Synovia is not changed by aerated alkali; but by cauftic alkali 
it is rendered more fluid. Dried fynovia and its fibrous precipitate 
are diffolved in the fame manner. 

‘ A floccous fubftance is precipitated from fynovia, by the con- 
centrated mineral and vegetable acids; which is again diffolved in 
acids not concentrated. The diluted mineral acid and acetum, 
coagulate fynovia, and the folution gradually becomes clear, after 
depofiting its fibrous precipitate. 

* Conftituent principles: two hundred and eighty-eight grains of 
ox’s fynovia, contain, 

* Of water, two hundred and-thirty grains. 

* Of a common albuminous principle, thirteen grains. 

* Of a particular albuminous principle, thirty four grains, 

‘ Of aerated foda, two grains. 
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* Of culinary falt, five grains. 

* Of phofphorated calx, two grains. ’ 

* By dry diftillation fynovia gives out-an infipid water foon pu- 
erefying, volatile alkali, and empyreumatic oil. ‘From the remain- 
ing elixiviated carbone, culinary falt and aerated foda are obtained ; 
and from the incinerated carbone, a phofphoric calx. 

‘ The ufe of fynovia. 

‘ 1. It lubricates the cartilaginous furfaces of the articulatory 
bones, to prevent their being rubbed down by motion: thus it fa- 
cilitates the motion of the articulations, and impedes the difagree- 
able ftrepitus, or creeking, during their motion. 

‘2. It prevents the concretion of the articulated bones:from long 
reft.’ Pp. 216, 


In fome inftances, the profeffor has made ufe of. fuch terms 
as are not at prefent generally employed. Im thefe-cafes the 
tranflator ought, in our opinion, to have fubftituted thofe of 
the new chemical nomenclature, in order to render the. ywork 
more uniform and intelligible. There is another poifit which 
claims our notice. In many places, the tranflation is nearly 
as difficult to the younger ftudents as the original. ‘Thefe-are 
a few examples out of many that prefent themfelves. In page 
64 we read, * The lachrymal humour which runs from ‘the 
lachrymal Jac, through the na/a/ canals under the inferior con- 
cha nafalis, into the pofterior meatus of the noftrils ;? and, in 
page 70, ‘ The fubmaxiliary glands which pour out their fi- 
tiva through the Warthonian duéts, on each fide of the frenu- 
lum of the tongue, by a narrow ofculum.” 

If tranflations be neceflary, they are only calculated for the 
‘uufe of thofe who are unacquainted with the original language: 
what benefit fuch readers will derive from pafiages like thofe 
which we have quoted, let others decide. 











A REVEEW 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 


FROM 


the Beginning of JANUARY to the; End of APRIL, 1798. 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


WITHIN the laft ten years, fo frequent have been the 
changes in the political {cene of Europe, that future alteras 
tions may be apprehended, not merely by fuperficial obferv- 
ers and thofe who are eafily alarmed, but even by cool and 
deliberate infpectors of the occurrences of the times, and by 
acute fpeculators upon probable contingencies. As events 
the moft unexpected, and incidents the moft extraordi- 
nary, have taken place in various regions, the revolution 
ary {pirit, it may be fuppofed, will not immediately fub- 
fide; but, afterthofe difplays of it which we have feen, we 
fhall be the lefs furprifed at other ebullitions of the fame 
‘zeal. Amidft thefe convulfions, we are happy to find that 
Great-Britain ftill maintains her independence, and that 
her conftitution, though lefs pure in praétice than in theo- 
ry, itill deferves and obtains the fupport of her fons, and 
defies the threats of a republican foe. 

Though the menaces of the French for the rnin of our 
government were defpifed by fpirited politicians, their pre- 
parations for an invafion were at length thought of fufh- 
cient moment to require extraordinary means of national 
defence. On the 11th of January, the king fent a meflage 
to each houfe of parliament, intimating that he had received 
jatelligence of ‘ meafures taken in France, apparently in 
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purfuance of a defign of attempting the invafion of thefe - 


kingdoms;’ and that he therefore thought it incumbent 
upon him to omit no precaution which might contribute to 
the fafety of his people. No debate arofe when addreffes 
of thanks were recommended ; and, on the following day, 
the two houfes adjourned for fome weeks. 

The notoriety of the French preparations rendered the 
new afleffment lefs unpopular than it would otherwife have 
been, as the danger of the country feemed to juftify the 
demands of the court for the maintenance of public fecu- 
rity. During the debates on the bill which impofed this 
burthen, fome of the members exprefled an intention of 
contributing beyond the amount of the demand,’and a with 
that all perfons who were not in a ftate of poverty would 
follow fuch anexample. The propofal was approved; and 
the dire€tors of the bank were authorifed by the act to re- 
ceive voluntary contributions. At firft, the fubfcribérs did 
not throng the bank; but they foon became numerous} 
and many were very liberal. The foyereign was one of the 
contributors ; and from whom could a confiderable grant 
be more reafonably expected? His prefent, however, did 
not exceed 20,000 pounds. The queen was alfo a fub- 
{criber: her gift amounted to 5,000 pounds. From moft 
of the provincial towns donations were tranfmitted to the 
metropolis ; but the aggregate receipts, we believe, have not 
anfwered the expectations of the court, Pamphlets were 
publifhed to ftimulate the people to the facrifice of a part of 
their property at the altar of patriotifm ; and the folicitors 
of general bounty did not feruple to requeft, in printed bills, 
the contribution of a /lillizg out of the fmall earnings of the 
manufacturing journeyman andthe poor labourer. ~ 

While the fubfcriptions were in daily progrefs, the pub- 
lic attention was aroufed by an inftance of royal difpleafure, 
which followed a political and convivial meeting of the op- 
ponents of the miniitry, on the anniverfary of the birth of 
Mr. Fox. The duke of Norfolk, in a fpeech to the com- 
pany, made a pointed reference to the fituation of general 
Wafhington at the beginning of the American war, when 
not more than 2009 men (the fuppofed number prefent. at 
this meeting) were aflembled around him. He afterwards 
propofed feveral toafls recommeadatory of centtitutional 
reform ;' and at length gave ‘ the foyercign majefty of the 
people.’ His behaviour, which was certainly indifcrete, 
was fo refented at court, that he was difmiffed from the 
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dignity of lieutenant of the weft-riding of Yorkfhire, and 
from the appointment of colonel of the militia of that di-_ 
ftrict. The comments that were made on this treatment 
by the two parties, may eafily be conjectured by our 
readers. : 

The commons, having refumed their deliberations on the 
8th of February, entered upon the fubject of national de- 
fence. Mr. Dundas moved for the introduction of a bill 
to enable his majefty to call out a certain portion of the. 
fupplementary militia, and incorporate a part of that body 
in the companies of militia ; and the bill was foon carried 
into effeét. Other meafures for the fecurity of the realm 
were for fome time in contemplation; and, on the 27th of 
March, the fame minifter propofed a bill for more effec- 
tually counteracting the French fcheme of invafion. It 
was not brought forward, he faid, from any apprehenfions 
which he or his collegues entertained of the power of the 
enemy, when exerted againft a gallant and refolute nations. 
but it was his opinion, that neither the legiflative authority 
nor the executive power could do full juftice to the interefts 
of the country, if they did not encourage and direct the 
zeal of thofe who were inclined to take arms in aid of the 
regular troops, and reduce to a fy{tem that voluntary force 
which, when defultory and tumultuary, would be compara- 
tively feeble and inefficient. ‘The general objeét of his bill 
was to obtain an account of the number of perfons able and 
willing to defend their country, an3 to authorife his ma- 
jefty to require their active fervice in cafe of emergency. 
A fhort and unimportant debate arofe ; and, in the courfe 
of it, the minifter being afked whether it was the intention 
of the court to compel the people to take arms, an anfwer 
was given in the negative. Such compulfion, indeed, 
would not only be tyrannical in the extreme, but would 
defeat itfelf. After undergoing many alterations in the 
committee, the bill was completely fan@tioned ; and letters 
were fent by Mr. Dundas to the provincial lieutenants, 
giving explicit direQions for the due execution of the a&. 

By this ftatute it was ordained, among other provifions, 
that returns fhould be made of all the male inhabitants of 
the different counties, between the ages of fifteen and fixty 
years ; that lifts fhould be prepared of thofe who were will. 
ing to ferve on horfeback or on foot, to a¢t as pioneers, as 
fervants.with cattle, or as guides ; that accounts of cattle, 
waggons, corn, &c. fhould be made out ; and that compen- 
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fation fhould be granted ta all who might fuffer in their 
property, from the meafures which might be expedient for 
the promotion of general fafety, in cafe of extraordinary 
danger. As it was apprehended that difaffected indivi- 
duals might, from feditious motives, intrude into the 
armed affociations, it was provided, that none but refpect- 
able houfckeepers, or perfons who could bring at leaft 
two fuch houfekeepers to anfwer for their good behaviour, 
fhould be admitted. 

In the houfe of peers, a new attempt was made, on the 22d 
of March, for effeGting the expulfion of the minifter 
and his chief friends from the cabinet. The duke of Bed- 
ford made an eloquent and {pirited appeal to the good 
fenfe and patriotifm of the lerds, againft the continuance 
of pernicious counfellors in power: but prejudice and in- 
fluence prevailed over his efforts ; and, after a long debate, 
into which, as the arguments and obfervations were not 
novel, it is unneceflary to enter, his motion was rejected 
by a majority of 100, 

An attempt of a different kind, which had frequently 
failed, was renewed in the houfe of commons, on the 3 
of April, by Mr. Wilberforce. That gentleman, in a 
fpeech which the fubjeét rendered interefting, and which 
in itfelf was not contemptible, conjured the houfe to vote 
for the abolition of the flave-trade, a traffic difgraceful to all 
who are concerned in it. Mr. Bryan Edwards declared 
himfelf friendly to the gradual fuppreflion of the trade; 
but maintained, that a fuddea and violent abolition of it 


‘would be highly impolitic, and injurious to the profperity 


of the Weft-Indian iflands. Mr. Pitt ftrongly controvert- 
ed this opinion; alleging, that an immediate abolition 
was even eflential to the intereft of the iflands. Mr, Fox 
exprefled his furprife that an aflembly which, on points 
far lefs clear, and lefs favourable to freedom, implicitly 
adopted the dictates of the minifter, fhould, in this inftance, 
be difpofed to differ from him ; an oppofition of fentiment 
for which it was difficult to account, unlefs it fhould be 
concluded that the houfe had deliberately refolved to dif- 
courage the general principles of liberty. The votes were 
nearly equal on both fides; 83 favouring the motion, and 
87 oppoling it. | 

In reverting to the affairs of finance, we are pleafed with 


‘the opportunity of annougcing a dereliction of the ill- 


judged tax of the laft feflion upou clocks and watches, by 
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which that branch of trade had been materially injured. In 
lieu of that duty, however, an addition was made to the 
affefied taxes, which, before, were exorbitantly high, 

An important feheme which had occupied the long de- 
liberation of the minifter, was fubmitted, on the:2d of 
April, to parliamentary confideration. He ftated that. his 
purpofe was to invigorate public credit, and facilitate the 
means of profecuting that conteft which the ambition of . 
the French had prolonged. The chief feature of hig 
plan was to transfer a part of the funded fecurities into 
landed fecurity, on terms advantageous both to the ftate 
and to individuals. The large amount of the funded debt 
being the only prefflure which embarrafied the efforts of 
the nation, a fcheme which would diminifh that capital 
was recommended, he faid, by obvious principles of found 
policy; and a meafure which, without fubjecting the 
people to any new burthens, would combine an annual 
faving with other advantages, could: not fail of fecuring 
general approbation. He proceeded to obferve, that the 
produce of the Jand-tax might be eftimated at two mil- 
lions ; that, though the equalifation of this impoft had long 
been defired by a confiderable part of the community, no 
attempt had been made, by the legiflature, during a whole © 
century, to carry fuch a fcheme into effect; that, there- 
fore, a correction of the inequality was not more to be ex- 
pected, if the vote of the tax fhould continue to be annual, 
than if the grant fhould be rendered perpetual; that, if 
any objection fhould be made to the eventual removal, in 
this inflance, of the progreflive control of the parliament, 
it might be obviated by making a part of the confolidated 
fund annual, even to an amount which might exceed that 
of the land-tax ; that the tax, according to the new fcheme, 
might be redeemed by a transfer of fuch a portion of 
{ftock, in the 3 per cent. as would yield a dividend exceed- 
ing, by a fifth part, the guantum of the tax to be purchafed; 
that no perfon would be compelled to.redeem his fhare of 
the tax, but that, if he fhould be unwilling or unable to 
purchafe it, a ftranger would be allowed to take the advan- 
tage of the bargain; that, if the plan fhould be fully ad- 
opted, 80 millions of ftock would be taken from the fund- 
ed capital3:and that, as the annual diwidend of that fum 
Was 2,400,000 pounds, 400,000 pounds per annum would be 
faved, while the purchafers of the tax would have the be- 
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nefit arifing from the fuperiority of landed to funded fe- 
curity. 

Some objeétions were’ made to this plan by Mr. Tierney 
and fir William Pulteney; and the former maintained that 
it was not only unconftitutional, but was a mere inftance of 
quackery, delufive and ineflicient, and that the alleged di- 
minution of ftock was accompanied with the creation of a 
new fund, which was likely to be more injurious than be- 
neficial. The latter alfo argued, that the effects of the mea- 
fure would be totally different from thofe which-the pro- 
jector pretended to forefee. After feveral debates, the 
propofitions of Mr. Pitt were provifionally fan€tioned. 
' If we may venture to difapprove the fcheme, it appears 
to be chiefly objectionable on this ground, that it fixes 
and perpetuates a tax which was intended to be an- 
nual, and to be fubject to the periodical control of the 
commons. 

It was not generally fuppofed, that the minifter would 
be content with the fupplies which were voted in the 
former part of the feflon. He then demanded lefs than 
twenty-five millions and a half; but, on the 25th of Apri, 
_ he intimated, that about three millions more -would be 
neceflary for the exigencies of the year: The navy, he 
faid, would require 13,448,000 pounds, in.the whole, as 
additions had been made to the number of feamen: the 
army had alfo been augmented ; and the aggregate fupply 
for the year might be ftated at 28,490,000 pounds. In 
this eftimate, however, no provifion was made for any ex- 
traordinary expenfe which an increafe of the danger of 
invafion might demand, and for which a vote of credit 
might be neceffary. As far as he could at prefent judge; 
two millions would be fufficient for the extent of fuch a 
vote. | 

Under the head of ways and means, alterations were 
gneceflarily made in the account which we before gave *. 
The moiety of a million from the confolidated fund was o- 
mitted ; and the produce of the next lottery was to remain 
200,000 pounds. The new affeflment was taken at only 
four millions and a half: the voluntary contributions were 
expected to amount to one million and a half; new du- 
ties on exports afd imports were reprefented ag likely to 
produce the fame fum; and the loan was extended to fif- 
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teen millions. The aggregate fum was thus increafed to 
28, 459,000 pounds. 

Of the advantage which the public derived from the 
_ terms of the loan, the chancellor of the exchequer loudly 
boalted ; affirming, that, if all the circumftances of the 
cafe be confidered, a better bargain was never made. This 
happy adjuftment arofe from the ‘confidence which the 
moneyed men repofed in the folidity of our refources; a 
confidence which, he added, was moff unqueffionably ju/t. 

For each hundted pounds, the fubfcribers to the loan 
obtained only fo much ftock as, at the price which then 
prevailed, would have required 99/. 125. and a fraction 
for the purchafe. They derived fome profit, however, 
from the difcount allowed for prompt payment, which 
advanced the fum to 12 4. 4s. 654. If, on the contrary, 
they preferred a fuéceffion of payments, they would only 
have tor/, 25. 73d. 

The intereft of the loan was to be partly anfwered by 
the affeffed taxes ; but, for the payment of the other part, 
new impofts were requifite. Tea and falt were therefore 
fubjefted to additional duties ; and, with greater propriety, 
a tax was impofed on armorial bearings. It was fuppofed 
by the grand financier, that the tax on the firft of thefe ar- 
ticles would produce 111,000 pounds, and that the duty on 
falt would rarfe 503,000 pounds, while that upon armorial va- 
nity would probably add 150,000 pounds to the revenue. 

Before thefe frefh demands were made, a meflage from 
the fovereign had announced, not only that ‘ the prepara- 
tions forthe embarkation of troops and warlike flores were 
carried on with confiderable and increafing activity in the 
ports of France, Flanders, and Holland,’ but that the 
French were encouraged, in their fcheme of invafion, ‘ by 
the correfpondenge and communication of traitorous and 
difaffeted perfons and focieties of thefe kingdoms.’ His 
majefty therefore, befides giving orders of military arrays 
exhorted the parliament to confider of fuch other meafures 
as might enable him ‘to defeat the wicked machinations of 
difaffe€ted perfons within thefe realms, and to guard a- 
gain{t the defigns of the enemy either abroad or at home.’ 
When an addrefs was propofed, Mr. Sheridan delivered a 
{pirited and patriotic fpeech, which attracted in a high 
degree the attention of the commons and of the public. 
He reprefented the danger of the country as extreme, and la- 
mented that it was not univerfally confidered in that for- 
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midable point of view. Some indications of fpirit,-he faid, 
had undoubtedly appeared; but hefitation and fupinenefs 
feemed too prevalent. He would not, however, affirm that 
the want of general alacrity arofe from difaffection, or from 
a fullen and ill-timed refentment of injuries fuftained from 
mal-adminiftration : it rather proceeded, he thought, from 
an unwillingnefs to believe that the danger was really great. 
But he did not defpair of the {fpeedy removal of this fupine- 
nefs. It would occur to every reflecting perfon, that, though 
no invafion had taken place, it was neceflary to be prepared 
againft that emergency, and that an infenfibility to the ca- 
lamities with which it might be attended would materially 
obftru&t the fuccefs of defenfive meafures. If the French 
fhould fucceed in their views of invafive hoftility, the ruin of 
Britifh freedom and profperity would be complete. Their 
profeflions of a defire of refcuing this nation from prefent 
flavery, and of eftablifhing a juit and humane government, 
would be found infincere and treacherous; and a courfe of 
rapacity and tyranny would enfue. To an enemy who would 
thus treat us, a ftrenuoiis and unanimous oppofition was 
neceflary. Many.would perhaps fay, that they could not 
prepare with due fpirit for refiftance, while minifters, whom 
they deemed unworthy of confidence, {till fwayed the 
realm; but, however juft fuch difapprobation was, and 
however commendable the defire of the difgrace of fuch 
men, policy feemed to require that all difputes about their 
continuance in office fhould at this crifis be fufpended, as 
public divifions might promote the fuccefs of the foe. After 
a variety of other remarks, the orator expreffed his hope, 
that, amidft the warlike preparations, the cabinet would not 
abandon the idea of accelerating a peace, as the ftate might 
otherwife be brought to the verge of ruin by the accur 
mulation of intolerable burthens. He did not, however, wifh 
it to be underftood, that he had any thought of recommend- 
» ing anegotiation, if the French fhould effet a landing inthis 
ifland. ‘Phat would be an humiliation which would break 
the fpirit of the country.—He afterwards referred to the 
conduct of the feceders fromthe whig party, who wifhed 
the world to believe that they were. folely a€tuated by a 
defire of promoting the caufe of religion, morality, and ci- 
vil order, though he was inclined to think that their defer- 
tionof their former confederates arofe from motives of am- 
-bition and felf-intereft. It was incumbent on thofe gentle- 
men, he faid, to atene for the injury which their feceflion, 
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by making a breach in the confidence of the people, had 
inflicted on public fpirit, by difplaying extraordinary zeal. 
in the defence of the nation, and making a liberal facrifice of 
thofe emoluments which they had been fo eager to procure. 
——With regard to himfelf, as it would perhaps be fuppofed 
that he was ftimulated by interefted motives to give his fup- 
port to the miniftry on this eccafion, he could affirm with 
truth, that he had no fuch views, but was merely influenced 
by a fenfe of the peril to which his country was expofed ; 
and he would openly declare, that his political enmity 
was irreconcilable to the prefent minifters, and that he ftill 
cherifhed an ardent defire of the accomplifhment of a parlia- 
mentary reform, and of the redrefs of various grievances, of 
which the public had reafon to complain. — Adverting to the 
report of a correfpondence between the enemy and fome 
Britifh fubjeéts, he hoped that the minifters did not expect 
him to credit the affertion before it fhould have been proved ; 
and he thought that the fufpenfion of any conftitutional 
law upon this pretext would damp the rifing fpirit of the 
people. 

The chancellor of the exchequer was pleafed to find, 
that Mr. Sheridan had fo far altered his opinion refpe@ting 
the condu& which our government ought to obferve, as to 
agree with the majority of the houfe in afferting the necef- 
fity of refifting the arms of France: but, after compliment- 
ing the public fpirit of that gentleman, he faid, in a high 
and contemptuous tone, that the nation, being almoft una- 
nimous before, did not require any additional frmulus from 
the newly difcovered zeal of the former oppofers of the 
war. | 
The addrefs being quickly voted, the commons were de- 

fired by the peers to concur in a bill for fufpending the 
habeas-corpus act. ‘To this requeft, after'fome oppofition 
from Mr. Sheridan, the houfe agreed ; and the term of fuf- 
penfion was fixed for the ift of February, 1799. 

Notwithftanding the great preparations of our enemies, 
it is probable that they will not attempt the threatened in- 
vafion. ‘Their purpofe feems to be fufficiently anfwered by 
that alarm which haraffes our countrymen with military pa- 

rade and fatigue, and operates to the enormous increafe 
of national burthens. 

Some notice muft now be taken of the proceedings of the 
‘miniftry againft thofe who were fufpected of feditious or 
treafonable views. Early in March, Mr. Arthur O’Con- 
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nor, and four other perfons who had been feifed at Mare. 
gate, were examined before the privy council, on the charge 
of correfponding with the enemy. ‘lhe examiners being of © 
opinion that the grounds of fufpicion were fufficiently 
ftrong to authorife the trial of the fuppofed offenders, 
O’Connor and three of his affociates were fent to the Tow- 
er, while the other was committed to the houfe of correc- 
tion or penitentiary- houfe for Middlefex ; and it was re- 
folved that they fhould be tried by fpecial commiflion at 
Maidftone. At that town, on the 11th of April, Sir Francis 
Buller addrefled the grand jury on the fubject. He expa- 
tiated on the bleflings of our conftitution, reprobated the 
eagernefs of political innovation, and developed the laws of 
treafon. A bill of indiétment for high treafon was foon after 
found againft the prifoners; but, to give full time for pre- 
paration, the arraignment was poftponed to the 3cth.: On 
that day, a formal objection relative to the copies of the in- 
di&iment being ftated on behalf of the prifoners, who were 
alfo unprepared for their defence, the court confented to a 
delay of the trials. 

Many other perfons were apprehended as mal-contents ; t 
and, while fome were releafed, others were committed to 
diferent places of confinement. Several of thefe obnoxious 
individuals were leading members of the London corre= 
{ponding fociety. 

Amidft thefe exertions of the vigilance of adunisittrisien, 
the noife of warlike preparation refounded through the 
kingdom. In every county, affociations of volunteers were 
formed. In the capital, each ward began to form an armed 
corps; lefs, however, with a view to the defence of the 
country againft a foreign enemy, than to the fupprefiion of 
any difturbances which might be excited by the populace. 

Few inftances of important naval fuccefs occurred during 
this period. The veflels which were occafionally taken 
were in general {mall; but the Gazette did not fail to an- 
nounce even the capture of a fingle brig or a {mall privateer, 
that the applaufe of a grateful nation might be beftowed. on 
the officers and feamen who achieved thefe memorable exe 
ploits. 

The confli€t between the Mars and Hercule, a thip of 
74 guns, may be thought deferving of mention. The cap- 
tain of the latter veffel endeavoured to efcape through the 
paflage du Raz, near the coait of Bretagne: but, the wind 
and tide proving adverfe, he was conftrained to caft’anchor. 
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The commander of the Mars( Alexander Hood), having thus 
met with an opportunity of exertion, attacked l’Hercule 
(on the 21ft of April) with great fpirit, by ‘ laying her fo 
clofe along-fide (to ufe the nautical expreflions of lieutenant 
Butterfield) as to unhinge fome of the lower-deck ports. 
The engagement was maintained for about an hour anda 
half; and, near the clofe of it, the Britith captain received 
a wound ne the thigh, of which he expired foon after the 
French fhip had furrendered. He was an aétive and gal- 
lant officer, and is faid to have been highly popular among 
the feamen. 

IRELAN D. 


It is with painful fenfations that we enter upon the tafk 
of furveying the affairs of Ireland. The diforders in which 
that country is involved are of the moft alarming nature ; 
and, though the accounts given by the partifans and the op- 
pofers of the court are not exactly concordant, we have rea- 
- fon to believe, that the fyftem of coercion which is now ex- 
ercifed will not be finally fuccefsful, but will only aggra- 
vate the evils which it is intended to remedy. 

When the Hibernian parliament aflembled on the 15th of 
January, the lord-lieutenant, among other intimations, 
ftated, ‘that he had direfted vigorous meafures to be taken 
for reprefling difaffe€tion in the northern parts of the king- 
dom, and for reftoring fecurity and confidence to the loyal 
and well- difpofed ; and that a good effe&t had followed 
thefe exertions. He was forry to obferve, however, that 
the mal-contents in the midland and fouthern diftricts had 
fince endeavoured, not without fuccefs, to ‘revive religious 
animofities, and to open profpects of plander” to the lower 
claffes; and that ‘the ‘diligence and activity of the magi- 
{trates, though affifted by the troops, had not yet been able 
entirely to put a ftop to the difturbances.’ On the contrary, 
the difturbances became more dangerous, from the irrita- 
tion and refentment produced by military violence. 

The fupplies for the prefent year were voted in February, 
to the amount of 4,194,000 pounds. Above one-half of this 
fum was propofed to be raifed by a loan ; and, to.provide for 
the intereft, new impotts were eltablithed, for the annual 
produce efrabout 401,000 pounds. 

In the fame month, the earl of Moira harangued the peers 
of his native country in recommendation of conciliatory 


nicafures. He reprobated in ftrong terms the conduct of 
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the government, in making the army the inftrument of a 
defpotic and inhuman fyftem of oppreflion and vengeance; 
and expofed the folly and abfurdity of thofe who expe&ted 
to reftore, by fuch proceedings, the tranquillity of the king- 
dom. Nothing but conceflion, he was convinced, would 
be effe€tual for that purpcofe ; and, if it fhould be long de- 
layed, he could not anfwer for the prefervation of Ireland. 
Befides the general propriety and humanity of moderation, 
there was a ftrong motive of policy which ought now to 
operate, as the continuance of divifions tended to animate 
the hopes and ftimulate the exertions of the French... He 
concluded with moving, that the houfe fhould addrefs the 
lord lieutenant for the adoption of fuch meafures as might 
‘allay the apprehenfions and extinguifh the difcontents’ of 
the people. Lord Glentworth defended the conduét of the 
miniftry ; but the chief vindicator of the fyftem was the 
earl of Clare, chancellor of the realm, who alleged the in- 
utility of conceflions, reprefented the United Irifhmen as 
traitors who were leagued withthe French, and affirmed, 
that coercion alone could prevent the efficacy of their atro- 
cious purpofes. On a divifion, the votes for the motion ap- 
peared to be only 10, while the minifterial fuffrages amount- 
ed to 45. . 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie, who had been appointed com- 
mander in chief in Ireland, was more inclined to adopt the 
fentiments of the earl of Moira and ather advocates of mo- 
deration, than to fubject the country to military govern- 
ment. He therefore required that all his officers fhould pay 
the ftricteft attention to the ‘ difcipline, good order, and 
conduct of their men,’ and prohibited them from acting 
without the prefence and authority of the civil magiftrate’. 
But thefe orders did not meet with the approbation of the 
miniftry. 

In the progrefs of the conteft between the difcontented 
party and the troops, the comdudét of the former was declared 
to be open rebellion by the lord lieutenant and the privy 
council ; andthe moft dire& and pofitive orders were given 
to the army, to act ‘with the utmoft vigor and decifion,’ 
and to difarm. the rebels, and ali difaffeted perfons * by the 
moft fummary and effe€tual meafures.’ But thefe meafures 
have not been attended with fuccefs 3 and, from our own re- 
fiexion, as well as the converfation of perfons intimately ac- 
quainted with the affairs of Ireland, we are firmly of opi* 
nion, that complete tranquillity will not be re-eftablifhed in 
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that kingdom, unlefs the chief demands of the catholics 
and proteftants fhould be granted; for, though fuch cons 
ceffions will not fatisfy fuch of the Irith as may with for a 
new government on the French model, the removal of the 
difcontent of the majority of the people would render the 
democratic party too weak to difturb the peace of the 
realm: 


FRANCE, 


The enmity of the French againft the Englith govern 
ment, embittered by along courfe of what they deemed un- 
provoked hoftility, continued to difplay itfelf in haughty 
menaces and acrimonious obloquy; and, to increafe the 
animofity of the people, calumnious accounts of tle treat- 
ment received by the Frerich prifoners in England, and 
other grofs mifreprefentations, were ftudioufly propagated. 

Still holding out the terrors of an invafion, the legifla- 
ture decreed, that the difcuffion of different points relative 
to the marine and the army of England (for the fleet and 
army oftenfibly provided for the defcent in Great Britain 
were fo called) fhould be the grand order of the day,: and 
fhould have priority over all other deliberations. A great 
number of regiments, both of horfe and foot, were detached 
towards the coafts; and naval preparations were promoted 
with apparent zeal. 

In the mean time it was thought neceflary to fend 
troops againft Lyons, as the tranquillity of that part of 
France was again difturbed. It was declared by the direc 
tory, on the 2d of February, that the anti-republican fpirit, 
evinced in the commune of Lyons, endangered the perfons 
of | he, officers of government, obftructed the courfe of juf- 
tice, and threatened the worft confequences, unlefs feafon- 
able remedies fhould be applied to the diforder. That com- 
mune and its fuburbs were therefore put, by a decree, in a 
ftate of fiege. Beziers and other towns were expofed 
to the fame calamity. It was found lefs difficult to check 
the mal-contents in thofe towns, than to fuppreis the in- 
furreétion which. prevailed in Corfica; an ill-fated ifland, 
which, fora long courfe of years, has not been free from 
commotion. 

Thofe who reluctantly fubmitted to the tyranny of the 
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direCtory flattered themfelves with the hopes of a returning 
predominance of the legiflative affemblies over the execu+ 
tive body, from the effect of the elections which were td 
take place inthe fpring. ‘he directorial leaders, however, 
hoped to ftrengthen their intereft by means of the new 
members; and their agents were actively employed in in- 
fluencing the elections. In the council of five hundred 
Bailleul expreffed his apprehenfions of the intrigues of the 
enemies of the conftitution, and obferved, that vigilance at 
this time was particularly neceflary.. A proclamation was 
publifhed by the directory, in recommendation of a pru- 
dent choice of the new third — that is, in favour of ftrong re- 
publicans. In another addrefs, the people were defired to 
recollect, that the legiflative body had a right to judge of 
the operations of the electoral affemblies ; and it wa’ add- 
ed, that, as the traitors who difgraced the national repre- 
fentation in the preceding year had been driven from the 
two councils, perfons of a fimilar ftamp, who fhould be 
chofen in this year, would alfo be deprived of their feats. 
This interference was irregular, and was an arbitrary en- 
croachment on the rights of eleQors. Warm contelts at- 
tended fome of the ele€tions ; but we are informed, that the 
friends of the ruling party were moft fuccefsful in the 
refult. 

' When the agitations attendant on the ele€tions had fub- 
fided, and when the menace of fending over an army to 
England on rafts of a curious conf{truction had loft its no- 
velty, fome intelligence from Germany furnitfhed a new to- 
pic of converfation. General Beriadotte, the French am- 
baflador at. Vienna, having invited his friends to an enter- 
tainment, thought proper to make a difplay of the tri-co- 
Jored flag in the front of his hotel. The fight of this re- 
" publican enfign aroufed the indignation of the inhabitants 
of the city ; and the ambaffador was requefted to ‘Otter its 
removal. His refufai inflamed the populace to a€tion3 the 
flag was torn down and. deftroyed ; and fome mifchief was 
done tothe hotel. A body of foidiers, however, at length 
checked the licentioufnefs of the rioters. Bernadétte in- 
fifted' upon high terms of reparation; and, as the emperor 
was unwilling to accede to them, the ambafiitdér retired to 
Raftadt in difguft. This mifunderftanding has not yet been 
adjufted ; and it is the hope of many that it may induce his 
imperial majefty to renew the war rather than make the de- 
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fired reparation. | It is not, howevér, probable that he will 
be fo imprudent as’ to recur to that hazardous extre- 
mity, 

The moft i important events and trantobtions, i in which the 
French armies were concerned during this period, took’ 
place in Switzerland and in Italy ; and they will fall un- 


der our notice in our furvey of the recent hiftory of thofe: 
countries. 


HOLLAND. 


The Hollanders, in general, were not inclined to adopt 
the fyftem recommended by the adherents of the violent 
French party. But the daring fpirit of the latter at length 
prevailed over the moderation. of the majority. After fe- 
cret confultations, it was refolved that an attempt fhould be 
made to fecure the leaders of the moderate party. On the 
22d of January the confpirators, fupported by a corps of the 
national guard, and a detachment.of the troops in pay, af- 
fembled under the aufpices of Midderich, who had been 
chofen prefident.of the convention, and ordered the arreft 
of fix members of the committee for foreign affairs. They 
afterwards repaired to the national hall, where, by the in 
fluence of terror, they procured a majority of votes for the 
expulfion of twenty-one members of the aflembly. An oath 
of hatred to the ftadtholderate, .to ariftocracy and tyran- 
ny, was. now impofed: the provincial ‘and departmental 
authorities were annulled: an executive dire€tory was ap- 
pointed; and other decrees, dictated by the party which 
had thus gained the afcendency, were readily fanctioneds 
M. de-la-Croix, the French minifter at the Hague, affected 
to be merely a calm obferver of this change of fyitem; but 
there is no-doubt of his ang had the chief concern inthe 
production of it. 

At a fubfequent meeting d the convention (or, as it was. - 
ftyled by the new rulérs, the conftituent aflembly), the pre- 
fident intimated, that he had received letters from Van 
Meerdervoort,Sloone,; and twenty-one other reprefentatives, 
who, alleging that fome of the late regulations were repug- 
nant to their ideas of the foundation upon whiclr the Bata- 
vian fenate had been convoked, declined to affilt at the de- 
liberations, 
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' In a proclamation which the affembly now iffued, the late 
proceeditigs were not merely juftified, but were reprefented 
as worthy of the higheft praife ; and the perfons who ha 
promoted the change were applauded as the deliverers of 
their countrymen from the danger of falling under the fe- 
vereft yoke of fervitude- The chiefs of the vanquifhed par- 
ty were reprefented as the friends of the exiled ftadtholder 
and of the court of London, and as the advocates of the 
moft pernicious fyftem of abufe and grievance. ‘The peo- 
ple were exhorted to give their cordial fupport to the pa- 
triots, by whom their caufe had been fo boldly efpoufed; 
and a perfevering attention to their welfare was promifed. 
They were affured that a wife and juft conftitution would 
foon be provided for them; a conftitution which would fe- 
cure them in the enjoyment of every degree of liberty that 
a rational being could defire. Such was the language with 
which the party endeavoured to delude the people; but it 
could only deceive the weak and unreflecting. 

A new conftitution was quickly framed for the Batavian 
ftate, on the model of that of Frances and the great nation, as 
it is now called by its allies, thus obtained a complete vic- 
tory over the independence of Holland; a victory which 
the French, in point of trade and in other refpeéts, have 
ufed to the difadvantage of the English. 


GERMANY. 


The deliberations of the congrefs of Raftadt have-not 
yet been decifive. ‘The Ftench, however, feem to have it, 
in their power to bring them toaclefe whenever they deem 
it expedient. 

Difputes occurred in January with refpeat to the powers 
which had been granted to the envoys; but thefe differences 
were amicably adjufted. Proceeding to more effential bu- 
finefs, the French plenipotentiarics (Treilhard and Bonnier) 
propofed, that the Rhine fhould form the boundary of the 
republic. The deputies of the empire remonftrated againft 
this demand, as inconfiftent with the preliminaries figned 
at Leoben ; but the Gallic envoys replied, that; as the im- 
perial body was not even a party in the agreement alluded 
to, it had no right to infift upon any of the terms then fti- 
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pulated, particularly as they were merely provifional ; and 
that the fafcty ofthe republic, and even the tranquillity of 
the empire, forcibly required fuch a demarcation. As the 
French would not recede from their requifition, the Ger-~ 
man princes were conftrained to acquiefce; and the left 
bank of the Rhine was ceded to France. 

To ftrengthen their influence over the ftates of the em- 
pire, the French had added, to the feifure of Mentz, other 
encroachments on the territories of that body. Of thefe 
unjuftifiable acts the deputies ventured to complain; but 
redrefs was not granted. 

The fecularifation of the ecclefiaftical principalities forms 
ed a fubje&t of great debate ; but that propofition was at 
length admitted as the bafis of indemnity to the German 


princes. 


SWITZERLAND. 


‘The intrigues and the example of France were long in: 
efficacious, when oppofed by the wifdom and firmnefs of 
the Swifs. Butthedivifions among the cantons obftruted 
the views of thofe patriots who withed to fecure the inde- 
pendence of the Helvetic body. 

The inhabitants of the canton of Bafle, eager to refcue 
themfelves from an ariftocratic yoke, refolved to afcertain, 
by experiment, the advantages of democracy. They bold- 
ly avowed their defire of a change ; and, though many of 
the citizens of Bafle refifted the propofal, the {pirited mea- 
{ures of the greater part of the canton produced'a revolu- 
tuon. 

In the Pays de Vaud, a democratic zeal was alfo preva- 
lent. The rulers of Berne endeavoured to check this ardor, 
which, on the other hand, the French promoted. The for- 
mer, finding exhortations fruitlefs, fent a body of militia to 
reclaim the Vaudois to fubmiflion; and, as the canton of 
Fribourg was interefted in the fame caufe, from its parti- 
cipation of authority with that of Berne over the diftri@ 
in queftion, the trcops of both were put underthe command 
of M. de Weifs, to obftruét all attempts of the French 
for the feizure of the territory. Menard, who commanded 
a French army in the neighbourhood, peremptorily de- 
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fired de Weifs to withdraw his troops, and leave the Vau- 
dois in the free enjoyment of their rights. An officer be- 
ing fent with this meflage, two huflars' who attended him 
were killed by a p*rty of Swifs. ‘The next day (the 28th 
of January), the French general entered the Pays de Vaud, 
on pretence of taking vengeance for this outrage. He was 
received by the inhabitants with open arms; and de Weifs 
haftily retired from the diftridt. 

The grand council of Berne, fenfible of the danger to 
which the ftate was expofed, made preparations for a vigo- 
rous defence, ‘A confiderable army was levied; and mar- 
tial enthufiafm feemed to pervade the canton. Negotiation, 
in the mean time, was not wholly neglected; but it did 
not promife fuccefs, as the imperious demands of the 
French, relative to a change of government, difgufted the 
council. The rulers of feveral other cantons profefled the 
fame reluctance to a change dictated by a foreign power ; 
but they were not unwilling, or rather they were con- 
ftrained by the wifhes of the people, to render their refpec- 
tive governments more democratic. At Gurich, a remark- 
able oath was taken for that purpofe. It imported, that, 
without the intervention of foreign powers, a conftitution 
fhould be eftablifhed, which fhould have for its. bafis reli- 
gion and virtue, fhould lay the foundation of liberty and 
equality upon the rights of the ftate and of citizens, and 
fhould affert the fovereignty of the people. 

All negotiation being fruitlefs, the Swifs could not pre- 
vent an invafion of their territories. On.the 1ft of March, 
general Schauenburg attacked Soleure, and enforced the 


furrender of that city. Pigeon, at the head of another di- 
vifion, appeared before Fribourg; and, having taken the 
town by affault, he fubftituted a provifional democracy for 
the ariftocratic government. On the sth, he engaged the 
Swifs (chiefly the troops of Berne) at the paflage of Neve- 
nech. They made a very gallant refiftance ; but, being to- 
tally defeated, they were purfued to the gates of Berne; 
and that town was taken by capitulation. On this occa- 
fion, many females afted as combatants, and difplayed a 
degree of courage which would have refle&ted honor even 
of male veterans. M. d’Erlach, the Swifs general, retired 
with his vanquifhed troops towards Lucerne; and, when 
other fucceffes had attended the arms of the inyaders, it 
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became expedient for all the cantons to fubmit to the vio- 
- dence of the torrent. 

The vi€tors new prepared to imenbe a new conttitution 
on the unfortunate Swifs, whom they alfo plundered for 
the maintenance of their army. Some commotions occurred 
in different parts of the country; but they were quickly 
fuppreffed ; and the French yoke mutt be borne by the in- 
habitants, till an opportunity fhall arife (which their love 
of freedom will render them eager to embrace) for a more 
fuccefsful exertion of that valor which they inherit from 
their renowned anceftors. 

The fate of Switzerland, in being thus opprefled by a 
haughty foe, cannot but excite the commiferation of the 
friends of order and humanity. The neutrality of the can- 
tons would have fecured to them the refpect of a generous 
enemy: but the French are now foelate with a long courfe 
of fuccefs, that they will not fuffer even neutral powers to 
be at reft, unlefs they confent to democratic regulations of 
government. | | 

By French influence, a reprefentative affembly was form- 
ed for the Helvetic republic ; and five members of an exe- 
cutive directory were appointed. Other changes were made, 
which would not have been very unmpleafing to the Swifs, 
if a foreign nation had not dictated the terms. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


The French not having accepted the fubmiffions of the 
court of Lifbon, Portugal cannot be faid to be out of dan- 
ger. General Augereau is ftationed with an army near the 
frontiers of Spain ; but whether orders will foon be fent to 
him to pafs through that kingdom to attack the Portuguefe 
realm, is uncertain. It appears, that the king of Spain has, 
though not without refuCtance, granted permitilion for that 
purpofe. It would be dangerous for him to be refractory 
in any point upon which his domineering allies infift. 


ae ser ae ee + 


Th our laft report relative to the affairs of Italy, we hint- 
ed at-the dangerous predicament in which the pope ftood. 
Rr4 
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We had no reafon to think that he would long retain any 
rtion of temporal authority : it was rather a matter of 

furprife that his power had not before been annihi- 

lated. 

The mal-contents of Rome, inflamed with the furor of 
republicanifm, put themfelves in motion near the clofe of 
the preceding year, and peremptorily demanded a change 
of government. Jofeph Buonaparte, the’ French ambaf- 
fador (brother of the general), affefted to difcourage 
the attempts of the people ; and, while they were engaged 
with the troops of his holinefs, Duphot and Sherlock, 
two officers of rank, interfered for the prevention of 
ulterior confli¢t, as the. contending parties were then 
within the precinéts allotted to the French minifter. 
Having ventured too far, Duphot was killed ‘by the papal 
foldiers ; an outrage which fo incenfed Buonaparte, that 
he abruptly retired from the territories of the church. 

Denunciations of vengeance were fulminated againft 
the court of Rome; and general Berthier was commiflioned 
to put thofe menaces in execution. The pope now folicited 
aid from the king of Naples ; but this prince was apprehen- 
five that his compliance, befides being ufelefs to the pontiff, 
would expofe his own dominions to the chance of war oF 
the hazard of a revolution. 

The fubverfion of the papal power was an eafy tafk. Bere 
thier, receiving little moleftation in his march, reached the 
environs of Rome. While he remained in the fuburbs, the 
inhabitants (on the 15th of February) planted the tree of li- 
berty in different parts of the city, and proclaimed with 
fhouts of joy the revival of the Roman republic. They gave 
notice of this change to the French general, and invited him 
to give it his fanction. He immediately entered the city 
with a part of his army, and engaged to fupport the deter- 
mination of the people. Ina laconic epiftle, he informed 
the directory, that ‘ the French army had rendered due ho- 
mage at the Capitol to the manes of the great men of an~ 
cient Rome; that the Roman people had refumed ‘thofe 
rights which had been wrefted from them, and had re- 
gucfted the protection of the French republic; and that 
Rome was now free.’ 

In the public aét which provided for the refumption of 
fovercignty by the people, it was declared, that they had 
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fong wifhed to ref{cue themfelves from the oppreffions of 
prieftly fway, but that they had been reftrained from the 
attempt by want of opportunity; that at length the go- 
vernment had become fo weak as to fall of itfelf ; that the 
ill effects of this diffolution could only be obviated by firm- 
_ mefs and union; that it was expedient to make choice of 
popular reprefentatives, who might erect a fyftem of li- 
berty and juttice ; and that confuls fhould be appointed for 
the executive branch of government, 

Seven confuls were nominated ; a municipality and civic 
guard were organifed; and preparations were made for 
the ele€tion of members of a national aflembly. Titles of 
nobility and orders of knighthood were fuppreffed ; and 
other old ufages and eftablifhments were abolifhed. Hav- 
ing witneffled the extinction of his authority, the aged 
pontiff, on the 2oth of February, retired from Rome into 
the Tufcan territories. 

‘The ruin of the papal power, which, fome centuries ago, 
would have been conifidered as an event of the greateft 
importance, is fearcely thought worthy of notice in the 
prefent times. The flight of the pontiff from the feat of 
his power is coolly mentioned, as if it were an ordinary 
and trivial circumftance ; and the erection of a new repub- 
lic in the ancient metropolis of the Roman world, is an 
incident almoft unregarded. But the philofophic mind 
will dwell on thefe events, trace the origin and progreflive 
corruption of the popifh fyftem, refer to the mifchiefs, 
as well as to the advantages, which it produced, and will 
confider how far the change in queftion is likely to affeét. 
the interefts of true religion, regular polity, and focial 
order. As fuch fpecul]ations, however, would lead us into 
too wide a field, we proceed to a review of-the affairs of 
other parts of Etaly. 

The fovereign of Tufcany obferved with difpleafure 
the inftitution of the new republic, and dreaded the fpeedy 
effets of democratic example. His fituation is undoubt-. 
edly precarious. He is not on the moft amicable terms 
with the rulers of the Cis-Alpine commonwealth ; and, if 
they fhould procure the co-operation of the Rots repub-. 
lic, he may, without difficulty, be difpoffefled of his 
duchy, particularly as a great proportion of his fubjeéts 
are not unfriendly to a change of fyftem, 
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- The eouncil of elders of the Cis-Alpine republic having 
ventured to oppofe the withes of the Parifian direCtory, 
by refufing to ratify a treaty of commerce and alliance. 
which had been concluded with France, orders were given 
for fuperfeding and arrefting twenty-one members of the 
aflembly. This meafure fubdued the oppofition of the 
council. 

Though the troops of this ftate affifted in the expedition 
to Rome, and will probably be employed by the French 
on other occafions, the latter feem to be jealous of the en- 
terprifing and ambitious fpirit which the former have dif- 
played. This jealouly does not efcape the penetration of 
thofe who are the objects of it; and it will give them a 
difguft for the founders of their republic. 

In the chief ports of the Ligurian commonwealth, vef- 
fels have been lately equipped for the augmentation of the 
French fleet at Toulon. With regard to the deftination 
of this armament, various conjectures have been formed. 
Some have fuppofed that it is intended for the Levant, the 
French having in view the eftablifhment of a-colony in 
Egypt, chiefly for commercial purpofes: others have 
thought that it would be fent to complete the conqueft 
of Italy ; but it is not improbable that it will be employed 
again{t Portugal, in concert with a Spanifh fleet. 

In the Piedmontefe territories, occafional infurre€tiors 
harafs the government. ‘The royalifts generally gain the 
advantage in the field; but the mal-contents, who are en- 
couraged by the Genoefe, find means to prevent the deci- 
five triumph of their adverfaries. 


TUREE Y. 


The Ottoman empire is ftill endangered by rebellion. 
The pacha of Widin, far from being inclined to fubmif- 
fion, boldly perfifts in a revolt which fills the Porte with 
con{ternation. He has made himfelf mafter -of feveral 
towns and fortrefles, and has obtained, for a confiderable 
fpace, the command of the Danube. He conduéts his 
operations with judgment, and baffles all the attempts of 
thofe provincial governors who are attached to the fultan. 
He-has not, however, been able to reduce Belgrade, the 
capture of which would add a luftre to his arms. He em-+ 








- _ 
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ploys emiffaries to Signals the Greeks to a revolt; but 
it is more probable that they will wait till the French are 
ready to efpoufe their caufe, than unite with Turkifh in- 
furgents. The new poffeffors of Corfu are encroaching 


on the province of Albania; and they will not, we think, 
long be content with a fmall tract in that part of Europe, 


though they are, at prefent, on terms of apparent amity 
with the court of Conftantinople. 


RUSSIA. 


The northern emperor feems to be wholly unmoved by 
the convulfions of Europe. He is not, perhaps, aware of 
the effet which the approaching changes in Germany 
may have on thetranquillity of his dominions : but there is 
Jittle doubt that the confequences of the aggrandifement 
and influence of the French will extend even to the Frozen 
Ocean. 

The liberality of Paul to the titular king of France me- 
rits our applaufe. He has gratified the royal exile with a 
handfome allowance ; and his bounty is alfo fhared by the 
prince of Condé and other emigrants. He has even taken 
into his pay the army which that prince has long com- 
manded. — 

The ci-devant king of Poland died lately in his Ruffian 
afylum. . He was a prince of confiderable talents and ac- 
complifhments ; ard was attached to the purfuits of lite- 
rature and fcience. Though he was not a profound ftates- 
man, he was not altogether deficient in political wifdom ; 
and his general aim was to render his people contented 


and happy. 


NORTH-AMERICA. 


The negotiations between the American and French re- 
publics have excited fo much attention, that our readers 
will not be difpleafed if we enter into fome detail upon the 
{ubject. ! 

An important meffage from the prefident of the United 
States, was communicated, on the roth of March, to the 
‘two legiflative affemblies. The fubftance of it may thus 
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be ftated. Though the exertions of the American envoys 
for the adjuftment of all differences were fincere and un- 
remitted, there was no ground of expectation that the ob- 
jects of their miffion would be accomplifhed on terms coms 
patible with the honor or fafety of the nation. It was 
therefore neceflary, that the two councils fhould adopt 
fuch meafures as would tend to the protection of feafaring 
and trading citizens, to the increafe of the ftores of war, 
and the defence of ¢xpofed portions of territory; and 
fhould provide fupplies for defraying extraordinary ex- 
pences, and compenfating the deficiencies which might be 
eccafiened by depredations on commerce. They were 
particularly conjured by the prefident to manifeft, in all 
their proceedings, fuch zeal, vigor, and concert, in de> 
fence of the national rights, as might be proportioned to 
the danger with which thofe rights were threatened. 

At the defire of the houfe of reprefentatives, the prefi- 
dent fubmitted the difpatches of the envoys to the infpec~. 
tion of the legiflative body. ‘The contents of thefe papers 
are curious. 

From thefe documents it appears, that general Pinckney 
and his diplomatic affociates (Marfhall and Gerry) were 
treated, om their arrival at Paris *, with great difrefpea ; 
that fone obiervations made by the prefident + in a fpeech 
to the congrefs had given offence to the dire€tory {3 and that 
an apologetic explanation was demanded, asa preliminary to 
negotiatory conferences. The perfon who intimated this de- 
mand, added, that a fum of money would be neceflary to [e- 
cure a favorable reception from the direétory, and that a con- 


fiderable loan would alfo be expedient. Another agent, the 





— = 


* In OGober, 1797. + In May, 1797. 

~ The remarks that difpleafed the French were thofe 
which referred to the aggreflions committed by them, and 
which were followed by a {pirited exhortation to the con- 
grefs : ‘ {ich attempts (faid the prefident) ought to be repell- 
ed with a decifion which fhall convince France and the 
world, that we are not a degraded people, humiliated un- 
der a colonial fenfe of fear, fitted to be the miferable in- 
ftruments of foreign influence, and regardiefs of national 


honor, character, and intereft.’ 
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confidential friend of the minifter Talleyrand, informed 
the envoys, that, when an explicit apology fhould have 
been made, the French republic would prepare for the 
completion of a treaty which fhould place the two ftates in 
the fame predicament with regard to each other, in which 
they ftood in the year 17783 or, in other words, a treaty 
which would allow the-French the fame advantages that. 
were enjoyed by the Englifh in their trade with the fub- 
jects of the United States; but that an effential part of the 
agreement would be the advance of money- This loan, 
he obferved, might be fo difguifed, that the Britith court, 
which might otherwife confider it as a breach of neutrali- 
ty, would not be offended. When he was afked whether 
the directory might not be induced to recede from the de- 
mand of an apology, he replied, that he knew only of one 
mode of application which. would tempt them to wave it—_ 
that was, the offer of money. ‘The fpirit of fordid rapacity 
which was thus exhibited, difgufted the envoys ; and, hav- 
ing expreffed their furprife at fuch demands, they requefted 
time for confulting their employers, promifing, that, if the 
French would defift from all captures of American fhips, 
one of the three fhould make an immediate voyage for addi- 
tional inftru€tions, The agent was diffatisfied with this 
propofal; and, reverting to the requifition of an apology, 
he defired to know whether the minifters were ready to 
comply. They anfwered, that they had no power to invali- 
date any part of the prefident’s {peech; that fuch an at~ 
tempt would expofe them to the rifque of recail ; and that, 
even if they fhould difavow the offenfive paflages, the public 
opinion refpecting the truth of the imputations would flill 
remain the fame. 7 

The former of the two agents, in an interview which 
took place foon after the fignature of the definitive treaty 
with the emperor, affirmed, that the directory had, fince 
that peace, afflumed a higher and more decifive tone to- 
wards neutral powers than had before been ufed, and in- 
tended'to treat as enemies all nations which fhould refufe 
to affift the French. He therefore urged the expediency of 
fubmiffion; but Mr. Pinckney declared that he could not 
acquiefce; and that if the French fhould attack his coun- 
trymen, they would have recourfe to the beft means of felf+ 
defence. ‘Ihe agent now renewed the demand of pecu- 
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niary advances ; and he did not fcruple to fay, that the rul- 
ers of France had no regard to juftice, and that money alone 
could influence them. The envoys ftill refifted ; and, when 
the Frenchman warned them of the danger of refufal, and 
boafted of the power of his country, they replied that 
they were fully fenfible of thofe points, and wifhed to be on 
friendly terms with the nation; but that America would 
not purchafe the friendfhip of any ftate by a furrender of 
her independence; that fhe had a right to be neutral; 
that to advance money for the ufe of a belligerent power . 
would be to deviate from her neutrality; that to agree to 
fuch a loan, ‘ under the lafh and coercion of France, would 
be to relinquifh the government of herfelf, and fubmit to 
a foreign government, impofed by force ;’ and that, if fhe 
fhould tamely fuffer her rights to be invaded, her reputa- 
tion would be irretrievably loft. 

A private conference foon followed between Mr. Gerry 
and M. Talleyrand. The French minifter propofed, that 
50,000 pounds fterling fhould be given without delay by 
way of douceur; and that one of the envoys fhould return 
to America to procure the aflent of the congrefs to a loan: 
but he declared, that, in the mean time, the directory 
would not receive the two other minifters, and that the 
commercial depredations were not to be difcontinued. This 
arrogant and domineering behaviour could not be expeét- 
ed to prove fuccefsful. 

. The friend of Talléyrand afterwards made an attempt 
which he termed § a laft effort to “rve’ the envoys, though 
it tended to the enforcement of ignominious terms. He 
called their attention to the fituation of the United States, 


_and to the power of France. He hoped that they would 


not deceive themfelves with the idea of a full ability of 
refiftance, on the part of their countrymen, but would 
reflect on the fate of Venice, which might foon be that 
of the American republic. They might perhaps -truft, 
he faid, to the probability of a league with Great-Bri- 
tain; but fuch confidence would be fallacious. An 
army of 150,000 men, commanded by the gallant and 
able Buonaparte, might be enabled to invade this ifland; 
in which event, a complete conqueft would enfue: or, if 
the invafion fhould not take place, the alarm which the 
menace of a defcent would diffufe through the ‘realm,’ 
would occafion fuch enormous expences as would drive 
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the miniftry into a peace. But, even if the Englith fhould 
be able to continue the war, and the Americans fhould 
join them, they would not have any opportunities of. in- 
fli&ting much injuty upon Frances On the other hand; 
the advantages which the United States might derive from 
an acquiefcence in the defires of the French, would be 
very confiderable, and, in cafe of the deftru€tion of the 
Britifh government, would be particularly great, as the 
wealth and arts of the Englith would pafs over to Ame+ 
Tica. : 

The delegates of the congrefs were unmoved by thefe 
reprefentations, and difdained the thoughts of fubmiflion. 
They replied, that the treatment received by the Ameri-- 
cans from the French proved an ill return for that friend- 
fhip of which the former had given unequivocal teftimo- 
nies, at a time when the latter were threatened with ruin 
by a confederacy fo powerful and fo decidedly hoftile, 
ane it was even dangerous to be on terms of amity with 

em. 

To a ftate thus friendly, ‘ what (faid the envoys, in 
a ftyle of manly, indignant, and juft reproach) is the con- 
duct and the language of France ? Wherever our proper- 
ty can be’found, fhe feifes it: unprovoked, fhe determines 
to treat us as enemies; and our non-refiftance produces 
no diminution of hoftility againft us: fhe abufes and in- 
fults our government, endeavours to weaken it in the efti- 
mation of the people, recalls her own. minifter, refufes to 
receive our’s; and, when extraordinary means are taken 
to make fuch explanations as may remove mifunder- 
ftandings, and fuch alterations in the exifting relations of 
the two countries as may tend to produce harmony, the 
envoys who bear thefe powers are not permitted to utter 
the amicable wifhes of their country; but it is intimated 
to them, in the haughty ftyle of a mafter, that, unlefs 
they will pay a fum to which their refources fcarcely ex- 
tend, the United States may expect, like Venice, to be 
erafed from the lift of nations; that France will annihi- 
late the only free republic upon earth, and the only na- 
tion in the univerfe which has manifefted for her a cor- 
dial friendfhip !? This fhort ftatement exhibits a ftriking 
picture of French infolence, ingratitude, and iniquity. 

In this unfettled ftate the negotiation remained during 
the winter. At length, the envoys being again defired to 


declare, whether they would accept or reject the offered 
terms, Mefirs. Pinckney and Marfhall chofe the latter part 


of the alternatives Their departure from France was the 


— 
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confequence of their refufal; but Mr. Gerry, it is faid, 
has been permitted to remain. All parties muft unite in 
condemning the conduct of the French on this occafion. 
Difgufting haughtinefs, unprincipled rapacity, and grofs 
injuftice, mark their proceedings. The Americans, on the 
contrary, have teftified a regard both to prudence and ho< 
nor. They have ftudioufly labored to avoid a war; 
but, if they fhould be driven to that extremity, they have 
both the fpirit and the power to defend themfelves. 
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